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ArtWorks TurboDriver

Computer Concepts has produced
‘go-fast’ StrongARM upgrades
for all of their major software

and hardware products.

Upgrades:

from Publisher no dongle £22.32 inc
from Publisher with dongle £27.02 inc

Publisher Plus £27.02 inc
Style £22.32 inc

e

TurboDrivers, LaserDirect, Spoolers,
MacFS, MacFS Light, Compression,
Movie Magic, Wacom drivers:
£11.75 inc each

D
\ 4

Some upgrades are available for free
download from our www site
http://www.cconcepts.co.uk

For information on other CC
software and hardware call sales
and ask for our Product Guide
or check out our web site.

from ArtWorks no dongle £22.32 inc
from ArtWorks with dongle £27.02 inc |
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MacFS

£99 + VAT (£116.32inc.)
MacFS Light

£49 + VAT (257.57 inc.)
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1 £29 + VAT (£34.07 inc.)

E&OE

Computer Concepts Ltd

Gaddesden Place
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 6EX
Tel 01442 351000 « Fax 01442 351010
http://www.cconcepts.co.uk

StrongARM is a trademark of Acorn Risc Technologies.

StrongARM Graph above shows:

Speed comparisons between a 166MHz StrongARM and a
33MHz ARM610 Risc PC.

On the left: Time taken for ArtWorks to redraw the well
known mini illustration.

On the right: Time taken far TurbaDriver to print a 2.2Mb file.



e regulars

5
15
16
19

20

News
The latest from the Acorn world

Graphics
Enter the hexachrome printing debate

Comms
Home and away on the Web

Portables
The latest on the NewsPAD

Business Page
The Millennium bug scare

Managing Editor Pam Turnbull
Editor Steve Turnbull

Contributors Dave Acton, lan Burley, Mikgfn,ﬁt
Buckingham, Mike Cook, David Dade, Jack
Kreindler, Dave Lawrence, David Matthewman,
Rob Miller, Mark Moxon, Steve Mumford, Graham
Nelson, Geoff Preston, Jill Regan, Mark Taylor,

Mike Tomkinson, Paul Wheatley
Group Advertisement Manager
Elaine Prescott
Account Manager lan Antrobus
Account Executive Carl Jackson
Ad Production Barbara Newall
Ad Typesetting Eddie Burke |
Marketing Manager Steve Tagger
Database Development Manager
Victoria Quinn-Harkin
Production Manager Alan Capper
Circulation Director David Wren
Distribution COMAG (01895) 444055
Subscriptions & Back Issues
Database Direct 0151-357 1275
Email: database@dbdirect.demon.co.uk
Managing Director lan Bloomfield
Cover Jim Eagers
Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation,
Acorn User is an independent publication and Acorn is

not responsible for any of the articles in this issue or

for any of the opinions expressed.

13 issue subscription rate: £39.99 (UK),
£53.99 (EU), £68.99 (World)

S ©1996 IDG Media Ltd. i
! ‘No material may be reproduced in whole or in part
without written permission. While every care is taken,

420t} ’it.

Assista'nt Editor Karen Peach
Art" Ed.lltor Jim Eagers soSpiEk
Production Editor Alan McLachlan +) O yesi

Public Domain
A special looking at the best demos

"= Cover Disc
f{'ﬁ Play Twin World, the great game from
Ubi-Soft, plus lots more

Game Show
Games compatibility on the
StrongARM

;:’bi Burnt Sienna: Val, Frost
l What does it all mean?

‘»J;”;] Back Issues

You can complete your collection while
stocks last

Subscribers’ page
Take advantage of our special
subscription deals

Letters
Be heard on the pages of AU

The Regan Files
AU talks to Stephen Streater of Eidos

the publishers cannot be held legally responsible for
| any errors in_ articles, listings or advertisements

Free ads |
To pick up a bargain look on this
month's cover disc

e hands on

*INFO
More Circle Challenge results plus
plenty of psychedelic sensations

an

4 Making it go
& 1 software for Mike Cook’s serial I/O
board project

C for yourself
Reading and writing data

Rambles through
Acorn Wood
More hints and tips from Mike Cook

e education

. Editorial
“'u Find out what's happening in the
Education world

March 1997

’ Advertisers index

See page 73

Dream on Mike
Rusty Dreamer from Sherston reviewed

Round again
CD-ROM reviews

reviews

An eye for detail
Choosing a flatbed scanner

Making it pay
HardCash from RaspSoft reviewed

Order out of chaos
Oregan's StudioSound tested

Draggie/Menu Bar
Drag down, knock out comparative
review of app launchers

e features

9 Passing comment
w/ The penultimate HTML tutorial

I wrote that...
Paul LeBeau, author of the original
Acorn Web site

The Acorn User website
Check it out at:
http:/iwww.idg.co.uk/acornuser
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The Acorn User Website has been refurbished

Next month in Acorn User

We'll be reviewing Zip
drives and there’s the first
part of our fantastic new
series on creating 3D
graphic games.

Next issue on sale 20 March 1997
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SR SmAT, age 7+ dMation  38.78
smArt Faces: English dMation 17,63
= smArt Fantasy dtdation  17.63
smArt Fashion dpaton  17.63
smArtFiler, age 7+ dMation: 2820
smArt Homes: English dMation 17,63
Smudge Discovers the World, age 59 Storm 4465
Smudge Punctuates, age 5+ Storm  32.90
Smudge the Scientist, age 4+ Storm  44.65
8 Smudge the Spaniel, age 4+ Storm 22,33
Somerset Talking Computer Project Learning Material

Space City, age 7.9 sherston  29.38
| SparkES Piling23.50
Speaking Starspell Fisher  48.18

i, /Special cs  11.75

Spelling week-by-week, k52 Chalksoft  28.20.
Spex+ Full version Aspex 4465
Spex+ Home version Aspex  38.78

: Acom  35.00%E35
" Risc PC Technical Reference Manual  Acomn  55.00£55

Sibelius 6, ks3.4 Sibelivs 180.95 £154 e : i
Sibelius 7. Sibellus 974.08 £829 £ If itis 3.14 or more you just pay the above prices.

Longman  30.00%£30

240 Mb
540 Mb
Smaller sizes ax i [

IDE Internal Hard Disc Kit for Archimedes range:

tdipse  32.90 £28
Gameswy: 1998 £17
Audio 278.48 £237

Risc PC700 5M HD540 14” Monitor Acom 1447.60 £1232 =

{ Risc PC700 5M HD540 4x CD 14* Monitor 1496 95 £1274 Audio 297.28 £253
S 08 2t o9 BS i PC700 T0M HD1GB 14” Monitor Acom 1596 a3 £1358 Acom 8695 €74
£20 1.6Gb i 3 [‘2‘89 Risc PC700 10M HD1GB 17" Monitor Acom 1972.82 £1679 d CC 15040 £128
£22 ; ki s Risc PC700 10M HD1GB 4x €D 14" Monitorts43,81£1399 = ScanLight 256 for A3000/3010/3020/A4000
£15 Spe— - & Risc PC700 10M HD1GB 4x CD 17 Monitor1996 33 £1699 €c 16215£138
£02 A 3000 CD bar ains ke 1sbivinie audo card wsp eo15 €58 Wscanlight Video 256 A310/400/5000/Risc PC
£47 g " Cx 5x%86-100 Card for Rise PC Aleph 397.15 £338 €c 22090£188
£95/ Ergo Keyboard for Risc PC Castla 44,65 £38 Scanlight Video 256 A3000/A4000 cC 22090 £188
£44 Do you already have an ICS IDE interface? i Ethernet Interface & Access+ far Risc PC/A7000 SCS! Interface for A300/400/540/5000/7000/
igg 5, 7 Acom 13983 £119 Sms: :cuusi?m . Cumana 11515 égg
Power-tec SCSI Il Card for Risc PC Alsystems 204,45 £174 ound Byte Recorder VIl 5640 £4
ﬁg S new Low prlces Risc PC 1 - 2 Mb VRAM Upgrade  Atomwide 111.63 E95 [«3jfSound Force 1 Multimedia PC Speaker System
2 : d Risc PC 2 Mb VRAM Acom 22913 £195 ) QuickShat  39.95 £34
fgg 8-speed Upgrade for A3000 Series with ICS’CISDEZ,S $3£200 Risc PC (Series B and above) Single Slice Upgrade : Sportster Vi 14.4 external US Robobics 112.80 £96
£75 5 Acom 88,13 £75 8§ Sportster Vi 33,6 kbs external US Robotics 173,78 £153
£30 8 ~You need Risc 05 3.1 and a free external IDE connector~ Risc PC 586-100 Card Acom 467,65 £398 B Sportster Voice 336k Modem + Voyager, 12 months
5 Check the version number of your IDEFS module: Risc PC DX2-66 Card Acom 291,40 £248 g Argo. 404,20 £344
press £12 and type *Help IDEFS Rise PC DX4-100 Card Acorn 350,15 £298 {8 Tela-Card X08 177.43£151 B«
¥ SCSI Il Interface rqr Risc PC (32 bit) - Cumana 173.90 £148 AR Tele-Card + Teletext-Turbo XO0B 420.65 £358 3
£25 If it 2.5 or more but less than 3.14 SIMM 4 Mb 32 bit a1.13 £35 M TV Tuner with Teletext . LC 17390£148
your Interface needs a modification costing £19. L SIMM 8 Mb 32 bit s2.68 £45 [NEY User Port Analogue / MIDI for A3000 Series and A4000)

i 3 £55 B2 Acori  68.15 £58
g&mn;lg;:ﬂb el o s e110 (e User Part Analogue / MIDI far ASDOD, Risc PC

=~ Acom. 98.70 £84
s Acom. 29140 £245 BB o1 24 A30D0/3010/3020/4000 Interal

HECS 10223 £87

If it is less than 2,5 please call for advice

=8 |[DE CD only kits

£15 baughtwith computer Acom 11633 £93 1= §yrii0n 24 ASOO0/400/300RISCPC Hees 10223 £87
£15 - ALL IC5 CD PRODUCTS REQUIRE RISC OS5 3.1 - T EEr T Vision 24 508 line A3000/32010/3020/4000 internal
£24 Y “Ng-speed for A3000 Series IS 289.05 £246 Pr’nters b HCCs 13630 €116
f;é lB-speed for Archimedes Ics 27613 £235 Vision 24 508 line AS000/400/300/Risc PC
8-speed for Risc PC Ic5 17290 £148 : HCes 12630 £116
gg 8-speed + HDFS for A3000 Series 1cs 301,98 £257 ) J9)-30 Bubble Jet gff"‘e' (Black) Canon 16215 f:gs Vision Master Colour Monitor 15%  ijyema 205,00 £295
€19, = B-speed + HDFS for Risc PC ics 1eaooci60] g20 Bubklx\e Jet Printer (White) Canon 16215138 vicion Master Colour Monitor 177 flyama. 498.00 £498
; IDE CD Interface for A3000 Serles ics @33 £71 | {BIC-70 Colour Bubble et Printer (Black)Canon 21032 £179. 7 vision Master Colour Monitor 17 Pro iyema 52400 £534

n i Pri ar ) 9 i I i
IDE CD Interfzce for Archimedes s on1s poa | {BIC-70 Colour Bubble Jet Printer (White)Canon 210.33 £17 lV\fh\sper Fan Quietener (for A300/A400 Series only)

{ v T BJC-240 Colour Bubble Jet Printer Ganon 210,33 £179 ics 1763 £15
£ dn: COiisaan (DRl RE ICER e ertesdd BJC-620 Colour Bubble Jet Printer Canon' 381,88 £325 Wizzo5 for ABOOO s 4583 £39
D el SR PR Ic5 7755 E66 - p)C-un Ik Cartridge, Black High Capacity Zip Disc 100 Mb (needs no nterface) Vi 1645 £14
£10 e ] i Cangn 1410 £12 Zip Pack (drive + disc) (needs no infaria
£24 IDE HD + CD k’ts 1{BIC-6xx Ink Cartridge, Cyan Canon 1175 £10 20 mo
£38 BIC-Bxx Ink Cartridge, Magenta Canon 1175 £10
£33 BJC-Bxx Ink Cartridge, Yellow Canon 1175 £10

42 le Jet Printer  Canon 26438 £225
Split an Image, age 7-16 sherston 19.98° £17 - FOR A3000 SERIES - 8C-4200 Colour Bubbl
Splosh+ Kudlan 4465 E38 — ALL ICS CD PRODUCTS REQUIRE RISC 05 3.1 — BIC-4550 Colour Bubble Jet Printer Canan 363,08 £309 !
Spobbleoid Fantasy Fourth 3290 £28 170 Mb + 8-speed Ics 403,03 £343 Bubble Jet BIC-4000 Ink Cartridge, Black Canon 3055 £26 .
& Star Fighter 3000 reatiet 27,03 £23 [B| 240 Mb = B.speed s nsos 375 SNBubble Jet BIC-4000 Ink Cartridge, ColourCanoné7.00 £40 for details
i Starspell Fsher 3055 £26 540 Mb + 8-spead ice 47823 £407 " Bubble Jet BIC-4000 Ink Tank, Black  Canon  10.58
StartWrite kon 6463 £55 i 5 " Bubble Jet BIC-4000 Ink Tank, Colour Canon
Stereoworld fourth  32.90 £28 n —~ Desklet 340 He 20563 £175
1ig of the Dump, K523 {not Risc PC) Sherston  28.20 5 Desklet 500 Series / Deskwriter Ink Cartridge,
Stig of the D £24
strongGuard ARM Club - 23.50 £20 Black double capacity HP 2468 £21
E:Hdiﬂg-" + 52‘61360(24";;. 4 Pﬂ::ﬂﬂ’ﬂ 145,70 f::g: Desklet 500 Series Tri-chamber Colour Ink Cartridge
s L {DECD Drive :speed | les 12338 €105 He Carriage is free within mainland UK if you pa
Stunt Racer 2000 for Risc PC fourth 2820 £24 8L \pE 3y, Hard Disc, 170 Mb ics 9083 £85 [ Desklet 600 Serles Ink Cartridge, Black  Hp. B m%emgl vo0.pay
I Stunt Racer 2000 Extra Tracks fourth 1880 £16 5| IDE 214 Hard Disc, 240 Mb ics 12800 £109 1M Desklet 600 Series Ink Cartridge, Colour  HP
PRt shesn. 2709 E23 8l \nE 234 Hard Disc, 540 Mb s 17273 £147 [ § Desklet 690C e Cheques ks'“?“'? dbe made payable to lan
ablehate Paiada . 3408 1e : + MDesklet 870Cxi He Copestake Limited.
TABS e fTtes g0 ! IDE 3% Hard Disc, 540 Mb iCs 175,08 £149 ‘ ¢ ;
| Talking Animated Alphabet, age 36 Sharnon. 3290 £28 |1 IDE 3% Hard Disc. 1000 Mb ics 21738 £185 ) JIEP-L TUT"W Cacﬂ”d%E 'ﬂf' LE&;’S Canan You may also pay by credit carcriJ1 debit card or
Talking Clocks, k51,2 Topalog 3760 £321 =1 IDE 3%" Hard Disc, 1.6 Gb ics 28083 £239 f§ WEP31 b Snzoe IorERR fann i Switch. We normally make no charge for this,
Talking Nursey Rhymes FD, age -6 Sherston 4583 £39. = |DE HD Interface for A3000 Series ics 8813 £75 ';(”F’“?Z‘DD'- 2 :g;gnzs | and take no payment until goods are
Talking PenDown, k51-3 tongman 6228 £5334° LIDE MD Interface for Archimedes s 2050 £608 Y2NIYS BN e despatched. We need your address as known
: RTalking Rhymes Pack 1, kst Topoleg 2820 £24 i = 1) HStylus 500 Epson 287.68 to the card issuer, the card number and expiry
£ King A0y : e %ea) |IDE HDInterface for Risc PC ics 7050 £60{E Siylus Color 200 thson 18213 155 i S e A e
i II‘ETH';':’II:EESE ROk ”‘;21 IDE HD Interface + User Port for A3000 Series nfxlrﬁ‘be?ri‘f anye valid from date and Issue
| Werewol!  24.68 ics 9283 £79 i . . .
) TechWiter icon 16920 £144 K D or Second Hard Disc Fitting Kit for Risc PC ; Ot her ha I d ware If you leave an order on our answering machine
TechWriter Professional leon 22443 £191 s 1178 El0f .please include your telephone number, your

- f Termite Basic Doggy. 57.58
|{ Termite Internet Doggy ' 92,83
Textease Version 2 Softease 5640
Time Detectives ... The Victorians, KS2 Sherston  42.35

4 Time Machine Fourth: 22.33

Time Traveller - Britain Since 1930, Ks2 DA 31.73
Time Traveller - The Victorians, ksz A 3173
Time Traveller - Tudors & Stuarts, k52 LDA 31,73
TinyDraw/TinyLego, Ks1,2 Topalog 2938
Tizzy's Toybox FD, age 4-6 Sherston 45.83.
TopModel Spacetech 115.15
Topographer Clares  £9.33
Touch Type jola 4465
B Trace Pilling  10.58

N Trecka 184 19.98
i TurboDriver Canon CC 4583
TurboDriver Epson Stylus 800 CC 4583

S
S

OR PRERPAID SA

INCTHE L)

4Teletext-Turbo X0B 267.90£228

g4 Hard Disc Cradle Kit for Archimedes ics 1763 £15 card details as above, and your calculation of

A305/310/440 RISC 05 3 Carrier Board  weL 2233 £19
E‘;g Bl Hard Disc Fitting Kt for A3000 ics 823 £7 & Ya7000 aM HO540 Acorn 1056.33 £899 BN lhe‘tlota\ payment due.
£4g i Hard Disc Fitting Kit for A3020 i 823 £7 |A7000 4M HD540 4% CD Acom 173,83 £999 kMl Official orders are welcome from UK edu-
£42 [ Hard Disc Fitting Kit for Risc PC 5% bay ics 2350 £20 § | Auto-Scan 1438 Monitor (14") (AKF 50 alternative) cational and government institutions (invoices
£19 g Hard Disc Form Factor Converter 2% to 3%"ics 823 £7 Microvitec 299,63 £255 are due for payment within 14 days and are
£27 B8 Second Hard Disc Fitting Kit for AS000 s 1763 £15 Auto-Scan 1450 Monitor (14*) (AKF 60 alternative) subject to carriage and late payment charges). | B
£27 B=Esecond Hard Disc Y Power Lead s 821 £7 I Mierovitec 229,13 £195 Pri includi h ERAY o
<} : rices including VAT are shown in italics,
£27 - — [S]Backplane, 4-slot 4-layer with fan FEL 6463 E55 followed by the price excluding VAT: eg %
£25 ) [$51 Casio QV-10A Camera Acom 408.90 £348 i b !
: £11.75 £10". Zero-rated items are marked
£39 ColorMobile Direct Scanner for Windowsprmax 175.08 £149 : :
£98 KLY f 3 V0. Please pay the amount including VAT |yl
ColorMobile Office Scanner for Windowsfrimax233.83 £199 - d O
£59 X DeskTV Entry Card Vellowstone 217,38 £185 unless you are a VAT-registered EC customer 3
£38 (€11 IDE 3%:" Removable Hard Disc Cartridge $Q310, 105 Mb DeskTV. Standard (with Tuner) Yellowstone 232,65 £198 outside the UK, in which case please quote ||
£9 syquest 2938 £25 Bl 30 Audio. 10810, £92 your international VAT number. Ours is
£17 18 7 IDE 3% Remavable Hard Disc Cartridge 5Q327, 270 Mb B D1 50- 5 Audie. 197.40 £168 GB 595 7258 84. Kl
gg SyQuest 4230 £36 B Frqo Keyboard i Castle 11515 £98 Overseas carriage: If you are paying by credit

IDE Removable Hard Disc Kit for A5000,. 270 Mb

L
{2 Ethernet Interface, A40D 10base2+T Access+ card we will add airmail and insurance at cost,
!

el i X : "
- H;ﬁnc'::;: Ec indl Scan-Light Prcfessluna!cc e : : iCs 42183£359 ' : Atomwide 11633 £99 Otherwise ﬂlease add £6 (Europe) or at least |&'Y
b} Rling 1880 £16 IDE Removable Hard Disc Kit for Risc PC, 270 Mb % Fan Kit for A300/ A400 Series Ics 17.63 £15 £12 (elsewhere) for each software item and )
Twain Epson GT800D, 6500 piing 1880 £16 1 ics 42183 £359 9 - GamesPad Dual Gamesw. 3525 £30 <yl send a pounds sterling bank draft payable at
Twain HP Scanjet I, llc, flex Piling = 1880 £16 Remoavable Hard Disc Fitting Kit for AS000ics  29.38 £25 GamesPad Pro Dual Gamesw 39.95 £34 a London clearing bank, or Eurocheques for
TWO (Task and Window Organiser) Ics” 1175 £10 Removable Hard Disc Fitting Kit for Risc PC 5%" bay GT-5000 A4 Colour Flatbed Scanner (paraliel port) siiis not more than £100 each. }
TypeStudio Beebug 3290, £28 s 2350 £20 . Epsan 410,01 e i da
Uy;pde!m Quantum 1763 £15 i tlam 197.40 £168 All products, prices and specifications are
Vector, age 9+ dMation 6815 £58 Lambdal6 idam 115.15 £98 offered in good faith and are subject to
VersaTile tongman 47.00 £40 Acorn portables Midi Max cc 7950 £68 availability and change without notice. Special
&rlua: gﬂ:-ﬂugusﬁa Course Fourth 1528 i;; Midi Port Standard Podule for AS000, A7000, Risc PC offers apply only while stocks last. Goods are
inual (o IULIR a3 Acom 6345 £54 uaranteed but we do not supply them on
Virtualise Clares. 2350 £20 A-Link for Pocket Book Acom  59.91 £51 Movie Magic cc 23265€198) gpproval. Returns (in original pgcpkya‘ ing) and
&VIE‘; 20 C’Jsv zg.; Si(l) Flash D!s: 512K for Pocket Book Acom 9283 £79 Mozant Digital Audio Yellowstone 6933 £59 cancellations can only be accepted by prior
()3 OXf x lares e Flash Disc 1 Mb for Pocket Book Acorn 119.85 £102 Parallel Port MIDI Interface esp 8695 £741 agreement and there may be a charge to
Voyage of Discovery, age 913 shemten, 38,42 Malns Adaptor for Pocket Book Acom 1880 £16 PWIPD Cartridge, 650 Mb Rewritable  Panasonic 4465 €381 @ cover the costs involved.
venasas ey A e 518 ) Wparalel Link for Packet ook Acom 3290 £28 -
{1 \eraner 12 months e gl e :33225 gggt :1‘ fiﬁf Rl ;fgz;ggg Authorised Acorn Dealer and Deaveloper
! ararobe, opolog A YNty |
- BwWatch - Magic Grandad 90 Years Ago Longman 30.55 £26 Cheques payable to lan Copestake Limited please [
|, flWeb Designer’s Toolkit R-Comp 2820 £24 M 2
What Do You Know?, age 4 Cambs Soht 2703 £23 emory Dept U701B, 1 K|ngt°n road
Winlogo, k514 Longman 8460 £72 3 & |
Viofdbeography Mops Miao$ 2820 £24 IR 305/310/440 1 - 4 Mb feL 13865 £118 West Klrby WIRRAL |
World Wildlife Graphics Mo 1263 £15 Perihniney -Upgr‘adahle :Ff: e M _d E I d’ L48 5ET |
WorraCad Oak 7638 £65 A d &
Worst Witch, age 7-10 (not Risc PQ) Sherston 2820 £24 A30001 -4 Mb IFEL - 99,88 £85 erseySl el ng an Ll i
Zig Zag - Vikings tongman 3878 £33 BEA30101 -2 Mb FEL 4465 £3B .
200, Kst Topolog 19.98. £17 A3010 4 Mb FEL 9283 £79 Tel: 0151-625 1006 Fax: 0151-625 1007 |
B A3020 / A4000 2 - 4 Mb o IFEL 8695 £74 g
R A B sales@ianco.co.uk

http://www.ianco.co.uk
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Xemplar makes a successful

BETT debut

IT SEEMS hard to believe that Xemplar
wasn’t at last year’s BETT education show
because, then, the joint venture between
Acorn and Apple hadn't started operations.
Xemplar Education Limited wasn’t
launched until April last year. So BETT'97,
at the beginning of January, was Xemplar’'s
BETT debut and for its efforts, it came away
with no less than two prizes in the
Educational Computing and Technology
awards and enjoyed exceptional attendance
on its stand during the show.

Brendan O’Sullivan, Xemplar Education’s
managing director, said: “To win one of the
prestigious Educational Computing and
Technology awards in our first year of oper-
ation is a fantastic achievement. To win two
is a vindication that the research and devel-
opment which has been invested in our
solutions has been worthwhile. The awards
confirm that our solutions-led approach is
the best for education and we are looking
forward to more wins in years to come!

“BETT ‘97 was a very exciting event for
Xemplar. Being the company’s first BETT, it
gave us the opportunity to demonstrate and
show visitors the progress we have made in
the months since our launch. It also gave
many of us a chance to catch up with some
old friends and colleagues. Particularly
encouraging for myself was the massive
interest shown in the new technology
demonstrated on our stand, highlighting
the fact that the schools community is keen
to embrace a new era in educational IT.”

And the rest...

Xemplar's award winners
were the Xemplar Junior
Toolbox for RISC OS and
the Pocket Book which won
silver awards in the Primary
Hardware and new Home
Computing  categories
respectively. Meanwhile,
Acorn’s StrongARM proces-
sor card won a gold award
in the Secondary Hardware
category.

One of the main attrac-
tions at the Xemplar stand was a working
intranet (private Internet operating over a
local network) which was also connected to
the global Internet. The ‘live’ stand was
designed to demonstrate how a school can
share resources, create Web pages and
connect to the Internet as well. Acorn’s
Network Computer and Apple’s interesting
new Newton-based eMate 300 portable
computer for schools also attracted much
attention.

The concept of the school being the hub
of a local community-wide high-tech learn-
ing network was also being promoted by
Xemplar. The theory is that while children
might think they spend a lifetime behind
the school gates, in fact classes only make
up a small fraction of a typical year and an
increasing amount of learning is taking
place in the home and other places through
the use of portable computers, computers at
home and the Internet.

Xemplar also introduced its new Xemplar
Curriculum Centres (XCCs), a UK-wide
network of customer information and
support centres designed to provide guid-
ance in the light of the increasing number
of curriculum initiatives in the local govern-
ment, grant maintained and Independent
sectors.

Xemplar Education Limited, tel: (01223)
724200, fax: 01223 724 300. Web:
http://www.xemplar.co.uk/

ANT's Internet Suite won a gold award in the Educational Computing
and Technology awards held at the recent BETT'97 show., ANT's
award was in the Secondary Software category and director Martin
Coulson accepted his company's accolade from Gillian Shepherd MP,
the Secretary of State for Education. Coulson commented: “We are
extremely proud to have won this prestigious award and would like
to thank all the customers who nominated us. | would also like to
thank the team at ANT who have worked on developing the Internet
Suite and supporting our users in education.”

Congratulations also to RComp who received the bronze award in
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this category for HTMLEdIt 2.

For the third year John Crick of Crick Software has scooped the
EC&T BETT Gold Award in the Special Needs category, in recognition
of the easy-to-use Clicker range of products. On collecting the award
John Crick said: “I am extremely delighted to receive this award. | am
sure that Clicker 2 has become so successful because we were able to
incorporate so much feedback from the users themselves.”

The silver award in his section went to SEMERC for the
Rollerball Plus.

In the Primary Software section SoftEase came out on top receiv-
ing the Gold award for Talking TextEase. Geoff
Titmuss of SoftEase said: “We are absolutely delighted
to win this prestigious award, and very pleased that
so many people agree that Talking TextEase is ‘simply
| the best’. The Gold Award is certainly a major mile-
stone on our road to success’. Science Explorer (YITM)
got Silver and Junior Sibelius received the Bronze
award.

ART also received a gold in the Secondary
Hardware section for the StrongARM.

Well done to everyone.



news

US interactive TV technology deal

The Curtis Mathes Holding Corporation has
announced that the company’s forthcoming line
of UniView interactive television products will be
based on ARM processor technology. Both Acorn
and ARM worked together to win the Curtis
Mathes business, and Acorn User sources say
Acorn is especially pleased with the deal because
Curtis Mathes decided to drop a Motorola-based
project in favour of ARM after seeing what Acorn
had already achieved with ARM.

“By choosing Acorn’s RISC-based technolo-
gies, we have ensured that our products will
perform with the superior graphics and features
demanded by today’s consumers,” said Curtis
Mathes chairman and chief operating officer
Patrick A. Custer. “We are convinced that work-
ing with Acorn will allow us to accommodate

our need for greater expandability in the future
to keep our products on the cutting edge.”

Acorn’s ART director, Peter Bondar,
commented: “This is another example of a major
company investing in the use of Acorn technol-
ogy. Curtis Mathes came to us to provide a range
of technologies because they were aware of our
flexibility and experience in this market. We
were very quickly able to provide a solution for
their market requirement proving again Acorn’s
ability to allow a customer a real-time-to-market
advantage.”

Curtis Mathes’ UniView set-top products are
expected to retail in the US for less than $400
(£250) and the technology will also be inte-
grated into a line of Curtis Mathes premier
television sets.

Stop thief!

RS COMPONENTS, better known
as a supplier of electronic and
clectrical components from resis-
tors to batteries, is introducing
security products including
clamp plates, cable Kits, screw-on
kits, notebook lock Kits,
computer peripheral security
locks and base locks. Some of the
kits are also suitable for similar
sized items of equipment, like
audio and video units.

The market for solutions to

prevent computer theft is grow-
ing very fast, with government
figures revealing that there has
been a 60 per cent rise in
computer-related theft in the last
two years. the average value of
items stolen amounts to £25,000.
Schools and homes are especially
vulnerable, exactly the kind of
place you might find an Acorn
computer.

RS Components, tel: (01536)
201234, fax: (01536) 201501.

Flash by name.

THE UK'S NUMBER one modem supplier, US Robotics,
has started supplying the latest version of the best-
selling Sportster modem family. The Sportster Flash,
as its name suggests, uses flash memory sa enabling
| new features to be added via software at a later
| date. This has been possible with USR's more expen-
sive Courier modems for some time.

As initially supplied, the
Sportster Flash is visually and
operationally much like its
immediate predecessor, the
Sportster Voice, This means it
can operate at either 33.6K
bits/sec or 28.8K bits/sec,
depending on the remote
service you're connected to
and it has voice and fax modes.
A free software upgrade to
update the modem’s flash

- memory will soon be available

| to virtually double the perfor-

i mance of the modem when |

' connected to certain services.
The upgrade will add a 2!

56K bits/sec mode which is steadily hemg supported

by an increasing number of on-line service prowders :
Depending on the kind of data being transmitted, in

x2 made, the Sportster Flash will be able to send or
receive data at around 10, 000 bytes per second,

“making a megabyte data transfer take less than two

minutes. Registered Sportster Flash owners will be

from USR's bulletin board.

UK Internet
providers
CompuServe, Netcom, Cable
On-Line, AOL, Cable Internet,

have all committed to provid-
ing 56Kbps dial up ports for
their users some time this
year. The Sportster Flash has a
suggested price of £229,

warranty. e
Us Robotqcs leuted te
(01189) 228 200,

http:{lwww.usr.co.uk

able to download the software
service

UUNET Pipex,

Virgin Net and Which On-line

which includes a flve year

o T e R R AR LR AR A AR AL A

Xemplar gets
Photorealistic

Xemplar has declared that it is
committed to supporting Canon’s
interesting enhanced colour
bubble jet printing technology,
called Photorealism, for RISC OS.
Drivers fully supporting Canon's
new Photorealism printers are
expected to be announced by the
end of February, according to a
Xemplar spokesman. Xemplar has
also announced RISC OS support
for selected Apple flat bed colour
scanners.

CC need ARM
programmers

If you believe you are an expert
ARM programmer and you have
nothing better to do, Computer
Concepts would like to hear from
you. Several contract opportunities
need to be fulfilled at CC to supple-
ment in-house work. For more
information, contact Kate Moir at
CC: E-mail kate@cconcepts.co.uk, or
tel: (01442) 351 000.

Acorn re-groups
Last year we witnessed Acorn's
public partitioning into separate
business divisions, like Acorn RISC
Technology (ART), Acorn Online
Media (AOM) and Acorn Network
Computing (ANC). These divisions
had their own phone numbers and
their own distinct identities.

However, Acorn is now retreat-
ing from this idea. An informed
source tells us that last year Acorn
felt it needed to create a new iden-
tity which underlined its core
technology disciplines and sepa-
rated it from the educational
computing tag, which is now
owned by Xemplar. Now it's time
to concentrate on the ‘new’ Acorn
as a group of companies under the
Acorn banner once more. The divi-
sions will continue to have their
own names and identities but they
have less emphasis in the group's
public exposure.

Plus now the phone answers
‘Acorn Group’ once more!

March 1997 Acorn User
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The future on the Web

is... orange

Jaffa Software, the company which
brought you WimpWorks, has set up

its own Web site on the Internet.
WimpWorks is a RISC OS desktop

application development tool. Jaffa

say that instead of settling for
another attempt to market a prod-

uct, their new Web site is a "dynamic

environment in which users can

exchange hints and tips and down-
load applications developed by other

users of WimpWorks. You can also
download a free demo version of

WimpWorks from the site. The Jaffa

Software site sounds interesting,
even though its address -

http://www.warwick.ac.uk/~csube

- is somewhat cryptic!

You can also contact Jaffa Software

via e-mail to: jaffa@cryogen.com

CC Canon BJC-620 deal
When the original Canon BJC-620 was

launched three years ago it had a

princely price of over £600. Canon have
since made the printer better, faster and

sharper and now CC is selling them,
complete with TurboDrivers, for just
£279 + VAT. The Canon 600-series is
notable because it uses separate ink

cartridges for each primary colour. You

will be able to see the Canon BJC-620

and all the other CC products, including

bargain specials on multimedia prod-
ucts, at the forthcoming Wakefield

show. Finally, networked server versions

of Impression and ArtWorks now

support a wider range of network cards,

New West Midlands

Acorn user group
The first meeting of a new Acorn

user group in the West Midlands was
scheduled to take place in Dudley on

Friday 7th February. The West
Midlands Acorn User Group
(WMAUG) will then meet every

other Friday thereafter between 7pm

and 9pm at the St. Thomas's
Community Network, Beechwood
Road, Dudley, West Midlands.

WMAUG meeting's will feature talks,

demonstrations, help and support,

including annual bring and buys, etc.
For more information, please contact

Andrew Timmins at either: e-mail

andrewtimmins@castlehighsch.camp
us.bt.com or phone: (01384) 865580

(after 5pm).
Acorn User March 1997
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Mapping the detectives with Sherston

SHERSTON SOFTWARE, the learning software
specialist, will feature the work of its best sell-
ing author, Simon Hosler, on a CD-ROM title
for the first time. The new title, Map
Detectives, is to be released in April. Map
Detectives is an interactive multimedia-
enhanced package which teaches mapping and
compass skills.

According to Sherston, the teaching of geog-

raphy is an area not particularly well served
with software. Map Detectives is aimed at 8 to
12-year-olds and was developed on Sherston’s
own authoring system, Playbook. Map
Detectives will cost around £45 when it is
released in April and the CD-ROM will be
triple (Acorn/Mac/PC) standard.

Sherston Software, tel: (01666) 840 433, fax:
(01666) 840 048, e-mail: info@sherston.co.uk

L R T R R S

for Macromedia Director multimedia applica-
tions over a year ago, ostensibly for Online

Macromedia Director for PD CD-ROM

ACORN TOOK out a licence to provide support  Director.” When we reminded her that Acorn
had actually licensed the technology some while
back she asked if we could find out if Acorn was

Media set top box develop-
ments. However, there is a

going to implement it for
RISC OS. Yes came the

= answer from Acorn’s ART

growing demand for the =

technology to be supported

director, Peter Bondar:

education software company,
Inclusive Technology, has
just announced a suite of
special needs software which
was developed using a
Macromedia Director author-
ing package for Apple and
Windows platforms.
Inclusive Technology’s devel-
opment director, Trish
Hornsey, told us: “We'd love
to port these programs to the
Acorn platform but Acorn
doesn’t support Macromedia

L

on ordinary RISC OS. New s

s “We should be ready to
) release it in two to three
months.”

Apparently develop-
ment software is already
being evaluated by
selected third-party Acorn
software developers. The
arrival of Director capabil-
ity will undoubtedly
provide access to an
important selection of
applications developed
using the Macromedia
technology.




RiscTV

The Award Winning Desktop Television System is only £298.45!*

*Price of the complete package including expansion card, software, postage and VAT

THE 1996

CORNUSER

AWARDS

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT

IRLAM INSTRUMENTS

HAS WON FIRST PRIZE IN THE
ACORN USER AWARD CATEGORY OF

BEST EXPANSION CARD

FOR

STEVE TURNBUL L (Epivan)

6) 2

Rise TV is a unique multimedia digitiser complete with
built-in television tuner and audio processor. It allows
you to watch television on the desktop and digitise high
quality still images from the tuner or an external video
source.

Risc TV uses hardware to update the screen, so your
computer runs at full speed and the real-time display
is always true colour (24 bit) irrespective of screen
mode. The display can also be scaled to any size or
made full-screen.

There is simply no other expansion card which can
come close to Rise TV's image size, colour depth and
speed of update. In recognition of this performance,
Acorn User have given Rise TV the '1996 Best
Expansion Card' award.

. For the Complete Picture...

Iirlam Instruments Ltd, Brunel Institute for Bioengineering, Brunel University,
Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 3PH. Tel/Fax 01895 811401. Email: sales@irlam.co.uk

Please note: Rise TV works on A5000 & RISC PC machines (requires one free expansion slot). You must have
RISC OS 3.1 or later, a hard disc and 2Mb RAM minimum. Rise TV has a full 1 years guarantee. E & OE.

Risc TV Features

(7 24 bit framestore providing 16.7 million
colours updated at 50Hz.

(1 Real-time display sizes of over 1024 x 768.

7 No DMA slot required. Risc TV even works
on A5000's!

(7 No processor power required to update
the video window.

(7 Real-time control of scaling, filtering,
contrast, brightness and saturation.

(7 On-board TV Tuner covers all VHF and UHF
channel frequencies.

(3 Tuners suitable for European and other TV
systems available on request.

(7 Auxiliary inputs for composite video and
S-VHS sources.

(3 Audio support including control of bass,
balance and treble adjustments.

ATV tuner fitted as standard.

(1 Modular system provides support for future
expansion and upgrade.

Optional Upgrades

A teletext hardware module is already available for
RiscTV. This comes complete with software at the
very modest price of £45.83 including VAT.

Teletext pages can be selected and viewed in the
desktop, and subsequently saved as sprite or plain
text files, for use with other applications. Fastext
and index page links are fully supported

We are working on at least one other major upgrade
to be released in the coming weeks!

Access




The UK’s premier
Acorn peripherals
manufacturer

CASTLE TECHNOLOGY

SPECIAL PURCHASE
120Mb and 400Mb Hard Drives

for A3020 / A3010 / A3000 (Risc OS 3.1 required)

ANFLAT 1I |

SCSI Flatbed scanner
plus SCSI Il Interface

The single pass high
quality Scanflat Il
range of A4 flatbed
scanners is a new
and improved
version of the highly
successful Scanflat
series. With a new -
compact footprint to save space, and improved
scanning speeds, the Scanflat Il provides both quality
and ease of use for the busy office or classroom.

Available now in 600dpi and 800dpi versions.

120Mb
ex VAT "5 ex VAT

£90.00 {11750 [£120.00 {15275

400Mb

inc_delivery
& YAT

A3020

A3010 ind Interface |£129.00 £16333 [£159.00 {1958

A3000 ind Interface £159.00 £1%58

£129.00 £[6333

A further unexpected bulk purchase allows this unbeatable
offer to be repeated - order NOW to avoid disappointment!

Scanfiat 1l 600 & 800

Get one of our Special Offer hard drives and dramatically increase the
power of your Acorn. Fit it yourself - no special knowledge is required and
no extra parts are needed. Just connect and go!

© New versions with 400x290mm footprint

# High resolution Scanflat 1200 still available

@ Line art, grey or 24-bit colour modes

# Pre-scan colour/brightness control

9 Free ImageMaster Software & TWAIN driver
# Full | year guarantee

SCSI Il INTERFACES from £66
(when bought with Scanflat Il Scanner):

A3000, A3010, A3020, A4000 £66 (£7755)
A310%, A400, A540, A5000, RiscPC, A7000F £72 (£84.60)
Castle Technology's plug-&-play software allows up to 7 SCS|

peripherals to be connected. Free software includes

1Setup (SCSI), Photonew. CDPlayer, and !Change FSI.

*Backphne may be required

€ Easy to fit

9 Uses Risc OS 3.1 for full compatibility
# All drives formatted and soak tested
#® Full | year guarantee

@ 500Mb also available

or any Acorn computer
(except Ad)

for only

The unique expand-
ability of SCSI makes
it so easy to install
extra SCSI hardware,

reproduce
beautiful

photos like

this!

Price in brackets includes
delivery and YAT

Brochure
Price

Offer
Price

Scanflat I 600 (600dpi)

£449
(£539.33)

£249
(£304.33)

Scanflat 11 800 (800dpi)

£549
(£656.83)

£299
(£363.08)

Available now!
Call 01728 621222

300 Kb/sec CD-ROM

Tray loading CD
Volume control

Headphone socket

£99

(£128.08 inc
DELIVERY & VAT)

and Castle Technology
is delighted to be able
to make this once-
in-a-lifetime CD-ROM
offer. Make use of the
wealth of CD-ROM
material available as
well as playing audio
CDs direct from your

*Spare slot
(for other SCSI devices)

SCSI cable

SCSI terminator
SCSI ID selector
Daisychain PSU
Whisper-quiet fan

£699
(£833.08)

£349 computer.

Scanflat 1200 (1200dpi) iy

Own internal PSU
SCSl in & expansion
Phono output (to hii etc)

ORDER NOW!
CALL 01728 621222
or order by FAX ON 01728 621179

Delivery £10 (£11.75 inc VAT) per order.

Prices exclude VAT unless otherwise indicated.

Cheques (allow 5 worki vs 1o clear), debit cards (Switch & Delta),
credit cards (2% charge may apply), and educational orders accepted.
All trademarks acknowledged. EQOE

Replay, Audio player,
PhotoCD etc compatible

Combo Case with CD-ROM

SCSI Il INTERFACES from £66
(when bought with CD-ROM):
A3000, A3010, A3020, A4000 £66 (£77.55 inc vaT)
A310', A400, A540, A5000, RiscPC, A7000" £72 (£84.60 inc viT)
Castle Technology's plug-&-play software allows up to 7 SCSI

*Use spare slot for
other SCSI devices:
Hard drives up to 2Gb from
£39 (100Mb), Panasonic PD
(600Mb optical + CD),
SyQuest, Jazz, Zip etc.
removable drives.
Faster CD-ROM drives are

available as an option -
Call for details

Castle Technology Ore Trading Estate Woodbridge Road
Framlingham Suffolk P13 911
e-mail: sales@castie-technology.co.uk
Web: hitp:/www.castle-technology.co.uk.

peripherals to be connected. Free software includes
!Setup (SCSI), PhotoView, CDPlayer, and !Change FSI.
.Badq*me may be required
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Argo’s Sound Byte recorder

ARGO INTERACTIVE
has produced a low
cost digital sound
recording kit called
the Sound Byte
Recorder. The £49
package includes a
microphone and the
Sonor sound editing
program. The micro-
phone plugs directly
into the mic socket
of most Acorn
computers and can be used with other audio recorders, like tape
recorders, for example. You don't even need to use the micro-
phone of course, simply record from a suitable audio source using
a direct lead.

Argo Interactive Ltd, tel: (01243) 815 815, fax: (01243) 815 805,
e-mail: info@argonet.co.uk

Switching on special needs

THE ACE Centre, based at
Ormerod School in
Headington, near Oxford,
has announced a new
program which was devel-
oped in conjunction with
SEMERC. HotSpots is an
interface program which
enables special needs switch
gear to control other
programs instead of using a
mouse or a touch screen.

HotSpots works by providing a number of hidden command buttons on
the screen that can be revealed by operating the switch, Users can then
scan through the commands and choose the correct one at the right time
by continuing to use the switch. The ACE Centre believes its mouse alter-
native is simpler and easier to use than others on the market.

The ACE Centre, tel: (01865) 63508, fax: (01865) 750188, e-mail:
acecent@dircon.co.uk
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Weather Reporter gets
an update

THE AUTOMATIC data logging
weather station supplied by The
Advisory Unit/Computers in
Education, has been endowed with
new software which aims to make
the weather station faster and easier
to use.

The Weather Reporter hardware
comprises a mast which installs on a
roof and is linked via a cable to your
computer. The mast can measure and
log wind speed, direction, temperature and rain fall 24 hours, 365
days a week. Virtual reality may be very trendy but a resource like
this, relating what is actually happening all around you, tends to
generate added fascination and interest among students.

The complete Weather Reporter outfit is priced £395 + VAT,
however, existing users can upgrade their software only for just
£55 + VAT,

The Advisory Unit, tel: (01707) 266714, fax: (01707) 273684, e-mail:
sales@advisory-unit.org.co.uk

Smiles please for Irlam

EPSON’S NEW PhotoPC 500 digital camera can now be used on the
Acorn platform thanks to Irlam Instruments. The PhotoPC 500
looks very much like a traditional 35mm compact camera but
where you might find the film chamber you will instead find 2Mb
of memory for storing 30 or 60 images, according to the resolution
mode selected.

The maximum frame resolution of the PhotoPC 500 is 640x480
pixels, captured in 24-bit colour. JPEG-style image compression is
used to reduce the 900K of raw image data down to a more
manageable 68K per picture. To double the number of pictures
which can be stored on the PhotoPC 500, you simply switch to a
half-resolution 320x240 mode. Add-on RAM is available to boost
the image capacity to 200 shots. A built-in flash with red-eye
reduction is featured.

The Irlam contribution is the Epson to Acorn transfer software
which accesses the camera’s memory via a serial port connection.
You are able to view thumbnails of images stored in the camera
and then selectively download the images required. Images can
also be exported in standard JPEG or Acorn Sprite format.

Irlam is selling the Epson PhotoPC as an Acorn-ready kit for
£499 including VAT.

Irlam Instruments,
sales@irlam.co.uk

tel/fax: (01895) 811401, e-mail:

Atari compatibility card?

ACCORDING TO THE Acorn CyberVillage
on the Web, a German company is possibly
building a Motorola 68030 co-processor
card for the Risc PC, expressly to provide
Atari TT emulation. Now defunct, Atari at
one time had a huge following in Germany
and there are still a sizeable number of
Atari devotees. The Atari TT was one of the
last computers Atari produced before it
went under.

The TT was the ultimate development of
the once-common Atari ST. While the latter
was mainly used for games and MIDI music
work, the TT was considered - in its time -
to be a powerful workstation for CAD and

other graphics applications. Several German
software houses produced some interesting
graphics packages for the Atari platform.

Although Acorn Germany was a victim of
Acorn’s recent re-structuring, it too has an
enthusiastic following there, partly through
the demise of Atari and its rival
Commodore. In a sense, Acorn has replaced
the Atari TT/ST and the Commodore Amiga
as the German computer enthusiasts’ icon
which represents defiance against the
Wintel bandwagon. So, we shouldn’t be
surprised to hear that a German company
might be building an Atari emulation for
the Risc PC.

That German company is apparently
Riscy Bits of Bonn. Acorn CyberVillage
suggests the card will be the hardware for
an Atari TT emulator and it might even
include Atari’s much-vaunted DSP (digital
signal processor) which would enable it to
emulate an Atari Falcon games console. We
tried repeatedly to contact Riscy Bits, but
despite leaving messages on its answering
machine, we were unable to get a response.
If we have any further news we will bring it
to you as soon as we can.

Riscy Bits are at: FriedrichstraDFe 47
53111 Bonn, tel: +49 228 690 034, fax: +49
228 690 034.

March 1997 Acorn User
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The Java question

THERE SEEMS to be some confusion
regarding the implementation of Java, the
computer language developed by Sun
Microsystems for cross-platform
client/server computing on the Internet.
Will Acorn support Java or not? seems to
be the question of the moment. A rumour
apparently started on the Internet that
Java would not be implemented by Acorn.

This is odd because one of the funda-
mental requirements of a Oracle
reference platform Network Computer is
that it supports the running applications

written in Java.

Acorn has already
demonstrated Java applications running
on the NC it has developed under
contract for Oracle.

Acorn has made clear that it will not be
implementing its own version of JavaQs,
an operating system designed specifically
for NCs. As featured in last month’s issue,
Acorn’s NC chief, Malcolm Bird,
there is no requirement for an alternative
to the RISC OS§-based NC operating system
(NCOS) Acorn already has and that’s
exactly what JavaOS would represent.

It would be very odd indeed if Acorn
did not extend its Java support to RISC
OS as much of Acorn’s and Xemplar
Education’s future strategy for RISC OS is
Internet-related and if you don’t have
Java in your Internet armoury (pardon
the pun) you might as well sit on the
sidelines. The inclusion of Java is just as
important as ensuring Web browsers are
up-to-date with the latest version of
HTML, for example. The speculation that
RISC OS would be Java-less seems to have
been conceived rather prematurely.

says

Cumana launches portable PD CD-ROM drive

THE PARALLEL proTeus is the name of
Cumana’s new portable CD-ROM drive,
which can also function like a slow external
hard drive. The drive is a PD device, PD being
a standard developed by Panasonic and
others, which enables a PD-enabled CD-ROM
drive to accept re-writable optical disc
cartridges as well as conventional read-only
CD-ROMs. For ordinary CD-ROMs, Cumana’s
Parallel proTeus operates at 6X speed, while
the PD section can store up to 650Mb of data
per PD disc cartridge.

The drive is housed in a tough metal case
and can be attached to both Acorn
machines (second generation models with
bi-directional parallel ports) and PCs. Spare
PD cartridges cost £30, which means each
disc will store nearly 22Mb of data for a

single pound or less than 5p a Mb. The
recommended price for the Parallel proTeus
is £449.

Meanwhile, Cumana has made some
enhancements to its 32-bit DMA SCSI II card.
The driver is fully compliant with all the
latest Acorn models and RISC OS releases, as
well as StrongARM. On-board flash memory
should also make it future proof. New icon
bar tools enable multiple drives to be
stacked in order to save space and you can
define different icons to represent different
drives. PC formatted media is also
supported, so SyQuest and the new proTeus
drives can now be used. Finally, most
mapping and configuration options can be
managed from the drive’s icon bar.

Cumana, tel: 0114-281 3344, fax: 0114-243 9306

PCs meet NCs

WHILE NETWORK-Computers (NCs) will find their niche, they won't
fulfil the dreams of ubiquity which are hoped for by proponents of the
NC industry. That's a rough summary of the latest report on NCs from
the influential market intelligence form, Forrester Research. Their
report predicts that ordinary dumb terminals will become extinct
because of the NC but PCs will emerge virtually unscathed from an
assault by the mtmductmn of NCs. Much of the current optimism in

Acorn s future prospects rides on the back on the expected success for.

PCs from the corporate desktop but companies will not dump their
huge installed base of PCs when these devices finally ship,” says Tom
Rhinelander, Forrester analyst and report author, He adds: “NCs will be
very successful, though' as replacements for the millions of existing
dumb terminals. Companies are scrambling to get all their users on the
Intranet and NCs offer IT a less expensive way of upgrading terminal
users on the Internet and Java capabilities than complex hard-to-
manage PCs.

“Upgrading dumb terminal users to NCs will finally allow IT to ditch
PROFS and other legacy applications while simultaneously opening up
the exploding !ntranet development to a whole new set of users.”

Acorn User March 1997

offer free server software and NCs plus server bundles as we!l as termr-
nal replacement programs to jump-start the NC market.

have vlsuons of NCs dethronmg Mlcrosoft-powered -

Rhinelander added: “With basic Internet and Java capabilities similar to
PCs, NCs allow corporate developers to target all employees with new
applications and information.” :
Forrester also makes a surprising prediction that IBM wrll estabhsh :
itself as the leading NC vendor, overtaking NC pioneers like Sun a e
Oracle and other smaller vendors like Acorn. Forrester suggests lBM will |

The problem with Forrester s view of the NC market i is that it seEms
to ignore a basic concept which drives the NC cause along; that the NC.
will strive to be as ubiquitous as the telephone. French telephone-_-
subscribers can already replace their printed phone book with a Minitel
terminal. An NC is an infinitely more powerful device than a Minitel -
which; incidentally is a dumb terminal! However, mass-market NCs
need cost no more than a Minitel to make.

Itis probably wrong to expect the NC revolution to sweep away: the |
PC. However, there are plenty who would also say the assumption that |
NCs will simply replace a relatively small number of dumb terminals in
niche markets — is equally flawed. Forrester's report is called “PCs Meet |
NCs” and is part of Forrester's Computmg Strategies research service.'f
Forrester's web site is at http: Ifwww forrester.com




to Buy from BEEBUG

v 0% Finance
Over 20 months.

Subject to status dlSCOUI’]tS

at no charge

| o/ FREE Subscription
to RISC User
Magazine v
12 months of the leading

Acorn subscription magazine
(RRP £24)

¢/ FREE Ovation v
Desktop Publisher

Comprehensive
range of Acorn
related products

Acorns largest
dealer and an
Acorn Centre of

experience in the your Risc PC.

Acorn market

RRP £81 .
;Joﬁgfr:;]gb;g to Ovation Pro Technolo gy
o/ FREE Technical ~ &/ Large Showroom confidence from BEEBUG
Support
12 rrE:Eths free technical V Al hardwa_re
support upgrades fitted free
of charge _
V 14 Years If ordered at the same time as

small charge

Risc PC700 4Mb HD540,
Risc PC700 4Mb HD540 CD,
Risc PC700 10Mb HD1Gb,
Risc PC700 10Mb HD1Gb CD,

Uprad i

VisionMaster 15" add £44.62

| VisionMaster 17" add £311.37
VisionMaster Pro 17" add £395.62
| 8Mb SIMM £43.50
16Mb SIMM £75.00
32Mb SIMM £170.00
1Mb VRAM (expandable) £85.00
2Mb VRAM £128.00
CD Drive Eight Speed IDE £113.98
CD Drive Twelve Speed IDE £172.73
CD Drive Twelve Speed SCSI £182.13

£116.33 with Risc PC
£116.33
£205.63

.. StrongARM Upgrade - Offer until end Feb '97
SCSI I Interface
SCSI 11 Interface

o/ Attractive Trade in

Your data and upgrades will be
transferred to your new system

Windows and other software can
be installed and configured for a

with AKF60 monitor

e T

 Buy you Rie

with AKF60 monitor

PCwih

/29 299,00 |
with AKF60 monitor /E1349.00 |
with AKF60 monitor /E1599.00 |

A S A A T

PC DX2-66 Card
PC DX4-100 Card
PC 5x86 Card
IPC Pro Upgrade (incl PC Exchange)

resgectiveiy from the following prices;
1Gb Drive IDE
2GB Drive IDE
1GB Drive 5CSI
2GB Drive 5CSI
4GB Drive SCSI

Windows 95 OEM (CD)
Windows Workgroups 3.11 OEM (CD)

21 649.00

£175.07 with Risc PC (£292.58 without)
£233.83 with Risc PC (£351.33 without)
£351.33 with Risc PC (£468.83 without)

£49.00

If upgrading the original 540Mb or 1Gb hard drive, deduct £50 or £65

£205.63
£287.88
£304.33
£434.75
£787.25

£92.00
£64.63

BEEBUG Ltd, 117 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts AL1 4JS

Tel: 01727 840303 Fax: 01727 860263 email: sales@becbug.co.uk
Al prices include VAT  Courier delivery £11.75
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Multi-Session, PhotoCD, CD-DA, White & Green Book 140
compalible. SCS| drives require SCSI card with IDE 32 Bare Hard Drives
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b £150 zip & jaz Drives work just like hard drives |
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For SCSl interfaces refer to Hard | ' 50C Terminator Single 540Mb jaz cartridge 8 Sports Figures 18 Xmas2
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RiscOS Computer Systems |QuickTile 103 £29a
e eudeyron 5"°"‘“"‘,‘:';,1:“:,,,?,’,2;}:;“;'?,:::'5“.’,‘;,‘E;,;';,?g‘{;‘;'::’d ino-atio mactines. ¢ < { With 5m Local Cable £39a| | QuickTile allows you to create |
| |Spe “Rn - With 10m Local Cable £45a| |posters from ANY RiscOS -

r(no With 20m Local Cable  £52a| (application, including Impression
R Qu1ckLynk+5m cab QuickLynk allows you to access another Simply enter the size of poster
14" Monitor nattended RiscOS computer remotely using | | required & select PRINT from the|
7000 4MH £ | cable to connect the 2 computers. Each %

th | port d locall
e serial po via modems or locally usmg a Hﬂ appllcaﬁon‘ QUICkT dOES the

| |computer can [t;n?lrl:onhgu‘;ed tg allow ac%esés rest, prmtmg each with crop
| to any attached fi ng system device eg

DE, SCS}, CDFS, etc: Once connected, files marks and tile references. New
an be tranosfﬁrrefi toffrom mla gemole - features'include the' facility to
ampuler. Other fealures include passwor prlnt mvened crop. marks or no
ccess, auto dialler with phone book andichat |
mode 16 send messages to remote computer/ | | CFOp marks. QuickTile onl‘y

ser. Transfer rates up to 1.9 kbytes/s can be | | be used with the RiscOS printer

chieved with older computers, eg. A410,
3000, rising 1o 11.4 kbyles/s on the RiscPC Driver or TurboDnvers

ange. The transfer rate is limited by the
peed of the serial port. QuickLynk cannot at
| present be used directly from programs/
command line. Requires RiscOS 3.10 or
grealer, ring for details.

DI >=Z

' |Requires RISCOS 3.10 or later. |
“|Return disc to upgrade for £4. |
Upgrade from Tiler for £18.

omputers - ~20% dep05|
| | free monthly payments Loans from ETOO(mm) £2000. Subject to status.

| g 4 c=
ggﬁ"’g;gwmm “pm.y.;';' 55 | Pocket Book I (1Mb) £315b| |A3010 Rard Dise Multi-Pod

|5%86-100 Psion 3a NEW 3c n' 80Mb-+User Port £210
3 |130Mb+User Port = £275 4
486DX4-100 £230 £350 H 160Mb+User Port £320 Dabs) .00a | | Top Modol 18(1;21-';1)%?1 £115
i 4860)(2-56 toRoute E UKJEi r62a | " A Dabhand Guide (Dabs) . TurboDrivers Canon/HP or Epson(CC)
1 PC PI’O (withaut PGExchange) :nna o’ﬁr:e h:psrta;f:cknguumlor the PBf3a | ASOOU IDE Hardcards ‘Scoﬁa Flret Steps'(Dabs) ;i We;{loa(rtMalmn)T Ikit (R-C )
114 I Ul Xchange, inl 4 esigners |oolkit (R-Comp
| Window '95 CD Link £59; 80Mb + User Port £170

The above can be mstallesilr-ilcll? fomGD || 128k RAM SSD Eatn | e [130Mb + User Port £210 CD R - M S (Ca"'age £2

| without previously installing PCDOS/MS-DOS. || 256k Flash SSD  £53a |512k Flash SSD £89a
ithout pr ly: ing [ PB/Ps3 Games £Calla |PBIl/Ps3a G1mes[33( 60Mb + Uf Port h 255 k
SU ma e || Dinosaurs (Microsoft)
I '| Dune |l (Eclipse)

arriage: £2 for ner i
BJ-10 (BC-01) £13 BJ 2OD(BC n2| £19 |1 Granny's Garden CD

Anka:, on CD (CC} (Carriage £6)
ClipArt CD 1/2 (CC)

| StrongARM Upgrade £275b || 24116 Card (1Mb)  £450D

| 1| BJ-210 (BC-05)  £28|BJ-300 (BJI-642) £16 || Guardia h K (Krisal
12nd Slice with PSU_ £117c[|{FPA for 25MHz ARM3 £67a QoEpEet) Eslasmoeies) Cuarcine.of the Gresnaoad £o0 Il et e azate)
| LITV TVTuner+TT enly) £100b | |BJI-201HCbK Blacke 10(BCI-218k Black  £9 iyeko Cyber Chess (4D)

£30. | BJI-201bk Black  £6|BCI-21C Colour €17 usical Instruments (MS) €44 || Darkwood (Eclipse)

A | |BJI-201C/AMAY  £8 ea. [BC-20 Fast Black £28 15t Incred. Amazing Dictionary (DK) Dune Il (flcppy) (Eclipse)

|BJC-800 HP DeskJets i Pg Bears Birthday Party £37 || Empire Soccer (Maglm)
| BJI-643 Black £18 [Mono £23 I RiscDisc Vol 1/2 CD E-Type Compend. (4D)

e current price trend is up as at 03/02/96. - | BJI-643C/M/Y £23 ea. [Colour £25 [ simon the Sorcerer CD £4 E-Type 2 (4D)

e following prices are whilst stocks last. || Epson Stylus Golour Black £16/Colour £26 [ The Way Things Work (DK/IMS) Fire & Ice (Times Warner)

oystick I/F gt riscpe)

| Epson Sl_;lus Colour Il Black £20/Colour £26 Ultimate Human Body (DK/I| lobal Effect (Eclipse)
£25. gt LI feq |0 A cate)
| EP-L Toner -
Serial Upgrade (ASGOO) £27a [ {115 52274 Taner i LiAL) 260 [

a|8Mb
EGEaN]SZMb £125b} o5y Speakers mains) £35b | 124 Mono/Colour Ribbon /5 ! T TR (Acurn) _

OW Speakers (mains) £40b| & | ANT i ek Eotua Toroo Chan2 (Krls)
Thgk/ﬁ;d u:'er 2::45 |ﬁMb 2‘ £120 MO | ArcFax tDuwd Pilling) Magic Pockets (Reneg)
- u/g (exchange) £90

howroom carriage is \lem\sed seperalely The || AntWorks (CC! Play it again Sam 2/3

i carriage indicated is for single items. Please | Card Shop (C Populous (Krisal
Call for details of memory for other models. | 44 VO!CE Sponmer £115 | call us for total carriage when ordering more || Gy ,,,mr:,?,,‘g aﬂz}wm pulous (Krisa '5)
33.6 Voice Spor‘tsler £180 | | than one item since itis not cumulative, ¥ Comprassion (CC)
odems come with a 25-25 PC wired cable & | | Terms: All prices include VAT except baoks, || DataPower (IOTA)
| Qlder computers will require an adaplor 5-9 adaptor which may hinder the printer port. Ul Carriage is not included unless olherwise | DaVinei (Spex)

|AKF50 14" 0. 28dp ; | | A 9-25 way cables is available at £10 See | |stated. Carriage charges apply 1o mainland UK | Dise Rescue 2 (Look)

| | (excluding remote areas, Scottish Highlands, Easy C++ (Beeb:
llyama MF-8617E 17" h GKJWTAfrI;"tA":m 'B? gc"'tw"?r cal:“l:-:'.\1 1 Chann Isles, IOM), elsewhere at cosl. Orders Eﬁfgmt,g‘ugﬁg;”gn,
High spec FST Tube with 0.26" dol pitch ernet suite 5a ‘J" MUST be accompamed by a phone number. |1 FiraWorkz Pro (Colton)
|yama MT-9017E 17" £645 rcFax £32a i Prices and spec’s subject to change withoul [ Fony Directory? (Look)

| =04 % notification. Goods subjecl to availability. | Font FX (DataSto!
Veéry High spec Diamondtron tube, 0.25" stripe ual Serial Card £104b | | Goods not offered on tnal basis. Restocking e (4Mnn:f;.))
-25 Archi or PC Wired Modem Cable £12ea. || fee on non-faulty returns. Official orders HTML Edit 2 (R-Comp)

rial T-Switch (incl. comm. cable) £32 |1 welcome Irom educational institutes, chq with I |mageFS2 (Alt Publ) | Virtual Golf (4D) 2Mb
{Canon BJC-240 ers (Carriage u f under £30. E&OE. :magc Oulnger;:l?l]’ntlﬂ h E54a Wuoalfé?n(stein 3D
¥ sion Sty e
! Canon BJC-4100 | ; Impression Graphics Loaders (CC)
Light Video 215

'“. Canon BJC-4200 pson Colour Scanners, include ITWAIN & Impression Tex! Loaders (CC)

MacFs / MacFS Lite (CC) .‘.‘Bélali:usa /|
|Canon BJC-4550 A3) £360| :_.,";‘:glep':i":f;‘g-’gé&':gﬁ%g‘;g:"géggg'&nms ; HERE!  off | Ovation Pro Limited Offer (3 copies) E‘ISOb 4
| |Canon BJC-620 (7204p)  £350|

- FCP PCExch
| GTx-5000 Para bundle £369 || st 5P EC Pro (wiih PCExchanger”.
HP LaserJets Printers £Call| | GTx-5000 SCSI bundle £425/ |- PC Sound Profossional (R-Comp) B i

Add £47 to above printers for TurboDriver | GT-5000 SCSI (bare) £369| =% - : Pﬁ::dlgg‘l\siclig%?{sséﬁggmch) | Fun School 4 (under 5'5 7>ur over 7)

. G Garden (fl aM
GTx-8500 Para bundle £Call| | M= — = 4. o Eholoneslc, Hndosted) i iannye Caren (loppy) i)
E}jg 1 GT-8500 (bare) £509 56M63 ",/ p e \2 | Resultz (Colton) Naughty Stories Volumes 1 or 2

' |FaNEfaNc = Rl dy (Cl 3 £87: Playdays (Gamesware)
Tx-9500 bundle £Call | Gass : !E‘:“m g kel £57/£1150 | | Ridiculous Riymos
T-9500 (bare) £679 <. " 5 f £12a | | Rosie & Jim - Duck loses s Quack

£50 | | Rosie & Jim - Jim gets the sneezes

Authorised Acorn Dealer, Fax: 0161 474 0781, Email: info@desktopp.demon.co.uk
| Unit 2A, Heapriding Business Park Ford St, STOCKPORT Cheshire. SK3 0BT _VISA N
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Heated debate about
Hexachrome printing

Commercial colour printing has used the stan-
dard Cyan (C), Magenta (M), Yellow (Y) and Key
Black (K) colour printing system for decades and
computers have become the most efficient way
of converting colour imagery, graphics and DTP
into separate CMYK components. This informa-
tion is printed onto the film used to make the
aluminium plates for offset lithographic presses.

The main problem with this system is that the
number of colours that can be reproduced with
CMYK inks on white paper is limited and espe-
cially so with blues. Oranges can often slip into
brown and solid, deep blues and greens can only
be reproduced using extra, colour-matched inks.
For instance, the blue of the Barclays Bank logo
requires special additional printing with the
exact blue ink after the standard CMYK process.
Hexachrome, is not four-colour separation, but
six-colour including orange and green compo-
nents which expands the colour gamut consid-
erably, and addresses the problems in
reproducing vivid greens, oranges and blues.

In the last few weeks there has been much
debate on the newsgroups, especially Argonet, as
to the efficacy of developing Hexachrome for the
Acorn. The best candidate for Hexachrome would
be Ovation Pro which at the time of writing is
being enhanced with colour separation capabil-
ity. But is it truly necessary? Only a small minor-
ity of publications use five-, six- and even
seven-colour separations and this is usually for
ultra-high quality reproduction of professional

photography, Most commercial colour printers
are only equipped with four-colour offset
machines and even if you do see a six-colour
machine the penultimate press is usually reserved
for a spot colour and the last for varnishing. The
extra expense involved in this specialised print-
ing is contributed to by the reproduction house
that produces the printer’s film.

There is enormous expertise to be found in
Acorn reprographics bureaux who can produce
the quality of film required for good four-colour
printing, but this has come from years of experi-
ence and hexachrome has not even been written
for Acorn DTP packages.

There is a likelihood that print quality could
be reduced with hexachrome as the colour
curves which have taken years for Acorn repro
houses to tune, to suit their imagesetting equip-
ment and printing machinery, would become
obsolete.

Only rarely do I see four-colour printing used
to its full potential, so with the added expense
of hexachrome and the technical problems that
inevitably arise with new technologies, many
recognise the pitfalls of turning to hexachrome.
The Acorn DTP world is anxiously awaiting
Ovation Pro's colour separation capabilities and
although the importance of five, six, even
seven-colour separation is recognised by Acorn
software programmers and repro experts, we
may be worse off waiting extra months for a sys-
tem that is years ahead of its time.

Picture of the month

IAN MCKERETH is this month’s
winner with a boat created
solely in DaVinci. This fine
demo of what can be achieved
using DaVinei was completed in
around 40 hours. This re-affirms
DaVinci 90 as a powerful, casy-
to-use base 3D graphics applica-
tion and it is a shame that the
next versions originally
expected this year, 180 and 270,
have been put on hold for
financial reasons.

Ian has certainly taken the
package through its paces creat-
ing a technically accurate and
complex model of this ship. He

used ArchiTech Shapes utility to DaVinci s
b p capable of
create shapes to pinpoint accu- duic]
y and all the curved surfaces precueng
Kl aHS a : : some superb
were made using the TextoAtec results

converter from Aspex. Congrat-
ulations on winning the mort-
gage-shrinking £20 prize.

Contacting me

You can contact the graphics and DTP page by
writing to me, Jack Kreindler at Acorn User,
Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10
4NP, or by e-mail to augrafix@idg.co.uk.

R R RN

Sink or swim

Two months ago the Graphics Page
featured an article which spoke of
the exciting prospective hardware
that Pete Bondar was more than
alluding to at Acorn World 1996,
and the 3D graphics software that
could run on it. Some people wrote
in expressing their disagreement
with my view and predictions of the
future of Acorn 3D modelling
packages, in the light of the
powerful new hardware to come.

It was strongly suggested in a
few letters that the magazine has
some kind of exclusive deal with
Sincronia, the authors of Top Model,
that the intention of the magazine
was to damage the progress of the
only other real alternative 3D
modelling package, DaVinci 90 from
Aspex and that we published
exaggerated and false information
regarding the availability of Top
Maodel and its future development.

It has always been my aim as
Acorn User’s graphics editor to
promote and stimulate graphics
development on the Acorn platform.
Every opportunity has been taken to
meet the authors of TopModel and
DaVinci, help them combine forces,
suggest 'improvemems and express
problems with their products.

If official press releases and
developers' own words are
anything to go by, Top Model 2 is
soon to be released, the Pro version
is still planned, but sadly, work has
ceased on the DaVinci project for
the time being. We still do not have
a rounded, mature and
professionally viable 3D modelling
program for the Acorn, but if what
we have been promised by Acorn
and by Sincronia, is to be accepted
in good faith, | still stand by my
view that the future versions of
TopModel will emerge as the
showcase 3D graphics package on
the Acorn powered by
multiprocessor Risc technology.

Top Model obviously has its
opposition and all eyes are now on
Sincronia to produce what they
have promised will come very soon.
If they fail, the Graphics Page will
express our disappointment, but
until then we keep our hopes up for
Sincronia or any other software
house to unveil a profession 3D
solution for RISC OS machines.
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Fresco framed?

ANT Fresco® users may have come
across Web pages that seem to be
blank, but actually contain HTML
Frames code which the browser
doesn't yet support. Simon Foster's
simple Freeware utility /FrameURL
adds a measure of HTML Frame
compatibility to the Fresco Web
browser by looking inside the
HTML for FRAMESET definitions
and opening new Fresco windows
for each URL found. Simon’s Web
site is worth a visit for this and
other useful software.

IFrameURL
http:/www.stinky.demon.co.uk
/downloads/frame.arc

Dynamo Minnie

At last the innovative Dynamo
Minnie BBS has a 24 hour access
phone line and number. David
Hart's ArmBBS system is located
in Pontefract, near Leeds,
Yorkshire, and runs on an ARM3'd
A310 with a 14,400bps modem.
Dynamo Minnie features some
unusual and clever ANSI graphics
and dynamic screen features, as
well as the usual file and message
areas. David's ANSI graphic art can
be seen on a number of other BBSs
too, signing as Skooby.
Dynamo Minnie BBS
(01977) 620004

Acorn-friendly

T-J Reproductions offers a full
professional print bureau service
to Acorn users, and can accept
copy in most Acorn formats
including Impression, Ovation,
ArtWorks and Sibelius. Services
include scanning, imagesetting,
litho printing, reprographics and
platemaking. The company is
based in London and its Web site
is on the Acorn Cybervillage site at
http://www.cybervillage.co.uk/foli
o/TIRepro.
E-mail: tj.repro@argonet.co.uk
Tel: 0171-372 4430
Fax: 0171-372 0515

Keep sending me interesting URLs
for the next yoUR List by email to
david@arcade.demon. co.uk, or
mail #2 on Arcade BBS 0181-654
2212,

Acorn User March 1997
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At home and away on the Web

ONE OF the nice things F WECE TR

about the World Wide Web

A8 [ e

is that on a miserable cold .
winter day in the UK, with §
snow-laden skies and tem-
porary tundra underfoot,
you can huddle up to your
Acorn computer, click on
a word and be in a
New Zealand summer in

39 ¢ ==l
eler Hartleg's fome page

RobsPugas

How cruel matwre can be...

Okay, where fo star...

B 19 i Dt of S New et

Tetarvte Gt ool § Tt s Bk, M s
Contms Go ™~ Vg Comsos e W,

[ R T e epe—
ity g P o, A 20 ey e My
Ve s =t e o B i Bt

o o vl ey ot s e ] e E
Bk b e A} g 02 Digion A, i Actns [
€t b R, Gy B, Dvnsd st Abom D Pt nd
st b 14 Bke

AL Vi v larsid £ b ek Por ol

seconds.

Following the trail of
Mark Moxon’s recently
reported visit to New
Zealander Rob Davison, author of Compo, Titler
and the PCA specification, we find that Rob’s
interests include cars, music, books and gardens.
He almost apologises for a serious interest in
plants, trees and gardening, and looking at the
beautiful surroundings in which he grew up, this
is neither surprising nor requires apology.

Rob Davison’s Web site also offers some of his
Freeware copyright software, and one of these is
called !Linker which be used to produce sequences
for the production of animated GIF images so
popular on the Web, and in combination with
Peter Hartley's InterGIF, some really expensive-
looking effects can be produced which you can
see in an example animation on Rob’s site.

For a breath of summer in winter have a look at
Rob Davison’s Web pages at http://www.
GeoCities.Com/SiliconValley/7320.

New Zealand is where Peter Hartley’s Aunt

Tales of the unexpected
from Peter Hartley

Rob Davison hard at work on
another application

Lilian made her Banana Cake, and Peter obvi-
ously likes it enough to put her recipe on his own
Web pages back in frosty Cambridge, England.
You can also read his Homilies, a selection of ram-
blings and reminiscences from his own pen,
including an episodic if rather technical telling of
how he built an Internet server for lota Software.

‘All Rites Reversed - Copy what you like’ is
Peter’s thesis on the status of his Freeware soft-
ware available from his pages including a new
version of InterGIF, the animated GIF image gen-
erator and AADraw, a tool to make Acorn sprites
from Draw files for use with InterGIF. He says
generously that once he’s written a piece of code
he doesn’t want anyone to have to ever write it
again,

The Gothic graphics and Peter’s dry wit in his
writings give the pages a Pratchettian feel which
can be found at http://www.ant.co.uk/~peter

YoUR List of Web sights

http://www.dsse.ecs.soton.ac.uk:8080/ftp/
freenet/p.temple/

Philip Temple’s Acornet Suite - a linked compila-
tion of the best of the FreeWare and Shareware
Internet software,
http://www.alphapro.demon.co.uk/

Alpha Programming site with Acorn section run
by Marc Warne, featuring AlphaSave,
SuperBooter, QuikBoot, Paradox, humour and
review sections.
http://www.arm.uk.linux.org/~rmk92/
armlinux.html

ARM Linux development site - register interest in
a forthcoming CDROM release here, “Mr. ARM
Linux” Russell King recommends.
http://www.boutell.com/birthday.cgi

The World Birthday Web - register your birthday
and receive a multimedia greeting.
http://www.zynet.co.uk/gold/katech/
Welcome.html

Web Site of Cherisha Software, developer of
Observess, the expert system shell for the RISC OS
Desktop.

www.inter.nl.net/users/J . Kortink/

Creator 3.2 is John Kortink’s latest update of his
Shareware Image Format Converter, now
StrongARM compatible.

http://homepages.enterprise.net/craggleb
Home page of Craig Adam Brown, from which
you can see Craig's Risc PC running Mac OS - well
not quite, but nearly.
http://www.cyberline.fr/Mirko/

Home page of Vidovic Mirko of Lyons, France,
musician extraordinaire and founder of French
Acorn club ARMada. Try his Icon vault!
http://www,.paston.co.uk/ncs/

Norwich Computer Services new Web page by
Matthew Gotts and Anthony Wheeler which has
Archive magazine disc contents, words, memory
prices and TickerTape Java applet.
http://www.eriol.co.nz/

‘Play by Email’ Web site of New Zealand com-
pany Eriol Games, running PBEM games on
Acorn machines.
http://www.colegium.demon.co.uk/

Chris Rutter’s home pages, a mine of Acorn-
related information including his list of
“Recommended Acorn software”
http://www.yellowstone.co.uk/

Yellowstone Educational Solutions home pages.
http://www.varuna.demon.co.uk/tmc/

Tim Tyler’s index of Acorn programs, including
WWW tools and utilities Texture Garden,
HTMLScan and the Zap add-on modules.
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[kefield Acorn Spring Show

e lisored by Acorn User Supported by ART and Xemplar

urday & Sunday 17/18 May 1997

At Thornes Park Athletics Stadium, Horbury Road, Wakefield
(Follow the AA Road Signs from M1 Junctions 39 & 40)

il £3.00 Adults, £2.00 Juniors (under 16)

Tickets o
s by pre-booking at £2.50 Adults and

before 9th May 1997
beque or postal order made payable to 'WACG Show!'

Pre-bookings must be paid¥
o not be accepted)

Bookings to WACG Show, 95 Cumbrian Way, Lupset Park, Wakefield, WF2 8IT

Further information from the co-organisers:
Chris Hughes Tel: 01924379-778  email: show37@cumbrian.demon.co.uk
email: show37@barc.demon.co.uk

Mike Wilson Tel: 0113-253-3722
Or see our Website: hitp://www.cybervillage.co.uk/acorn/wakefield/ for the latest information

ayground

Free Car Pa}king * Catering
Less than 3/4 mile from City Centre with frequent bus services passing park entrance




All RiscPC's
include 1yr on-site maintenance.

RiscPC 600(arm710)

4M/HD540  14"mon. £1299.00e

ol
£1449.00e
£1599.00e

Strong Arm'upgrade

vailable to order with ne

RiscPC at only £116.33
For 17'AKFS0 monitor Add £376.00
For CDrom Drive 4x Add  £50.00
For CDrom Drive 8x  Add £129.00

All Computers are built and tested before dispatch
with printers and software purchased installed as
required at no additional cost

486-DX2-66 PC Upgrade £292.00d

486-DX4-100 PC Upgrade £351.00d

586-100 PC Upgrade £468.00d

Deduct £117.50 off 486 upgrades;
when purchased with RiscPC

PC Exchange

Windows 3.1 + DOS 6.22

Movie Magic

Second Slice ne PSU i
£69.00b
£20.00b
£35.00b
£79.00c

£169.00c

RiscPC 1Mb VRAMsimtec £81.00¢

RiscPC 2Mb VRAMSlmtec £116.00c

=T R

s Comp)

&

AT000 (1.6 Floppy 4 Mb expandahle to
130Mb ram, Arm 7500 AKFE0 M/S Mon,
540Mb HD, on site 12 months warranty)

4M/HDA425 14"men. £1099.00e
For 4xCDrom Dnve Ad

‘2239 00c
£319.00c
£59.00b
£59.00b
£59.00b
£29.00a
£14.50b
£119.00¢c

Pocket Boek 2(256k)
Pocket Book 2(1MB) -
A-Link

M-Link

PC-Link +

Parallel Link

Power Supply

Flash SSD 1MB

Casio QV-10 Camera
Hawk V9 Mkl
Lark Midi Sound-Sa.
Midi Max
Risc 0S Upt ?rade Chips £36.00a
RiscTV £295.00c
Tolatoxt madu:‘s far above £45.00a
£95.00¢c
£205.00c
£99.00c
£159.00c

£399.00d
£194.00¢
£172.00c

£78.00¢

A30x0 CD Atapi interface  £84.00b

Quad External AtapiCD  £176.00c

A30x0 IDE interface £88.00b

A30x0 IDE/CD interface £104.00b
all above include HD fixing kit
2.5"

£69.00¢
£129.00¢c
£269.00c

420/540m Conner
Seagate
Seagate

SCSI 2 3.5"

544 Meg Fuijitsu

1 Gb10ms IBM

IDE CD Tray Internal

£149.00c
£219.00c
£239.00c

£188.00c
£289.00¢c

£99.00¢
£139.00c

SCSI CD Tray Quad Internal
Toshiba XM-3601B Ac
SCSI CD Caddy Quad lnternal
Toshiba XM-3501 £299.00c

PD SYSTEMS

AX speed CD-ROM Drive

650 MB Optical Disc Drive
Internal or External

Including 1 Cartridge £539.00d
Extra 6560MB Cartridge £45.00a

Parrallel Port
Zip Drives 100mb

£175.00¢

A3020/ A4000 2-4mb £89.00b
A5000 2-4mb £99.00b
All Lvlfg 3des fitted free if ordered
omputer else £18.00

é ors
Acom AKFE0 £380.00d
Acom AKF90 £699.00d
liyama 17"MF8617E 2600t  £629.00d
liyama 17"MTS017E 2560t £699.00d
icrov 14"1438 (axrso) £289.00d

Microv 14"1450 (axreo) £219.00d
Microv 15"1565 2edot £299.00d

Mail Order

£359.00d
£429,00d
£499.00d
£659.00d
£164.00c

Epson GT5000 parallel
Epson GT5000 scsi
Epson GT8500 para/scsi
Epson GT9500 para/scsi
Scanlight 256 8bit
Scanlight 256 16bit £151.00¢c
Scanlight 256 Video £222.00c
Image Master/Twain Driver £35.00a

(black)
(colour)
(A3 black)
(colour)
(colour)
(A3 colour)
(colour)

£149.00d
£199.00d
£311.00d
£209.00d
£279.00d
£389.00d
£379.00d

£279.00d
£269.00d
£419.00d

£169.00d
£259.00d
£399.00d

(colour)
(colour)
(colour)

DeskJet 400 (colour)
DeskJet 680 (colour)
Calligraph

(Black)
A41200 Laser  (black) £1150.00d
| Printer Ink

Inkjet Refills are an economical way
of re-charging your existing cartridge
All inks come complete with gloves,

syringe and easy to use instructions.
Single 20ml Any Colour £6.70a
Twin 2x20ml Black £12.30a
Bulk 125ml Any Colour £23.00b

'CartridgeMate' A new and
easy lo use cartridge refill system for
HP 51626A high cap. cartridges

A refill system with no mess
Comprises: CartridgeMate

& 2 x 40ml Ink Tanks

Cartridge not included £35.00b
Ink Tank 2 x 40ml| £21.00a
HP51625A Tri-Colour Cartridge refill
kit 3 x 3 colour refills  Comprises:

C/M & Y Inks, Cap Retaining Clip

Cartridge Cap Remover  £35.00a

We also carry a large stock of inkjet

cartridges and ribbons

EP-L Toner for LBP-4 £69.00c
EP-S Toner for LBP-8 £79.00¢
HP Lserjet5SL Toner ~ £59.00c

Calour n Wear (2 white Baseball Caps +
3 transfer papers) £10.50b
Colour'n Wear (2 white T Shints +
4 transler papers £13.50b
Colour'n Wear

(4 transler papers only)
(30 transler papers only) £41.00b
Design & Print Mouse Mat ~ £4.00a
Design & Print Business Cards

10x8 A4 150g Perforated £5.00a
Col InkJet matt photo white paper
25 sheets x 120gms £5.50b
Monochrome InkJet brilliant white
£3.00b

£44.00b
£99.00¢
(CC) £20.00a
(CC) £20.00a
(Anglia) £44.00a
(Lino) £50.00c¢
(YITM) £70.00b
£44.00a

£7.50a

paper 100 sheets X SOQms

Ancient Lands ﬁ (IMS)

AntWorks {CC)

ArtWorks Clipart |
ArtWorks Clipart Il
Being a Scientist
Bitfolio Ed7
Breakaway Maths
Britain from the Air
Britain Since 1930 £28.00a
British Birds age 7-12 £109.00¢
Cars-Maths in Motion(Cambs) £105.00¢
Dinosaurs (M/S)  £44.00b
Castles (Anglia) £44.00a
Guardians of the Greenwood  £54.00a
Granny's Garden (4Mar) £35.00a
Garden Wildlife (Angha) £44.00a
Hutchinson M/Media £45.00a
Industrial Revolution (Anglia) £94.00c
Inventors&Inventions (Anglia) £164.00c
Kingfisher Childrens Micropedia 96 £65.00b
Kiyeko and the lost night - (IMS)  £34.00a
Langsdale (CCS) £104.00¢
Medieval Realms s6-1500 £164.00¢
Musical Instruments (M/S) £44.00b
Mysteries of Nature (Anglia) TBA
My Istincredible p dictionary £36.00b
Naughty Stories VI&2 (Sher) £93.00c¢
PB Bear's Birthday Party(IMS)  £36.00b
PhotoBase 1920s,305.40s,50s,60s
Victorians,Landscapes Each(LL)£54.00a
RiscDisc | (Uniqueway) £15.00a
RiscDisc 2 (Uniqueway) £18.00a
RiseDise 3 (Uniqueway) £23.00a
Seashore Life (7-11) £44.00a
The Way Things Work ) £44.00b
Ultimate Human Body ) £44.00b
Understanding Energy £53.00a
Understanding the Body £44.00a
World War 2 £28.00a

Clearly the Best Choice
(based on 20% deposit and 0% finance
over 20 month period)(Acorn Items Only)|

20%0%

Personal finance is available to qualifying|
purchases. Credit subject to status.
Written quotation on request.

APR 0%

&= Acorn

Net Station
Out NOW £468.00d

(Acorn) £116.00c

(LL) £54.00a

(Minerva) £87.00b

(ANT) £109.00b

< &» (Oragan) £30.00a

q (David P) £33.00a
Armadeus o (Clares) £25.00a
AnWorks @ (CC) £99.00¢
Ct++ (Acomn) £249.00c
Card Shop (Clares) £22.00a
Celebration (Clares) £32.00a
The Comp. Animator (lota) £93.00b
Composition (Clares) £150.00¢
Compression (CC) £31.00a
DataPower (lotay £135.00¢
Desktop Thesaurus (R Dev)  £19.00a

Davyn Software

Draw to DXF Converter §

Only £23.00a

Al — [or]

Draw Works 2 (iSV) £19.00a
Easy Clip (Fabis) £31.00a
asy Font 3 (Fabis) £31.00a
Eidoscope (RiscPC only) (CC) £170.00b
Eurcka 3 (LL) £99.00c¢
Formulix (CC) £70.00a
Font FX (Datastore)  £12,004
Frame-It Lor2  (Davynjeach  £6.00a
Publisher irregular frames
Graphics Loaders (CC)
Hlusionist (Clares)
Image 5 2 (Altemnative P)  £41.00a
Image Outliner (lota) £54.00a
Impression Publisher (CC) £139.00¢
Impression Style (CC) £79.00¢
Intertalk (Acorn) £92.00¢
Invastigator 111 (Vii)  £45.00u
Knowledge Organiser 2(Clare) £72.00a
Notate (LL) £62.00b
PC PRO (inc PC exch) (ANT) £45.00a
PC Sound Pro ‘E}RC‘(\mp) £29.00a
Pendown DTP (LL) £359.00b
Pendown Etoiles (LL) £58.00¢
Pendown Plus (LL) £83.00¢
Personal Accounts  (Apricote)  £40.00b
Photolesk 2 (Space Tech) £259.00¢
Pinpont (Longman) £104.00¢
Pro Artisan 2 (Clares) £135.00¢
Pro Artisan 24 (Clares) £99.00c
Prophet 3 Accounts (Apricote) £163.00c¢
Render Bender v2 (Clares)  £45.00a
Replay Starter Kit (Acomn) £40.00b
Revelation ImagePro (LL) £163.00¢
Rhapsody 3 (Clares) £93.00a
Rhythm Bed (Clares) £45.00a
RiscCad Professional

Single User (Davyn)  £250.00¢
E wtion (Davyn)  £200.00¢
(Davyn) £581.62¢

{Clares) £93.00a
(Datastore)  £12.00a
Sibelius 6 (1) (Sibe) £179.00¢
Sibelius 7 Prof.  (v3)  (Sibe) £899.00d
Sibelius 7 Swudent (v3)  (Sibe) £499.00d
Sibelius Junior (Sibe) £53.00b
SmAn (4Mation) £37.00a
SmArt Files (4Mationjeach £17.00a

£44.000
£45.00a

e Licence
Serenade

ShapeFX

Touch Type
Turbo Driver

Tel: 01924 254800 Fax: 01924 258036
E.Mail: sales@davyn.demon.co.uk

(4Mation)£21.00a
£38.004
£39.00a
£89.00c
s £54.00a
Talking  (SoftEase) £74.00a
Talking Multimedia ~ £94.00¢
(ART) £29.00a
(Clares) L‘)‘;H()\
(Clares)
(lota)

Art File Mod
Snippet
\numl FX Maker

Internet  (DoggySolt)

Dinosaurs, Driving
Ess.Maths, Ess.S
Jr.Essentials, Math hra, Math Geometry,
Maths Number, Math Statistics, Stuct.Spelling,
Adventure Playground (Storm)  £21.00a
Amazing Maths (CSH) £22.00u
Amazing Ollic (Storm)  £15.00a
Arcventure | Romans  (Sher)  £38.00a
Areventure || Egyptians (Sher)  £38.00a
Areventare Il Vikings — (Sher)  £38,00a
Arcventure 1V ASaxons(Sher)  £38.00a
Around World B0 Days (Sher)  £49.004
Aztecs (Sher)  £48.004
BadgerTrails (Sher)  £48.00b
Balloons and Zoo (Topo) £21.00a
BodyWise (Sher) £48.00a
“alubash Pirates (Storm)  £25.00a
. (Storm)  £29.00a
(Sher) £34.00a
(Sher) £48.00a
(Sher) £48.00a

Connections
Crystal Rain Forrest
Crystal Rain Forrest 11
Darryl the Dragon (4Mat) £21.00a
DataGraph (Topo) L£30.004
First Logo (LL) £25.00a
First Page DTP (LL) £53.00a
g y The Frog (4Mat)  £26.00a
tht Path 9+ (Storm)  £31.00a
Freddy Teddy (Topo) £15.00a
Freddy Teddy's Adv - (Topo) £15.00a
Fun School 3/4 (5.5-7,7+) each  £20.004
(Please Specify age group)
Granny's Garden (4Mat) £26.00a
Happy Life (CCS) £31.00¢
James Pond running water £29.00a
Landmarks full range(L.L)each £28.00a
Look Here Talking Topies(Sh)  £61.00b
Maths Circus (4Mat)  £29.00a
MathsMania (Topo) £25.00a
Music Box (Topo) £35.00a
Naughty Stories V1 or 2 (Sher) £58.00b
Number Tiles (Topo) £25.00a
Ollie Octopus Sk Pad  (Storm)  £16.00a
Oxford Reading Tree Stage 2
Talking Stories (Sher)
More Talking Stories A (Sher)
Oxford Reading Tree Stage 3
Talking Stories (Sher)
Oxford Talking Infant Atlas
PinPoint Junior (LL)
PlantWise (Sher)
Playdays (age 3-8) (Skill) £22.00a
Rosie & Jim Duck (Sher) £11.50a
Rosie & Jim Sneezes  (Sher) £11.50a
ScreenTurtle (Topo) £35.00a
Sea Rescue (Sher) £29.00a
Selladore Tales (Sher) £26.00a
Smudge the Spaniel  (Storm)  £20.00a
Smudge the Scientist - (Storm) £42.00a
Smudge Punctuates  (Storm)  £TBAa
Space City (Sher) £31.00a
Splash (Sher) £22.00a
Stig of the Dump (Sher) £26.00a
Story Starts (Sher) £26.00a
Talking Clock (Topo) £35.00a
Falking Animated Alphabet £32.00a
TalkingRhymes1 (Topo) £26.00a
The Playground (Topo) £25.00a

£45.00b
£45.00b

£45.00b
£21.00a
£31.00a
£49.00a

The Puddle & Wardrobe(Topo) £20.00a
Time Detectives
TinyDraw/Logo
TinyPuzzle

Teddy Bear's Picnic

(Sher) LI‘) 00a
(Topo)

(Topo)

{Sher)

Voyage of Discovery

Ald\.rh.uluu (S_XLmlulmm
Alone in the Dark  (Krisalis)  £29.00a
Aries  dpgames (GamesWare)  £25.00a
Anagram Genius (4D) £27.00a
Axis (TBA) £22.00a
Big Bang (Psycore)  £14.00a
Birds of War (4D)  £29.00a
Black Angel (4D) £28.00a
Boxing Manager c&sirisalis)  £5.00a
Burn Ow (Oragan) £22.00a
Chuck Rock (Krisalis) £10.00a
Cobalt Seed (TBA) £21.00a
Corruption fhl.tglﬂtr()]ls) £5.00a
Crystal Maze (Sher)  £27.00a
Cyber Ape (TBA) E£17.00a
Cyber Chess (4D) £28.00a
Darkwood (Eclipse)  £22.00a
Dune2 (Eclipse)  £32.00a
Dune2 CD (Eclipse)  £40.00a
Dungeon (4D) 2mb £
Empire Soccer (Empire)

Enter The Realm — (4D) 2mb

-Type Compendium “4D)

E-Type Jaguar 2 (4D)

Fire & lce (GraftGold)

£10.00a

(US Gold)  125.00a

(TBA) £17.00a

(4D) £19.00a

(Eclipse) £32.00a

(Krisalis) £10.00a

Haunted House_ (4D) Zmb  £22.00a
Hiemdall €82 (Krisalis) £19.004
Hero Quest (Shﬁ) (Krisalis) £15.00a
High Risc R.u.!iv"g Modus) £15.00a
Holed Out Compendium (4D)  £21.00a
James Pond (Krisalis})  £10.00a
James Pond 2 RoboCod (G/W)  £20.00a
James Pond running water £29.00a
Krisalis Collection  (Krisalis) £19.00a
Lemmings Oh No More (Kris) £15.00a
Lemmings RiscPC  (Krisalis) £27.00a
Magic Pockets c@sienagade) £15.00a
Populus (Krisalis) £25.00a
Revolver (Psycore) £14.00a
¢ (4D) £29.00a

vics, Inertial
(4D) £29.00a
on, Drop Ship, Tie Winp Game)
) (4D} £29.00a
Dan, Grievoushodiy' Arm, X-Fire,

Saloon Cars Delux (4D)
Scrabble (US Gold) !."5 002
SimCity 2000 (Kris)ASG00/PC - £33.00a
Simon The § (G/W) £35.00a
Simon Itu r CDIG/W)  £41.00a
(Virgo) £15.00a
& (Krisalis) £15.00a
obbleond Fantasy (4D) £27.00a
ighter 3000 (Fednet) £25.00a
Stercoworld (4D) £27.00a
int R (4D) £29.00a
Time Machine (4D) £23.00a
Virtual Golf (4D) 2Zmb  £29.00a
Virtual Golf augusta course (4D)  £14.00a
Zool L.om disk <& (AP) £10.00a
GamesPad 2player (G/W)  £33.00b

Sgecial Clearance Offens
subfect fo availabilivy
5.25 40t bare disc drive £19.00c¢
8bit User Analogue Interface  £23.00b
A Mouse in Holland (EY) £20.00a
Doris the Dotty Dog (EY) £10.00a
Flossy the Frog (EY) £20.004
Gemin (EY) f.l(] 00a
Paint Pot (EY)
Polyominoces (Topo)
Podd (ESM)
Prime Mover (Minerva)
Pro Driver (Ace)
StartWrite (AP)
Waiter (Digital)

£30.00a
£15.00a

£8.00a
£15.00a

How
Cheque
payable teDavyn Computers
Credit Cards: you may also pay
byVisa, Delta, Euro, Switch,
Electron, or Master Card. We
normally make no charge for this,
and take no payment until goods
are ready for dispatch, We need
the card holders  address and
telephone  number, card number
and issue number if any and the
expiry date.

Carriage: charges are as follows

{ Small £1.25

Medium  £2.50

Medium Recorded  £4.50

Courier £10.00

Courier Large £15.00

Official Orders: are welcome

from UK  education  and

government institutions (invoices

are due for payment within 14

days and are subject to carriage
and late payment charges).

VAT is included:

Order Address: please send

your orders to;

Davyn Computer Services
"The Workshop'

off Princess Street, Sandal,
Wakefield, West Yorkshire,

WI'L 5NY

Opening Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

irder

hould be made

9.30 - 5.30
9.30 - 5.30
9.30- 5.30
9.30 - 7.30
Friday 9.30- 7.30
Saturday 9.30- 5.30
Terms: All products. prices and
specifications are offered in good
faith and are subject to change
without notice. We Process
orders immediatly, but suppliers
do sometimes keep us waiting,
Goods are guaranteed but are not
supplicd on approval. Returns and
cancellations can only be accepted
by prior agreement and there may
be a restocking and administration
charge A full copy of our terms are
available upon request.
E.&.O.E 27th January 1997
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The story behind the NewsPAD

he NewsPAD, as I explained in my preview last

month, has been designed as a possible replace-
ment to our daily newspaper. Looking at the prob-
lems with the conventional newspaper you realise
that sooner or later a replacement is going to be
needed. Today’s papers are environmentally
unfriendly to produce, create a lot of waste and
are only updated whenever a new edition is pro-
duced - in most cases once a day!

Newspaper publishers are already realising their
time could be coming to an end and most major
newspapers now have Web sites
which are updated regularly - a
solution yes, but perhaps not the i
ideal one. One person who realised [.F
the newspaper industry needed to §
change was a Spaniard by the
name of Joaquim Sans. In 1992 he
moved to a Spanish newspaper
which was interested in investigat-
ing the idea of a multimedia news-
paper which would run on a PDA.

In 1994, he managed to build a
consortium of companies (including @
ART, the Spanish newspaper and a (‘rul\ software
company), sponsored by the EC, which were inter-
ested in researching this idea. The NewsPAD project
is at heart an experiment to see how the informa-
tion revolution could be applied to the newspaper
industry. ART’s role is to design the PDA hardware
in which the newspaper is viewed.

Before 1 talk more about ART’s role just think
about the advantages of an electronic newspaper
system. The obvious one is less waste as there is no
newspaper to throw away each day. However,
there are other less obvious advantages including
the fact that the information could be readily
updated (the information would be distributed via
radio signals - you would perhaps have to sub-

scribe to a NSP - Newspaper Service Provider(!) to
receive your newspapers), news stories could be fil-
tered to suit your interests and needs, while infor-
mation and adverts could be interactive.

ART has already developed a prototype of the
first generation PDA - the NewsPAD. From a tech-
nical point of view, this was covered in my pre-
view but to recap, it is basically a very thin touch
screen monitor running a slightly modified version
of RISC OS. It is designed to run mainly ‘read only’
applications but has the ability for the user to enter
information (essential for The
Times crossword for example!).
The NewsPAD, in order to be effec-
tive, needs to be cheap, light, have
a reasonable battery life, be rela-
tively hardwearing and easy to use
(the aim is to need no instructions)
- and these are some of the criteria
ART are working towards.

The prototype electronic news-
paper that ART is currently
demonstrating has been prepared
on  Macromedia  Director.
However, in the long run this is going to prove
unsuitable as it is very memory hungry and it
takes a long time to prepare a newspaper using it.
One possible replacement for this is HIML as this
is relatively easy to write and not particularly
memory hungry.

The current state of affairs is that there is still a
long way to go before the newspaper is replaced.
At the moment the NewsPAD is undergoing field
trials in Barcelona with the hope of attracting
financial support in order to take the project fur-
ther and undertake more extensive trials. But even
with the current situation the electronic newspa-
per is perhaps quite a few years nearer than it was
when the project first started in 1994,

Pocket Book games

Shanus Uou
urnd Bag

" PUR
0.
OIT[TIEJZ]

27 16 0o:7H

PSION HAS recently released two classic games for the Pocket Book Il -
Scrabble and Monopoly. Scrabble is only available on SSD and costs £49.95
, whereas Monopoly is currently only available on floppy and costs £29.95. Both
Ll are very close to their board game counterparts with certain enhancements -
for example Scrabble has an inbuilt dictionary, the ability to undo moves,
hints, on-line help as well as Rainbow Scrabble which is the children’s edition.
Suffice to say both games are very addictive - see the full review in this issue.

Artisan again

SINCE THE last column more details of the Artisan
have emerged. One of the more interesting is the
rumour on the Internet that the machine is being
developed because a rich American business man
wants a portable with an operating system that no
one else in the States uses and has ordered 150,000
units! Good news for Acorn if this is correct but not
perhaps for the business man. If the NC takes off -
which I am sure it will - as a lot of people in
America could be using a derivative of RISC OS...
The machine will be housed in a case designed
by Acorn (unlike previous portables which have

been based on other manufacturers’ cases) which
Peter Bondar promises will be very innovative. The
first version, as | said last time, will be based on an
ARM7500FE+ with a StrongARM superchip version
later.

The high performance versions will possibly have
an on-board video conferencing system with the
ability to connect directly to a BT phone line. The
machine will hopefully weigh less than 3lbs, will
have an internal 33K modem and ethernet port and
will use a three tier filing system consisting of ROM,
Flash and SRAM. Sounds impressive doesn't it?
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Psion award

Psion plc has recently won the
prestigious award of Major
Corporate Exporter of the Year.
The award sponsored by Lloyds
Bank Commercial Services was
presented to Psion after
recording export sales in 1995
of £42m - 46 per cent of the
company's annual turnover,
The company's products are
already well established in
Europe, the US, Middle East,
Africa and Asia Pacific and
offices have recently opened in
Japan and Singapore.

PCMCIA acronym

During my trip to ART, Ali
France told me this wonderful
joke which | thought I'd share
with you.

Q: What does the acronym