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COMBOS (Hp & cn)

Full range available - free fitting in combo case
when all purchased at the same time

REMOVABLE DRIVES

- free media with all drives

3 For flexible, expandable storage, the infinite Bx CD & 100MB HD - external SCS1 130

CA STLE TECH N O LOGY capacity of a removable drive is perfect. Al & 15 8x (D & SOOMB HD - external SCSI £150
drives are the latest spec, and internal versions

REMOVABLE MEDIA

FOR ALL YOUR ACORN HARDWARE & PERIPHERALS
can be fitted into the CT Combo case. Data

transfer rate up to 8.8MB/sec (Nomai). Tio 100MB media £8 ]
INTERFACES 1\'? 100MB media (6 pack) £45 (8
25% off when bought with drive or scanner etc Guaranteed 4MB+/sec read transfer rate with 1P drive internal 100MB SCSI £99 11633 B Syquest 105MB media £29 B4
CT's Storm SCS1 interface offers unbeatable s | Castle Storm DMA32 SCS| card 1IP drive external 100MB SCSI £99 11633 B Syquest 135MB media £21 (488
performance. Using ISMB/s SCS1 components 1IP drive external parallel not A300 etc £109 {12808 |8 Syquest 230MB media £19 M

and our ulra-eiable SCS1 F5, Starm's a | 4GB XTRA3.5" 5CSI £179 (1033 B lomega Parallel ZIP driver (100MB) £25 (2938 [ Syquest 270MB media £32 08

| guaranteed winner. {1 8GB XTRA 3.5" SCS1 £329 (38658 [ MaxIT internal 50048 SCSI drive £029 (15158 [ MaxIT S00MB media €9 0l
: Ex VAT [ 18GB XTRA 3.5 SCSI £599  £103.83 [ JATIGB internal SCSI drive £189  £12.08 [ Nomai 750MB media £38 Wil
| M0 IDE interface kit - 15" hard drive €52 {610 VIDEO HARD DRIVES JS“z 'G_"“lenﬂ;é?;gs'l'\:_ :i:z gz;g IsM :ﬁﬂsggd'ad_ iig
| 13020 fixing kit - 2.5" hard drive £8 o0 Il e el ke vl ol for ([ 1 intereat I i ; ’{ez'ﬂ P o

43/400 IDE interface for 2.5" & 3.5 h.d. £60 muf A e S i ] Sylet oxl?mal 1.5GB SCSI drive £255  £199.63 [ JAL 2GB me ia :
| Storm8 SCSI2 interface - A30x0 A4000 £88 (a0l {40 JAZ 2GB internal SCSI drive £259 (30433 [ PD 630MB media £18 A5 E

JAZ 2GB external SCSI drive £279 0118 [ (D 630MB write once media (Pk of 10) £12

CD 630MB re-write media £12

Storml6 SCSI2 i/f - A300/AM00 AS/7000  £96 {11280 [ 4GB Video SCSI external £349 441008

| StormDMA32 SCSI2 i/f RPC £128 (15040 £| 9GB Video SCS1 external £599 (038 PD 24x (D & 630MB optical SCSI drive £249 {9058 |
| Storml6 SC512/10BaseT Ethernet iff £148 @m0 [} 18GB Video SCSI external £899 {10563 |
Storml6 SCS12/10BaseT&2 Ethernet il £196 (3030 MEMORY COLOUR MONITORS

CD ROM DRIVES

inc FREE driver software & fixing kit worth £29

| 1300 & A40D 1-4HB €75 @l ': 3 year warranty on all monitors (| year on AKF18)

{ A300 & A400 4-8MB £19 (308

HARD DRIVES B \ The latest developments in TFT £103.83
(BARE) Caste Technology's range of LD ROM i 43000 146 £55 i8] o screen lechnoiog)ebring the Prolite £59 inc VAT

| drives are chosen for their reliability, A3000 4-8MB £149 (17508 B9 36 space-saving flat screens from

70HB A3000/A3010 interface included B case of use and robustnes. They have A3000 serial port upgrade LB | fiyama. The 14.1" screen hasa

[70MB A3020 fitting kit included £59 ] fast access times, and 5|_1tlude dmfer A3010 I-2MB FOLINORIR | \iovable area almost 17" and 2

70HB A300/A400 interface included PIOLRIIEY | softvare. They are particularly suitable : maximum resolution 1024x768.

S00MB A3000/A3010 interface included ~ £128  £150.40 | MM VLS i x MR Itis ecologically advanced with

500MB A3020 fitting kit included £89 {1438 {1 4y speed SCSI CD ROM drive '°‘: P“;‘"‘“"‘“.'“";"’.“ 1’;"1

S00MB A300/A400 interface included £134 (574 ; “h"‘f er; AN 107

| 2104B 3.5" IDE for A4000 & A5000 €45 (8 P rosnc:

S00MB 3.5" IDE for A4000 & A5000 £59 93

1.2GB 3.5" IDE for RiscPC & AT000/+ £69 (810

2GB 3.5" IDE for RiscPC & A7000/-+ £80 (3400

4GB 3.5" IDE for RiscPC & A7000/+- £99 {153

100MB 3.5" 5C51 £9 (158

500MB 3.5 SCSI £65 {163

268 3.5" 051 €15 (1351

4GB 3.5 SCS £149 (1150

468 3.5 SCS1 £239

J2MB SIMM - Risc PC AT000/+ CALL (Al
64MB SIMM - Risc PC A7000/+ CALL L
128MB SIMM - Risc PC A7000/+ CALL (A

AKFIB 14" grade B - pre RiscP(" £9 108
14" SYGA £89 (145
15" digital SYGA £110 (7]
17" digital SVGA £200 030
5" digital SVGA liyama £159 (1888
17" digital SYGA Pro 0.25 liyama £340 053
21" digital SYGA liyama £729 (853
4" colour LCD display (TFT Analogue) £599 (038

EXTERNAL SCSI CASES an Tonae INKJET PRINTERS
for hard drives CD drives & remaveable drives 7 SCSI €D towers with lockable doors inc FREE data cable & Acorn driver WORTH £20
FREE headphones and data cable worth over £20 Advanced inkjet technology for bright

DE CD driver for Risc PC & A7000 £25 (93
6x4x2 CD int ReWriter inc !'CDBurn
6x4:x2 Ext CD ReWriter inc 'CDBurn
6x4x4 CD int ReWriter inc !CDBurn
16xdx4 Ext CD ReWriter inc !CDBurn
CD ROM fixing kit (data & audio cable)

: network and have simultaneous access to ; ' 4 : i colour images & fast printing times.
two SCS) devices & gets rid of all those between 7 & 26 CD-ROMs. Enables (D 1! Cl Up to 1200dpi resolution (virtual
; resource discs to remain locked and | : phatographic quality). Supplied with
= untouched but accessible from all over the 7 i i
5.05 unit. 2 B8 network. Up to 4 towers can be connected ! z
Acorn ME U 2x CD -+ free 5.25" slot i to one computer. Fully compatible with : 5 . . CANON BJC-250 £84
Case for single SCS1 device PICOIT] | ccess CD network software. CANON BJC-4300 £105

Combo case for 2 SCSI devices £60 (1050 | 8x (D 7 drive Tower £379 453 | CANOH B|C-4650 £227

cables, mains leads etc. Accepts any
Acorn drivers & data cables.

; CANON BJC-7000 £189
SG‘INMRS 32x (D 7 drive Tower £579 {66033 i e el EPSON Stylus colour 440 £115
[nc.EREE sofeware worth £49 EPSON Stylus colour 640 £149
PROCESSORS EPSON Stylus colour 850 19
The new ultra-slim ScanExpress 36-bit Parallel printer cable £10
colour scanner hasacompittfoulprim, & RISC O Turbo driver for above printers £45
[ast scanning speeds and quiet operatio ‘ Risc S 3.11 chip set £25 {1938 | Acorn printer driver for any listed printer  £10
ZIe; Imragel‘l;gl_n sa[lw.;re{end T\"Pfg\lﬂ s jl Z?Kd ISIDINI M??Eiﬂfs Risc 05 3.11 ma‘:lua! set £20 (350 TCP/IP (LPR) postscript printer driver £175
e Ea L Imela R An At ] ; oin‘the digital revolution at lightning fast Risc 08 3.11 hardware upgrade - A300 £0 mS
(Z[S' °"t’)\|°’;‘,‘““al antpArensy Il speeds! Using a Castle Technology ISDN ARH 610 processor (zndpugser) £69 1810 SPECIALS
AR modem (connected to an Integrated Seryices SETIRRTAIETIE g X NIFENEE £99 (63 DOA warranty only
ScanExpress 6000 parallel £99 H163 Digital Network pair of lines from BT), you MODEMS “ | JPISO0 sheet feeder £10
ScanExpress 6000 SCSI £119  £30.: can take advantage of fast VWeb browsing, fast All mod st ith ) Master 128 “‘“'hﬁfh“_i"d £10 1
ScanExpress 12000 SCS1 LTRSS daca transfer, fast faxing, e nm;;{rEeEex el.rna [_“" comeiw! | German keyboards RiscPC/AT000 etc £10 EH.]S‘; o
-~ Scanfla 1200 pro SCS1 GBI o icperformance special ‘ on-line time ASO000 Poveer Supply Uni s s
- ImageMaster & Twain £49 (513 phane ine —all from # i 56k modem £59 §] Econet Bnd_ge £20 (350
~ Scanflat transparency kit - slides etc £149 (1150 A i orier | 128k ISDN modem £99 i Acorn Econet interface £5 68
- ScanExpress transparency kit-slides etc £75 65 Dk [Etech goxs | 128k ISDN -+ 2 analogue phone ports £109 8] Econet starter kit £20 M3
~ CanoScan 2700F film scanner PILEI T Choose from four | 128K ISDN hub router with 10BaseT £249 (29256 | | PCcard for A3000 A3010 A3020 A4000 £99 (163
| network/stand-alone £116.33 inc VAT | 128k ISDN medem router (managed) £385 (45238 Startwrite wordprocessor £5 658
| FIXING KITS, CABLES etc ffiodels AeRTeAtpncest DELIVERY CHARGES - Next day insured Sales lines open Monday to Fridzy 9.00am til 5.00pm
| Podule case for A3000 £16 (80 | Orders over £200 paid by debit card ”‘:i E’]‘EE Saturday 9.00am il 1.00pm
| Fixing kits for hard drives 8 o4 | KEYBOARDS MICE EIC i‘:l“"d':“'“’ & A e ¢
| A4 IDE hard drive fixing kit £12 (N S E; s b fa i Conactus by emaik siles@castle-technologycouk
. A300 series backplane (4 way 4 layer) £48 (3640 Ergo keyboard for pre Risc PC £69 (108 HEE e (8 e lenon) 2 Visit our web site! http:/lwww.castle-technology.couk
A7000/+ | slot backplane (not with CD) ~ £34 03955 Ergo keyboard for Risc PLATO00/+ N/C €39 (458 | | We welcome payment by cheque (allow 5 days to dlear),
Risc PC 2 slot backplane £30 03525 Keyboard for Risc PC A7000/+ N/C £19 3| Creditand Debit cards. Pl
Ind slice for Risc PC inc 105watt PSU £99 0163 Keyboard cable (6 way) £10 (75 :
nd slice for Risc PC £76 (8930~ Mouse for all Acorns (not A7000 etc) £12 (410 EDUCATIONAL DRDERS WELSOMED. E&OE.
- SCSII & I1 cables choice from £10 (175 | Mouse for A7000/+ N/C £15 (18 All products carry a
SCSI/IDE ribbon cables from £5 (58 Mouse balls heavy (pack of 10) £15 (116 | | CASTLETECHNOLOGY, Ore Trading Estate full | year warranty
SCSI terminator/adaptors (selection) £10 (1175 Floppy drive any Acorn except A300 A4 £30 6355 | Woodbridge Road, Framlingham, Suffolk IP13 9LL A )
Honitor cable for all Acorn (selection) £10 (1175 Replacement floppy drive for A4 £79  (928) | TEL:01728 621222 FAX:0800 783 9638 ]

FreeFax 0800 783 9638  PHONE 01728 621222 "PHONE 01728 621222
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looks at parameters, menus and
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e Feviews
g@ Sleuth 3

Trevor Attewell takes a gander at the
latest release of this OCR software

OHP

A look at Spacetech’s latest
presentation software, plus some
presentation tips

April 1999

e education

Education News
Highlighting some great web sites,
CDs and books

%’iﬁﬂ @:’%

5

Education Review

Pam Turnbull reviews the World
Factbook CD and a 1Gb collection of
educational PD

eregulars

% News
The latest news, products and views
from the world of RISC OS computers

Graphics

Paul Wheatley plays with the latest
Sincronia release — TopModel CD
collection 2; plus Pic of the Month

Comms

Connecting to FreeUK; Dan Dare
technology; another SMS service;
Virgin access problems solved.

-

Public Domain
More freebies; a PCB designer, a multi-
tasking WIMP patch, and some clever

voice recognition software

PC Page
Some useful PC tips from Aleph
accessing DOS partitions with P

Cover disc
What you can find on this month's
cover disc and how you can use it

Game show

Get into the expanding scene with
reviews of Botkiller2, TEK and Dark
Future

?@E Subscriptions page

) Take advantage of our fantastic
subscription offers and get yours
today

Letters

Sibelius's Benn Finn has his say and
Paul Vigay settles fluttering hearts
with the lastest Ancestry news

72

The Regan Files

Library terrorist Nicholas van der
Walle is the target of this months
Regan Files

74

Work Favdinnd - B s

Europe

K
]

On the Brink...
Year 2000

e hands on

*INFO
Dave and Dave let rip with another
explosion of the weird and wonderful

Run the Risc
Mike teams up with his trusty sidekick
PIC to construct a light-pen

Rambles through Acorn Wood
Run your computer from a car battery
or turn it into a DJ mega-station?
Mike has the answer

New fonts and new graphics offer Page 56

Play your own "Destiny” offer Page 20
Advertisers Index Page 68
Back issues Page 70
Free Ads Page 56

Next month
in Acorn User

ProCAD+ reviewed in all its

glory, HTMLPro revealed plus all
the regulars and a special Doom
level designer competiton

On sale 15 April 1999
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EMAIL: sales@cta.u-net.com

CTA:

hitp://www.cta.u-net.com

"Wl"‘ll' m

See us at Acorn Wakefield 99
Tel - 01942 797777 Fax - 01942 797711

Curriculum Training Associates
Dept. AU04, 168 Elliott St.
Tyldesley

Gtr. Manchester

M29 8DS

0% Interest FREE credit (6 months) or LOW cost finance
on all new systems, & FREE Internet connection worth £99

e e e

We can offer Domain names,
registration and maintenance, web
design, virtual server, secure server,
Web server housing, Web & FTP space.

Introductory special offers
udit IH! Vumhtr or Web‘stcr XL **

1 years unlimited access for £99inc vat

33K Modem and 1 yr. for £99 (£116.33)

56K V90 Modem + lyr £125 (£146.88)
Desktop FAX MODEMS

33600 Voice BABT approved £40.00 £47.00
56k x2/ V90 3Com USR £118.30 £129.00
56k Flex /V90 (Rockwell) £58.72 £69.00
ISDN modem (external) £169.36 £169.00
High speed serial cards from £78.30 £92.00

Internet & Modem Software

£94.05£110.51
£26.38 £31.00
£21.28 25.00

Ant Internet Suite
ArcFAX Fax software
WebsterXL Browser

®

High Quality Acorn
ERGO mouse

£12.00 + VAT
Ring for MONITORS
Specials Ex. VAT Inc. VAT

14" SVGA 0.28 (3yr on-site)
14" SVGA 0.28 Multi-Media
15" SVGA 0.28 (3yr on-site)
15" SVGA 0.28 Multimedia
15" liyama Vison Master 350
17" SVGA 0.28 (3yr on-site)
17" SVGA 0.25 (3yr on-site)
17" liyama Vison Master 702
17" liyama Pro 400

19" SVGA 0.26 (1yr RTB)
19" SVGA 0.26 (3yr on-site)
19" liyama Pro 450

21" SVGA Mitsub' (D'tron)
21" SVGA 0.25 (3yr on-site)
21" liyama Pro 501

138" SVGA (lyr on-site)
AKF18 Multisync (14")
AKF53 Mult s (14')
AKF53 Multisync (14") £195.00 £229.13
AKF12 PAL (14" ex demo)  £65.00 £76.38

Various 2nd user monitors available.

£89.00 £104.58
£105.00 £123.38
£110.00 £129.25
£129.00 £151.57
£129.00 £151.57
£185.00 £217.38
£275.00 £323.13
£249.00 £292.58
£325.00 £381.88
£280.00 £329.00
£360.00 £423.00
£460.00 £540.50
£499.00 £586.33
£540,00 £634.50
£665.00 £781.38
£1500.00£1762.50
£115.00 £135.13
£165.00 £193.88

THE BEST! PRINTER PRICES
Ex. VAT Inc. VAT
£152.00 £178.60
£84.00 £98.70
£105.00 £123.38
£149.00 £175.08
£227.00 £266.73
£275.00 £323.13
£169.00 £198.58
£99.00 £116.33
£130.00 £152.75

( Please ring for latest prices )
Canon BJC8OW portable col.

Canon BJC 250 colour A4
Canon BJC 4300 colour # A4
Canon BJC 4300 Scan ! # A4
Canon BJC 4650 colour # A3
Canon BJC 4650 Scan ! #A3
Canon BJC 7000 colour * A4
Epson Stylus 440 colour A4
Epson Stylus 640 Colour A4

6 months Interest Free Credit On All Systems inc peripherals software and 2/3 yr optional warranties

233Mhz SA RiscPC Offers
e.g. RPC SA 2M+32Mb/2.1G/40x CD
& 17" monitor for only £1125 + VAT

or £34.00/month vi

aL.C.F. *

RPC SA bases from £850 inc VAT or
£22.00/month via L.C.E. *

AND we will match or beat

your best ofTer.

SA J233 Web Wizard
2M+32Mb/2.1G/24x CD/15" mon/Stereo Spk &
FREE software inc !Browse, Jarva and Word 6/7

compatibility. Free 56K modem for only £1145 + VAT

Casio QV100

HARD DRIVES

Finance Deals
* 0% Buy now pay 6
months later.
* Can convert into
standard finance
package, no penalty
* Low Cost Finance
Option @ 1.5% per
month (19.9% APR)
upto 5 years to pay.
# No early settlement
penaltys.
* Can make additional
purchases uplo your
credit limit without re-
application,

A7000+ System Offers
e.g. A7000 +16M / 2.1G /
40x CD /15" mon & Stereo
Spk for only £749 exc VAT
or £23.00 / month via L.C.F
Please ask for other
combinations

A7000 + Peak Performer
8M /2.1G/32x CD /14" mon / Stereo
Spk & FREE Software Bundle for only
£749 + VAT (£808 + VAT for both bundles)

*Ring For full details

AND SUB-SYSTEMS WHY PAY MORE???

Digital Camera

A3000/A3010

A3020 | Adooo/ASo00/ado0] RPC /A7000

Ex.

£95 £111.63]

170 Mb
340 Mb £
512 Mb

VAT Inc. VAT

12 £131.60]

£127 £149.23]

Tx. VAT Inc. VAT Ex VATINC, VAT Ex. VAT
£55  £64.63|420M # £49 £57.58|420M # £49
£69  £81.08[420Mb * £76 £89.30|512M  £59
£85  £99.88|540MDb * £85 £99.88|1.2G  £70

PC s/w only £199.00 exc

val (£233.83)
Acorn & PC s/w
£280.00 (£329.00)

QviwQvI00 s/w kit £96
(£112.80)

810 Mb
1 Gb
2 Gb
3 Gb
4Gb

£139 £163.33 14 £119
£149 £175.081# £124
£159 £186.83 1 # £134
£169 £198.58# £144
£189 £222.08 |# £164

# includes partitioning software

CD-ROMS
IDE

£139.83
£145.70
£158.63
£169.20
£192.70

A3000 version includes CD ROM i/f which can be used
in A3020 or A4000 For external A3000 add £20.00 +VAT

SCSI

T00Mb * £93 £109.28
1.2Gb *£115 £135.13
2.1Gb #£125 £146.88
3.2Gb *£135 £158.63
4.0Gb *£145 £170.38

* inc. internal removable HD & CD
ROM I, For partitioning software
only deduct £25.00 + vat (29,38)

2.1G

3.2G

4.3G

6.4G £105 £123.38

8.4G  £115 £135.13

16.8G £210 £246.75
# limited supply

£80
£85
£95

SCSI HARD DRIVES

540M (# limited Stock) £60.00  (£70.50)

ACORN
TRACKBALL

40x £49.00 (£57.58) 32x
32x £45.00 (£52.88) l6x
24x £39.00 (£45.83) 12x £34.00 (£39.95)
8x  £30.00 (£35.25) 8x  £30.00 (£35.25)

For EXTERNAL IDE or SCSI | add £50.00 + VAT (inc. cable)

£70.00 (£82.25)
£40.00 (£47.00)

1.0Gb £70.00
2Gb (7200rpm) #  £110.00
4.3Gb (5400 or 7200pm) £140.00
4.3Gb (10,000pmy#  £199.00

(£129.25)
(£164.50)

(£82.25)

(£233.83)

& MOUSE
£29.79 + VAT

(3.5 IDE driver £15 + vat) IDE int. fitting kit £5 inc.
For external SCSIIT add £55.00 + Vat. (inc. cable)
Internal SCSI fitting kits from £10 + vat

9.1Gb (7200rpm) £235.00
18.6Gb 7,200rpm £425.00

(£276.13)
(£499.38)

2x2x6x Re-Writer £170.00 (£199.75
4x4x16xRe-Writer £235.00 (£276.13
CD-BURN

CD-SCRIBE2

100mb Zip

CD-ROM WRITERS
: Prices Start

£49.00
£49.00

£57.58
£57.58

SCSI 8x

Autochanger

£85.00 + vat
(£99.88)

Removable Drive Media

Ex. VAT Inc VAT
£8.45 £9.93
£38.30 £45.00

1Gb Jazz

Ex. VAT
£58.00 £
£58,00 £

IDE Removable Drives SCSI Removable Drives
Zip 100 IDE £65.00 £76.38 PD650/CD  £139.00
ZipSCSlext  £85.00 £99.88 Nomai 750 £165.00
Zip SCSIint £85.00 £99.88 Jaz 1Gint  £189.00

IDE drives require suitable drivers/ hardware ja‘r. ]G ext {]9900
Parallel Removable Drives Syjet 1.5G int £199.00
Zip Parallel *  £110.00 £129.25 Syjet 1.5G ext £199.00
Jaz 1G Parallel*£239.00 £280.83 Ja22Gint  £265.00 £311.38
Syjet 1.5G pll £249.00 £292.58 Joz2Gext  £265.00 £311.38
Jaz 2G Parallel*£315.00 £370.13 * P'llel drives inc. Acorn Software

£233.83

Interface Adapters

Epson Stylus 850 Colour A4

£230.00 £270.25

Zip 5 pack

1.5Gb Syquest

£350.00 £411.25
£149.00 £175.08
£328.00 £385.40

Epson Stylus 1520 Colour A3
Epson Stylus photo 700 # A4
Epson Stylus Photo EX # A3
HP 420C A4 £74.00 £86.95
HP 695C Colour A4 £110.00 £129.25
HP 895CXI1 Colour Ad £200.00 £235.00
HP LASERJET 1100 £249.00 £292.58
HP LASERJET 2100 £460.00 £540.50
Photo drivers for # £58.72 £69.00
Scanner drivers for ! £29.79 £35.00

* driver soon * FREE Acorn driver by request ¥**

120mb LS120
135 Syquest
230 Syquest

£1.50 £8.81
£21.00 £24.68
£19.90 £23.38
£29.75 £34.96

CDR CD-ROM
CDR 10 pack

£1.28
£10.00 £

Ex. VAT Inc. VAT

POWERED SPEAKERS

60 watts with PSU £1698  £19.95
240 watts with PSU £24.68  £29.00
Subwoofer system with PSU £42.00  £49.35

270 Syquest
650Mb Pan.
750Mb Nomai

PD £19.00
£38.00

£22.33
£44.65

CDR 25 pack £21.28
CDR/W CDROM £10.00 £
CDR/W 10 pack  £85.00 £

COLOUR SCSI SCANNERS

P'llel Mustek A4 600dpi inc Acorn s/w £99.00 (£116.33)
Mustek A4 600 dpi inc Acorn s/w

Mustek A4 1200 dpi ine Acorn s/w
Epson GT7000 in¢ Acorn s/w
Epson GT7000P inc Acorn s/w *

£119.00 (£139.83)
£149.00 (£175.08)
£199.00 (£233.83)
sk £249,00 (£292.58)

6 Drive CD-ROM
SCSI Towers

8x £299.00 exc.
32x £549.00 exc.

Removable IDE or SCSI Housing Unit £20.00 (£23.50)

Storm SCSI 8 bit (A30x0 int) £88.00 £103.40
Storm SCSI 16 bit (podule) £96.00 £112.80
Storm SCSI 32 bit (podule) £128.00 £150.40
Powertec SCSI3 32 bit (Pod) £149.00 £175.08
Simtec 8 bit (A3000/A3010) £55.00 £64.63
Simtec 16 bit (AX00/AS000/RPC) £45.00 £52.88
APDL (ICS)16 bit DMA £45.00 £52.88
RapIDE32 £119.00 £139.83

StrongARM Special

Offer
£259.00 inc VAT

(with any Hard Drive /
Memory purchase)



NETWORKING

3 yr Warl‘antv on ALL Acorn MEMORY why Pay More??
ETHERNET INTERFACES Cables

= N = = 5 S Tak i Ta Y -
ACORN MEMORY NEW PRICES RISC PC MEMORY All ethernet i/fs ete ave ANT — Ex. VAT Inc. VAT [| 2M  £4 £5.29
Ex. VAT Inc. VAT || Also FOR A7000  Ex. VAT Inc. VAT A3000 int 10base2 or T, Access+  £89.00 £104.58]| 3M  £6  £7.05
4-§ MB Up (A3 10,440.3000“) U £99 £116.33 SMb SIMM €11.00  £12.92 A400 / A5000 10base2 or T Ace+  £89.00 £104.58]| M £7 £8.23
4-8 MB Up. (A5000%) U £119 £139.83 ) e g5 A400/ AS000 10base2 & T Ace+  £99.00 £116.33]| 1O0M £11 £12.93
- 16Mb SIMM £22.00 £25.85 = s 1 i - 20M £15 £17.63
*rework for A3000/5000/25mhz £25  £2038 32Mb SIMM £48.00  £49.35 A3020 10base2 Access+/ext MAU £99.00 £116.33 ~‘§| o I.(ih [\L’.
A3010 1-2 MB Upgrade I £25 £2038 3 : R s : /\.3“..()_ 10baseT Access H‘L,‘t.l‘ MAU i.“J‘)‘(l() £116.33 ; 5
; e 32Mb High Clearance  £53.00  £62.28 { B RiscPC/AT000 [0base2 or T Ace+ £89.00 £104,58[[ o 10baseT
A3010 2-4 MB I{Pgmde (exch) U £45  £52.88 [ gqnip S1MM £85.00  £99.88 RiscPC/AT000 10base2 & T Ace+ £99.00 £116.33]|  any size made to
A3010 1-4 MB Upgrade b £55  £64.63 || 1agnp SIMM £170.00 £199.75 [l B Ant Access+ ROM upgrade £10.00 £11.75 order
A3020/4000 2-4 MB Upgrade U £40  £47.00 | | 1vb VRAM £1830 £45.00
A5000 2-4 MB Upgrade U £45  £52.88 | [onin VRAM £76.00 £89.30 Premier Quality Ink Refills Network Hubs
n g aile ) : ; X | AT T
A3000 1-2 MB Non-Upgrade £20 ij23'5() 1-2 Mb (exchange) £66.00 £77.55 Single refills (1x22ml)  £6.00 inc exc Vat inc Vat
A3000 2-4 upgrade (exchange) l £45 £52.88 Please ring for latest prices B | Twin refills  (2x22ml) £10.00 inc|| 10bT 16+2(18) port - £75.00 (£88.13)
A3000 1-4 MB Upgrade U £55 £64.63 [ Triple refills (3x22ml) £14.00 inc] | 100/10 Auto 16 port £249,00 (£29.58)
A3000 Serial Port Upgrade 23 2703 || 33 Mhz Arm 3 upgrade @ |1 colour ©MY) £15.00 || We supply and /o instal all network
A310 4Mb Upgrade U £50  £58.75 [[with FPA socket £115.00 inc ‘I{;'j“'-l(“""“f f“-N'I-“-K'tE‘I'»:::; incf| components please ring for your requirement
e 5 e ith I itted(25Mhz)  £165.00 ine 25m 21.00 in¢
A.4001'1 IMb ‘Upgrdclc, permeg I £25  £20.38 ||with FPA 10 fitted(25Mhz) £165.00 inc 350m] £38.00 incl RisePC PC Cards
Risc OS Carrier Board (A310) £19  £22.33 5 500ml £50.00 inel | ..o ; s
=l N RiscOS 3.11 Rom upgrades i oo ] | DX2-66 £145.00 ine VAT
MEMC 1A upg (short supply) £5  £52.88 b Ll ¢ Wi I litre £70.00 inc| | px4-100 £195.00 inc VAT
FNEW#* AS540 4Mb U £97 £113.98 £25.00 exc Vat (£29.38) All sizes available in CMYK || 586-100 (Acom) £290,00 inc VAT
2 586-133 (CJE 512) £300.00 inc VAT
e i NEW DEALS
Acom Trackball/Mouse *NEW®  £20.79  £35.00 ‘ = R Replacement Floppys Drives R-Comp CD-ROM Software
Acorn Original Mouse £25.00  £29.38 OWERS¥ DARKHESS A3000/400/500 £29.00+vat (£34.08) s
Acorn ERGO Mouse *NEW* £12.00 £14.10 HEXEN ABUSE £22.00
A7000 replacement Mouse €1200  £14.10 : : A30X0/4000/5000 floppy :)‘;:;{‘; B gt Szg
Ergo (std) RisePC Keyboard 2128 2500 |8 3 Classic Medieval allows cross -formatting of HD and DD discs l:(-- ',‘*nrll»':,y’“: (l.l-;:[l‘l i £32.00
Ergo curved RiscPC K/board £29.79  £35.00 30 004V = £34.08 l'"‘l-" ol Might and vagie = 2.
A400/A5000 replacement kvrd — £69.00  £81.08 | Bl Garmes only £30.00ine. £29.00+vat (£34.08) Quake (duc soon) £33.00
X Syndicate + £26.00
ARCSHARE If You cannot see it , Please Ask. Acorn C/C++  [[TRAR (for REC and A 7000) TTT00
. o . Crystal Maze on CD £15.00
Acorn networking for PCs What items would you like us to Special Deal |l iy Tots on €1 £15.00
29,95 exc Vat £35.19 inc V: e 125 inc
£29.95 exc dt.{ 19 inc Vat stock / Advertise? £125 inc VAT
see network section for Cards etc.
Character Mouse Mats FLOPPY DISKS @20p !! Switch Boxes l’rinlcr“l?.ihl.‘mnf,'lnkjct
Southoark K £5.99 Ex. VATIne.VAT [ [ 2-1 with cable £15.00  £17.63 L""”"dg‘f-‘ a
outhpar enny 2 21) Re-label Acorn fimt 10 pk .,_-__;_”;: Vf]__;_q LT o, SO £15.00 £17.63 New/Rﬁg\'cled”Llalser Toner Carts
SOUthpﬂrk Cartmaﬂ £599 DD Re-label f\u')rn fmt .l(l() I}H'I. .(_)- L..U‘(l(l 4-1 withcabla £19.00 £22.33 rices available on request
DD Branded box10 pack £2.50 £294 21 Monitor / Kevt 1 £20.79 £35.00
: > 10y : 5 2-1 Monitor / Keyboard £29. 35,
IDISNEV iniey it Doaldee: £.5.99 DD Branded box 10x £21.28 £25.00 10 )
% b a s HD bulk Acorn or PC 10 pack  £2.00  £2.35 - NEW STAFF
X-files (four types) £5.99 HD bulk Acorn or PC 100 pack€17.02 £20.00 We can repair/upgrade your CYATIeetar Iopking tyrecrul?
HD Branded 10 pack £3.50  £4.11 ach? P 3 ‘ o
Garfield £4.00 20 cap Disk Box EL6Y  £2.00 machine(s) and monitors at new sales, technical and Modern
& 40 cap Disk Box £2.54  £2.98 competitive prices please ask Apprentices. Please send CV to
Various novelty ~ £4.99 alite e o el Son e, i _
190 eap Disk Box £298 8501 All Acorn's including BBCs & Main Address marked
2 3.5" Floppy head cleaners £2.50 £2.94 ; & ] - @D
Std. mat £1.00 Econ. £.65 | [3-5" Floppy head cles E2.50 £ ! Careers@CTA
CD-ROM cleaner £4.25  £4.99 PCs
anpricesbetow inengevar) 1L HE BARGAIN BASEMENT Mostltems will be at Acorn Shows
Acorn Software Bin 1/2 price or1ess) Book Bargains | [ co Edueation / Multimedia/ Kids_Titles for PC_| [ PC Utilities & Languages (on CD ROM __ (ine var)
A3010 Joystick Controller Software £15.00 || Dabhand Guide "Budget DTP" £3.00 || 3D Body adventure £10,00 | | LOTUS SMARTSUITE 97 FOR WIN 95 £25.00
Acom Pocket Book..Schedule £10.00 1 pabhand Guide "C" ver 3 £8.50 FUN SCHOOL 5 (dreamland) £10.00 | | MICROGRAFIX DESIGNER £25.00
Alone in the Dark £29.00 Dabhand Guide "C" ver 2 £3.00 FUN SCHOOL young scientist £10,00 | | MS WORKS V2.0 (Win 3.1 or 95) £10.00
Arm Tech Labeller £9.00 3 ' e _1 N ) GLOBAL ENGLISH £10,00 | | MS WORKS V.0 £25.00
Arm Tech ClipArt (various per pack) £8.00 Dabhand G':”lph"“‘h L m‘L "\‘l‘{' 1 J‘_?'JU GLOBAL FRENCH £10.00 | | Photo Album maker £10.00
Birds of War £2000 || Dabhand Guide "Impression £7.50 || GLOBAL MATHS ALGEBRA £10.00 | | Photo Calendar maker £10.00
Boxing Manager £8.00 — GLOBAL MATHS NUMBERS £10.00 | | TURBO CAD £15.00
ColourSep (Colour Separation Software) ~ £8.00 We!'cwolf Software GCSEmaths 97/98 curriculum £15.00] | PATA CAD V5.0 £20.00
Creator 2 £25.00 || shugay was £2595 now  £14.95 || KIDS CAD £10.00 | | Professor WINDOWS 95 (TUTOR) £10.00
DFile Font Pack (Academy) £10.00 || TANKS. was £25.95 £16.95 Kids Zoo & 3D Dinosaurs £10,00 | | Microsoft Visual basic 3 (limited no.) £25.00
DFile Font Pack (Balmoral) £10.00 1 RAMplify was £19.95 £17.95 MATHS BY COLOURS £10.00 | | COREL DRAW 5 | £25.00
D'File Font Pack (FreeStyle Script) £10.00 ChildPla \',( deskiop) £14.95 MARIO TITLES (Play School ete) £10,00 =
D'File Font Pack (Manhattan) £10.00 R ‘_f — MS FINE ARTIST gio00][ PC CD-ROMS Buy 2 get one free
DFFile Font Pack (Mastercard) £10.00 Acorn CD-ROM Software || stow & TELL (inc. free caleuton — £15.00 | £5ist being updated please ring or e-mail
D'File Font Pack (Old Towne 536) £12.00 || p'File PDCD 3 or 4 £5.00 CD Multimedia /Reference Titles for PC =
gh‘l;'H ;.2333 DFile PDCD § £1000 || 3D Garden Designer aso0| PC CD-ROMS Buy 2 get one free
I : Hutchinson Encyclopedia £39.00 || Androute Routerfinder for UK £10.00] 210 st he ate G it
:-]ulua :mll:l)](-lc L:(-;:;I(; Robert Duncan Cartoan KIT £3900 [Il Athas of Great Britain (Ordinance Survey)15.00 £10 list being updated please ring or e-mail
alactic Dan £10. TopicArt CD £10.00 || GEOFF HAMILTON GARDENER CD £10.00 %
Gae ON (for RPC) £1500 ||t TV ABC i Baiiinllion b Alternative PC Bases
pales pren || YIT™ Electricity und magnetism £15.00 [ [ M5 BOOKSHELF 94 £8.00 Pentium from ONLY £249.00 +
e o YITM Elements £15.00 | [ MS CINEMANIA 94 £8.00 P T e e P
HERO QUEST 15001 yITM Materials £15.00 || MS CINEMANIA 95 £10.00 ring for latest prices.
}";“5"’?' ';‘;‘ P“;k“gch Lizgg YITM (all three titles) £35.00 [ [ MS DANGEROUS CREATURES £15.00 (g - -
ahangir Khan Squas - More to be listed MS ENCARTA 96 OEM £15.00 i e SRR ‘
KV ( Platform Gumc). ) £8.00 = - — MS Encarta 98 Encyclopedia Deluxe £35.00 BY M.ﬁflL or [’HSJ‘I'\J.L (!u.:!u:.t..ur P.O.s should be
My World Support Disc Ancient Egypt £12.00 Various Hardware bargains MS JULIA CHILDS HOME COOKING  £15.00 made payable to 'CTA DIRECT".
My World Support Disc Ancient Greece  £13.00 A 3000 bases from £85 £99.88% \'1. \-1[{%](‘ ('l"l’\‘r“l'l'h\l F j 1_‘1(;()(] CREDIT CARD / SWITCH please give name,
Nuclides 11 and Elements 11 (save £5.00) £25.00 A3010 bases from £100 £117.50% i\-1.5 .\d'll.l!.' Scht.ml Bus i £15:l)(] address, tel. no, card no, expiry date, issue no. if any.
Quest for GOLD £5.00 |] A3020 bases from £125 - L1688 | pOyUTE 66 (UK and Iretand) £15.00 il BY EMAIL: sales@cta.u-net.com
Revelation 2 £29.00 A4000 bases from £150 £176.25% VISIONS OF MARS CD £10.00 SFICTAL S by MAIL or FAX
Stbvertiall iaed 2y fagesifiom 2l 205751 i : NS J Carriage L'il’l‘l’ res inc, ins. & packaging charged at cost
StrongGuard £25.00 || A4 Portables 6 months wiy — £600 705,00 [ | C2Anglia Multimedia ROMANS £15.00 'g"‘ 4. CUBRes e, 1% & DACKARINA C0TRe At cost
¢ iz % - v o Small items (under 2Kg).........no more than £6 + vat
Swiv (Budget Title) £9.00 RPC bases from £468 £549.90* CD General Resou iies Ex. VAT Ine. VAT Oni box of Htems totalling Upto 2 26 vt
TURBO DRIVER - Epson Stylus £45.00 || Monitors Various POA  POA Ao Bt LNy S i (R s “‘wl;“ i ”“_.],, Al
Visual Backup £15.00 || Panasonic PD scsi system intiext £139.00 £163.33 | [ 33000 Clip A gWmE) el e T
Wavelenth £12.00 || Pioneer SCSI 4x 6x stack ext  £169.00 £198.58 7‘5‘”0"’ C J'I"‘:\'T (Wf"'} & imuges L'; 00 il Imu;l\ "lm 'll‘ll“t!'llf!‘c(l I-E:m nlm s i;“ el
World Class Leaderboard (GOLF) £10.00 new items 12 months wty *2nd user 90 days wiy COREL ARTSHOW 5 £29.00 EOSLE TGRS SEDI AP




A7000+ production rescue

Castle Technology Ltd (CTL), the
company set up by the Castle Technology
dealership to take over the distribution
of Acorn-branded computers, has
secured the rights from Element 14 (E14 -
the new name for Acorn Computers
Ltd) to take over manufacturing of

the Acorn A7000+. The A7000 has been of
critical importance to the schools market
as it has been the entry-level machine,
ideal for classrooms.

Supplies of the A7000+ are currently
scarce, but CTL's managing director, Jack
Lillingston, says a new batch of machines

SAMSUNG

is expected to be on tap by the end of
March. In the official statement,
Lillingston commented: “CTL has always
been completely dedicated to Acorn
desktop computers and we are very
pleased to be able to ensure the future and
ongoing support for these computers.”

Stan  Boland, CEO of [E14, also
commented: “We are delighted that CTL
is able to undertake the production of
these computers. We wish them every
success in the knowledge that their
expertise will ensure the best possible
solution for the Acorn community.”

After the fiasco of the closure of the
Acorn workstations division and the still-
birth of Risc PC 2, at last Acorn seems to
be making positive moves which benefit
the Acorn market. Hopefully, the A7000+
deal will herald further announcements
which will secure  the future
manufacturing of other Acorn lines, like
the existing Risc PC, for example.

There were some concerns that as all
Acorn’s computer models are quite old in
industry terms, component sourcing
might be a problem preventing future
production runs. CTL appears to have
overcome this potential problem.

Whether or not CTL has future plans
to redesign or otherwise improve Acorn
branded models in order to keep up to
date is unconfirmed. However, whatever
CTLs plans are in this regard, a number of
other manufacturers are said to be poised
to produce their own hardware.

Their plans depend solidly on whether
or not the future of RISC OS is secured by
the Paul Middleton-led RISC OS Ltd and
RISC OS Foundation initiatives which aim
to assume responsibility for the
maintenance and development of RISC
OS from E14 as well as its sub-licensing.

Anti-virus upgrade

One of the attractions of RISC OS
compared with other operating systems
is that the problem with software virus
infestation isn’t that great. However,
there are RISC OS: viruses floating
around and it’s prudent to immunise
your computer against any such threat.
Pineapple Software produce the best-
know anti-virus solution for RISC OS,
called /Killer.

IKiller forms part of the software
which is distributed to, members of the
Pineapple Virus Protection Scheme as
part of the regular updating service. The
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Scheme has been running for nearly
seven years now and in that time the
number of known viruses has increased
from around 20 back in 1992 to over
200 today. Pineapple has announced a
new, faster version of /Killer.

The Pineapple scheme costs £28.20
inc.VAT for the first year's subscription
and thisis reduced for subsequent years.
Updates are distributed every four
months or 50.

For ‘more information, contact
Pineapple on tel: 0181 599 1476, or L-
mail sales@pineapple.demon: co.uk

8-bit
extravaganza

Atom, Beeb and Electron fans take note,
the 1999 UK 8-bit Convention “UK8"” will
take place at the Saddlers Club, Walsall,
Birmingham, on Sunday September 26th,
The one-day event opens at 9.30 and ends
at 5pm. Admission is by £2 ticket only.
The event is run by enthusiasts, not for
profit.

Anyone interested in exhibiting
should E-mail uk8@spheroid.demon.
co.uk or write, enclosing an A4 stamped
addressed envelope, to Brian Watson,
Harrowden, 39, High Street, Sutton, ELY,
Cambs, CB6 2RA, England.




BJC-7000 support

Two companies, ExpLAN and Spacetech,
have separately announced printer drivers
for Canon’s BJC-7000 and 7100 ink-jet
models. Both printers use Canon’s unique
ink fixative, quality optimized for ordinary
non-coated paper. When we tested ink-jet
printers last year, we recommended the
Epson Stylus Photo range, which is
supported by Spacetech, as being
decisively superior for photographic work,
however the Canon BJC-7000 did have the
edge when printing on non-coated paper.

The newer 7100 is twice as fast as the
7000 in certain print modes as it is bi-

directional. It also comes with a photo-real
printer cartridge as standard instead of the
ordinary 4-colour cartridge which is
standard in  the 7000. Spacetech
unequivocally develop products for the
photo-realism market, although their
printer driver does support the ordinary
four-colour cartridge.

Meanwhile, ExpLAN unequivocally
supports the printers’ four colour mode of
operation for high quality text and
graphics on plain paper and card, the latter
making use of the printers’ straight-
through paper path for thicker media. If

'Edinburgh RISC OS group

What better place is there than
Edinburgh to meet and discuss things
RISC OS? The newly formed Edinburgh
RISC OS users Association (ERA), meet
in O'Neills on South Bridge in
Edinburgh at 9pm on Tuesdays. Walking
time from Princes Street is about 7
minutes and apparently there is plenty
free parking available in Chambers

street, which is just around the corner
from O’Neills.
All attendees, whether or not they

reside in or near Edinburgh, are
welcome at the meetings and there is no
membership  charge. For  more
information, contact Michael Marshall
via' e-mail: micm@toth.org.uk, or you
can phone him at tel: 07010 700 599.

Acorn Comic Relief

Paul Johnson has been working hard to collect

Acorn-related items which, by the time vou read mark.

this, will have been auctioned to raise money for

pledged was looking well past the £2,500

[ven if it’s too late to take part in the

your priority is photo realism, ExpLAN
recommend Spacetech'’s solution,
However, ExpLAN say their driver has
unrivalled support for the 7000-series non-
photographic printing features, especially
where overall cost per print is an issue. As
the 7100 doesn’t come with a 4-colour
cartridge as standard, ExpLAN bundles one
with 7100 printers it sells, which adds to
the price.

ExpLAN’s price for the soon to be
discontinued BJC-7000, including
standard print cartridges and their 4-
colour RISC OS driver is £233.83 inc.VAT.
Their BJC-7100 bundle, including the
driver and a 4-colour cartridge on top of
the standard photo cartridge is priced
£327.83 inc.VAT. Spacetech sells its photo-
real drivers, including a colour calibration
application, separately for £69.95 inc.VAT
or with a 7000 for £245.00 inc.VAT or a
7100 for £299 inc.VAT.

ExpLAN can be contacted at tel: 01822
613868, or via e-mail: sales@explan.
demon.co.uk Spacetech are at tel: 01305
822753, E-mail: chris@spacetech.co.uk

this year’s Comic Relief appeal.

The latest news before we went to press was that
many well-known Acorn names, like Cumana, CJE
Micros, Clares and even E14 (once known as Acorn
Computers Limited) have generously donated to

auction, there might be some left-overs
or you may be interested in contributing
in some other way to the cause via Paul.
Check out the Web site at: http://www.
acornusers.org/comicrelief/, or contact Paul

the auction catalogue and the projected amount

at paul@physchem. freeserve.co.uk.

Foundation and empire

Members of the now-defunct Acorn Clan
are being offered an alternative focal
point: the RISC OS Foundation. This is
the first project to be undertaken by the
recently formed RISC OS Ltd company set
up by Paul Middleton of Uniqueway
fame, and with the backing of paid-up
members of what started out as the
Phoenix Steering Group.

As we went to press at the end of
February, the steering group was still in
the middle of negotiations with
Acorn/E14 to secure a contract which
would give RISC OS Ltd the rights to
develop and sub-licence RISC OS.

It now looks like the negotiations will
over-shoot the February 27th deadline set
by E14 and RISC OS Ltd, but Paul
Middleton remained cautiously
optimistic. While we wait for the

negotiations to progress, attention can be
focussed on the RISC OS Foundation. This
was formally launched at the Acorn
Southwest show in February.

Unlike the Clan, which was a life-time
membership for a one-off payment, the
RISC OS Foundation requires an annual
renewable membership fee. The press
release says it all: “The Foundation will be
the new focus for users who want to keep
up with the latest news about the RISC OS
market and see the continued
development of RISC OS through into a
full 32 bit version for the new
millennium.”

Membership will cost £25 + VAT for
existing Clan members or £30 + VAT for
other new members. The membership
buys a quarterly newsletter as well as a
CD-ROM  of the latest RISC OS

software, shareware, commercial demos,
etc. twice a year.

For non-professional coders there will
be a chance for Foundation members to
subscribe to an e-mail based developer
support scheme later in the year. The first
100 subscribers will receive, free of
charge, an Al sized poster showing
contact details of all the companies
involved in the RISC OS Community
worldwide.

Membership applications or queries
can either be e-mailed to: foundation@
riscos.com (initial membership fees can
be paid by credit card) or posted to: The
RISCOS Foundation, 3 Clarendon Road,
Cardiff, CF3 7]D.

The actual office to deal with the
Foundation had not yet been set up at
press time, but telephone lines were
promised by mid-March.
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'TopModel news

Spacetech has announced that version
2.14 of the /TopModel 3D graphics package
is now available. TopModel CD Collection
release 2 has also been announced, is now
in stock, and upgrades for existing users
are also available.

New features in !TopModel 2.14 include:
Global join in a single pass (Useful to
collapse models or to ensure that polygons
are not larger than a certain size; Resources
manager: it is now easy to edit, load and
save views, colours materials and paths;
Bevelling tools to produce stunning linear
extrusions with a user drawn bevel at the
corner, and plenty of new shortcuts and
minor utilities and tools. The new
TopModel CD Collection includes

hundreds of models and textures,
the [TopViewer application in case you
don’t have TopModel to view and rotate
your models, plus there is Top3DFonts
plug-in.

ITopModel 2.14 is priced £152.75
inc.VAT. Upgrades for existing users are
priced £29.95 inc.VAT or you can get it
free with by purchasing TopModel CD
Collection 2. The latter is priced £58.63
inc. VAT,

For the latest /TopModel information, see
http://pages.inrete.it/sincronia/ topmodel/
cd2.html or follow the !TopModel links
from the Spacetech pages (http://www.
spacetech.co.uk). Spacetech, tel: 01305
822753, e-mail: chris@spacetech.co.uk.

Click snd drag the main bar in the new position.

| : PinFilierTempnews

Remove edge
Reset

Cheaper than free?

Dixons FreeServe and now BT's ClickFree
service, among others, are heralding ‘free’
Internet services in the UK. All you pay is
the local call-rate for dialling in to the
Internet service provider (ISP), which is
about 4p a minute at peak times and as
low as 1p a minute at weekends at normal
BT rates.

It can't get any cheaper than that - or
can it? Indeed it can, but you have to be a
fairly heavy user to make it pay. ClaraNet
(http://www.clara.net) has just launched a

service called ClaraCall. Although there is
a monthly subscription, for this you get
up to 40 percent off the cost of dialling in
to the ClaraNet ISP. 40 percent off as little
as a penny a minute is not much, but if
you use the Internet a lot during the day,
you effectively get a discount of 1.6p a
minute on the call cost.

At this rate you need to be connected for
around ten hours a month in order to start
saving over ordinary ‘free’ services. Check
the ClaraNet Web site for more details.

LongFiles 2.10

1‘
a‘

ILongFiles 2.10 has been released, by its author, Jason Tribbeck. This release is mainly |
a CDFS bug-fix and Jason reports that a RISC OS 4-compatible upgrade is next on the |
agenda, adding the ability to make /LongFiles attach to discs, rather than filing
systems. For the latest news, check out http://www.tribbeck.com/longfiles/
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1Q-Lock 1.1

10-Lock, a utility that enables you to
encrypt all your sensitive data with a
claimed ‘military’ level of security, is
now available in release 1.10 form. Q-
Lock uses the same strong encryption
method as used in PGP (Pretty Good
Privacy), a public domain encryption
system. However, you don’t need a
commercial version of PGP to run Q-
Lock.

There numerous improvements in
I0-Lock 1.1, including separate and
unique directory encryption - so
different users of the same computer
can make their own directories private,
For more on the new features, check
out the home page of /()-Lock’s author,
Dr.Nat  Queen, of Birmingham
Jniversity's School of Mathematics
and Statistics. His site is at:
http.//web.bham.ac.uk/N.M.Queen/

Nat has also added an e-mail
encryption solution called !Mail-Lock. |
He's tested it with ANT's 'Marcel L-mail |
package, but says it should work with |
others too.

Chart those stars

All the way from New Zealand, Rick
Hudson has announced that he’s decided
to release a star charting program he’s
written. According to Rick, the
program, /ROCchart, differs from many
astronomy programs in that it is not a
type of electronic “planetarium” but
designed purely for the generation of star
charts. Therefore, it knows nothing of
solar system objects or observer-specific
details.

He adds, what it can do is generate fast,
high detail, charts from the Tycho and
Guide Star catalogues. To do this it
requires the data resources of a
commercial product called “Guide” from
Project Pluto (http://www.projectpluto.
com). ROCchart provides a RISC OS
interface to some of the extensive
resources available on Guide.

However, according to Rick, !ROCchart
also works quite well without the extra
resources from the Guide CD, providing
from its own internal resources — bright
stars down to 7th magnitude (about
15000), common star names and Bayer
references, complete NGC/IC/Messier
catalogue including common names,
constellation boundaries and figures, and

object ID, location of pointer plus
equatorial grid.
Rick’s home page is at:

http://home.clear.net.nz/pages/rickh and
he can be e-mailed via rickh@actrix.
gen.nz.

’



icon Technology

Version 5 of EasiWriter and TechWriter now available

EasiWriter professional
* Powerful, fully featured, multi-column word processor.
e Reads and writes MS Word 6, 7 & 8 (Office 97/98).

* Reads and writes HTML.

e Reads RTF (Rich Text Format).

¢ Creates Hypertext documents.

e Built in Table Editor.

e Automatic bulleted and numbered lists.

e Mail merge.

* Automatic numbering of Lists, Sections etc.

* Pamphlet printing.

 Drag & Drop and Cut, Copy & Paste.

=) _ TechWriter professional
::w I “Its great! At the risk of writing advertising copy for Icon
e Technology, no piece of software on any platform has
= made me grin with delight as I discover new features as
| much as TechWriter has.” Archive
e @ All the features of EasiWriter professional plus a
& e powerful easy to use equation editor.
= N .!,' @® Writes TeX.
S @ Saves equations as GIF’s (using InterGif) when writ-
- = ing HTML.
i @ Used by the Mathematical Association to produce the
Mathematical Gazette.
!
Offer prices
Product Normal price Offer price Including VAT and P&P
EasiWriter professional £129.00 £96.00 £116.32
TechWriter professional £199.00 £149.00 £178.59

Great deals for students - check our Web site, email or ring for details.
Upgrades from earlier versions to version 5 from £15.00 to £50.00 depending on your current version.
Check Web site, email or ring for details.

New in version 5

Now reads Impression
Text files saved with styles from Impression are imported complete
with all formatting.
Style Editor
Rename. delete and search for styles. Change keyboard shortcut. ] —
Improved HTML U[?_glade your S[-a[t-Wl-I[e or
: : : TalkWrite to EasiWriter professional
Splits large documents into smaller documents when saving as For- et SEOD0 RETSIve.
HTML with automatic forward/backward links and contents page.

Icon Technology Limited

Church House ¢ Carlby « Stamford e Lincs ¢ PE9 4NB
Phone and Fax 01778 590563

http://www.icontechnology.net
email: sales@IconTechnology.net
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Phoenix on the Web

We've not previously given this
Web site an airing on the news
pages, but if you haven't already
visited http://www.acornusers.
org/phoenix/ - it's worth a look.
There is a lot of archived material
concerning the demise of Phoenix
and subsequent regrouping,
though it is presented frozen in
time, so it sometimes appears very
out of date. An interesting
browse, nonetheless.

Looking for a job?
Technical and trainee technical
staff are being sought by Greater
Manchester-based Curriculum
Training Associates (CTA), one of
the larger Acorn dealers in the
country. From what we
understand, CTA has some
ambitious plans which are not
distantly related to the climate
being created by the creation of
RISC OS Ltd (see other story) and
all that entails.

We'll hopefully have more
concrete news about CTA's plans
next month. If you're interested in
CTA's employment opportunities,
contact Roy Heslop on tel: 01942
797 777.

!UnixTalk upgraded

A much updated version of
!UnixTalk a RISC OS
implementation of the BSD
"ntalk” protocol should be ready
about now, according to its
author, Marco Baye. The main
improvement has been an entire-
re-coding of the program from BBC
Basic into ARM assembler.
Numerous other improvements
have been explored in the process.
For the latest news on the
development of /UnixTalk, check
http://home.pages.de/~mac_bacon
Intalk/

'ProCAD+
coming soon

IProCAD+, the successor to the
IProCAD package which has
established a niche of its own in
the RISC OS software market, is
due for imminent release by its
author, David Snell,

A demo is already available
from his web site at
http://www.zynet.co.uk/dsnell

Contacting me
You can contact the news page
by writing to me lan Burley
at the usual Acorn User
address or by e-mail:
news@acornuser.com

Acorn User April 1999

http://www.acornuser.com/

We're staying loyal, says lota

Dick Wallin, lota Software’s
managing director, was moved
to make a statement recently in
order to reassure customers that
the company wasn't about to
abandon the Acorn market.
lota produces !DataPower, one
of the most accomplished RISC
OS applications and arguably
the best database program for
the platform.

Iota is producing versions of
DataPower for  Microsoft
Windows and the Apple Mac,
which sparked fears in some

quarters that the company was
giving up on RISC OS. Wallin
stated: “lota Software wish to
make it clear that DataPower
continues to be developed and
fully supported on the Acorn
platform and will be for the
foreseeable future. We are
certainly not going to drop
support for our most successful
product!”

Wallin admitted that future
development of all versions of
IDataPower will be carried out
using PC software development

tools which are, unfortunately,
superior to those currently
available to RISC OS developers.

However, the core code for
all versions of !DataPower
originally came from the RISC
OS version and Wallin says that
superior PC-based development
tools will result in
improvements to the RISC OS

version of IDataPower
previously impossible with
RISC OS tools. Therefore,

argues Wallin, Acorn users get
the best of both worlds.

i-cubed quit network market

i-cubed, which has manufactured Ethernet
networking cards for the Acorn market for many
years, has decided to get out of making
Ethernet cards altogether. The company says it is
keen to withdraw from the market as smoothly as
possible so as to minimize disruption to its
customers.

To that end, the company has set Friday 26th
March this year as the final date for accepting
orders for cards, upgrades and out of warranty
repairs. All outstanding orders are expected to have
been despatched by April 1st. No jobs will be lost
as a result, but it effectively ends the Acorn
association with i-cubed, which the company says
is a sad mark in their history.

Aleph One PC cards back

Aleph One has announced that Acorn
ACAS7 PC second processor cards are now
available once more. The cards are fitted
with IBM/Cyrix 5x86 processors clocked at
100MHz, complemented with 128K of
secondary cache. Prices are (inc. UK P&P
and VAT for one user only): with no
software — £295; with PCPro3 Software for
new users — £345; with PCPro3 upgrade if
you return the PCPro2 disc — £310.

For further information, including other
special offers, contact Aleph One at tel:
01223 811 679, or e-mail:
laurie@alephl.co.uk, or check their Web
site at http://www.alephl.co.uk/.

Shouting about COROMFS

Warm Silence Software (WSS) is introducing a
new product, CDROMES, at the Wakefield
show in May. CDROMES is a rewritten CDFS
that claims to offer several significant
advantages over CDFS. CDROMFS supports all
the ISO9660 discs that CDFS does, including
Acorn extensions, multi-session and mixed
audio/data formats.

It also supports Joliet and Rockridge
formats, and is designed to cope better with

‘strange’ characters in filenames and disc
titles. WSS say tests have shown that
navigating a CD wusing CDROMEFS is
significantly faster than with CDFS. The
popular UDE packet writing format could be
added later in the year if there is enough
demand. :

For more information, contact Robin
Watts at WSS, tel: 0585 487642, e-mail: robin.
watts@wss.co.uk, Web: http://www.wss. co.uk

Driving Test Theory

gets networked

Exactly a year ago we said in these very pages: “What a
good idea - a driving test theory testing program.
Learner drivers take note: Room ] Software have just
released Question Master — The Driving Test Theory, a
program to help you prepare for the exam on the big day
when you hope to say goodbye to that pesky ‘L’ plate.”
Now an improved program is available for use on
school networks. The single-user price remains £15, but
there is now a site licence for up to 25 users priced £50
For more
information, contact Room ] Software, Appletree
Cottage, Lower Polladras, Breage, Helston, Cornwall,
TR13 9NX, tel: 01736 762541, e-mail: roomj@aol.com

and an unlimited site licence for £75.




[(\C_UMANA The names you can t_rust for all @MM@M Q

| your computer requirements. MEUEIN
I Tha bast name 11 meme,
: : ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT @ @

Special Promotional Computer Bundles.

'Peak Performer' A7000+ computer with 8Mb RAM, 2Gb HD,

32 speed CD ROM, 14" monitor, 12 month on-slte warranty and option of
'Foundation' or 'Extreme' software pack

£880.08 inc vat

'Web Wizard' strongArm RiscPC computer with 34Mb RAM, 1.7Gb Hard Disc, 24 speed CD ROM, 56K

modem, Internet & Web browsing software, upgraded with 15"monltor.
[Please note : you will need a phone polnt & Internet Service Provider for Internet use of thie system

£1350.08 Iinc vat

15" 't‘r‘a mon]tor upgr‘d.l‘liilll|lllll'llllllll!llllll!!lllllIlillllll'lllllllllllllll!lllextra to 14" .y.tem £82l25 Inc Vat
17" monitor upgrade, supplied with 200w SPEAKEIS wwvwwmsssimmsrmsissns extra to 14" system £170.38 inc vat

We have been specialistists in the Acorn Educational market for 15 years -
Call us now for all your educational needs & integration of networks.

Whatever your needs or budget we can help with Leasing / HP / Educational accounts / Cheques or Credit & Debit cards.

ca.umolmnmun ¢ The Acorn NC (Network Computer)
ITRIX 'Sprinter’ - NC (Network Computer), client station

with 16Mb RAM, QWERTY Keyboard, Mouse & 14"monitor
(sultable for Acorn RiscOS, Windows, Internet & Web browsing applications)

£445.33 Inc vat

[Please note : NCs require connection and eonfiguration to host server, locally or remotely]

For competlitive Acorn education prices please call us as we generally match and In
most cases beat the prices and specifications you have been given by other outlets.

''ICDBlaze' CD-R Software
£69.99+VAT.....£82.23 inc vat

R S R A N S R et
g ST ]

2 Card ¢
interface, as fast as any on |

[Normally £78.89+VAT] b e e e ;_‘,:
Internal Yamaha 4416 CD-RW ie marke e 7
Drive with !CDBlaze — B e
£299.00 + vat....£351.33 inc vat SAVE £24!|
[For external version please add a further £62.25 IncVAT] P r" n te rs

23 + 1 FR I/
[Pack Includes 1 FREE CDRW disc worth £23 + EE CDR dlsc] (including // cable, Acorn & PC drivers)

Internal Panasonic 7502 CD-R Hewlett Packard (HP) 695¢ colour inkjet (acuses photored inksnd case ... 132.54
i i HP Deskjet 420L colour Inkjet e i
Drive with !CDBlaze Hewlett Packard (HP) 895XI .
Hewlett Packard (HP) 2000c .
£24gv00 e Vat. " -£292u58 SAVE £59!I Epson Stylus (!:':Qlour 440......
[For external veralon please add a further £82.25 IncVAT] Epson Stylus Colour 640...........
[Pack Includes 1 FREE CDR dlsc] Epson Stylus Colour 740 wummsmsssmmmmsemsssssassissssesseens

Call for other makes, models and quantities.

CD-R dlsca (box of 10) £17.87 Ine vat CORW dlsc £ 23,44 Ine vat

Bargain Stock.....-- INC VAT

Panasonic 4x PD internal drive.. vrs ..189.00
Quad Speed Oscar Parallel port drl\ma (2 oniy)
Cumana 16bit SCSI 1 cards.. dRrets
2-4Wb RAW upgrade for A3020 A4000 or A4 ........
IBM SCSI Internal 4.5Gb Hard drive - .
Fujitsu 4.5 10,000 spin Internal SCSI..
Samsung 32x IDE drives..

Trade & Educational AVTHOROED RELER

customers are welcome. g 0
Please call for separate prices on C|TR|X

both Acorn and Cumana equipment.

Call us now on Tel +44 (0)1279-730800/730900 Fax +44 (0)1279-730809. sales @cumana.co.uk.
Cumana Is a trading name of : Cannon Computing, Whitegate, Dunmow Road, Hatfleld Heath,
Blshop's Stortford, Hertfordshire, CM22 7ED. Partners: Nigel D. & Sara L. Cannon.  AU/Apr '98,

All Registered Trademarks aoknowladgad Without Prejudice, Al prices are UK £ sterling &, unless otherwlse stated, Include VAT, E&OE,
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graphics

Top collection

Spacetech make the Graphics page
headlines again with yet another release
for '99, This time round we're talking 3D
and that has to mean some updates all the
way from Sincronia In Italy, /TopModel 2
has undergone further revision to reach
version 2,14 and s now avallable as an
update for existing users,

Key improvements include a useful
update of the Resource Manager which
glves you full control to delete and save
views, colours, materlals and paths, A
very handy addition for the experienced
or regular user of the package, where
customisation and a tallor-made setup is
crucial,

Hand in hand with the Top3DFont
plug-in described below is an excellent
new bevelling tool which can be found in
the Deformation section, This effectively
glves you full control over a single plane
extruslon, The bevel shape editor
provides a graphical pane display of the
extruded shape, You can add or remove
edges with the click of a button, and
adjust their position with single clicks in
the pane display.

ITopModel 2 looks for the closest point
to the pointer to move, making editing a
dream, There's even a set of pre-defined
bevels to work from, My only complaint
Is the omission of the usual help text, but
to be honest it's so stralghtforward to use
that it doesn't really matter,

Alongside this /TopModel update, Is a
new support CD, Spacetech are really
launching themselves iInto the CD
market and it's great to have all these
resources available, By far the most
exciting part of the CD is the Inclusion of
the long awalted 3D font plug-in for
TopMadel,

Now it's really a shame that we've
had to wait so long for such a valuable
tool, but Sincronia have certalnly done a
great job with the Implementation,
Combining a massive 300Mb of CD based
ohject fonts with the excellent extrusion
controls I've described above is a definite

e P33 PR B 3.Utl) 0 e Tom » (OSSR T —
Colour & mawriol
”J!E] Teature | Varlous
T [
L2 TN 3
E;_% Bl R Reset
ok Tmum Dekete
_ﬂﬂjﬁ R L 'I')]'n: Nomal
XYl i Mp [T H.mu ?
Xoft[ o0 | /!
P Yoft[ 0 ] /2
Angle 0 X /\
mf L St |
v [l Mutﬁm
: B Trecking [ 100 |%  Sie| 28 Proet: ) [
Al DT BNk Addedge LA 43 degrees
A h T Renove edge || ¥1yIZ! A8 degrees sharp
gBbS | renuw [
Selest lo view ai the front of the seene (ZX plane) Adjust for ihe rvar, Bas-relicl
Bas-religl shap
Gothie
Gothic sharp
Cu
Cut sharp
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Line shamp

winner. My only complaint is in fine
tuning a design before you drop It into
your scene, With certain fonts, a hit of
manual kerning ls vital and as the plug-in
stands, you have to delete your trial word
and keep bullding new objects until you
have the required spaclng,

However, given that any glven word
will often need spacing adjustments on a
per-character basls, you usually have
to select and drag each character
once you've created them, It really
would have been handy for the
application to automatically group each
character when the Font plug-in creates
them. Perhaps this is still possible as an
upgrade?

The rest of the CD Is filled with an
Interesting variety of support material, For
those wishing to put /TopModel's Geminl
graphics engine to some use, there's a
range of technical documents and
example BASIC programs. For the
ordinary /TopModel user there's a collection

IPhantasm and £15 prize,

Picture of the month

This month's winner is a vectar work that's heen handcrafted by
Elaine Jones, As Elaine describes "I use /Veetor in preference to
lArtworks as 1 find the layers much mare flexible, The daffodil
plc uses masses of interpolation to madel the petals and create
the calour grading, The mould facility in /Artworks was used on
the partly opened flower and leaves to vary the form," Elaine is
looking forward to putting the complete release of the
forthcoming /Vantage through it's paces and is currently one of
the beta-test team, Keep those entries coming for the monthly

of textures and 3D models, The
textures contain some good material, but
with the entire directory clocking in at
only 10Mb, it's not enough to keep you
going forever. The 3D models fill another
100Mb of the CD, and consist mainly of a
large number of Star Wars characters and
ships,

There's also a few other random
objects, mostly of good quality, With the
TopMadel Catalogue on hand, browsing for
the file you want is a doddle (providing
you have a CD drive fast enough to keep
up). One thing to note however, If
running Jason Tribbeck's /LongFiles you
will be unable to use the Catalogue due to
a software clash, When testing
this CD I remaved /LongFiles from my
boot sequence and only ran it after I had
finished with the Catalogue,

The TopMadel CD collection 2 s a
good mix of material and with the
Top3DFaont plug-in you really can't afford
to miss out on this valuable disc, The

collectlon Is avallable for £58.63
(Including the 2,14 upgrade) from
Spacetech,

Contact: sales@spacetech.co,uk
01305 822753

Contacting me

~ You can contact the Graphles page: by
E writing to me, Paul Wheatley, at
_ Agorn Usar, Tau Press, Madia Houn. &
_ Adlington Park, Macclesflald, 8K10 4NP,
Or praferably, by e-mall to
. graphles@acornusercom

Aprll 1999 Acorn User

http://www.acarnuser.com/
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“Special Offer J

On the brink...
Millennium

Pending Global Crisis

T e
.
> T
™ e SRR L ., e 1 g s

“The Millennium Bug is one of the
most serious problems facing not
only British business, but the
global economy today. Its impact
cannot be underestimated.”

Prime Minister, Tony Blair

w-—iu-.—-mw

The "On the brink..." video is a non-technical explanation of the
potential impact of the Millennium Bug In the world's computers and
what you need to do about i,

Computers have been used to make modern soclety livable - it's
hard to see how the infrastructure of the world could be managed
without the hundreds of thousands of mainframe computers, tens of
millions of desktop machines and two billion embedded
microprocessors,

But on the 1st January 2000 some of those machines are going to
fall and the potential results could be worse than all out global war,

The “On the brink..." 80 minute video features world-leading
experts on Millennium Bug solutlons and provides you with an
understanding of what may be to come and how you and your family
can avold the worst, And it's a video you'll watch agaln and again, and
recommend to your friends and their families so you'll be prepared for

Please allow 28 days dellvery In UK what may come. : o
"'--""'---'"'"-‘-"'"T---""_---------""""'---ﬂ “""'ﬂ-«mw""“‘
YES| Please send me _____ coples of "On the Brink" video at £19.89 each I “Failure to deal with
== | i R R | [ onlem ooilARER
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII i to commeroial collapse,
o I I put it bluntly because
8 R s - { I want to get the
| wish to pay by: Fostige k Frehing I message across, It will
E SN 41 ok respect IACIORAL
0 ‘ , frontiers, Unless we act |
oag  CrestoaraNe: [T T [ [T [ TJ[TT[[TT1] ! now, there will be
o Explry Date: Name on CaIA: o : / international chaos.”
SIBIUIG: v : Lord Sainsbury,
[C] Please tick hera if you do not wish to receiva promotional Infarmatien from othar companies TR | Un dGI"ﬂBGPGt&I‘y fO I SOIGIIOB
8end your order to: Y2K Video offer, Tau Prass, Madla House, Adlington Park, Macolesfield 8K10 4NP, | ARG !

---""\-ﬂ' S ren v

Bassap ., o U EIRIESSIL L R

------—--------—---H----------n----d
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Spreading the word

FreeUK Is yet another free Internet service
provider offering 25Mb of Webspace,
unlimited e-mall addresses, comprehensive
newsgroup access and 24-hour technical
support costing 60p per minute with no
queueing. To joln you don't need Explorer 4,
JavaScript or a Secure Sockets Interface or
hours spent searching the Acorn
newsgroups and Web sites for informatlon.
Just an Acorn, a Web browser and a little
Ingenuity.

A quick WHOIS search reveals that
ClaraNET UK, a Britlsh company that
began in 1896 s behind this new
venture. FreeUK's manifesto, as they call it,
emphasises thelr core values of equality
and freedom of communication. They
clalm the only charges are the access and
technical support phone costs.

If they're relylng on the Income from the

0845 lo-call rate access number, they'd
better watch out. It's been reported that Oftel,
the UK Communlcations regulating body
are concerned that ISPs offering lo-call
access are clogglhg the system wlith
long-duration calls it was never meant to
support,

To open an account visit thelr home page at
http://www.freeuk.com and go to the Sign Up
{con, The next page does contain JavaScript, so
save It as HTML and load into an
editor, Quickly complete the URL line of your
browser to read "http://signup.freeuk.net/
index.cgi?ses=" followed by the long number
found about 28 lines from the end of the flle,
and press Return,

Enter all the required detalls and your
chosen username and password on following
screens, Save the displayed flle of the technlical
detalls your software needs to dlal In to

FreeUK, Your e-mall address s of the
form username@freeuk.com, with any
other addresses llke anything®
username.freeuk.com. Accounts will
Elﬁ]ﬁ b " ‘v&"(_ lapse after B0 days without dialling-in,
R e i e b Ul e e L To use the 26Mb free Web space, ftp
e ] to home.freeuk.net, The URL of your

Frioa e U Bgn-ug. E

%ﬂm

Wh’liﬂ"llllwhﬂmnﬂlnl sobad] 73341

"

s pages Is elther http://home.freeuk.net/
""".'m username or http://www.username,
bl O O freeuk.com. On the cover disc and on
S R g the Web site you can find partly pre-
s s

AL conflgured FreeUK provider detalls for
Sl e ISocketeer and the ANT Sufte, You'll

need to add your own username and
password to these after you've opened
an account,

¥ 1 Bt
T A

FreeUK.COM
httpitwwwifreeuk.com
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Next mobile generation

British Telecom s finally to be allowed by the DTI to bid for a stake in the third-generation
moblle phone system known as Unlversal Moblle Telecommunication System (UMTS). This is a
worldwlide concept that combines the ldeas of the wired phone system, (or ‘wireline’ to use the
inevitable new buzzword) with mobile wireless technology to provide complete communications
services that are truly personal and portable,

Instead of a handset, the 'moblle’ becomes an MMU, a Moblle Multimedla Unit with a buflt-
In camera, colour screen, e-mall and Internet access which will combine moblle phone and
notebook technology. A moving mobile radlo bandwldth of 144Kbps Is planned, rising to 2Mbps
with statlonary wireless access to networks, and even higher speeds will be possible by plugging
into convenlently located network sockets In planes, tralns, buses, homes, shops and offices.

The idea s that any network will be accessible from any terminal, and that all the third-
generation systems are globally compatible and provide uniform communications. You will be
able to phone home, watch sports highlights, view sales catalogues, check your e-mall, sutf the
Net, catch the latest film trailers and buy cinema tickets wherever you are, Sounds like a lot of
fun?

As you might expect, there are currently disputes between US and European manufacturers
over standards and specifications of third-generation systems, and there s preclous little time to
sort it out, Japan Is reported to be launching its UMTS network In 2000, and in the UK UMTS Is
expected to start alongside GSM {n 2002, with the rest of Europe using it by about 2005,

I'll be changing my name to Dan Dare, and if you see me talking earnestly into my wristwatch,
I'll probably just be rehearsing for UMTS - the Next Generatlon, Or I may have suffered
Information overload and gone into a loop.

BT Innovation Showcase
http://innovate.bt.com/showcease/umts/
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Virgin on a solution

James Cronin has the answer for ANT®
Internet Sulte users who have been
experlencing trouble accessing the
virgin.net e-mall server.

James says that the ANT software
“uses command buffering which
doesn’t work In our distributed and
load-balanced mall architecture.” A
simple flx now fully described In the
ANT Webslte Internet Sulte support
FAQ section 4 provides the solutlon,
The sufflx “/uch” Is added to the mall
server name In the Conflguration
sectlon of the Sulte, Other common
problems are covered In these
documents which are well worth
reading.

ANT Internet Sulte FAQs
https/wwwi.ant.co,uk/support/FAQ.html

More mobile messages

Another Acorn 32-bit program for
sanding SMS (Short Message Service)
messages comes from Alex Macfarlane
Smith, ISMSTrans Is a multl-provider
system that can send typed:in
messages of up to 160 characters to
moblle phone subscribars on Cellnet,
Vodaphone, One20ne, Orange,
BTPagers and other networks.
ISMSTrans features a phrase directory
for often-used messages, name-to-
number converslon from an editable
address book, and a personallsed
signature, Messages can elther be sent
Immediately or queued and llsted for
sending In batches,

To Joln the SMSTrans malling llst
send an e-mall to subsctlbe®
macfarlanesmith.freeserve.co.uk

15MS5Trans
httpi/iwww.macfarlanesmith,
freeserve.co,uk/sms.html

CUT call costs

The Campalgn for Unmetered
Talecommunlcations (CUT) promotes the
Introduction of unmetered local volce
and data calls for all UK
telacommunications subscribers, and for
a co-ordinated campalgn across the EU,
They emphasise the difference
batween so-called free local calls
where the costs are hidden In line
rentals or calling plans, and un-
metered local calls which although not
expected to be free, should not be
hound by time nor data volume, Tim
Berners-Lee, In a support statement on
the CUT Web site, expresses the Idea
that the Internet becomes
"Immeasurably more frlendly” when
connection Is permanent and costs are
flat-rate.
Campalgn for Unmetered
Telecommunicatlons
httpiwww.unmetered.org.uk/

Contacting me
: Kup sehding me interesting
- URLS for the next yoUR List by
_emall to david @arcade,
domo_n.ao.u_lc, or mall #2 on
Arcace BES 0181 654 2212,

Aptll 1999 Acorn User
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NIEWS/.
BJC7000 PhotoReal Driver now ready

New Camera Prices
TopModel 3DFonts Plug-in now in stock

: PHOTODESK 3 LAYEASE is the package which defines studio

quality image editing and artwork on RISC OS machines, It is easy to use but has
many powerful features, including LAYERS and a sophisticated colour management
\ system (CMS) for the full-time graphics professional, £299.50 PHOTODESK2 is
still available, retaining the CMS but not layers, now only £1989.00)
PHOTODESK LIGHT, an economic alternative to PHOTODESKS retains most of
its creative features apart from the Colour Management System, Layers and some
eatures essentinl to the professional user. £134.75 Plug-in Effects Packs are
available for all Photodesk packages, Each pack contains 10 special effects: £19.95

i b ' (\“i
Purchasets of Photodesk 3 or Photodesk Light will receive a
| complimentary CD-ROM of useful resources, utilities and ‘ '
Tutotials. This CD is available to existing users for £24.95.
| A NEW CD-ROM "An Introduction to Digital Art"

| featuring bitmap and vector graphics tutorials by the well-
known artist, David Cowell, is also available for £24.95

A New Version of TopModel2 V.2.14 Is now avallable for £152.75.
Existing users may upgrade for £29.95. or buy the NEW CD-ROM
packed with resources, the new plug in Top3DFonts! and a free 2. 14
upgrade for only £58.63.

TopModel 2 is the definitive 3D modelling package for artists and desxgners

' A presentation package on CD -ROM from Spacetech

Makes your slide shows quick and easy to create!

* Start building your presentation 5 minutes before the lesson? - No Problem
» Use your existing work in a presentation? - No Problem, just drag 'n drop it in!

Only £29.95

PhotoLink is an Acorn multi-driver for the most popular makes of digital camera,

Cameras currently supported include the new Olympus range including the fantastic
C900 ZOOM, the new replacement for the 840L, theC830L. and the C1400XL SLR

Zoom Supetb hard copy can be obtained via Epson ot Canon PhotoReal. PhotoLink is
available on its own at £69.00 or bundled FREE with a cameta,

New Prices! c1400xL £849.99 (was £999.99) C830L PHONE! (was £549)
C900Z00M Zoom megapixel compact with Optical AND Digital zoom £649.99

PhotoReal is the Acorn driver extension for the Canon BJC4300, BJC4650,
BJC7000, Epson Photo, Photo700 and PhotoEX printers with photo-realistic
capability, PhotoReal makes use of the same advanced techniques for producing high-quality
four colour separations as Photodesk and comes teady calibrated for the special dye-based
inks used for photo-realistic printing, A calibration application is also supplied to allow you
to tailor the results to your own specification Driver only £69.00 Inc.VAT. or FREE if
purchased with printer! examples: Stylus Photo700 £249.50. Canon BJC4300
£149.95 BJC4650 A3 £299.99. BJC7000 £245, BJC7100 £299.00, Epson
PhotoEX A3 £454.73 (all prices include PhotoReal Driver)

All Prices Include VAT

Spacetech Litd

ourtyard, Southwell Business Park, Portland, Dorset, DTS 2NQ, U.K.
Telephone: +44 (0)1305 822753 Fax: +44 (0)1305 860483
mail: sales @spacetech.couk  Web : http://www.spacetech.co.uk



Noises

Providing graphical effects to music has always
been a particularly popular use for computers,
Ever since running a flickering diamonds effect
on a trusty BBC many years ago It's always
been an Interesting fleld for me to check out,
and judging from the success of music graphics
programs on previous Acorn User cover disks, a
lot of readers like to do the same.

Under RISC OS there have been countless
musle related effects, and several which have
borrowed from the Unix based Cthuga., Until
now, there's been nothing close to a complete
port, but Andre Timmermans has just released
one for the Acorn in the form of /Noises.

Cthuga comblines an array of simple effects
and multl-coloured palettes to produce a
seemingly endless graphical accompaniment,
From this base, Andre has transformed the
program by adding new effects, mode
Independence, and support for a very wide
range of music formats, Other than a few
rather annoylng pauses after loading some
music types it all runs pretty smoothly.

public domain

Individually the effects aren't Incredibly
speclal but as a rapldly changing whole they
work well, Andre recommends a StrongARM to
get the most out the of the software, but an
ARMG10 will do If you're prepared to run in lo-
res and drop the music quality down little. The
original release comes complete with a
selection of decent music modes taken
from the Net, but It does make this into a
rather large download. Noises can be found
on the web at http://www.geocities,com/
siliconvalley/horlzon/4471

Art for art's sake

RiscPCB

The PD world is full of such a varlety of quality
software, and whether It's Freeware or
Shareware It's always Incredibly good value for
the user. The regularity with which I come
across fantastlc Freeware programs which
could easily stand up as Shareware or
commerclal releases however, never ceases to
amaze me. You really have to appreclate the
generosity of PD authors who release such
excellent programs for no return, and /RiscPCB
certainly fits this category.

This is T. Swanborough's first attempt at
programming the WIMP and this just goes to
show the important requirements for the
production of pgood software - the all
important experlence of the target area of the
progtam not just good progrtamming skills. In

. this case /RiscPCB Is a printed clreult board

edltor, it facllitates the PCB production process
from design through to export as an industry
standard Gerber file ready for manufacture, As
with many good RISC OS programs, /RiscPCB
was written following bad experiences with
complex PC based packages, and It's the
excellent user Interface of /RiscPCB that really
stands out, The application is modelled on
[Draw and operates with a single editing
window and floating toolbox In this familiar
mannet,

The horizontal toolbox provides buttons
for the three maln Input modes: Pad, Track
and Text. Selecting an input mode adds a
vertical toolbox to the window providing a
simple scale of icons representing the slze of
the input object. Very stralghtforward to use
and easy to get into stralght away. Edit mode

T e L e e e L e L e L L e L e L L]

CBase

PD page regular Rick Hudson has
teleased a new PD database
application almed very much, llke
this month's PCB story, at those
computer users also Interested In
slightly lower level electronics, As
Rick descrlbes "It alms to provide
an Interface for databases of
electronic components, It has a
sorted Index with Incremental
search and Includes package
dlagrams with pinout
Information. Hyperlinks to other
components are also supported.
Parametric searching Is not yet
Implemented but obviously
planned, At present It has a
reasonable transistor database
(about 4500 BJTs and FETs) and
rather skimpy diode and voltage
regulator databases, The
databases are easlly maintalnable
with a text editor.” Check
out Rick's web pages at
httpi//home.clear.
net.nz/pages/rickh/software/

VoiceCon

Jason Tribbeck has released a beta
version of some rather Interesting
speech recognition software that
works with VTI's Parallel Port
Sampler or SEMERC's ReSound
sampler. As Jason describes
“Basically, using several
algorithms, a word |s stored Into
512 bytes, The word Is checked
agalnst a dictlonary of other
words, and a score |s assoclated
with It (using a fuzay algorithm),
The word with the best score Is
pleked, providing the score Is
better than a certain mark."
Check out the program and
assoclated documentation on
Jason's web site at
http://www.trlbbeck.com

OSLib

Verslon 5.31 of the popular and
Immensely useful OSLIb sees this
valuable resource released with
open source under the GNU
General Publlc Licence, Orlginal
author Jonathan Coxhead as well
as addltional coders Richard
Sargeant, Tom Hughes and Tony
van Hoff are coordinating future
development, O5LIb provides a
handy veneer for simple and
clearly understood SWI use from
C and Assembler. Check
httpi//www.mk-net.demon.co.uk/

Keep it Real

Acorn users finally have RealAudio
support thanks to Kira Brown,
Rachel Greenham, Jullan Brown
and Justin Fletcher. /RealAudlo
v1.01 Is avallable on the web at
httpi//www.neutrallno,
demon.co.uk/software.html

April 1999 Acorn User
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Coders Revenge
6 Evolution

DF| coder Paul Thompson's re-
launch of the Coders Revenge
disk magazine - for the Evolution
demo competition - Is very much
in need of further support to
keep the magazine golng and the
scene moving forward, This
spaclal lssue provides a whole
range of technical tips and scene
news but we really can't rely on
the same sceners to produce all
the materlal, The whole Evolution
competition has really lald down
the gauntlet for new teams to
come In, | really hope the
challenge Is taken up, Evolution
can be found at http://www.des,
ed.ac.uk/~pat/dfl.html

Delirium

Verslon 2.23 of the graphical
screan saver |s avallable on the
offlclal web site and features a
range of updates Including
password protection, New saver
effects have not been as regularly
forthcoming as the group had
orlginally planned, but several are
stlll on the way and should be
avallable soon, Point your
browser to http://www.varlous-
artlsts.demon.co.uk/dellrlum/

Acorn Arcade

One year on from conceptlon and
Acorn Arcade remalns a plllar of
the games scene, providing all the
latest news and more Importantly
champloning all the great

effort going Into RISC O§ PD
games, Keep up the good work
guys. Browsa to http://www,
acornarcade.com/

Clearly

IClear has sean many mentions on
the PD page as an Invaluable
WIMP patch that allows Windoze
style writable Icon selectlon and
deletlon, but recent compatibility
problems have led to a re-wrlte
and new release from author
Martyn Fox, Preclsion movement
of the mouse pointer vla the
cursor keys (as In I1Draw) Is also
supported as a new feature of
this essentlal module, Download
It from http://www.argonet,
co.uk/users/mfox/software/

Contacting me

; You can contact the PD page

by witing to me,

Paul Wheatley, at Acorn User,
Tau Pross, Medla House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfleld,
8K10 ANP. Or preferably, by a-
mall (but no large flles) to

pdplglelnarnum.com

Acorn User Aprll 1999
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application of this kind,
The remaining toolbox

lcons provide a swift access
toggle for the grid display,
and more importantly
an excellent configurable
zoom system,

Two zoom buttons can
be independently flxed to
your required level of
detail, Once set, a simple
click on the fcon bar takes
you between a tallored
close up view or a zoomed
out page. Very simple, but
indlcative of the common
sense that's gone Into the
Interface, and a feature that

would certainly be of much
use in applications ke

A completed PCB board

Is slightly disappointing, allowlng only the
drag and drop of existing objects, Tracks
entered as several jolned llnes become
separate objects in Edit mode rather than a
proper path object. Although you can
manually group them together to make
further changes to the design much easer,
Hopefully this will be Improved a little in
later versions, but I think full path editing 1s a
lttle much to ask for from a Freeware

[Photodesk. PCB  design
Is & tricky business and
IRiscPCB lets you get down to the work without
unduly constraining or complicating matters,
With your deslgn complete, your save and
export optlons are also well catered for, As well
as natlve PCB save format and Drawfile export,
the cruclal feature s the Industry standard
Gerber and assoclated application list support.
IRIscPCB 1s a fantastic application that
goes highly recommended to electronics
enthusiasts, Check out the app on Arcade BBS,

Wimp 2

Many sald it couldn't be done, but
programmer Nlall Douglas has proved the
dissenters wrong with a plece of code that
patches WIMP programs to make them multl-
task pre-emptively, Most people on the scene,
including Acorn themselves, belleved that
patching RISC OS In this way was unreallstlc
and would require enormous amounts of
work, perhaps even a complete re-write,

Nlall's Bk patch module seems to have
proved them all wrong, Running the module
and starting tasks followed by the Wimp2
controller provides almost complete control
over where your desktop processing power ls
golng, Managlng several different graphlcal
effects In different windows as a qulck test
allowed me to let one run at nearly full speed,
while another tlcked over just short of 1dling,
All controlled by Wimp2,

It's not all as easy as It sounds however. The
module requires each applicatlon you use In
the desktop that runs under WimpZ to use a
modified selectlon of key SW1's like Wimp_Poll
and Wimp_Initlallse, These appllcations can
elther be modified by the authors to make the
new WimpZ2 calls, or you can run Andrew
Tlerney's patch program to automatlcally
maodify the SWI calls made by your old apps.
The only problem belng that not all
applications work with the patch, /Draw and
IChangeFSI belng common examples,

But after all the hype and technical
arguments, what does It mean for the ordinary

user? Not really an awful lot unfortunately.
Despite many people professing the benefits of
pre-emptive multl-tasking on other machines
and moaning at Acorn for not implementing
it in new versions of RISC OS, there ate few
examples of where It actually comes in useful
on an exlsting setup.

Whether WimpZ opens the door to a new
range of applications that we've so far been
denled remalns to be seen. More Interesting 1s
Nlall's suggestlon of the ease of adding memory
protectlon to appllications and with further
development of Wimp2, complete multl-
threading support. Perhaps these will see the light
of day in the future development of RISC OS....

Wimp2 can be located on the web at
http://www.nedprod.com/programs/RISC-
OS5/Wimp2/ Andrew's patch program ls at
http://homepages.thug.co.nz/~crackman/wpa
tchihtm and a software compatibility 1ist
malntalned by Henry Morgan can be found at
httpi//www.doc.le.ac,uk/~ham88/wimp2/

Recommended
~ PD Libraries
® APDL, 30 Iinlghton Plrk Hd, lvdanhnm, ;
© London 8E26 B8R :
O ARM OIuh PD lemy. l'mpw Nnos‘ra.
. London N12 0B
l Flve Star erlmlng, 4 8he mm Wl!lt,
Bushey, HarHordlhmm e



BUSIN ESS AND UTILI"I‘IES

i Ant Internet Suite Il 110.51

ArcFax 35.00
ArcFS2 29.37
ARCshare 49.95
Artworks 104.69

4 CDBumn 58.75

Complete Animator 94.05
DataPower 1 110.00
DataPower 2 166.32
DaVinci 90 81.08
Digital Symphony 56.95
Disc Doctor 28.45
Disc Rescue 45.00
Draw Works Designer 31.50
Easy C++ 116.32
EasyFont Pro 59.95
Eureka 3 110.51
FastSpool+ 17.62
Fireworkz Pro 166.31
Font Directory Pro 65.00
FontFX6 29.95
Game On! 2 15.00
Holy Bible (lllus.) BP(KJV) 82.25
HTML Edit 4 53.00
ImageFS 2 44,59
IMaster & TWAIN Driver  35.00
Impact Pro 139.53
Impression Publisher 136.41
Impression Style 83.54
LanMan98 41.12
MellDI 129.00
MIDI Synthesizer 46.94
Midi Works 151.95
MovieFS 29.95
OHP (Presentation) 29.95
Ovation Pro 158.62
P'rllel port Zip driver (Argo) 34.08
PC Pro2 (+PC Exchange) 46.55
PC Sound Professional 2  40.00
Personal Accounts V4 49.00
Photo Link 65.55
Photo Real (Canon/Epson) 65.86
Photodesk 3 299.50
Photodesk plug-ins (call) 18.95
ProArtisan 24 (RPC Only) 89.95
Prophet 3 179.77
Rhapsody 4 94.95
Schema 2 121.50
Sibelius 6 116.00
Sibelius 7 699.00
Sibelius 7 Student 345.00

Sleuth 3 116.32 [

SparkFS 25.00
i StrongGuard 25.00
Studio Sound 113.95
Tablemate Designer 60.00
TopModel 2 145.11
Turbodrivers (Can/HP/Eps)54.69
WebSpider 40.00
WebTool for ANT Suite 2  29.38
WIMP Basic 44.99
Wing5FS -. 4112
XStitch 2 : 35.00

‘EDUCATION
Animated Alphabet, Talk®  33.43
Arc Venture (various) 39.01
Aztecs, Age 7-11 50.17
Best Four Maths 46.41
" Calabash Pirates 25.98
§ Crystal Rain Forest 50.17
DataSweet 3 69.33
DazZie + 83.71
Dinosaurs 13.49
Doodle 32.37
English (10/10) 13.49
Essential Maths (10/10)  13.49
Essential Science 13.49
Expl with Flossy the Frog 28.79
First Logo 29.02
First Words with Smudge 25.98

Freddy Teddy's Adventure 23.50

French (10/10)

Fun School 3/4 (various)
Geography (10/10)
German (10/10)

| Granny's Garden

James Pond Run. Water

i Maths (Geometry) (10/10)

Maths (Number) (10/10)
Mega Maths
Micro Maths

B vy world 2 + 2

Naughty Stories Vols 1-6

| New Teddy Bear's Picnic
¢ Nursery Rhyme Time

Oxford Reading Tree 3

. Pendown DTP
&1 Playdays age 3-8

13.49
24.99
13.49
13.49
28.79
27.00
13.49
13.49
24.99
24.99
54.70
44.65
36.78
33.43
44.85
65.85
23.40

Playground (Freddy teddy) 23.50

Smudge the Spaniel
Spelling & Punctuation

% Splosh+ (1-5 users)
i Table Aliens

TinyDraw/TinyLogo
Tizzy's Toybox
Watch Magic Grandad

GAMES

Alone in the Dark
Anagram Genius

BHP Brutal Horse Power
Birds of War t

Black Angel

Break 147 & S'pool
Carnage Inc.

Chocks Away Compend.
Cobalt Seed

Crystal Maze, age 7+

& ! Cyber Chess
§ Darkwood

Demon's Lair

Drifter (DD/HD)

Dune Il (CD - £31.50)
Dungeon t

E-Type 2 t

Eclipse Collection
Enter the Realm
Exodus

Fire and Ice

Formula Two Thousand
Global Effect
Groundhog

Haunted House
Holed Out Compendium
James Pond 2+
Logic Mania

Morph

Pandora's Box
Patience Addict

Play It Again Sam 3
Play It Again Sam 4
Pushy (Shovy)

Real McCoy 2/3/4 (each)
Real McCoy 5

Rick Dangerous
Saloon Cars Deluxe
Scrabble

Shuggy

Silver Ball

Simon the Sorcerer
Small

Spobbleoid Fantasy
Stereoworld
Stuntracer 2000 1

* Supersnail

The Time Machine
Virtual Golf
Wavelength

25.98
13.49
51.70
27.85
29.87
47.94
30.13

34.99
20.00
28.49
30.00
30.00
27.00
22.50
25.00
23.74
28.45
31.50
20.70
20.00
31.50
26.60
27.00
30.00
22.49
25.00
25.00
23.39
23.74
27.00
12.00
25.00
20.00
16.20
27.00
25.00
25.00
19.95
24.95
35.00
12.00
35.00
31.50
15.26
31.50
26.59
25.95
12.00
27.00
21.20
30.00
22.50
35.00
25.00
25.00
31.50
13.50

CD BUSINESS & UTILS

Arm Club PD CD 1
Arm Club PD CD 2

19.00
15.00

| Rob Duncan Cartoon Kit 42.74

S8 Ancient Egyptians
' Ancient Lands 50.53 Abuse 25.00

B Castles 42.30

fid Dangerous Creatures 50.53
iy Dinosaurs 50.53

* Seashore Life 42.30

& Science In Action 13.73
. 4 Settlements 81.08 £25

| TOTS TV 19.95

# Vikings 42.30

Artworks 1 04.69
Artworks ClipArt 1 or 2 20.08 =
Bitfolio 7 42.74 B
Font Emporium 28.95 *,
PDCD4 (Datafile) 15.00 [t
PDCDS5 (Datafile) 15.00 \
ProArtisan 2 98.93 I
14
|

1500 tltles AvallablL

Some dealers may not stock all
titles ;
Minimum delivery £ 2
Credit Cards and Official
: Orders welcome, E&OE
"" All Prices Include
VAT @ 17.5%

Risc Disc Vol.1 15.00
Risc Disc Vol.2 20.00
Risc Disc Vol.3 25.00

Task Force Clip Art 33.20
Tekkie Disc (PRM's etc) ~ 47.50

CDROM EDUCATION [ ;
42.30 CDROM GAMES

Anim Talking Alphabet# ~ 33.43 ll8 Ankh 25.00

British Isles from the Air ~ 42.30 grystalTN_llaze gggg
| Doom Trilogy J

o Dune ll 31.50
| Heroes of Might & Magic Il 35.00
# Simon the Sorcerer 32.40
| Syndicate 29.00

Wizards Apprentice 24.95

Crystal Rain Forest 2 50.17

En Route 89.29
Era of the 2nd WW 81.08 §§
Eureka Discoveries & Inve' 42.30
Garden Wildlife 42.30
Guardians of Greenwood 58.16

Hutchinson's Encyclopedia 52.82 [ Towers of Darkness
lllustrated Shakespeare  29.32

John Cabot & Merchant V. 42.30 [ (HCF?IIC & Hexen) .
Kingfisher Micropedia ~ 76.38 [lli  Great new conversion
King Arthur 58.69 from R-Comp. 3 CD

Kiyeko with Acorn reader  36.43 pack including add-on
Map Detectives 50.17 for Hexen

Musical Instruments 50.53
£32.50

My 1st Incrd. Amaz. Dict. 41.13
Number Time 2 28.99

® Newly StrongARM'd
4D Games

Oxf. Talking Infant Atlas ~ 22.32
PB Bears Birthday Party 41.13
Saloon Cars Deluxe

Perspectives Francais 81.08
E-Type Compendium

NEwW SOFTWARE

Rocks, Min's & Fossils 81.08
Romans 42.30
Science Explorer 66.96

Space Exploration 13.73
Survival: Mysteries of Nat. 42.30
The Way Things Work 50.53
The World's Weather 52.87 )
Tizzy's Toolbox 44.65 'l .

Many others available

.

' NRPC Not for RPC
T Separate RPC version

Many titles abbreviated for advert

Ultimate Human Body 50.00
Understanding the Body  42.30

World of Robert Burns 93.94

Order from a partmcnpatmg dealerf

CTA Direct |
Tel 01942 511000 Fax 01942 749325

: email sales@cta.u-net.com
CJE Micro's / NCS

Tel 01908 523666 Fax 01903 523679

emalil sales@cje.co.uk
The Data Store

Tel 0181 460 8991 Fax 0181 313 0400
email sales @datstore.demon.co.uk

. Liquid Silicon

Tel 01592 592265 Fax 01592 596102

email liquid @ cableinet.co.uk ¢ |
Uniqueway |

Tel 01222 464020 Fax 01222 440071 |

email sales @ uniqueway.co.uk |

Davyn Computer Services ‘

Tel 01924 254800 Fax 01924 254036
email sales @davyn.demon.co.uk
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£ Spec:al Offer)

Transported to an
unknown world you must
venture into a dangerous
domain. Not only are you
searching for power cells

SO you can return, you
have to survive and
battle against the evil
denizens who are
determined to
kill you.

[ Acars Kive PC/ATOO0

...The weaponry in this game is
second to none, and outclasses Quake
or Doom by a long way.”

Acorn Arcade

“I would say that it is a good buy for

1l Risc PC #
g el oRreR Acorn Arcade

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW AND
HAVE AN EXPLOSIVE 1999

Postage & Packing
UK postage FREE
Europe (outside UK), add £1
Name...... Aest of world,.add £2.........

YES! Please send me copies of Destiny @ £30 each

Postcode ....

| wish to pay by:

D Cheque/postal order (payable to Tau Press Ltd)
D Credit Card (Visa/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Access)

Credit Card No: D_:_Qj :D:i:] U;L |j

Expiry Date: AT e O AU st errsvvassestscanmats o ciianty

ORDER FORM

Signature:....

[C] Please tick here if you do not wish to receive promotional information from other companies

Send your order to: Destiny Offer, Tau Press, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

Acorn User: April 1999
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@ High resolution
3D graphics

® Huge varied levels

® Serious fire power

® Intelligent enemies

® Original music

® Configurable controls

And much more never seen.,

in any other game
of this type on any
other platform

,(r,., v-“f
Playable on A7000=. Risc PC 600 or béster. 1 "‘:ﬂd
StrongARM recommended. Reruires CD-PON diriy “:._
10Mb RAM and 13Mb hard dise spaceagdninim “i
4 s S
;L o P
4
o £+

4
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Aleph1 tips

This month, Alephl suggested I took a
look at their superb support pages
(www.alephl.co.uk/AcornProd/Support/)
and some of the items covered that may be
in the book but which few people read. So
here are a couple of highly pertinent
suggestions you may find useful.

First off, if you had a real PC you would
find that a crashed C_drive is truly serious.
Not so bad on /PC if you are careful. Why?
Because you can easily keep a backup copy
of your C_drive somewhere else. When
you get a set-up that is stable - keep a copy.
If some errant software trashes your system
- no problem - copy back the old one. Or
perhaps reconfigure /PC to boot up the
copy, with the old drive_C suitably
renamed of course, as your drive_D. Then
unless the system has been well and truly
trashed the chances are you will be able to
find and copy any important files you may
need access to.

Second, /PC now supports multiple
configurations. This can have a great many
benefits. I use several set-ups to access
different D_drives according to what I
want to do: these drives may also be used
by RISC OS, so to lose them to the PC card
every time it's running would often be
inconvenient.

But that isn't the limit of it by any
means. Each configuration option may
have different settings, even a different OS
- for example some software may be far
happier on a real DOS installation than in

a DOS box run within windows (which is
true on real PCs too by the way). So
why not have separate C_drives for
DOS, Win 3.1 or Win95 applications, or
even different versions of a windows
installation optimised for different
purposes. Games, for example, may need
some specially tweaked settings to make
the best of them.

You can even set up a specific config file
where the D_drive is a partition (preferably
on another hard drive) specifically set up
to be a backup for drive_C. Every now and
again you can copy the whole of drive_C
to this drive_D and then switch back to a
config option where a different drive_D is
used, safe in the knowledge your precious
installation may be restored easily.

Third, the question of partitions arises
frequently especially with the advent of
cheaper, larger drives and FAT 32. I will be
honest - the intricacies of FATs are beyond
me. But basically it boils down to speed of
access and the efficiency of disc use. Even
a small file will use a minimum amount of
space on the disc simply because the FAT
(File Allocation Table) can only divide the
disc into as many chunks as it has discrete
addresses. The bigger the disc - the bigger
each chunk will be. The more addresses -
the smaller it will be. So a 32-bit FAT is
better than a 16-bit FAT.

Until Win 95/98, windows was all FAT
16, as is DOS. DOS can also only cope with
2Gb discs. These days Win 98 will make it

E)

[0 wm

Lower Bmitlor dsplay memory. [585 | /Kb

MemoyalocawtoPCCand [ T
__ | Support VESA 2.0/ DirectDram

Free memory avalabie now

Cancel

If you are short of memory, it's easy to have
different configurations allocating different
amounts according to what you need at the time

obvious it wants to convert you to FAT 32.
But it isn't as simple as that with a PC card.
This is Aleph 1's advice:

Use a smallish C_drive for the OS
(whichever you choose) and stick to
500Mb and FAT 16. It's efficient, easy to
back up and safe. You are best advised to
keep this drive on an IDE device as
installing new versions of !PC is much
easier.

If you want to use FAT 32 for specific
apps, set up a D_drive for that purpose
but only attempt it if you have Win95FS
from Warm Silence Software - which as
I've said before is well worth getting
anyway.

DOS partitions with !PC Pro3

Some further points of interest. /PC Pro3
now provides for the creation and
formatting of DOS partitions from
the config window. This will only let
you create partitions up to 2Gb or
512Mb if you are using RISC OS 3.5 or
earlier.

You can use SCSI discs but it is best to
reserve these for drive_D (or several
different drive_D’s if needs be). You can
also use the ASPI software to access other
SCSI devices, for example removable

More next time o
I had intended to do some stuft about
linking up computers this month — using
the serial port for direct cable connection
and so on. But then | found neither the
inbuilt serial port northe oneonan
 Atomwide card would function as deslred |
and | didn't have much time to trace the
-rproblam my real PC croaked too and s
back at the assemblars probably. geﬂlng a
_new motherboard. Never mind, I will t
i aﬂempt to suss all that out_ and repo t

drives. This machine has a 1Gb Jaz drive
that appears in Win 95 as drive_D or _E
according to whether a drive_D is
specified in config. This means the PC
card could have access to unlimited hard
drive space.

Some PC software, of course, hates
having drives renamed - shortcuts are the
worst as they specifically to the drive

| Byater $aportier

This is where you reserve letters for CD roms

number. This can be a real pain if you use
a CD-ROM as most of us do. If the drive
letter changes, the system gets all
confused and can't find files even if you
click on the CD to ‘show’ Windows that
it's there. There is a solution for CDs. If
you go into MyComputer/ Control
Panel/System/ Device Manager and-
double click on ‘CDROM’ you should see
your drive(s) listed. You can now
highlight one and choose ‘properties’. In
there under ‘settings’ you can reserve one
or more letters for your CD-ROMs. Let's
say you choose ‘M’ and onwards, unless
you really load up with new hard drives
the CD drives are no longer in danger
of being renamed and your CDs will
load - once you've re-installed them of
course!

| Contactmg me
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The Electronic Font Foundry
11 Silwood Road, Ascot, SL5 0PY

tel 01344 875 201 = fax 01344 875 202
www.eff.co.uk * sales@eff.co.uk

Please contact us for your free copy of £FF Font Poster, Acorn Price
List and ZFF New Product Guide.

EFFI Professional Typography Cd

EFF1 Cd is still the only professional quality font cd for Acorn
we e - only EEF fonts are carefully hand-hinted to produce highest
arr l results on all kinds of media. This unique collection of 500
r highest quality fonts from EFF original fon library, unlike any

other fonts on the Acorn marker, has been designed especially

for Acorn and contains complete Acorn hinting,

EFF1 Cd (Private user licence) £57.22+P&P+VAT (£69 UK incl)

“Best quality.. designed especially for Acorn and hinted in the Acorn way”
Archive
“Best quality hinting around... The fonts are of absolutely top-notch quality”
“Highly desirable acquisition, and heartily recommended... Everyone with the
slightest interest in fonts should buy this disc!”
Richard Hallas, Risc User

EFF TrueTypeTranslator

EFFTTT is the first ever translator of TrueType® fonts, the most
common font format used by Windows. EFFTTT converts in seconds
any TrueType font to standard Acorn formar, giving you access to all the
fonts available to PC users, including all the free fonts on the Interner.

. -l | i
—> [y —p Homes

on EFFTTT

* Instant TrueType font translator

* Instant TrueType font sample viewer and full info displayer

* Choice of encoding and setting

* Automatic adding of hinting for improved quality

* On-line comprehensive manual and interactive help support

EFFTTT (for 1 computer), £39+P&P+VAT (£47.59 UK incl.)

Drop a TrueType font... ..-and use an Acorn font

—PC Cards Again! R"

We can now offer from stock Acorn ACA 57 Aleph One Limited
PC Cards with Cyrix/IBM 5x86 processors at 100 MHz.

With this Card you can run Windows (and DOS) appli-

cations under Windows 3.1 or 95 or 98. You can use PC |
CD ROMs and, with an Ethernet Card and our Network

Links software, your Risc PC can act like any other PC on |
a PC network. The PCPro software now supports for the
games-writers' favourite VESA2 & DirectX standards.
Prices include VAT & UK postage: ‘
ACA57 PC Card with no software £295
ACAS57 Card with PCPro3 Software for new users £345
ACA57 Card + PCPro3 if you return PCPro2 disc  £310

The following prices apply if ordered at the same time:

Windows 95 on CD ROM £65
PCSound Professional (sound support by RCI) £35
IBM PC DOS v7 (not required for Windows) £10

Network Links Software for one user £20 |
Our Web page on Benchmarks shows the tiny effect of a ‘
larger cache or a 133MHz processor; the processor we
offer here has a heat sink fitted and does not need a fan
DirectX/VESA support does not generally benefit from
more than 128Kb cache anyway. .
Aleph One Limited !

The Old Courthouse, Bottisham, CAMRIDGE CB5 9BA ‘

EFEF Font Table

EEF Font Table is a simple and effective application for

F producing font tables in Draw formar. it creates professional =

| looking tables in seconds, and can be easily customised by a

[ el number of options. Very useful for compllmg font catalogues, .

or printing samples.
EFEFontTable (for 1 compurer), £7+P&P+VAT (£9.99 UK incl.)

EFF #anduritten Collection

EFF M&qu‘w' EFF Hrandwrithen Collection is a set of ten
contemporary scripts based on real modern

EFF K _’J{“ handwriting styles, ranging from careful calligraphic

EFF Elo styles to unruly child’s writing to designer’s hand.
Erer Hakt These scripts have a very modern feel and are a great
Eff'. Lou way to add some life to monotonous looking pages.
6’0 e ;7 ety EFF "lthlﬁGh Collection

EFF Agnes K £254P&PAVAT (31,14 UK incl)
(f T Fientone We can now also make your own handwriting font.
EFF Autek Tvwill personalise all your correspondence, or allow

BEE ey youto send a “handwritten” fax straight from your
Avewrwap  computer. Please contact us for further details,

Tel: 01 223 811 679 Fax: 01 223812713
‘ www.aleph1.co.uk/AcornProd/Software/PCPro3Demo/index.html

A p!easure to use”

Neal Philips, AU, Xmas 1998

; ctly on A7000, or via PS2Mouse/
o PS2Mouse+ on other machines ~ £34.95
or purchased with PS2Mouse/+ 229 95

PS2Mouse ‘@

: § . allows you to use any PS/2
::m.! G £49, davice wi your. Accrn only £24.95

PS2Mouse+ with a port for Acorn mouse
|deal for touchpad or trackballs ~ £39.95

for 2:input monitors .9
r.( supplied with switches) £14.95
icties, cables and adaptors avafiable!

B TS
L 1 R K

Not quite everything we do is new!

Trackball

An ergonomic trackball These are just some examples of our wide
whichgplugs directly into  ange of Game, Interface and SEN Access

your Acomn! products.
If you would like further information, please

Features ergonamic shape with 3 bu&lc;ns. see our website, telephone or write to ask
Heavy ball may be easily removed for -\ vl product information fiyer.

cleaning. Switch allows reconfiguration of
Select / Menu position. Please note our @YTZNVAM telephone

Trackball £34,95 numberl

STD

| Stuart Tyrrell Devoelopmonts |

PO Box 183, OLDHAM OL2 8FB
Email: Info@STDevel.demon.co.uk
www: hitpJ/www.stdevel.demon co.uk
Tel: 01706 848 600 (9am - 9pm)
Crange: 0976 255 256 dFAX 0870 164 1604
All prices include P&P. All rademarks acknowleged. E&OE.
Access/Visa/Delta/Mastercard accepted.




Drawing the line

/GrphPaper creates graph paper, it's very
simple. It's also rather useful, I had a good
old play with this program and was
pleasantly surprised at how well laid out
and well thought out it is. It doesn't
actually place figures or numbers on the
axis because that’s not it's job, it's just
there to save you the considerable bother
of creating complex grids in !ArtWorks or
!Draw which on the slower machines can
become very frustrating.

!GrphPaper provides full control over
the finished product allowing you to
choose the colour and number of the
major and minor lines, and whether the
spacing is in centimetres (cm) or inches.
You can also choose between rectangular

or polar paper and linear or
logarithmic scales.

The program installs to the
iconbar, where clicking with select
on the icon opens a window
enabling the type of graph and
other choices to be made. Clicking
with adjust on the iconbar icon
will open the display window if a
file has already been created.

Choices Window

Clicking on the Create button
will create a drawfile and display
it in the display window. If you
click using Select the choices
window will close, if you

use adjust the

“ choices window
will stay open.

(T ssmesse = Display Window

IClear

This is the latest version of the IClear module,
by Martyn Fox (mfox@argonet.co.uk), which
makes it easier to delete text from a writable
icon. Under RISC OS, to replace the text in
such an icon with new text, you first have to
either delete all the characters of the old text or
press Ctrl-U to clear it.

This can be a nuisance, especially if you
have just selected the icon with the mouse, as
you first have to transfer to the keyboard, then
press Ctrl-U before you can type in your new
text. With IClear running, simply double-click

Disc information

The software on the cover disc has been
compressed using !ArcFS 2 from VTi, and
are opened by running a copy of ArcFS
then double-clicking on the archive to open
it. There is a copy of |ArcFS on each disc.

Most software will run straight from the
archive, but some programs may need to
be copied out of the archive before being
run, uncompressing them in the process.
Any program that saves a file to disc, for
instance, will be unable to do so into the
archives on the disc.

B ; changes.

i f ;’:' Clicking the menu button in One thing to note, when viewing the
i’gj il ) ke | {12 It @ ww | the display window will finished drawfile you will see that the lines
i ‘M‘:;, et ﬁ;:, retind present a File Save dialogue  are not grouped. This means that if you
| ot | [ | | reo] o] o sfw} (i 2| box from where the resultant  want to position the graph paper on a
e e L, G, | drawfile can  be saved.  page, ensure that ‘select all' and ‘group’ are

geem swew  axsm aewmw | Clicking with select in the  chosen before the lines are moved.
Amas dmde Amds ARa® - display window will close the Any reports of bugs, or ideas for
cmet | [[coone | display window. improvements should be directed to the
- Clicking with adjust will  author, Victor Markwart on the other side
.| open the choices window so of the world in Wanniassa, Australia

G | you can make further (markwart@pcug.org.au)
Save us Save as

i i

on the writable icon, using either s : -
Select or Adjust. The icon will be Graph20x28] dunstans graph]
inverted, which usually means

that it will turn black with white Cancel I I Save ! Cancel ! Save I

text. As soon as you press a key, e as
the text in the icon will vanish, to be replaced
with the character that you typed.

If you change your mind after inverting the
icon and decide you want to keep your existing
text, a further click with any mouse button
anywhere on the screen will un-invert the icon
and put things back to normal.

Faulty disc? STRewEaES
5 @ !GrphPaper  produce your own
If your disc is faulty, test whether it will graph paper
verify by clicking with Menu on the floppy @ [Clear easier writable icons
drive icon and choosing Verify. @ !WBModules now you can run !Cassinlay
If it fails to verify or is physically ® ICLIPS RISC 0OS port of CLIPS
damaged you should return it to 7/B, TiB program

House, 11 Edward Street, Bradford,
Yorkshire BD4 7BH. If it verifies
successfully return it to the Acorn User
editorial office at the usual address.

The Acorn User cover discs have been
checked for viruses using !Killer version
3.001 from Pineapple Software.

Regular & Features
® FreeUK provider files

@ Light pens with Mike Cook
@ All the Java tutorial files
@ All the *INFO programs
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eebug have closed their retail

department, but they still sell and
support their major software. One of
these is [Sleuth3, their latest Optical
Character Recognition (OCR) application,
developed from ISleuth2. It reads text
supplied to it in the form of a sprite,
obtained by scanning the original text.
The output is a text file, selectable from
several types. OCR is an invaluable tool
when printed material must be
transferred to computer files, the only
alternative being to type it in by hand.

Most scanners, both flatbed and hand-
held, capable of sprite outputs at
resolutions of 300 or 400dpi, are likely to
be satisfactory. For example, Computer
Concepts’ Scanlight Video256 hand
scanner and Irlam’s Colour Mobile were
both tried with good results. The former
includes useful features for improving the
scanned image quality. The latter has a
motorised scan which makes it easy to
produce straight and parallel lines of text.
ISleuth3 will also work directly with the
TWAIN interface.

The text sprite should be black on a
white background for the best results, but
greyscale Sprites are accepted. White text
on a black background can be inverted via
an Edit option in the iconbar menu.
There are a number of preferences
covering various aspects of /Sleuth3's
operation, all of which have sensible
defaults. They are divided into Output
and Input preferences.

Output preferences

These start with the choice of a single
character which /Sleuth3 will substitute for
any that it cannot identify. Special

THOUSAND

word picture

Trevor Attewell explores the latest
incarnation of the Sleuth OCR

characters are available to force carriage
returns, linefeeds, and spaces at ends of
lines, useful if the recovered text is
intended for subsequent DTP processing.
Hyphens at line ends can be removed, and
ligatures (where ff and fi are combined
into a single symbol) are supported.

The output text format can be
Editable, Text, RTF (Rich Text Format) or
Append. Editable text can be edited in
other software packages as required, but
Text is simply an ASCII file. An RTF
option will map fonts available in your
IFonts directory to the appropriate serif,
sans serif or mono-spaced generic types
known to /Sleuth3.

The last output option is Batch
Processing, which will process a number
of files sequentially from a single,
specially named directory. The files
produced can be joined together, using an
Append option.

Input preferences

When starting you must tell /Sleuth3 what
sprite resolution you have used from those
provided by your scanner. If you are using
TWAIN it will supply this information
automatically. Ideally lines of text in the
sprite should be straight and horizontal,

Enquiry number EL1

Production
programmer

The L9000 uses purpose
designed plug-in modules
(NOT CRUDE SOCKET
ADAPTORS) 1o gang program
a wider range of
microcantrollers than any other
known stand-alone
programmer, AND we don't
stand shill... new devices

reading from top to
bottom. However it is
sometimes necessary to
scan  text  sideways,
‘especially when working
from books, the binding
of which may obstruct
the scanner. An Auto
Page Orientation option
will make ISleuth3 rotate
the resulting text as
necessary.

With greyscale sprites

Uoyd Research Lid : the darkest shade of
Tek: (01489) 574040 including eproms and flash are | grey that should be
email: progs @lloydres.co.uk added monthly. Full details are | treated as white can be
wwelloydres.co.uk an the Web or just talephone specified, by selecting

the shade from a
greyscale displayed in

Scan of the original, converted to greyscale

Acorn User April 1999
http://www.acornuser.com/

the window. This helps

#loud Research Ltd
e\ (B1489) 574048
emails progs@lloydres,w.uk
ggg Jloyclres-cowk

Production
progranmer

The L9000 uses purpose

designed plug-in modules

(HOT CRUDE SOCKET

ADAPTORS) to gang program

a wider range of
nicrocontrollers than any other
known stand-alone

progranner, AND we don't

stand still-.. new devices
including eproms and flash are
added monthly, Full details are
on the \Heb or just telephone.

Uncorrected text from Sleuth3

to distinguish letters from background.
There is also a pre-sharpening option to
help with poorly defined text.

Quite a linguist

ISleuth3 now supports English, German,
French and Dutch, selectable from a
Language option. There is also a Learned
menu, which lists the character sets
known to /Sleuth3. These comprise 29
fonts, each in four styles (except Benguiat,
which has two), all supplied by the
Electronic Font Foundry. Similar fonts not
in this list may also be recognised, if less
accurately.

When using RTF format you can choose
the set most likely to be useful for the job
in hand, for example if the text is in more
than one language. The sets include fax,
numerical characters and the four
languages, with English as the default.

Two optional checks can be used on
the output characters. The first is Context,
which makes [Sleuth3 compare similar
characters by reference to the adjoining
text, for example a zero against a capital
“0". The second check compares every



word against a built-in dictionary. There is
also a User Dictionary which allows you to
add words - essential where specialised
text is involved. Unwanted words can be
removed.

The gain in accuracy obtained by these
checks must be weighed against the time
they take. Hence the preferences include a
three-speed choice - Careful, Medium or
Quick. The usage of these is plain, and
Medium is usually a good compromise.

Of the last two items in this window
one sets the proportion of the time that
[Sleuth3 may use when multitasking.
Finally, some scans may contain images
with embedded text, often in small print.
ISleuth3 should skip these, but an option
to ignore any text below a specified point
size also helps.

Into the zone

Of the items on this menu, two refer to
general preferences and dictionary
editing, dealt with above. Another
minimises the amount of memory used
by ISleuth3, albeit with some reduction in
speed. There is an option to stop an on-
going OCR process if you suspect that all
is not well, or wish to change settings.
Any completed text is then lost.

It is unfortunate that /Sleuth3, unlike
ISleuth2, does not display what it is doing
until it has finished. It does tell you how
fast it is working, which line it is working
on, and how it rates its accuracy, about
which it tends to be modestly pessimistic.

Sometimes text may need to be
recovered from a complex original which is
a conglomeration of text, images and
embellishments. Such images sometimes
contain text, which may, or may not, be
wanted. /Sleuth3 will try to pick out the text
most likely to be required, but it cannot
read your mind. “Zones" are designed to
deal with such cases.

They are rectangular windows which
can be drawn and sized over areas in the
Sprite to define what is to be read, and

Lloyd Research Ltd
Tel: f01 489) 574040
email: progs@lloydres.co.uk
wsw.lloydres.co.uk

Production
programmer

The L9OOO uses purpose
designed plug-in modules

(NOT CRUDE SOCKET
ADAPTORS) to gang program
a wider range of
microcontrollers than any other
known stand-alone
programmer. AND we don't
stand still... new devices
including eproms and flash are
added monthly. Full details are
on the Web or just telephone.

Final text can have styles

what should be ignored. By default the
wanted text is dealt with in the order in
which the zones were drawn, but you can
change this order. Zones may overlap, but
cannot be stacked one above another.

In the latest version, !Sleuth3 can also
draw zones for itself, and usually comes
up with a reasonable set. These can be
edited if necessary. All zones can be saved
for re-use in other similar pages.

Zones are controlled from a /Draw-like
menu, with keyboard short-cuts. Each
zone (or a combination) can be selected,
after which it can be deselected, deleted,
copied, or ignored, all of which options,
except the last, behave like their
counterparts in [Draw. There are two
further options, namely Single Column
and Table. The first is useful if there are
wide gaps between sections or lines of
text in a zone, which might cause them to
be handled incorrectly.

The Tables option attempts to render
the contents of a zone as a table, which it
might well be. The result is stored as a
CSV (comma separated variables) file,
which you must edit manually. Only very
basic tables with one line of data per row
can be handled.

Yellow corrections

When an OCR operation is complete the
text appears in the output window for
editing. Mistakes are highlighted in yellow,
but some of these will not be errors, and
were marked because !Sleuth3 could not
find them in the dictionaries. Examples
include technical terms, abbreviations,
and names. Rarely, words may be accepted
as correct when they are not. For example,
the word “last” might be rendered as
“lost”, which passes the dictionary test.
Only you can spot such cases.

Editing is easy, simply using the
keyboard. The original word is displayed
for comparison in case /Sleuth3's version is
unrecognisable. If incorrect words appear
more than once in the document, an
Other Occurrences option shows how
many times, and will correct all of them
automatically. There is also a useful
provision to add any highlighted word to
the dictionary.

Sometimes it is handy to have short
cuts for moving the caret when editing,
and a list of these is in the manual.
Manipulating paragraphs is routine, using
Return, Delete and Copy, as in any
wordprocessor.

Screen grabs showing /Sleuth3 at work are
reproduced here. They show how it handled
a fairly difficult scan from a magazine
advertisement, for which !Sleuth3 supplied
its own zones. Of the three it created, one
was manually altered to “ignore”. The result
contained all the specified text in the right
order, with some correct “errors”, but
ISleuth3 was noticeably unhappy with the
Web and e-mail addresses.

A direct comparison was made
between [Sleuth3 and (Sleuth2 (v2.09),

Lloyd Research Ltd

Tel: (01489) 574040

email: progs@lloydres.co.uk
www.lloydres.co.uk
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Production

programmer

The LSOOO uses purpose
designed plug-in modules
(NOT CRUDE SOCKET
ADAPTORS]) to gang program
a wider range of
microcontrollers than any other
known stand-alone
programmer. AND we don't
stand still... new devices
including eproms and flash are
added monthly. Full details are

on the Web or just telephone.

Final text after correction

using a Risc PC 600 with StrongARM, and
a simple text original of about 100 words.
ISleuth2 was faster, finishing in 11
seconds. However, it made no less than 24
genuine errors. !Sleuth3 took 12s on
“Medium” with three actual mistakes. On
“Careful” it took 16s with two errors.

Summary
ISleuth3 is fairly intuitive in use, and
offers a good range of features. It
improves on /Sleuth2, particularly in its
error rate, and the selectable trade-offs
between speed and accuracy are very
useful. /Sleuth3 is slower than [Sleuth2 in
its “Careful” and “Medium” modes, but
when the reduced need for manual
corrections is taken into account, it is
effectively much quicker.

Whereas /Sleuth2 limits the original

Sprite to black and white modes,
with square pixels, /Sleuth3 can cope with
up to 256 colour modes, adding

considerably to its flexibility. These
considerations justify a very positive AU
recommendation.

[ Product details !

Product: !Sleuth3

Price: £116.32 fully inclusive

Supplier: Beebug Ltd, 117 Hatfield
Road, St. Albans, Herts, AL1
4JS

Tel: 01727 840303

Fax: 01727 860263

E-mail:  sales@beebug.co.uk )
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[EX]

Showroom open Mon-Sat 10 18.00 hrs (Al pnces INCLUDE VAT} Camage not mciuded

s

RiscOS Computer Systems

1yr w‘uran?ﬂ(ﬂn -Site for A7000's enly).Carriage included on computers, All machines are single slice.
Backplane fitted to 10M/34M RiscPC only.

'|233MHz StrongARM now fitted to all RiscPC Computers.
Computer Model with 14" (Samtron) 17"(VMastr) No Monitor

Acorn NC 16MB(10BaseT) with Mse/Keybd £440 £710 £340
A7000+ BMHD2Gb £830 £1090 £720
A7000+ 8MHD2Gb+32CD Peak Performer £875 N/A N/A

- The Peak Performer incl. Teko 14" Monitor, Spkrs + one Software Bundle
- Foundation Bundle - StartWrite, Darryl the Dragon, Maths, Gordon's Groovy Granny, TinyAr, Acom Exploror, King Arthur.
- Extreme Bundle - StartWrite, Resultz, Rhapsody2, Pandora's Box, The Big Picture, Taskforce Clipart CD.

RiscPC SA233 4MHD1.2+8xCD (srea1) £1050 £1315 £940
RiscPC SA233 10MHD1.2+24xCD (srr2s)  £1225 £1485 SllilS
RiscPC J233 34MHD1.7+24XxCD (srpa41) £1360 £1620 £1250
- |RiscPC 34MHD1.7Gb+32CD Web Wizard £1350 N/A N/A

- Web Wizard includes 15" Monitor, 80W Speakers, 56k modem & Software
- Acorn Browse, Java, Easiwriter Profassional with MS Wor(l 6/7 compatibility

RiscPC J233 includes the Acorn J233 Internet software pack
comprising !Browse, RisCafe JAVA & OmniClient Il

Add £45 to 14" (Samsung) prices for Samsung 15" Monitor instead.
Add £20 to 17" prices for VisionMasterPro instead of VisionMaster

D-Link ISDN Hub/Router £230c

Connect up to 6 computers to the Internet with just
ONE single ISDN dial-up' internet account!
This amazingly easy to use unit is suitable for RiscOS, PC, Mac & Unix

computers and compatible with BT ISDN/HomeHighway services. It provides;

- 128kbps Multilink PPP ISDN with compression & PAP/CHAP security.
- Connection to TWO ISDN sites simultaneously.
- A SIX port 10BaseT Hub for networking to each computer2.

- TWO analogue telephone ports for standard telephones, faxes & modems. [ &

- DHCP Server for automatically configuring computers for the network.
- Built-In Telnet server for configuration & diagnostics!.

- Built-In DNS server.

- Flash upgradeable for user-installable future firmware upgrades.

Ring now for further information.

! - ISDN line and ISP account not included. 2 - Each connected computer must be equipped with a 10BaseT network card.

NOTE - PSU, Network cabling for ONE computet and ISON Cabling is included with the unit.

New Software Releases \CD-RW "/

Heroes of Might & Magic |l £32a
- A7000/NC - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM

DOOM-= Trilogy for RiscOS £30a
L A5000 - FisaP ath, CLROM CDBlaze !“
Descent for RiscOS £27a Yamaha CRW4416

Recordable & Re-Writeable Internal
SCSI CD-ROM drive complete with
Cumana's !CDBlaze, cables, CDR &
CDRW Disc and PC software.
Supports multi-session, MMC, Audio
Modes 1 & 2, Write-on-the-Fly

- RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM (SA pref'd)

Abuse for RiscPC/A7000 £22a
- RiscPC 8Mb RAM, 10Mb HD space, VGA

Syndicate+ for RiscOS £26a
- A5000 - RiscPC with 8Mb RAM & CD-ROM

Frak for RiscPC/A7000 £14a

- A7000 & RiscPC Only £350 b I n c

Exod £10a| |!CDBlaze (Software Only) £80a
PEORE 211 TDK 650Mb CD-R disc £2a

TDK 650M CD-R discs (Box10) £15b
TDK 650Mb CD-RW disc £14a

LinServer Internet Gateway

LinServer - An Internet Gatewa¥ & File Server running LINUX
(UNIX® for PC's) which supports PC, NC & RiscOS Computers
LinServer is an incredibly
robust and dependable File,
Print & Internet Gateway
server providing virtually
every internet resource AND
it doesn't cost the Earth!
There are NO licensing
issues on the number of
users supported. LinServer
supports over 10,000 users,
the limit being only storage

E:Mall Standard features;
NFS, LanMan file server
- with disc quota's
POP3/4, SMTP

- Mail Server

NNTP News Server
Web/Proxy Server

FTP Server

Printer server

Internet dial-on-demand
= using ISDN or modem
Dial-in modem access
RiscOS Server Tools

... Plus many more.

Web News

\ t f

Telne! \- J sl Time

Modem ISDN

Dial- OUT Dlal IN
Programming = > g
RiscOS computers. You can literally place this

server in a secure room and forget about it, being almost completely self

maintaining except for user administration.

Contact us now to for further details or to arrange a demonstration.

N
N

I

Monltors (Carr:age £10) Portable Computers ModemslISDN (Carr £8)

Older computers will requwe an adaptor  E12
Samtron 14" Monitor £105
FST, 0.28" dp, 1024x768, 3"—54'kHz & pre-sets
Samsung 15" Monitor £145
High spec FST Tube with 0.28" dot pitch

llyama VisionMaster 17"£370

High spec FST Tube with 0.26" dot pitch

lly VisionMaster Pro 17"£390
Very High spec Diamondtron tube, 0.25" stripe
\|Samsung 15" TFT LCDE£650

| 1024x768 16,7M Colours with buill-in speakers

| Memory
Following prices strictly whilst stocks last.

RiscPC/A7000 SIMMS
32Mb  £59al64Mb £110a

High clearance add £5

RiscPC VRAM
1MD znd uso:gaoasz E?ga

Call for details of memory for other models.

Carriage: a=£2, b=£6, c=£8
Hard Drives
Quantum 3.2Gb IDE  £115b
Quantum 6.4 Gb IDE  £140b
Cheetah 4.5Gb SCSI £520c

10,000rpm Cheetah drives useful for VideoDsk

Simtec IDE Interface  £55a
Supports up 10 4 AT devices including Hard
Drives, CD-ROM drives and zip drives.

Add £15 for A3000-A4000 version

|Cumana SCSI Il Card £170b

| Toshiba 32xCD ATAPI £65c
Toshiba 32x CD SCSI £100c

Cable & Fitting Kit £10a
Compatible with RiscOS 3.60 or greater.
External CD-ROM Drives

Toshiba 32xCD ATAPI£125¢
Toshiba 32x CD SCSI £160c

External Drives require a suitable Dala cable.
| - Networking (Carr. £6) |
| |A30X0 EtherLan 102  £120
‘| Archi EtherLan 512A+ £130
RPC/A7k EtherLan 601 £110
RPC/A7k EtherLan 602 £120

Add £10 to above prices for Access+

8 CD-ROM Drives _
| Internal CD-ROM Drives

Carriage: a=£2, b=£6, c=£8

Psion 5 8Mb RAM £350c
- includes PsiWin Link
AutoRoute Express £20a

- one of the best packages for the PBI/3a

PsiRisc £67a
PsiRisc with Cable E£Calla
PsiRisc cable (oracamx £28
A-Link (1 only) £55a
Ser.3/3a Mains Adaptor £16a
Ser.5 Mains Adaptor  £16b

RiscPC Upgrades

233MHz StrongARM  £275b
586-133 PC Card 512k £300c
PC Pro vawithou PCExchange) £38a
Windows '95 CD (Full) £80a

- Can be installed without any prav OS present

2nd Slice without PSU  £90c

Canon BJC-4300 £120
Canon BJC-4650 (A3) £270
Epson 440 (7zox720dpi) £135
Epson 640 (1a:0x720dpi) £170
Epson 740 (1asox7200p)  £195
Epson Photo 700 (A4) £195
Epson Photo EX (A3) £375
Epson 850 (1asoxre0dpi)  £270

HP Laserdet 1100 (gopm) £295

¥y
Include Our JazZip tools

- £10 if purchased separately

Int SCSI zip drive £115¢
Ext SCSI zip drive £100c
Ext Para zip + 6 Discs £125¢

- add £29 for RiscOS Parallel Driver
100Mb zip cartridge

Pk of 6 zip discs+caddy £46b
Jaz 2Gb Internal £295¢
Jaz 2Gb External £305¢
Jaz cartr. 1Gb £68/2Gb £73a

Carriage: a=£2,b = £6,c = £8,d = £10

Pace
|D-Link ISDN2 Router £230

|GTx-7000 SCSI bundle £245

Printers (Carriage £8 i

. |FPA for 25MHz ARM3 £30a
| Joystick I/F ot fiscPc)
| Logitech Mouse (Acorn)£29a

£11a}

Budget 56kVoice (Flash) £75
Pace 56k Voice (Flash) £135
Pace 56k Solo (Flash) £185

- The Sclo modem can save fax & voice
mc sages without a computer attached!

ltraLink ISDN2 ~ £240

- ISDN Router with 6 part 10BaseT hub & Two
- analogue phone ports, which can take
- Incoming ISDN calls and full NAT,
£110a

ANT Internet Suite Il
Dual Serial Card £104b

9-25 Archi or PC Wired Modem Cable £12ea.a
3-way Serial T-Switch (incl. comm. cable) £32b

Scanners (Carriage £8)
ScanLight Video 256 £50
- suitable for A3000-A4000 (Only One left)
Epson Colour Scanners
Include ITWAIN & ImageMaster for RiscOS.
Bundles include software for PC's/PC Cards

GTx-9500 Para bundle £615
GTx-9500 SCSI bundle £645

160W Stereo Speakers £15¢
- Incredibly good sound at the price
Citizen HD Floppy Drive£25b
I machines except A3000, A300
es machines, Please note
ﬂuddnvn respects the HD hole explicitly ie

- you cannot format |

Dual Serial Card

£20a

Scart Cable (9 or 15 pin) £12a
Serial Upgrade (A3000) £27a
Books (No VAT)

Carriage: a=£2, b=£6, c=£8,

RiscOS3 PRM(1 only)£60.00c
PRMVolume 5a £29.75¢
BBC Basic VI Guide £19.95b
RiscPC TechRefMan£49.95¢
Budget DTP (Dabs) £5.00a
RiscOS 3 First Steps £5.00a
Wimp Progr for Al £10.00a

Hardware Upgrades Magi

HlsCafe (JAVA)

ArnWorks on CD (CC)

CI(JAI! CD 1/2 (CC)

sens Encyclopedia 92 for Ris scO
yclopedia 97 lor PC oMy

1 OI"B TV CD
Typegraphy Font CD
Ultimate Human Body (DK)

Prices below whilst stocks last
Abuse (A7000 - RiscPC)
Alone in the Dark (Krisalis)
Birds nIT\{Mr (aD) 2Mb
A)

(SF F:ro, ppy £28/CD V281
(‘yl:( r Chnss (4D) £16a
Descent CD (RiscPC 8Mb) £27a

Doom+ CD (aso00-RPC only) £30a
Dritter (4D} £18a
Dungeon (4D) £18a
Dune Il (floppy) (Eclipse) £27a
E-Type Il (4D}

Fire & Ice (Times Warner)

Frak (A7000/RiscPC)

Heroes of Might & Magic Il NEW!!
Krisalis Collection

Heal McCoy 2/3/4/5 (4D)
oon Cars Deluxe (4D)

BC-01
E!C uz

5020047 Black
5020089 Colour
5020093 Black
£Call} 5020108 Black
£2315020189 Black
£815020191 Colour
Hewlett Packard
£33|HP51625A Colour£24
£391HP51626A Black £23
BCI-60 Black £25 |HP51620A Black £23
BCI-61 Colour £18 |HP51649A Colour £24
BJI-201HCbk Black £9
BJ1-201bk Black £8
BJI-201C/MPY  £8 ea,
BuJI-642 Black £13
BJI-643 Black £18
BJI-B43C/M/Y £23 ea.
EP-L (LBP-4) £64

£19

£19
£19
£19
£19

BCI21C
BC-22 Photo Cart

HP92274A (LJ4L) £54
Ink Refills

Single Black £5
Single C/M/Y/RIG/BES

£19 =

C3903A (LJSP/EP)L64 |

AnWorks.(CC) £104b |Card Shop

Compression

Fasl“ccol;
ImageFS2

£31a |DataPower2

£18a |HTML Edit 4+

MidiWorks Light £30a |PC Pro v2
PC Pro v2 + Exch£46a |Personal Acc'ts

PhotoDesk2
SiteSeer
StrongGuard

£200b |PsiRisc
£Callb | SparkFS
£24a |Web Design T'kit 2283

Educational (Carr. £2)

[10/10 Series

Early Essentials (over 7), English (6-16yrs),
French (8-16yrs), Junior Essentials (5-11),

Maths (Number) (6-16), N
16), Maths (Statistics) (6-16), Maths (Geom'y)
(6-16), Spelling (over 8),

FunSchool3 (u5, 5-7, or over 7:£223
FunSchool4 (us, 5.7, orover 7)£22a
Maths Circus (4Mation) £28a
Playdays (Gamesware) £24a
Wizards Revenge

Maths (Algebra) (8-

santial IT, Geog.,

Terms & Carriage

Carriage: a=£2, b=£6, c=£8
Carriage: To benefit personal callers to our
showroom carriage is itemised seperately. The
carriage indicated is for single items, Please

call us for total carriage when ordering more
than one item since it is not cumulative.
Terms: All prices include VAT except books.
Carriage is not included unless otherwise

stated. Carriage cha uqc apply to mainland UK
(excluding remote .‘:

cottish Highlands,

Chann Isles, IOM)
MUST be accompanied hy a phone number.

.| Prices and spec's s qubiuct to change without
notification, Goods sul

bject to availability,

Goods not offered on trial basis. Restocking

| fee on non-fault

Woll D i

- Now compatible with RiscPC+Stron ARM | |
rinter Consumables

Carriage: £2 for Cartridges, £8 for Toner

Canon Epson

orders accepte

returns. Educ Inst official

. E&OE

Enlrlnne to on-site

Car Park via Red Gate N¥IEGGIS

M83 Junction 12

Stackport M —
A5 =]

HERt . o

///

£14a each

£18a

p Projects L4

Unit 2A, Heapriding Business Park, Ford St, STOCKPORT,

Cheshire. SK3 0BT. www. desklopp demon.co.uk

Email: info@desktopp.demon.co.uk. Open Mon-Sat 10.00-18.00 hours.

Tel: 0161-4740778
Fax: 0161-474 0781

We N6

Access I | D, 4
=i -

Rucept

capacity and RAM. It supports PC's, Network & ||




In these times of doom and gloom in
the Acorn world it is easy to bemoan
our lot, but one of the areas in which we
certainly have a good choice of software is
the focus of this review and that is
presentation software.

It's a long time since my comparative
review of this area - Acorn User October
1996, but this is not a comparative review
but a look at a completely new piece
of software called /OHP from Spacetech -
the [/Photodesk people. Originally I
looked at !Noticeboard, !Portfolio and
ICableNews II. These are all still available
but note that !CableNews II is now
marketed by Lindis International on
(01728) 663520,

IOHP arrived on a CD-ROM which
surprised me somewhat as I
am still not used to seeing
software for Acorns
distributed in this way.

It certainly is the way to

go, the limitations of
floppy discs and their drives
in terms of capacity are too
well known. I am not advocating
bloatware as is common on the PC
but CDs remove the need for
compression and the subsequent
possible problems that can stem from this
approach to software release. There is no
printed manual - it is on the CD as an
HTML document so navigation is nice
and easy. There is also a web browser
(/WebsterLT) so that you can access the
pages.

There are plenty of example
presentations in the /OHP Demo and
/OHP Show directories on the CD and a
good look at these before doing anything
else is worthwhile - not because they are
particularly good but rather to show you
what can be achieved before going on to
produce something better.

The accompanying blurb states that
IOHP 1is intended as an electronic
overhead projector, it is not a
sophisticated multimedia authoring
tool - it is designed to be quick and
very easy to use. Well I can
certainly agree with that - it is
not multimedia but it is quick
and easy.

I had my first three frame
presentation knocked up in
about two minutes. Nothing
very sophisticated but I have
nearly always found that
presentations are required
yesterday and quite often

Presenting

a good case

Mike Tomkinson looks at !OHP and gives a
few presentation tips of his own

the day before that. Speed can be very
important. The process of frame
construction could not be easier as the
main tools are available to all Acorn users
- IDraw and !Paint.

You can use almost anything else
which produces an image and almost any
other image format but that will
only be worthwhile if you

require a more complex or sophisticated
presentation. Throughout this review I
have included some useful tips for
budding presenters.

Generally a frame will consist of a
background, some text - preferably
bulleted, a graph or chart, and/or a
picture. Keep it simple, clear, clean and
crisp. You can vary the order in which
frames are shown and go back to previous
frames to emphasise a point or explain at
greater length but if you find yourself

doing this too often you are really
being told that the frame

o,
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has failed to make its point in the first
place - go back to square one and
follow the KISS principle (Keep It Simple
Stupid).

You can also vary the length of time
the frame is shown according to its
complexity - a graph may require longer
to explain than a few bulleted points. This
is useful if you have a timed commentary
running alongside your presentation. It
looks really impressive if just as you have
finished making a point the presentation
automatically moves forward. Of course,
this requires practice and rehearsal.

Most presentations use a variety of

effects as you move from one frame to the
next - so called transitions, and a number
of these are provided by !OHP; covers,
wipes and dissolves. While not strictly
necessary they add a nice touch of
professionalism to the presentation and
are better than no transition at all.
Backgrounds give a presentation
consistency of style which should always

be present and although

Presentation control

there are a number
provided in the Background
Gallery it is almost as easy
to make your own or adapt
the existing ones. Again
these should not detract

Status | Local

Type | Sprite (1f9)

from the presentation by
distracting the audience [
from the message.

So far, so good. All the
features I would expect of
any presentation package.
Unlike some packages it is
not a requirement of !OHP
to collect all the frames into
one directory or series of
sub-directories.

When the frames are
dragged and dropped onto
the presentation script window they are
displayed but not physically moved to
that location. Only the reference to their
location on the hard disc or CD-ROM is
retained. You must therefore be careful
about moving frames about on your hard
disc or renaming files and directories;
otherwise /OHP will not be able to find
the frame by reference to its expected
location. Not a problem in most cases but
moving a presentation to another
machine and expecting it to run is not
possible  unless you group the
presentation with its associated frames
and move them en masse.

The licensing issues are dealt with by

having a freeware !OHP slide viewer
which you can freely distribute with your

presentations and have them on as many

x] RAM:RamDisc0.§.BETT Demo.'Demo *

machines as you wish. This

At Bekzraminty

is provided on the CD.

The strengths of the above
approach to referencing
frames rather than moving
them is that you can use
resources from all over your

hard disc/CD player without

unnecessary duplication.
The appearance of the

slide has already been dealt

CD_Label

i
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with to a certain extent,
for example the background,

HP but an image may not
H;Enﬂl ' always appear as you
i Choces

[V Desalect slides after dragging g&

[V High quality sprites and JPEGs
| Aways save full file names

Transition speed control

Dissolves [

Drawing options

Colour Fl . 5/ Width

Defaut | = Save | Cancel | Set |

Background colour
Base colour for the background

Automatic show settings
[ Auto show
[ Show as loop

<OHP$Dir>.Background.MagentGrad

| Show when loaded

Cancel {

expect. In particular the proportions of
the screen and the image may
not match. You may have space at the
sides or top and bottom of the screen.
Here you have a choice of stretching the
image to the sides/top/bottom, which
may distort the image, or you can
maintain the proportions and fill the
space with a background of your choice. It
is rather like putting a graphic in an
[Impression frame with its fit-to-frame
option except in this case the screen is
your frame.

You can preview your work in progress
and nothing becomes fixed until you opt
to save your work. Even then you
alter it, but be careful about moving things
around on your hard disc - remember that
!OHP works by reference to a files location
when it is dragged and dropped onto the
presentation script window. Another form
of presentation at which /OHP would excel




About m slide

(Small Office, Home Office)

PCs are now sold as some
form of complete solution
bundle including a digital

Status |

Local

camera, colour printer and
scanner.

Type |

Draw (aff

These SOHO  multi-
media solutions are a

. Display
[_mbamrowu
I_Keeppropor&nns
i e
~ Previous slide time: j
._jg Previous cumulative time:
i Target time for slide:
5 Cumulative target imes:

Pnuous | I\hﬁ

| RAM: mmsco.aam'r Decro OrangsTaxt

__]Amshow

[remro
17s
o

marketing area never really
tried by Acorn or Xemplar.
H Images and clip-art are
| an area for which the
Acorn range knows no
equal. With conversion
software and the wide
range of native formats we
can probably exploit a
wider range of images than
either the PC or the Mac.
My personal favourite
collection is the Task Force
Really Big collection of
over 10,000 images - more
than enough to brighten

Cancel H& Snt” |

any presentation.

is what I call the Point of Sale presentation.
Here a continually rolling demonstration
of a product or service accompanies a
stand, often at an exhibition - usually on a
large monitor.

I am sure you have seen this sort of
thing - some exhibitors at Acorn shows
use them. With the increased method of
capture available - video cameras, digital
cameras and scanners - it is possible to
produce a very professional and polished
product without recourse to professional
prices.

The almost ubiquitous digital camera
has opened up this area to almost anyone.
It is interesting to note that most SOHO

The real highlight of
I0HP is the amount of work you can do to
the presentation “on-the-fly". This is
difficult to demonstrate but the amount
of control you have over the presentation
at any time, so that you can alter or fine
tune a particular frame, presentation or
move from one frame to the next gives
you enormous flexibility. The only
real downfall in this area is that the
choice of background colour is applied
universally to all slides instead of just
the one selected. Of course you can
set the backgrounds of each slide
individually but it would be nice to be
able to select individual slides and apply
the background colour locally to that
slide.

[ tried, as with all review software, to
push it to the limits and beyond. I was a
little surprised to find that !ArtWorks files
were not supported by the software - not
that it claims to support them. It is
possible to save an ArtWorks file as a
drawfile so that solves that particular
problem.

Another feature of IOHP I particularly
liked was the degree of Object Linking
and Embedding employed between the
main program and the imported object. |
suppose this is a function of the fact that
the main /OHP program stores the
location of the file and not the actual file.
In practice it means that if, for example,
you load a drawfile and a background
from a clip-art collection - I used one
from the Click Art collection - and it does
not fit the frame exactly you can choose
to edit the original, in [Draw, which is
then saved into /OHP.

A little experimentation is required to
get the ratios right but it not difficult.
This method of OLE is invoked by
Control + double-clicking the object you
wish to edit. I did manage to crash the

Selected sideis):
ProjectorX

program by trying this method with
JPEGs but at this point T was really
pushing the program beyond its limits.
The problem was caused by !OHP not
having “seen” a program to open up the
JPEG in - something like /ChangeFSI on
the iconbar means no crashes.

So, to the bottom line. /OHP is an
excellent presentation program, well
presented, easy to use, versatile and it
would make a good starting point for
anyone requiring this type of software. It
does not set out to be true multimedia for
which it would require support for
animation, moving pictures and sound. If
that is your requirement then you need to
look elsewhere.

However, you need to think very
carefully about your initial requirements -
too many presentations are not effective

because they include too much
information and contain too many
unnecessary distractions. AU
To be effective keep it simple.
- : 3
Product details
Product: !OHP
Price: 229 95 (inc) on CD-ROM
Supplier: Spacetech Ltd, 1 The
Courtyard, Southwell
Business Park, Portland,
Dorset DT5 2JS
Tel: 01305 822753
Fax: 01305 860483
E-mail:  sales@spacetech.co.uk
LWeb: www.spacetech.co.uk )
4 ; ¥
Product details
Product: Task Force Clip Art
Price: £29.95 plus £3 p&p
Supplier: Akalat Publishing, PO Box
231, Barton, Bedford MK45
4HQ
Telffax: 01582 881614
E-mail:  akalat@kbnet.co.uk
\ v
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3.5" IDE Hard Discs

Drive  Plus i/face
£81

£39
£87

£49

£59 £107

£65 £112

£72 £119

£93 £140

£97 £144
£101 £148
£114 £161
£119 £166
£127 £174
£141 £188
10 Gb £167 £214
12.4 Gb £193 £240

'Plus i/face’ price includes an
APDL fast IDE interface.

Part-exchan%e available if
;;ou need a bigger drive.
lease phone for prices.

2.5" IDE Hard Discs

A3020
£36
£49
£56
£63
£72
£79
£84
£94
£99

£120

210 Mb
420 Mb
540 Mb
850 Mb
1.1Gb
21Gb
25Gb
3.2Gb
4.2 Gb
51Gb
6.3 Gb
8.2Gb

30 Mb
60 Mb
80 Mb
120 Mb
170 Mb
210 Mb
250 Mb
330 Mb
420 Mb
512 Mb
800 Mb
2.1Gb
A3010/3000 includes APDL IDE
interface, A3020 includes fitting kit

SCSI Hard Discs

210 Mb
420 Mb  h/h
540 Mb
1Gb
42Gb h/
4.2 Gb £175
87Gb h/h £299

‘h/h' indicates half-height approx
P inches high, others are 1" high.

IDE CD ROM drives

Drive with all cables and drivers
Jor RO 3.6+ where required
24x £47
36x £49
Drive including APDL IDE interface
24x £94
36x £96

£55
£68
£79
£159

External
Drive in case with power supply and
including an APDL IDE interface.
Probably the best way to fita CD to a
pre- RISC-PC machine.
24x £151
36x £155

CD ROM driver software
Works with most ATAPI CDs includin
Goldstar, Hitachi, Lite-on, Mitsumi, Sony,
Panasonic, Samsung, Pioneer, Toshiba
Sanyo, NEC, etc. Includes CDFS so can
be used with RISC-OS 3.5. Intended fo
the RPC but can be used with an A5000.

Only £8 or £7 with a drive

RiscPC and A7000 RAM
8 Mb £8
16 Mb £29
32 Mb £56
32 Mb High Clearance £63
64 Mb Jfrom £97
128 Mb from £179
2Mb VRAM £69
1 Mb to 2 Mb exchange  £47

Datafile PD CDs

Various games
Emotions  (RPC only)
Flying High (RPC only)
Fire and Ice (not S/Arm)
Hero Quest (not S/Arm)
Quest for Gold
Starfighter 3000
Revelation (not RPC)

14.9:
£14.95
£8.50
£7.50
£6.00
£10.00
£3.50

Public Domain, Shareware and other low cost hardware and software for Acorn computers
o

o ™ @J 0 »
rmm-m i % @ @ l 2 Vairsiaceld) ‘” msDa’rc_xﬁle

¥
e iy BO
—W,}—— &»Iwumn

Prices include VAT and UK carriage except hard drives add £5 for internal drives, £8 external

This is only a fraction of what we have available. We also have thousands of discs PD and Shareware and around 500 discs. of
Acorn format clip art. For a full catalogue on 800K or 1.6Mb disc please send 50p or two 1st class stamps or see our web site.

APDL, 39 Knighton Park Road, Sydenham, London SE26 5RN W)
Phone: 01817782659  Fax: 0181 4880487  www.apdl.co..uk/ e

| APDL Public Domain, Clip Art and other CDs
APDL. PD-1 oo e e vy Y £12.80
APDL PD-2 " e 000 music fles and more tha 550 digitsed sound samples, 0Ny £12.50
DTP"1 and DT P_2 Each have over S00Mb of clip art files, all ready to use in Acorn

Draw, Sprite or Artworks format. Ideal for use in education. only 29'90 each
DTP-3

The third highly acclaimed APDL clip art CD. More than 720Mb of material. Great onl £1 7.50
for schools or anyone who needs a huge collection of clip art at a sensible price. y =

DTP-1 plus DTP-2 plus DTP-3, just £34.50

Our new clip art CD. Over 12,000 clip art files, plus more than 400 Artworks files and
170 high quality colour pictures. All catalogued and complete with thumbnail images

A collection of twenty of the best PD games of all types. Ready to run direct
from the CD on almost any machine. Hours of fun for an unbeatable price.

DTP-4 only £19.50

only £7.90
only £7.90

only £7.90

£16.50
Ten for just £79

only £9.90

only £9.90
new low price

£14.95

New version now has eight games. AlfaXL5, Pharoahs Secret Tombs,
Last Cybermoch, Sea Trek, Caves of Confusion, Robocatch, and two  £.16.50
new additions, Gold Run and Jewels of Jezabar. Also available on disc.

APDL ideA fast IDE interface
* No complicated setting up. It's self-configuring so just plug it in!
* Uses DMA (Direct Memory Access) on Risc PC. More than twice as fast as the
built in IDE interface or others which don't use DMA.
* Includes CDFS and ATAPI CD drivers for many popular CD ROMs.
* Four devices, any combination of CDs and hard drives,
* Up 1o 8 partitions, so you can have large drives on pre RO 3.6 machines
* Software in flash EEPROM for easy update with VProtect for earlier machines.
* Can use DOS formatted drives or removable discs.
* Supports the new range of Syquest SparQ low cost 1Gb removable drives.
+ Connectors are available for external drives or CD ROMs
» Fits A310, A400, A5000, A540, A7000 and any RiscPC.
All these features for the incredibly low price of just £52
A version for the A3000, A4000, A3010 or A3020 is available with all the
above features. Supports two internal and two external devices - £67

Games CD 1
Games CD 2

Fantasy Pictures
Education
Redosrces

Our Games Collection No. 1 CD was so popular we've done it again.
Another twenty of the best best games at a real budget price.

By request from our customers, the pictures from the Fantasy section
of the APDL catalogue. Lots of Sword 'n Sorcery pics and many others

A CD from APDL especially for schools. Has all the things we
know you want, More than 5,000 Acorn format clip art images,
hundreds of e-texts, over 300 popular and useful programs. ...

Pictures, databases, information on stars, planets, moons, space
missions, etc. etc. A huge amount of data at a realistic price,

Earth in Space
Geographical database with a huge variety of data and statistics
Ea rthData on every country in the world. Simple menu-based interface

t s Have you got what it takes to become a Wizard? 100 levels of
lea rd Apprentlce this great game with superb graphics and sound. RISC-PC only

Generation Design

collection

General software

Faster PC - £20 The alternative XT PC
emulator. Works on any model with 2Mb
RAM from an A3000 to a Strong ARM RPC

PowerBase - £15 Popular extremel
powerful but very easy to use database. Wit
examples, tutorials and printed manuals
Better than most products costing man
times the price. Does everything that 99% of
database users will ever need.

MenuBar - £15 The very best pull-dow
menu system. An absolute essential for an
hard disc user. You can switch between up tg
30 different menu bars. Incredibly easy to set
up, add items to menus, move them, etc,

Tiger - £15  Lets you use very long
descriptive filenames. Unlike some products
this is very robust as it works in parallel wit
the filer so can't corrupt discs.

WorkTop - £15 Switch between up to 30
different environments with a single mouse
click. Stars the tasks you require, opens
directories, loads files, changes screen mode
Just like moving to another computer. A
essential productivity tool.

Joy Connect jostick podule

Works with most games. Podule with one
Joystick £42 Extra joysticks £6 each.

Connect 32 fast SCSI

We have a limited number of these very fast
interfaces (up to 7.5 Mb/sec) at only £109

Data Safe - A new concept in backup and data security

A new idea from APDL, Data Safe consists of an external case to hold a 3.5" IDE
hard drive, connected to your machine's printer port. This gives a large capacity
portable drive, movable between machines and locations. Ideal for backup, secure
data storage and transport. The filer has all the features of our ideA card so you
can partition drives, password protect partitions, etc. Great for schools. Supply
your own drive or we'll fit one for you.

Data Safe Super has the drive fitted in a removable drawer. You can fit a similar
drawer to your Rise PC (best if you use our IDE card) and then just ulgplug the
drive from the RPC and transfer data to another machine using the Data Safe.

Prices start at £104 or with a 3.2Gb drive from just £199

Syquest SparQ 1Gb removable drive
The 1Gb SparQ drive is the ideal solution for backing up larger hard dri
where old technology like a Zip drive just isn't realistic. Big enough to hol
lot of data, and with our interface, faster than a built-in hard drive on a RiscPC
50 you can use it as an extra hard disc. Discs are much cheaper than anything
of comparable size, just £29. The drive can be fitted in a 314" or 5%4" drive bay.
SparQ internal IDE drive with APDL fast IDE interface just £199

NEW - APDL printer port Syquest drive

At last, you can now have a 1Gb Syquest SparQ printer port drive at a realistid
price. It isn't as fast as the IDE version but you can fit it to any machine with
bi-directional printer port (ie. anything with a hi-density floppy drive) and
move it between machines. With Acorn and DOS driver software. just £199

ACE 586 PC cards

Available with 128K cache from just £199 or 512K cache from £299, We ca
offer a trade in against your old card, which makes it even cheaper. Good
performance for Windows at a sensible APDL price.




Mark Moxon
continues his series
on RISC OS Java

programming with a look

at parameters, menus
and dialogue boxes

wmcome back to our Java tutorial,
where things are really beginning
to cook. Before leaping into the subject of
adding menus to our windows, let's take a
look at how to interact further with
HTML. ]

Passing parameters

One of the most effective ways of
interacting easily between our Java
programs and HTML is to pass parameters
from HTML to our applets. This means we
can use the same code to perform
different actions, depending on the
HTML that calls that code.

Parameter passing is very simple. First

we must decide on the names of the
parameters we will be passing, and then
use Java’s getParameter() method to read
the value of the parameter that’s been
passed from HTML. The argument to
getParameter() is simply the name of the
parameter, which must be exactly the
same as the definition in the HTML file.
Take a look at the Java program
ExlI5/java on the cover disc: this applet
looks up the values of four parameters
passed from HTML under the names
optionl, option2, option3 and
option4, and these are instantly
added to a choice list. When one of
these options is chosen, the
relevant wvalue of parameters
responsel, response2, responsed
or responsed is displayed.
The HTML code to pass
parameters to these values is
very simple, and two examples
are shown in the HTML file
index/html. To save you
searching through a long
HTML file for the code, here
is the first example of HTML
parameter passing:

<P><APPLET
CODE="Ex15.class"” WIDTH=500
HEIGHT=70>

<PARAM NAME=optionl
VALUE=“The Beatles”>
<PARAM NAME=responsel

VALUE="Revolver, Sgt
Pepper, White Album”>

<PARAM NAME=option2
VALUE="Nirvana">

<PARAM NAME=response2

and

VALUE="Bleach, Nevermind, In
Utero”>

<PARAM NAME=option3 VALUE="REM">

<PARAM NAME=response3l
VALUE="Document, Green, Monster”>

<PARAM NAME=option4 VALUE="Billy
Bragg">

<PARARM NRME=responses
VALUE=“Worker's Playtime, William
Blake">

<P>[Unfortunately you cannot run
Java if you would like to see the
output of this applet, please use a
browser which is Java-aware.]

</APPLET>

The PARAM tag is used to define a
parameter’s value, with the parameter’s
name given in the NAME attribute and
the value in the VALUE attribute. Note
that the PARAM tag is separate from the
APPLET tag, it isn't part of APPLET.

Parameter passing can save you a lot of
time. In our example - check out the
‘Parameter passing’ section of index/html
in your browser - we have two choice
lists with totally different entries and
responses, and there's nothing to stop you
passing more useful information like
URLs or personalised information to your
Java applet to make its display even more
tailored to its context.

Creating menus

One of the major reasons for defining
windows rather than just using the
applet’s space in our browser is so we can
use menus. As an Acorn user you might
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CD-ROM Drives
36x speed drive. £65.00

our disc, 8x speed, Auto-changer drive. £75.00

§4xrsp:ed, Pargllel Port drive. : £159.00 DV D' RAM D RIVE

Four disc, 8x speed, Pflrallel Port, Auto-changer drive. £159.00 An impressive, state-of-the-art, multi-

:g: :::::' IEI;tt::T‘ZII m :ﬁg%% function DVD and Compact Disc device_, is
CD-ROM Towers now available for the Acorn platform with

36x speed, Six drives. £920.00 the Eesox DVD-RAM drive. This drive uses

36x speed, Four drives. £720.00 rewriteable DVD-RAM cartridges with a

CD-ROM Recorders capacity of either 5.2GB or 2.6GB. With

2x speed writer, Internal drive. £220.00 cartridges costing 0.5 pence per Megabyte,

Zx speed writer, External drive. £305.00 this drive is essential for anyone who needs

i 1285 1arg0 amounts of storage, and t 1 an dea

4x speed writer, Internal drive, Eesox 'Fast' SCSI Card. £349.00 device for backing up your data.

4x speed writer, External drive, Eesox 'Fast' SCSI Card. £399.00

Blank CORs, Box of ten. £9.00 The DVD-RAM drive is a fast and reliable

Blank CDRW £9.99 storage device using the latest DVD
Graphic Tablets technology. The drive uses a SCSI interface

Artpad, Two button stylus. £159.00
A5 Tablet, Three buttan stylus, Puck. Eig0001 1 or.maximum performance and easy.

SIOX

&

A4 Tablet, Three button stylus, Puck. gp090p  connectivity and is extremely simple to
A3 Tablet, Two hutton stylus, Holder, Puck. £399.00 install and use.
A2 Tablet, Two button stylus, Holder, Puck. £799.00
CDBrick
CDBrick, 10 GD-ROM capacity. £979.00
CDBrick, 22 CD-ROM capacity. £1479,00

CDBrick, 44 CD-ROM capacity. £1999.00
DVD RAM
DVD RAM, Internal drive. £420.00
DVD RAM, External drive. £470.00 e ?
DVD Media 5.2 £22.95 L e _
Miscellaneous R ———
Eesox 'Fast' SCSI Card. £125.00 Includes 5.2GB DVD-RAM cartrldge

Sox ROM. £35.00 Prices exclude V.A.T and camriage.

Telephone : (01954208208 =d =8 [@]@

Century House, 1st Floor, Market Street,
Swavesey. Cambridgeshire CB4 5QG

Archive contains...

* Hints & tips . T ; :
To: Archive Publications, |18 Mile End Road, Norwich, NR4 7QY.
» Articles for learners Phone: 01603-441777 Fax: 460736 Email: paul@archivemag.co.uk
A ; : Please send me the next two issues of Archive FREE OF CHARGE on the
Information for the more technical understanding that (a) | have not subscribed to Archive before, (b) | have not
' ken advantage of any other such free trial offer; and (c) if | do decide to
* Readers’' comment i gaisl
> take out a subscription (£25 in UK, £30 Europe, £38 elsewhere), these two
» Over 50000 words per issue magazines will be the first of the twelve issues for which | will be paying.
; Name:
* Over 70 pages of articles
Address:
Send [
end no money — just
sén d yo u v ad d ress, Or email your address to: Paul Beverley, paul@archivemag.co.uk




think that this is a strange restriction -
after all, surely you could simply click
Menu over the applet's workspace to get
up a menu? - but remember that other
machines don't have the luxury of
context-sensitive buttons. Instead they
use menu-bars along the top of a window,
and Java is no exception.

Well, that's the theory: when Java
programmers talk about menu systems
they talk about menu-bars, which consist
of collections of menus, each of which is
made up of menu items. But in RISC OS
the menu-bar is actually displayed as
a menu that pops up when you click
Menu over over an applet’s window, so
we don’t have to worry about being stuck
with menu-bars, thank goodness.

Still, the terminology sticks: we still
have to talk about menu-bars and menus
when we mean the main menu and its
submenus, but Java's menu system is so
easy to set up it’s a small concern. Let's
take a look at how to set up a menu
system over the window we defined last
month: the new code is shown in
Ex16/java, ‘

For our menu window we define a
class MWindow which is based on the
code for last month’'s Window class. We
could always have defined MWindow as
a class that extended Window, but it's
instructive to have all the code in
one place, so we have to define a
class with a different name to before, to
avoid over-writing the Windows/class file
from last time.

MWindow starts off in the same way
as Window, with the creation of two

& e

"~ Fresco: Life, e universe and Java _

© 2 o srsessn

menuBarl menul
Java App. o
Country I ﬁ Switzerland | menultemll
Altributes I»| ==y Australia menulteml2
India menulteml3
menu2
—> v Hot weather menultem2l
v Large mountains |menultem?22
v Western culture  |menuItem23
v Scuba diving menultem?24 menul
. Group
Group L ﬁ Clear all | menuItem31
Tickall | menuItem32

Figure I: The layout for the menu system in Ex16/java

panels of buttons on a grid, but then we
get right into the menu code. All our
menu  objects are declared as fields
before the constructor definition using a
number of special menu classes,
depending on how the objects fit into our
menu structure.

Take a look at Figure I, which describes
the menu structure we want. We want
one menu-bar in the window, so we
define an object menuBarl of the class
MenuBar; this will, of course, appear as
our first menu, despite it being a ‘menu-
bar’. Each entry in this menu has to be a
menu, in this case menul and menu?2
which are objects of the class Menu.

Menul contains three normal items,
which are objects of the Menultem

UAL [Fle/ADFS - HardDiso4/$/Attices/Acorn User/Javas Disc/ndex2 tm

| Parameter passing

| This is what the exanple applet demonstrating peraneter passing produces when ncluded in oo
i HTML page with two different sets of parmeters passed 10 it from HTML:

IBWan ﬂmnm)«m‘mmu
Iom ﬂawwﬂmrn’thmmay

| Menus

This is what the exsmple spplet demonstrating menus produces when included in on HIML page:

Cpan window,
Cioia window|

Dialogue boxes

5| This ts wht the example applet demonstrating dialogue boxes produce

Parameter passing, menus and dialogue boxes as shown by Fresco and Acorn’s JVM

class. They are called menultemll,
menulteml12 and menultem13 to
denote that they are the first, second and
third items in menul, Similarly menu2
contains menultem21, menultem22,
menultem23 and menultem24, but this
time we want them to be tickable items,
so they are defined as objects of the class
CheckboxMenultem. Finally menu3
contains two normal items, menultem31
and menultem32. Put all these together
and you end up with the declaration
statements in Ex16/java.

Defining each of the menu
components is, as per usual, done using
constructor methods. Each normal menu
item, like menultem11, is defined using
new Menultem(), where the argument is
the text of the menu item. The four
tickable items are defined using new
CheckboxMenultem(), with the
argument again giving the text of the
item.

The menus themselves are defined
using new Menu(), where the argument
is the title of the menu (and therefore the
text that will appear in any menus of
which this is a submenu). We can then
add items to this menu using the normal
add() method, so for example
menu3.add(menultem32) means add
the menu item menultem32 (defined as
‘Tick all’) to the menu3. We can insert a
separator line in a menu using the
addSeparator() method (which takes no
argument); you can see the effect of this
in menuZ2.

Submenus can be constructed by
simply adding a menu to another menu
as if it was a menu item, just by using the
add() method. We do this in the line
menu2.add(menu3) which adds menu3
onto the end of menuZ2, thus creating a
submenu.

The menu-bar menuBarl is then
defined using new MenuBar() with no
argument (menu-bars can't have titles,
so Acorn's JVM titles it ‘Java App’). The
two menus that appear in the bar, menul
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and menu2, are added using -
guessed it - the add() method.

The final part of our menu creation is
to attach our menu-bar to our window
using the Frame class's setMenuBar()
method, which takes the menu-bar as its
argument. Now the menus will be
displayed and dealt with automatically by
our JVM although you might notice that
Acorn’s version truncates some menu
titles, such as ‘Attributes’ to ‘Attribut’ in
our example (another little bug,
unfortunately).

Reacting to menu choices

When a menu item is chosen by the user,
it produces an event that can be caught
with our normal action() method, and all
we need to do is to check the value of
e.target to see which menu item was
chosen. Our JVM will automatically take
care of ticking or clearing tickable items,
and even Kkeeps menus open or
us if the user chooses an item with Adjust.

However, if we want to read the value
of our tickable items, or change the
appearance of the menu depending on
choices made elsewhere by the user, we
have to use a couple of methods that you
might have spotted from our previous
examples for panels. The two methods
getState() andsetState() can be used to
manipulate radio buttons, check boxes
and tickable menu items, the first one
returning the current state of the object,
and the second one setting the state of
the object according to its boolean
argument.

In Exl6/java we make extensive use of
both methods to ensure that (a) when the
user changes the state of any of the

you
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window's check boxes we also change the
state of the tickable menu items, and (b)
vice-versa, so choosing one of the tickable
menu items sets the state of the check
boxes in the window. I could have done
the same for the countries in the menu,
but to demonstrate normal menu items
I've left them as untickable: choosing one
of them, however, needs to alter the state
of the window's icons, so we use
setState() to do this, as we also do when
the user chooses either of the ‘all' options
from the Group submenu.

Dialogue boxes

We've just got space to talk about
dialogue boxes, which are really only
windows that can be used either for
input, or to get confirmation from the
user before taking an action, for example.
One word of warning: dialogue boxes are
not the most well-implemented of
features in a number of JVMs, and in
particular there is one area that Acorn’s
JVM doesn’t do well, and that's modality.

If a dialogue box is modal it
should grab every input from the user
when it pops up, and shouldn't go
away until it is satisfied: an example
would be putting up an OK/Cancel
box which would freeze everything until
the user clicked on one of the options. In
fact modality is pretty much the raison
d'étre for the existence of dialogue boxes,
so it's a shame that Acorn’s JVM ignores
the modality flag and lets the user do
what he or she likes when the dialogue is
on screen.

However, they're worth learning
about, as they're still useful for putting up
windows that want a response. Dialogue

boxes, like windows, should
be defined by classes that extend the
default class: windows should extend the

Frame class, and dialogue boxes
should extend the Dialog class.
Notice the spelling: as Java is

American, dialogue boxes are don’t have
the ‘ue’ at the end in code (in the same
way that you ‘center’ components in a

wmdow and change the ‘color’ in HTML).

fine a constructor for dialogue
lling the super() method, as
ut this time with three
amely the frame to which
ox is attached, the
nd a boolean flag to
er the box is modal
scussed, I wouldn't rely
ality of the window
ifference).
program, ExI7/java, puts
sue box to get some facts
r about an apple, and then
t to the text field in the main
Although the program should be
airly easy to follow, it's worth pointing
out a few things. The first is that, to get
around the modality shortcoming, we
need to be a little clever when the OK
button is clicked.

We want to be able to send text to the
text field when the OK button is clicked,
and the initial reaction would be to make
the text the returned result of a
function, so the DWindow class can put
the text in the field; however the OK
button click is processed in the action()
method which we can't play around
with for fear of screwing up Java's event
handling system, so instead we could
try to put the text directly into the
text field.

However, if we simply try to use
setText() on the text field, we’ll get an
error at compile time because the text
field isn’t directly accessible from
BDialog (the text field, textl, is a
field of DWindow, not BDialog). The
solution is to pass the text field
object as an argument to the BDialog
constructor, where a field in BDialog,

result, is made to refer to the text
field by result = t. Now we can set the
text in the text field wusing

result.setText().

The second important part is the final
method, getDescription(), which returns
an object of type String. We haven't
touched on strings yet, but we'll look at
them next month; if you've come across
strings in C, though, it shouldn’t be too
confusing.

Next month

Programming languages need to be
able to interface with the mouse and
the keyboard, and Java is no exception.
Next month we unleash the power of
input, among other thrilling

subjects. Don’t miss out! AU
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Recognition of OvationPro Styles. Including
SmallCaps and Title Caps

'‘Best Fit' of text sizes giving clearer presentation
on the Internet

TML

Pro to HTML Converter

Full colour support for CMYK, RGB and HSV at
any tint level

Full Acorn graphic support and conversion to
Internet graphics

Links Database with definable link colours

Ovation
Multiple site support

Internet GIF import filter for OvationPro
HTMLPro
single user licence £40
£60
£65
business site licence £70
P& UK £1.50, 15U £2.50, Other Counries £

primary school licene
secondary school licence

LEVEN

e Ovation Pro and HI'MLPro
7o g single user licene

€175

P&P UK £6, Overseas is charged at cost

Freephone 0500 121 242
Email soltware @leyens.co.uk
Web www.levens.co.uk/software

Kable House, Amber Drive, Langley MIII,

prressing thie right buttons

;allerable by
fing with the mouse

5t changes made to
atterns

ng playback
S I8 any MIDI
interface, including
parallel and serial
Up to 192 MIDI channels
and no track limit
« Frea demo disc available

Please call
for more
information
on any new
Phoebe/
Phoenix
launch
details

We supply a range of CCD

and laser bar code scanners

and include with these our
{BarReader driver software ST
which allows bar codes to control
most desktop software.

Further information is available.
Complete systems from £193.88

liyama S702GT (17") — £279.00
ilyama 400 (17") - £316.00
iiyama Pro 400 (17") - £363.00
iiyama 17ES (17") - £420.00
iiyama 450 (19°) - £478.90
fliyama Pro 450 (19") — £521.20
i - £769.00

ilyama Pro 502 (21") — £799.00

liyama Pro-Lite 36 14.1" LCD - £685.75
ilyama Pro-Lite 38 15" LCD - £908.90
liyama Pro-Lite 46 18" LCD - £2475.00
PC cards:

5xB86-133, 512K cache & PC Pro - £360,00
PC Pro2- £38.95

PC Sound Pro — £29.50

Psion Series 5

8Mb, with PC connection kit - £395.00
8Mb, SPECIAL EDITION - E445.00
Parallel link - £34.95

PsiRisc link— £Call

Memory Upgrades
Please call to check current prices.

Other upgrades are available.
A30001-4 Mb—- £64.60

Recent/New Releases

Abuse - £25.00
Descent CDs - £30.00
Heroes of Might and Magic 2 - £35.00

Heretic & Hexen CD - £32.00
OHP CD (Spacetech) — £28.95

Photodesk 3 — £279.95

Sunburst - £12.50
Syndicate Plus CD — £28.00

&S TDK.

Discs (example 10x white discs — £4.60, 50x black discs — £16,59,
5x HD red/blue/green/white discs - £2.49)
Batteries (e.g. 4x AA Xtra alkaline - £2.20, 1x 9V alkaline — £1.84)
Audio & Video Tapes — EVarious
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A30101-4 Mb~- £69.30
A3020/A4000 2-4 Mb - £52.80
A5000 2-4 Mb - £69.30

A300, 400, 5000 4-8 Mb - £128.00
Risc PC/A7000 SIMMs:

Call for EDO SIMM prices

4Mb- £6,00

8Mb - £10.00

16Mb -~ £33.95

32Mb (not original RPCs) - £73.50
32Mb (high clearance) - £73.50
64Mb - £122.00

128Mb - £Call

1Mb VRAM - £49.00

1-2Mb VRAM swap — £55.00
2Mb VRAM - £92.80

Music & Sound Section

Please call for other musical items
MID! interfaces:

DMI 50 dual MID! card (2x2) - £149,95
XG upgrade for DMI 50 - £151.95
16-bit sampler for DMI 50 - £87.95
MIDI Max Ilinternal 1x1x1 - £92.75
Parallel Port 1x1x1 - £89.20

Synth 8 or Basic Synth - £46,95
Synth Plus - £58.65

Music & Sound Prog. Guide ~ £16.95

Our bar coding

software produces

Draw files of the

following formats: EAN 8,
EAN 13, UPC A, ISBN, ISSN,
Code 39 (Normal and Full
ASCIl), Telepen and Binary.

Further information is available.
|BarCoder — £69.33

Computer Systems

Risc PC 4+0Mb 1.7Gb HD - £911.00

Risc PC 4+0Mb 1.2Gb HD, 8x CD — £939.00
Risc PC 8+2Mb 1.7Gb HD, 24x CD - £1029.00
J233 Risc PC 32+2Mb 2,1Gb, 24x CD ~ £1239.00
“Web Wizard" - as J233, with speakers,
Easiwriter Pro and 33.6K modem — £1265,00
A7000+ 8Mb, 2Gb HD - £720.00

“Peak Performer” = A7000+, 32x CD, 14"
monitor & software pack— £875.00
“Sprinter” NC system ~ 10baseT, 16Mb,
14" monitor, keyboard & mouse — £445.30

Monitors

(Either bought with computer or separately):
iiyama 350 (157) — £169.00

Other hardware:

Sound Byte Recorder - £57.50
Yamaha YST-M7 speakers - £43.00
YST-M20 DSP speakers = £65.00
YST-M100 speakers — £Call
YST-MS25 speakers & subw.~ £79.00
YST-M100- £Call

YST-MSWS5 subwoofer— £59.00
YST-MSW10 subwoofer - £89.00

Other software:

MediaPack ~ £23.95

MIDI Support— £18.50
Prosound - £116.95

Rhapsody 4 - £94.95

Junior Sibelius ~ £49.00
Sibelius 6 - £99.95

Sibelius 7 Student ~ £319.85
Sibelius 7 - £625.00

Sibelius for Windows is available
Optical Manuscript - £259.00
Sound module serial driver - £37.95
Studiosound - £116.95

Other Hardware

Hard drives & kits-  £Call

Risc PC second slice - £116.30

RPC second slice (no PSU)- £90.00
StrongARM upgrade — £275.00

Other Software

ANT Internet Suite 2 - £112.00
Brutal Horse Power — £26.00
DataPower 2 - £165.00

Doom+ CDs — £32.50

Empire Soccer 894 - £22.00
Impression Style - £88.00
Impression Publisher - £135.00
Inferno~ £9.50

iXRC - £14.99

Ovation Pro - £174.50
Personal Accounts 3 — £43.00
Photodesk Light — £125.00
Prophet 3 - £160.00

Schema 2 - £116.00

Textease - £54,50

Books & Manuals
BBEC BASIC Manual- £21.85
RISC OS 3 PRM - £104.00
RISC 0S 3 PAM V5a— £32.75
The Tekkie CD - £45.00

Catalogue
Our free catalogue contains cver 2000
items. Please ask for a copy.

Tel: 01592 592265 Fax: 01592 596102 We will attempt to match or beat any advertised price — even special offers.

emall: Liguid@cableinet.co.uk
hitp:/iwww.cybervillage.co.uk/acorn/liquid/

All'prices INCLUDE VAT & UK cartiage

Official orders and callers welcome. Finance avallable




L ast issue’s article proposed that people
don’t appear to think like computers,
a theory that still holds true a month
later. With an understanding of linked
databases under our belt this month we're
going to look at using Action scripts to
present the data in those databases.

The overall look of !/Impact-3 blends
with the RISC OS desktop. Sometimes,
however, we would like to present the
data in a specific way and another
application can be used to do this.

Csv

Before considering Action scripts I need to
mention a fundamentally important data
export method, the CSV file (Comma
Separated Value file). This is the lowest
common denominator of data handling.
In Impact-3 use the Import’ and ‘Export’
icons (green arrows pointing to and
away from white cards) to deal with CSV
files.

Each line of a CSV file is one ‘record’,
each ‘field’ is separated by a comma, and
text data is usually enclosed in double
quotes. Other databases and spreadsheets
can normally understand CSV format
files, the user can read them directly using
a text editor, and they can be used by
applications on non-Acorn computers.

Impact-3 imports CSV files using a
Field Map to put each datum from the file
in the right database field. Even if data is
not in CSV format it can sometimes be
altered to work.

Every week I receive an e-mail listing
hits on web pages. Edit's search and
replace facility quickly converts this into
CSV format, which is imported into my
mpact-3 database of web statistics for
storage and analysis.

Data output to screen

On screen data display is via an /Impact-3
Card, or its Table Display. Each line of the
Table Display is a record and each column
a field as defined by a Field Map. Clicking
on a table row shows the record in the
Card. Using the Table Display can make
retrieving the required record easier
than using a search for some kinds of

Addresses

Brian O’Carroll continues his trip through
the urban data jungle using a shield of
lImpact-3 to ward off inaccessible data, while
Alex takes tea at the ‘White’ house.

database. For this reason, the most useful
Action script you'll ever need is the one
that displays the Table listing all records
in the database. The script for it is
typically...

Index “BySurname”;

Filter;

Fields “QuickView";

Table “All records in “+DataName();

@ BySurname and QuickView are the
names of an Index and a Field Map
already defined.

@ Filter, used without any name after it,
turns off any active filter ensuring that
all the records are included in the
Table Display.

@ DataName() supplies the name of the
database in which the Action script
resides.

The QuickView Field Map will typically
contain name and telephone number
only, the rest of the record can be seen by
clicking on the table entry required.

An alternative to the Filter is the
TempFilter command. This does not
require the Filter to be defined as the
Index and Field maps must be. Instead the

Empty fields
Fax and Emall

S—
vy

“Williamn Smith’,218 Crescent Drive\nPetswood\nkent','PE3 5YH','1478 860363,

G Wav A aTHa Afldrtien LD 786

The first record appears on the top line of an exported CSV file.

condition for including each record in the
Table Display is given in the Action script.
For example, inserting...

TempFilter “Len(name) > 07;

...instead of the Filter command will
cause the table to display only records
which do not have a blank name field -
where its length is more than zero.

The Table Display can really come into
its own when used to list records in one
database that are linked to a single record
in another.

For a ready-made example of this look
at the sample databases that come with
/Impact-3, in the ‘Addresses’ database. On
the ‘Main’ card there is an Action button
labelled “More..."”, select-clicking on
which opens a window of Action buttons.
Select-clicking on “List Videos” displays a
Table listing the records in "Videos' which
are linked to the current record in the
‘Address’ database - this is a list of the
videos currently hired out by that person.
The script looks like this...

Filter Videos:”HiredTo";

Index Videos:”DateHired”;

Fields Videos:"HireList";

Table Videos:”Videos hired to “ +
Name;

Compare this to my first listing and you
will see the use of Videos: in instructions
enables this Action script to control a
database other than the one in which it
resides. Many Action commands can be
prefixed in this way.

The definition in "Videos' for the filter
HiredTo is...

name == Address:Name
...which could have been written directly
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| Impact-3)

in the Action script above as...

TempFilter Videos:”name ==
Address:Name";

Selecting a record in this table displays
them in the Video's database card, if it is
visible.

There are many other Action buttons
in the example databases and all you have
to do to look at their scripts is to adjust-
click on their Action button. The scripts
are full of comments to help you
understand how they work and no-one is
going to mind if you fiddle around with,
break, mend, or improve them.

Don't forget to put comments in your
own scripts. Months later you'll want to
change them but will not have a clue why
some of them are written the way they are
unless you've left a note for yourself.

Printing

Getting data out of a database is often

done with the intention of printing it -

on paper, to a file, or perhaps to /ArcFax.

It also means using desktop publishing

(DTP) software, as a method of setting out

how the data is presented. For !/Impact-3

this is done via /OvationPro or Impression,
both of which are explicitly supported.

Using DTP software to present data
started with the ‘Mail Merge’, a process
that went something like this:

@ Create a letter with marked spaces left
for the name and address of the
recipient, perhaps as a DTP document

@® Create a list of names and addresses,
perhaps as a CSV file

@® Put these two lists through the ‘Mail
Merge’ software

@ Out of the printer would pop a pile of
the given letters names and addresses
inserted in the marked spaces as per
the second list.

This process was (and still can be)
handled by the DTP software itself.

The ‘Merge’ idea, now also referred to
as ‘Data Merge' or ‘Report Merge', covers
many situations where data from one
source is inserted into a document. The
process can be controlled by !/Impact-3,
which is very convenient, especially for
often repeated reports, and can be used to

Workflow

l'introduced Workflow last month as an idea

to focus on to get limpact-3 doing things

for you. Several things Alex does
contribute to Workflow...

@ Parts Cost: The Notes field is updated to
record parts as they are used for a job
so that a part does not get forgotten.
This is is then used to make the invoice
— it does two jobs in one.

® Invoiced flag: This crucial indicator will
ensure that each customer gets at least
one invoice.

@ Date work completed: This enables the
‘Jobs' database to be listed according to

Acorn User April 1999

http://www.acornuser.com/

Makes Print’ marge and
print all records in cutrent
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[ : 10 OvalionPro,_Printer. Laser

@ Sngle ) Mutple  Document| OPLetor | HHfEZ.

Save new documents hero
Documents menu

Click nefe 1o open lower bit of diclogue box

Cancel| Test | Coar | Fux | Priv |

cunent document

Action script:DocPrint
Actien scriptDocMerge

Commands
Command| impact Suppliers Calc Recdrd() 1 %1.21 |5l Fetch 3
e 7 T Rocord  + Easy way of creating
Drag thisboxtodocumént| | Makesa'Test' | Table B calulation merge commands
1o Insert merge command merge permanen —
ordrage afieidflomthe) | Action scipt. DocFix W - "..m Exprossion :
tecord icard Undoes a Test merge " o v i [ Record() | ok
Does a metge for the Prints the merged Format b
current record In the

versicn of the current docurment

The dialogue box accessed via the /Impression or /OvationPro icons which
enables documents to be stored within the database for convenience and
merge tags to be easily inserted into the selected document.

make all sorts of documents, not just
letters as was required originally.

Talking to DTP software

To merge using /Impact-3 a DTP document
needs to be prepared — "Merge Tags' need
to be embedded in it. To do this, save the
document to the Merge window in
mpact-3 as described in the manual. This
saves the document inside the database
where it can easily be referred to from
within an Action script.

At this point /Impression will give you
warning saying words to the effect that
‘The document is already open’. That's
fine, continue using the said already open
document.

!OvationPro, on the other hand, will
present you with a second document of
the same name as the one you've just
saved. That's fine too, use that one and
close the original one.

Database Fields or Merge Commands
can be dragged from the database or the
merge window straight onto the DTP
document to create Merge Tags. This will
only work if you have the lower part of
the Merge window open using the pen
and ink ‘edit’ icon, and only when
dragging fields from the card where the
Merge window was opened.

The Merge Tags should appear as either
“<fieldname>" in /Impression or “[Merge
11" in !OvationPro. If it doesn't work in
!OvationPro and you see something like...
{merge “:Impact.Test Fetch fieldx"}

...then the problem is to do with the

completion. Listing all work that is dated
to start before today and has no
completion date will list work in
progress. This also indicates the date on
which payment is due allowing ‘Invoice
60 days Overdue' type notices to be sent
out dated with authority.

® Amount paid: Rather than being a flag,
this is a value. In this way a part
payment could be made by a customer
can be recorded. The invoice document
can be made to subtract this value from
the total and write “Paid in full, Thank
you" if it equals the total bill.

!TransDDF loader - this needs to be run
before !OvationPro is run.

Other errors may indicate the absence
of the 'Impulse’ applet which implements
the communication module Computer
Concepts wrote to do all this sort of stuff.

Once you've got a merge tag in the DTP
document clicking 'Test" will substitute it for
the current record’s data for that field.
Clicking ‘Clear’ will revert to the merge
tagged format. Change the database record
and that data is merged instead. All that's
quite exciting on its own if you've never
seen it before. Styles and text effects can be
applied to the tags so that when the merge is
performed the data is in the same style and
effect as the tag was. Text and graphics can
be inserted around the merge tags to put the
data in context, and the whole thing
formatted using tab stops and alignment.

The bottom menu in the merge
window leads to other clever stuff: merge
commands need not just be fields, they
could be calculations, dates, numbers, or
text. Whole tables can be merged using
the Table menu entry. These perform in
the same manner as /Impact-3's Table
Display with the pre-defined Filter, Index
and Field Map names included as part of
the Merge Command.

This produces a single merge tag that
expands into a whole table. Each record is
preceded by a new line and each field is
separated by a tab character. A little
experimentation is required to get the tab
stops in the right place.

Once you've got a nice set of merge
tags save the document (to it's existing
path inside the database) and close it.
Now set up an Action script as follows,
altering ‘Test’ to the name of your file,
and ‘lOvationPro’ to ‘Hmpression' if
necessary...

MergeTo “OvationPro”;
DocLoad “Test”;
DocMerge “Test”;

Running this script (select-clicking on it's
Action button) should load the document
‘Test’ (or whatever you called it) and
merge the current record'’s data, then it'll
sit on your screen waiting. You can't edit
the document but you should be able to



print it from the DTP document window,
or you could add the command...

DocPrint “Test”;

to the script and that would do it for you.
|OvationPro users can also add the
command

Macro “{filescrap(currentfile())}",
"Test"”;

which will close the document again after
printing.

For perfectionists, save your merge
tagged document scaled at 50% with all the
button bars and info menus turned off and
that’s exactly how it will appear on your
screen while it's printing - no-one need
even know it's an /OvationPro document, it
looks like part of the database, which looks
like part of RISC OS.

This kind of script is perfect for
printing envelopes which don't have any
‘content’ other than the name and
address. For writing letters you don't want
the document to print until you've put
the words in, then you'll want to save the
completed letter somewhere. To do this
use the command...

DocFix “Test”;

...instead of commands for printing and
closing the document. This will allow the
document, with it's data inserted, to be
edited. You can’t go back to the merge
tagged version once a document is fixed
with the above command so don't save it
over the merge tagged document in the
database - put it in a ‘Letters’ folder
somewhere sensible.

In fact, with a little skill /Impact-3 can
even store the ‘Fixed’ letter somewhere
sensible for you, but that's one of next
month’s ideas. Meanwhile, Alex is ready
to progress from mild-mannered plumber
to mild-mannered Script-Enabled
plumber.

Plumbing accounts

It has been a month since Alex decided
that his simple ‘Clients’ and ‘Jobs’
databases ought to be able to do most of
the invoicing donkey work, and Alex's
solution is working well.

A ‘List All" Action button gives him a
quick look-up by surname of his clients so
that he can find one easily without
typing. Having selected a record a ‘List
Jobs' button gives him a concise
chronological run-down of the work for
that client, completed or scheduled. This
Action script reads...

Index Jobs:“ByDate”;

TempFilter Jobs:”Record(\“who\") ==
Record(\"Clients\”)";

Fields Jobs:“Concise”;

Table Jobs:“R concise list of work
by date for ” + Clients:name;

The forward slashes distinguish a quote
that is part of the data for a command

Jobs

sentana

bate 12-4:1979 ] Repioce hot waler |
Gaskat ond KNG

1221999

Trra . 4.16pm
Carn 0

Clients

Aadrest | fion 7, Homien |
o

Hat water ganko! (

HWG14b) £14.99, Insuiation

Jacka! for ol Water Jank
(pon L14GI2) £35.65.

Alex's latest database set-up, illustrating a
smart-looking invoice that was generated
on the spot by !Impact-3 after a single
mouse click on the ‘Write Invoice’ Action
button. The invoice has been formatted
using a variety of tab-stops and frames.

from the quotes that enclose the whole
filter command instruction.

It was very confusing last week when
fixing a leaky hot water gasket for a
Graham Turner - the work done for
another, unrelated, Graham Turner was
also indiscriminately included in the the
first Graham Turner’s Table Display.

Alex altered the script so that, rather
than comparing the contents of the
linked fields, the above script now
compares the records to which the links
are made by record number. The name on
the two records may look the same but
Hmpact-3 knows the difference.

After three mouse clicks and a whirl of
screen activity Alex takes a moment for a
friendly smile at his customer, Miss Polly
White, across a strong cup of tea served in
her best china.

Alex has made a number of other
improvements to the ‘Jobs' database. He
has added fields for the labour cost, which
he prides himself on usually knowing in
advance, and a field for the total cost of
parts, to be filled in once the work is done.

To go with the parts cost is a Notes
field which holds a text description of the
parts supplied to do the work and how
much they each cost. He fills this in as he
is doing the work so that he doesn't forget
an item. A ‘calc’ field works out the total
cost by adding the labour cost and parts
cost fields together.

There is also a ‘Completion Date’ field
and an ‘Invoiced’ flag, in the former of
which Alex has just entered today’s date on
Miss Polly’s record. Finally, Alex has added
a field to write in the ‘Amount Paid’.

Now, with the single click of his "Write
Invoice’ button, the ‘Invoiced’ field is ticked,
Alex's previously blank invoice springs up
already filled in with several items...
® Name and  Address, carefully

positioned so that they will clearly

show through the window of a DL

envelope
@ I[nvoice number, which, for simplicity,

is the record number of the work in the

‘Jobs’ database - the merge calculation

“Record()” was used.

dhnadl
 Costs
(oo ol 45,00
Pomyictar 50 64
0

Pkt
tarot 105,64
it

Invoice

Alex Stefnman
Househald Plumber

Invoice # 107

Re work completed on: 12-4-159% v

To: 262 Misgrove Avenve
Grenter Mgtropoliss
Waiershire QM6 11D
TelFax 01185 192454

Groham Tumer

Fiat 7, Marniton Towers
Lakesido

Greater Motropols
Waterhio QP4 96K

“Never knowingly
wnder water”

Tuesday 12th April 1999

Work dene: | papioce not water gasket and logging

Total lahour charge: & 6500
Party Supplied: Loy woter paiket (pan HWGE 140) £14.99, Insulation
| Jackat for Hot Woler tonk (part L14G/2) 535 65,

Total charge for part: £ £0.64

Amount due: £ 105.64

Overall chage: £ 10564 Please make cheques payabie to
Amount already palds £ 000 "Alex Steinman® and send 10 the above addreis

Thank You

@ Today's date and the date the work was
started and completed, with a fully
Y2K compliant four-digit year.

@ The labour charge, the text describing
the parts supplied, the total parts cost,
and, finally, after the pound sign,
formatted in a big, clear, bold font, the
amount the customer needs to pen on
the cheque.

Alex prints the invoice on his battery-

powered ink-jet, and saves the document

as Work.Invoices.WhiteP.1999-04-17.

Although the whole process is very
quick and Miss Polly White doesn't get a
chance to look closely at Alex’s ‘Peanut’,
she is still very impressed with his
efficient manner and business-like
invoice presentation.

An elated Alex returns home, after one
more cup of tea ‘lor the road’, only to find
a Tax Return on the doormat. He decides
to get it over with and sets about
exporting all the Jobs records in CSV
format so that he can drop them into a
spreadsheet to make up something
resembling an account ledger.

A tedious time later he has finished his
accounts for the one month he's been
working, and realises why you get several
months to return the form - he needs to
start filling in next year's Tax Return now!

And so he can. All that messing around
with spreadsheets, for a sole trader like Alex
whose accounts are relatively simple, could
be avoided by allowing !lmpact-3 to keep
track of all his financial comings and goings.

Also, Alex still has to manually find
somewhere to put the documents that
Hmpact-3 generates automatically for him,
but this can be handled too.

Next month we'll see how Alex gets on
as he extracts performance from /Impact-3
which, as Jeremy Clarkson might say, “is
so hot it could beil Polly's kett]eA
before she's lit the gas”. U
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Saturday 10:00 to 17:00
Sunday 10:00 to 16:00

(opens 15 minutes earlier for advance tickets)

Sponsored by

© Astute Graphics 1998 « Designed using a StrongARM RiscPC, Cerilica Vantage, AtWorks, Draw and Publisher



Easy access by road (M1 and M62) and rail.
Less than 3 mile from Wakefield City Centre with frequent bus services
passing park entrance.

AB42
York and North

Leeds & M621

Manchester [M62]

Bradford
AB50 &%

Ossett

Doncaster

Ag42
Huddersfield

Ag1
Barnsley

C <

636 &
Denby Dale m
Codar Coutriore]  Sheffield

Features
include

th 99 The future of RISC OS

/ ] 6 qu 9 Show theatre
The official launch of Cerilica Vantage

um, HOI‘bUI‘)/ Road ' Prize draw and charity stall

Tickets booked in advance are £2.50 for adults and £1.50 for children under 16.
Tickets may be obtained at the door for £3.50 for adults and £2.50 for children under 16.
For advance tickets, please send a cheque or postal order made payable to “WACG Show” to

Show 99 ¢ 95 Cumbrian Way ¢ Lupset Park ¢ Wakefield ¢ West Yorks. ¢ WF2 8JT
Show organizer, telephone (01924) 379778 (evenings only)
We regret we are unable to accept credit card bookings

Free parking, catering, bar, local children’s entertainment

WebSite http://www.cybervillage.co.uk/acorn/wakefield/



TACORN SOUTHEAST SHOW |

—_

Supporting RISC OS users in SE England

SATURDAY 3rd July 1999

The Alban Arena
St. Albans, Herts

Doors open from 10am until 4.30pm

Adults £3.00 / ARM Club or Foundation £2.00
Children under 16 FREE (accompanied by an adult)

[Pay on door]
» Latest products Theatre programme:
» Special show discounts 11am - Beyond the Risc PC
» Hobbyist / Games a:'ea 12am - Acorn product scene
» Software to be won! 2pm - TBA
» FREE floppy + software 3pm - TBA
FREE bus shuttle from St. Albans train station
Phone: (01707) 390410 Fax: (01707) 390410

Email: acornshow @argonet.co.uk
http://www.argonet.co.uk/acornshow




ith Acorn's devastating news last

September, even the most
dedicated Acorn-equipped primary school
could be excused for holding its collective
hands up in horror and having thoughts
about moving towards the ubiquitous PC.
Things usually have a habit of looking
more optimistic once the dust settles and
this case is no exception.

Before readers even begin considering
plans to change platform, they should
step back and take a long hard look at
what such a move may mean to their
school and also whether the Acorn family
of products meets their needs now and
whether it will continue to for the
foreseeable future. It is this latter
imponderable that I want to address in
these articles, and to help I approached a
number of the major players in the
educational software/hardware market.

One of the most popular and respected
software publishers for primary software
is Sherston Software. MD Bill Bonham
commented: “Sherston will continue
creating and publishing Acorn RISC OS
based software for the foreseeable future.
All of its current ‘up and coming’
products are CD-based and most of them
will be supplied on triple format discs
(Acorn, Windows and Apple Mac); these
CDs work identically on all platforms and
will support any modern Acorn machine
with a CD-ROM drive (A7000, A7000+,
Risc PC, etc)".

Topologika too, are optimistic and will
continue to develop Acorn products
but with a cautionary note which every
IT coordinator should take heed

To PC or

not PC7

Chris Drage looks at the question
facing many schools

of: “Topologika will only support
machines for which people will buy
software - even if we still think Acorns are
the best for schools and business (we run
ours on Acorns). Future sales of existing
products will form the basis of
judgements about which platforms to
support for planned new products. As far
as 1999 is concerned, we have in total 17
new Acorn programs due for release.
Sixteen of these form the ‘DO LT." series
for primary schools (check it out on
www.topolgka.demon.co.uk), while one is
a complete rewrite for Acorn of our best-
selling  turtle  graphics  program
IScreenTurtle. This product now knocks
the spots off all of its competitors -
including our own PC version!

Kudlian Soft is another company with
a string of excellent software titles to its
name. It will still be selling and
supporting its Acorn software and has
taken the decision not to increase the
price of its Acorn titles for 1999, nor to
change their licensing structure. However,

Kudlian's Windows titles will have a
different licensing structure that will
effectively make them much more
expensive - generally something that
schools changing to Windows PC will
learn to their cost!

However, Gary Atkinson, Kudlian's MD,
is very optimistic about one development:
“We have been playing with an NC here,
getting it to boot TopCat from an NT
server. TopCat is probably the most
exciting ‘Acorn’ product to emerge
recently. Basically, it soft loads a full
version of RISC OS and works just like a
desktop  machine but with less
management issues, and you can run
Windows NT as a ‘thin client' over the
network. Given that an NC is so cheap as
well, this is like having your cake and
eating it. We are going to develop an
NC/NT version of Launcher as a front end.”

RESOURCE has been producing
educational software for 15 years and in
that time has developed software for most
of the different types of computers used
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“Acorn Confidence,

in schools. Brian Stevenson, RESOURCE'’s
MD, is keen to emphasise that his
company will continue to develop for the
Acorn platform as long as there is
sufficient demand to cover development
costs. He told me: “We launched three
new programs at BETT '99 for Acorn and
will continue to offer support to all our
customers.”

AVP too, has always supported Acorn
right from the BBC B days and has
produced more than five hundred
programs over the years. The company
now has more than 20 Acorn CD-ROMs
in their award-winning PictureBase series
and they don't intend to stop there!

The award-winning /TextEase is rapidly
becoming the definitive doc-ument
processor/multimedia authoring tool for
schools.  Will there be further
development of this exceptional software
on the Acorn platform?

Geoff Titmuss of Softease Limited
comments: “Softease is committed to
supporting the three main educational
platforms, Acorn, Mac and Windows.
With !TextEase all three platforms can be
used along side each other, so there is no
reason for schools to stop using Acorn kit,
or for us to stop developing Acorn
ITextEase. Acorn is my personal favourite,
and much of our development work is
carried out initially on Acorn kit. While
my StrongARM Risc PC is working, and
not outdated, I will continue to use it in
preference to other platforms. Softease
still sees a healthy market for our Acorn
product, and will continue to support it
well into the future”.

Acorn computers have a long standing
reputation for being ideal for DTP
applications, so how does Mike Williams
of Akalat Publishing feel about Acorn's
decision to terminate its desktop

machines? He says: “Akalat remains
committed to the Acorn platform; Acorn
Publisher will continue as before, and with
the prospect of RISC OS 4 there is much
to look forward to. Despite events at
Acorn itself, RISC OS and associated third
party software provides one of the best,
easy-to-use, cost effective environments [
know for all DTP and image processing
work”.

Jim Daniels runs Pineapple Software
which produces /Killer, the definitive virus
killer for Acorn computers. Pineapple
certainly intends to carry on supplying
and supporting Acorn for the foreseeable
future, Jim is quick to point out, "Acorns
still represent the best value for money in
schools because of their reliability and
low running costs. PCs may be cheap to
buy but have very high maintenance
costs and poor reliability especially in a
school environment”.

Neil Souch of 4Mation Educational
Resources probably sums up the feelings
of most long standing Acorn software
publishers, “Understandably, Acorn users
have been questioning the future of
Acorn computers in schools for two years
or so now. Our answer is always the same:
If you look at 4Mation’s latest catalogue,
and web site, you will see that 4Mation
continue to support all their Acorn
products right back to days of the BBC
micro! There are no immediate plans to
change this policy”.

On the software side then, everything
looks pretty secure as far as schools are
concerned but with the proviso that
software publishers will only continue to
support their Acorn software titles only as
long as there are schools out there
prepared to purchase it. All the essential
software tools are there to deliver the
National Curriculum’s ICT orders, but

where 1 think there is concern is in the
development of software which needs to
be compliant with international
communication standards like Java,
Javascript, and so on.

However, Argonet is making sure that
too is being addressed: Ian Goodall,
“ArgoNet is committed to the Acorn
market. ArgoNet has just announced the
release of Javascript (in conjunction with
ANT Ltd) for !Voyager and the ANT Internet
Suite, we have also created (in
conjunction with Icon Technology) a
reader for RISC OS users to read and print
Microsoft Word (6,7 & Office 97/98)
documents. The development of these
products demonstrates our determination
to keep existing and future Acorn users at
the forefront of educational and Internet
usage. But don't forget ArgoSphere, whilst
not specific to RISC OS, it was specially
versioned at launch for RISC OS by
ourselves to allow for the lack of
Javascript”.

So in terms of software at least, the
future looks very rosy for Acorn users.
Providing they keep buying software
products, Acorn versions of new software
will be forthcoming. There is a distinct
lesson here for those tempted to copy or
‘share’ software... DON'T. There will be no
quicker way to ensure the death of Acorn
software support forever than by pirating
products.

Next month

Next month I turn to the hardware scene.
No matter how good the software, we still
need Acorn computers to run it on. With
Acorn, or ‘Element 14" as it is now called
(i.e. silicon), no longer building
computers, will the future look

equally rosy for the hardware seene?A
Watch this space. U




All the programming
help you could need

Basic Programmer’s Toolkit and
Wimp Programmer’s Toolkit just
£7.50 each or £13.50 for both

These complementary discs provide programs
and utilities to make the task of creating Basic
programs and multitasking Wimp programs that
much easier allowing you to concentrate on the
important parts of your work. Written by
programmers who
know the pitfalls,

The Basic Programmers’s Toolkit these two disks

contains the following applications

with explanatory handbook: provide genuine help
'@ Basic Program Printer for to build u
@ Basic Program Formatter Df Y8y , p - S it
® SWI Manager your skills and abilities -
@® Basic Program Analyser in this potential

@ Basic Program Cruncher ' _ o »
@ Basic Program Differentiator ~ minefield of difficulties.
@ Basic Program Monitor ‘

eBassichkelp  Available now
@ Library of Basic Routines
. so order today

The Wimp Programmer’s Toolkit

_____________________________________ -
contains a °°"§P'et9 h_andhoo" YES! Please send me: [ =4 - PR VORI e | | T
and these applications: : _ I
5 [ ] Basic Programmers Toolkit for £7.50 ADAIBES v smsiusvesissmasprssssamissssrmnmbessissints I
$iincoyTemp s Edtion (| wimp Programmers Toolkitfor £7.50 e |
_® Menu Template Editor E [ Both Toolkits for just £13.50 !
. wlmp Monitor Uti‘ity Free P&P in rhe UK on’y PR T L R R R RN R R T T T T PP P T PP P PP R PP PP PP PP PP
) I
@ Template Information Utility m (] Add £1 P&P per item f Ordering om ELrgpe  +=-sversrssesosmsmstnsrososo oo i
@ [con Locator ] o [ ] Add £2 P&P per item from outside EUrOpe  POSICOUE......oovsseivvvverssssneseessssiessssnsisssenss s :
: :!19|= WVLTPdPrOSSI':‘: L Value of order £ Bl et sssspesss et sipsseiated :
ngle Window
: : g B e m | wish to pay by: |
@ Wimp Flags Generator Send your order to: I
@ Poll Mask Generator I.LI Cheque/postal order (payable to Tau Press Ltd) Toolkit Offer, Tau Press, I
@ BhslePracediraand Q Credit Card (Visa/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Access) mEdi? H[(_Julzeémgnilﬁg Park, :
Function Analyser oc it ; I
@ Basic Variable Lister @) CreditCardiNo: | | | H rda [ [ ] |H L]l :
® Wimp Debugging Utility Expiry Date: . a P e I
® Multitasking Memory Viewer SRR, bt oot s ST :
® WImp Mes_sage Monlto_r ["] Please tick here if you do not wish to receive promotional information from other companies AUS904 |

~ ® Wimp Library B I L e = SR ORASI S i
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THE DATA STORE

Dedicated to serving the Acorn community

From Data Store

L] (e

New control panel with
many improvements FQ

including ‘compass’ knobs !

New border effect

““FONTEX

User-definable shadow length and direction

Software... ﬁ;‘fé F O Ng
o S st | T ‘\’:\ Y B TS
ST

Our existing customers know the wide range of products we
supply, but if you’ve never purchased from us before, here
are just a few of the names...

Canon, Epson and HP Printers ® Epson and Plustek Scanners
Olympus Digital Cameras ® liyama and Shinho Monitors
Yamaha CD Writers ® lomega Zip and Jaz Drives
Eesox CD-ROM Drives ¢ Psion Palmtops
Computer Connections ‘Swap Drives’

Audio Dynamics MIDI Cards
Fatar MIDI Keyboards and Accessories
Roland MIDI Sound Modules and Keyboards
Yamaha MIDI Sound Modules and Keyboards

Typhoon and Primax Speakers
plus a full range of hard discs, memory, switch boxes, cables,
ink and toner cartridges...

...and if it’s not in this list, we can probably still get it!
And don’t forget our service department: we repair almost
any Acorn computer (and PCs too!), and can fit upgrades or
install software for you as well.

New rainbow fill option New 3D Shadow effect

oNTFX 'V ERSION:

New grow and shrink feature

Version 6.02 now available!

PRICE £31.95 inc.VAT and postage
SITE LICENCES AVAILABLE

Upgrades at special prices for owners of
earlier versions: phone for details

SPECIAL OFFERS
IDE hard discs
for RiscPCs and A7000s

ew
toolbox controls

SIBELIUS

THE MUSIC NOTATION SOFTWARE

e —— ==

e = =

,,f-:.rr.'—v—'—'*,:_,_d

s - [m o ddjeu-né, Ja-co?| As-w déjeu-nd,
o=

Scanner bundles
Plustek 9630P (Parallel)
4.3CGB £125 £135

Ja

S e e e

= s
tu déjeu-nd, Ja-co?| As-t déjeund, Ja-
= e — =

/

e A ] ==
6.5GB £155 GT7000 (SCSI) £279 il B s e
8.6GB £185 e e e

56k External Modems SIMM DRAM

including cable (RiscPC/A7000) il
£89.00 16MB £32 32MB £64 i

Sibelius 7

L] =5 L] ?
C(.)ntactlng us by email? Sibelius 7 Student £320
Failed to get a response? Sibelius 6 : £105
Please take care to address your messages Spicy Ma'::;:;ﬂ; 2

correctly. Our email address is:
datstore.demon.co.uk
Note that there is no second a after the first t.
If you send messages to
datastore.demon.co.uk
they will be sent to a completely different
company who will not reply!

Sibelius for Windows £695

Acorn Sibelius users wishing to move to Sibelius

for Windows: we can supply specially-priced PC

systems that share your exisiting monitor/printer —
please phone for details...

The Data Store is one of the few dealers in the
country which offer full, detailed demonstrations of
Sibelius software. If you want to find out how the
best just got better, ring us NOW for an
appointment - you’ll need at least an hour!

There are THOUSANDS of software titles available for Acorn Computers! We stock hundreds of the most popular
titles on our shelves for you to browse and try, and can obtain most of the rest within a few days -
so there’s NO EXCUSE not to make full use of your Acorn machine RIGHT NOW! Place an order today!

6 CHATTERTON ROAD BROMLEY KENT BR2 9QN
Tel 0181-4608991 e Fax 0181-313 0400
Web http://www.datstore.demon.co.uk/

Email info@datstore.demon.co.uk
ALL PRICES IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT INCLUDE VAT @ 172%

OPENING HOURS




elcome to my humble domain, this

month | will be mostly looking at the
work of Artex Software as they prepare not
two but three releases for 1999. A preview
version of their new platformer, BotKiller 2,
which has been created in association with
Richard Wilson of Wag Software is reviewed
in these pages. There's also a full preview of
TEK and an interview with Jan Klose, one of
Artex's main men.

Just in case you were getting the
impression that Artex are the only ones
producing home-grown games on the Acorn,
there's also a preview of an exciting new
game from Ben Ollivere by the name of Dark
Future. Anyway, in the words of one of
England’s greatest war propaganda people,
careless talk costs lives, so let’s get on with
the show.

BotKiller 2

Just like its predecessor, BotKiller 2 is all
about killing robots on a distant planet in
some far off time. The robots have taken
control of the factory where they were
previously enslaved and are behaving rather
badly. What makes this worse is that it's your
company that was lucky enough to get the
contract to clear things up.

Although BotKiller 2 is, in essence, a
platformer, it has something over and above
the bog-standard adventures of Sonic and
chums. In Sega’s highly successful series, the
focus was on blasting baddies whereas in
BotKiller 2, a strong puzzle solving element
presides.

The puzzles are far more complex than
those present in titles such as Abuse where
pressing button X will open door Y. Whilst
playing BotKiller, you will often come up
against one of the three types of locked
doors which require a coloured key

card for access; this often leads to a lengthy
trek around other areas of the level. The
puzzles aren’t simply restricted to opening
doors either. It is often necessary to hunt
down a particular weapon capable of

A bright
future

Alasdair Bailey takes a peek at
BotKiller2, TEK, and Dark Future

temporarily halting the highly armoured
drones in order to progress through a level.
Lifts also feature in the problems to be
overcome in BotKiller.

As with its predecessor, BotKiller 2

features wall-mounted consoles which can be
used to effect certain in-game elements.
Teleporters, electric beams, lifts and the level
exit status may be toggled using consoles
which again add to the puzzie-based
nature of this title. | won't go into the exact
use of the consoles within the game but

let’s just say that one particular feature can
make things rather tricky in some levels.

So far I've been talking mainly about the
puzzle solving side of BotKiller. However, the
game still manages to offer plenty in the robot
slaying department with a wide range of
different types hindering your path and an
equally wide range of weapons at your
disposal to deal with them. Some of your
mechanical adversaries will happily walk
back and forth whilst you figure out when to
jump down and destroy them. However,
others are a little more

y! 340 H

clever and will come
rushing towards you
as soon as you enter
their domain. There's
e also gun turrets which
are only vulnerable to
attack whilst firing -
these are not fun at the
best of times! All of
the enemies are well

AR T

| I

Nr:;f mz:ﬁ]zr:; - ;w@; e W w w drawn and varying

! e st i | strengths of armour

s ; *1 are present across the

o U i 4 = ) A g game SO you can never
J_[\ - rson R ) quite tell how many shots it's going to take to

Boxes conceal power-ups

kill a certain strain.

The ammunition collected throughout the
levels works in a rather unique way.
Collecting ammo increases a weapon'’s fire
rate rather than stockpiling excess bullets.
This feature is useful once you run out of
shots because it is still possible to fire,
although at a slower rate. However, the
advanced weapons such as the electric gun
for taking out drones and the rocket launcher
still retain the conventional one unit of ammo
per shot system.

Character movement is good but by no
means outstanding. One nice feature is the
way in which the game varies the height of a
jump depending upon the amount of time the
jump key is pressed down for. This is nice
because as well as giving a feeling of being
more in control of your player, it is also
possible to carry out small jumps whilst
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avoiding drones hovering overhead. However,
the character movement is let down
somewhat by the slow walking speed of your
chappie. This often annoyed me and | found
myself glancing out of the window to pass
time whilst walking down long corridors.

The final in-game element which I'm going
to tell you about is the shop. Although there's
nothing on the same scale as the retail outlets
present in Xenon Il or Xenocide, one can
collect coins throughout the level and spend
them on health upgrades, ammo and better
weapons. This is a nice feature but I'll leave it
at that else I'll spoil your fun when you come

to play the game.

BotKiller 2's graphics are simply good, not
brilliant though, just good. They don't take
advantage of the full power of the higher end
machines mainly to ensure backward compat-
ibility with 4MB ARM3 machines. However, the
graphics are all very well drawn and fit nicely
with the theme of the game so if that's what
you're looking for in this game, you got it!

| found that this title had a good difficulty
curve and the higher levels really got me
thinking. BotKiller 2 will run on any Acorn
machine with an ARM3 processor and a
minimum of 4MB RAM.

Product details
Product: BotKiller 2

£15 (including VAT and P&P)

Supplier: WAG Software, 5 Queens
Close, East Markham, Nr

Price:

Newark, Notts, NG22 0QY

wagsoft@wilsontigger.
demon.co.uk

http://iwww. wilsontigger.
demon.co.uk/

Interview with Jan Klose

J an Klose is a programmer at gaming
supremos, Artex. Luckily, he just had
time to fit in a chat with Acorn User between
working on TEK, Botkiller 2 and Iron Dignity.
The Artex team hope to be present at this
year's Wakefield show on the 15/16th May so,
all being well, you'll be able to meet the men
behind the games.

AU: We were all stunned by the Iron Dignity
preview on last year's cover CD, when
will we be able to buy the game?

JK: To make the game a real classic, much
work has to be done yet. Now that the
graphics engine is almost finished, we
are focussing on design and gameplay.
Right now we are recruiting graphic
artists, musicians and additional
programmers. The release is scheduled
for Summer 1999. This might shift a bit
into Autumn, but I'm sure that the game
will be available when you can still enjoy
your Pina Colada cocktail in the garden.

AU: Rumour has it that you're in talks with PC
publishers to arrange for a PC release of
Iron Dignity, how are things going on
that front?

JK: Two PC games companies are very
interested in Iron Dignity, and, if all goes
well, we will receive major support
during the first phases of development.
As the Acorn market is not strong
enough to pay for massive game
development, a PC release is the only
possibility to make Iron Dignity really big.

AU: Ankh featured a number of characters

special, were any of them based upon
real life people?

JK: Well, the main character, Domi, got his
name from our programmer Dominik.
Furthermore, the man at the ‘Egypt
Burgers' stand was inspired by an
African we met when travelling through
Malawi; he had a very small wooden hut
at the beach where he was preparing
french fries, and pinned on the wall was
a little sign made of paper which said
‘McDonald's’. Oh, and the Pharaoh is in
fact inspired by Eddie Murphy in Michael
Jackson's video clip ‘Remember the
Time'.

AU: Where does the name TEK come from?

JK: It comes from ‘Technology’, and we
simply thought it would be a nice name
for a battle game set in the near future,
where the player will be confronted with
lots of new technologies. And to be more
precise, the game's full name is ‘TEK
1608’ but unfortunately | am not allowed
to reveal the meaning of this mysterious
number.

AU: Could you give us some idea of the plot
behind TEK?

JK: The story is set in the near future (about
2030). After a global biological disaster,
people can only survive by taking a daily
dose of a certain medicine. This medicine

The planet Neverdand

G W R
“4.3 ot ..*A “' : .

who really stuck out as something rather

A planet's surface
taken from Exodus

Opening doors in Ankh
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is only produced by two corporations, a
European and a Japanese one. These
firms have their own private armies to
defend their medical factories as well as
to protect their convoys and attack the
other company if ‘necessary’. However
the situation described here is not
entirely true, as there's a special plot to
the story which | won’t reveal yet.

AU: Good humour was an integral part of the
gameplay in Ankh. Will you be adding
some humour to the battle sim genre
too?

JK: TEK is meant to get a more serious
story, as it has a very dark atmosphere.
However, we’ll definitely include some
humour at the appropriate places!

AU: Will TEK be the best game ever?

JK: Definitely! To be serious, there will never
be a best game ever, like there will never
be a best film ever. Of course it depends
on how the people like it, and everyone
will see it in a different light. Anyway, we
will do our very best to make TEK very
interesting and extremely entertaining!

AU: What do you and the Artex team have
planned after TEK and Iron Dignity?

JK: If both productions are successful, we
will definitely continue to develop
computer games. So after the obligatory
release of TEK 2 and lron Dignity 2, we
will hopefully do another 3D game. That
could possibly come in the form of a 3D
realtime action/strategy game set in
space.

AU: Where do you see the Acorn market
heading over the next year or so?

JK: It depends on what happens in the next
few months. Without the backing of a
major company, | see a dark future
arising. Acorns could go the way of
almost all interesting computer
platforms, like the Commodore 64 and
the Amiga. The only solution to this sad
end of a great platform would be the
concentration on a certain niche of the
PC market, backed by new hardware and
software production along with at least a
bit of advertising (which Acorn have
never quite managed). This seems
impossible without a capable company.



TEK 1608

EK is one of two titles currently being

worked on by German coding group,
Artex. Be sure to read the interview with Jan
Klose alongside this preview for an
insight into the workings of the whole Artex
machine.

This latest offering from Artex looks set to
be the best real-time strategy seen so far on
our humble platform. The real-time bit means
that this title will be more like the
Dunell/Command and Conquer genre than the
turn-based gameplay of the likes of Heroes of
Might and Magic 2 and Exodus. ie, game time
passes at a constant rate rather than at the
end of each ‘turn’,

Having said that, TEK, will, by no means,
be a Command and Conquer clone. For those
of you who haven't seen the Command and
Conquer series of PC smash hits, they're just
the natural progression on from Dunell which
managed an Acorn release way back near the

by
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Land Units

Trooper: Weakest (and cheapest)
unit, suitable for a number of special
tasks.

Tank: Slow, heavily armoured unit
with lots of firepower.

Glider: Small and quick. Comparable
to the jeep but only usable on flat
terrain.

Raptor: Cloned animal-like fighter
with special animal senses.

Jeep: Explorer unit suitable for rough
terrain.

Walker: Two-legged multi-purpose
battle machine.

Spider: Six-legged battle machine
very sulted to rocky terrain.

Worm: Operates underground, only
appearing for attacks.

Mine Layer: Small weak unit with the
abllity to make mine flelds.

i

beginning of time. Besides,
TEK boasts a number of
unique features such as its
range of units and building
construction style which I'll
look at in more depth later

on in this article.

TEK is set in a post-oblivion world where
all surviving humans need to take a dose of a
special drug every day to fight the effects of

the biological agents still

== =% present in the environ-

ment. After that, the

plot starts to sound rather more familiar. As

these games always go, there’s two

corporations capable of producing this drug

and guess what? Yes, you got it, they fight

over precious raw materials and market
share.

It is not yet clear as to whether you
will have the choice of playing as the
Japanese or European corporation
throughout the game but what is for
certain is that a wide variety of
missions will be present in the one

player game. Everything from

protecting convoys and factories to

attacking the enemy will be catered

for and with a unit list to make your

mouth water, TEK is still looking very
promising indeed.

Compared to other games of this genre, at
first sight TEK would appear to have very few
units in its arsenal. But appearances aren't
everything, each unit will be fully upgradable
with options to add more firepower and
‘additional systems’ which we’ll have to wait
for the full game to see.

One of TEK's unique features is the
methods employed for building both units
and structures. Structures will arrive in
‘parcels’ which must be picked up by one of
the land units and placed in their desired
location ready for unpacking. TEK's most
useful feature is its ability to form a queue of
units for production so that one does not
have to continually return to the factory unit
during battles to order the construction of
new units.

As far as graphics are concerned, TEK will
run in 256 colours but it will use varying
screen resolutions to make the most of the
computer's VRAM. 640x480 resolution 'is

-

offered as standard on all Risc PC machines
with both 800x600 and 1024x768 available to
users with VRAM. Three different terrain
styles are available; jungle, ice and desert
with mixtures of the three also planned.

Network play is a high priority during
development and all being well, TEK should
be playable across LAN, modem and serial
link cable with work in progress on providing
internet servers to allow up to 8 players to
battle in realtime over the Net.

TEK will be distributed on CD for
approximately £35 and the game should be
ready in time for the Wakefield Acorn
show on the 15/16th of May 1999. Since
the game is intended for NC release,
it should work very well on lower end
Risc PCs with ARM7 machines obviously
faring a little better than their ARM6
counterparts.

Sea Units
Amphibious Glider: Can be used as a
floating bridge.

Air Units

Chopper: Quick unit with little armour,
Fighter: Strong, fast plane with the
ability to throw bombs.

Support Units

Transporter: Can carry a certain
number of units.

Huge Transporter: Can carry more
units and perhaps even a smaller
transporter.

Structures

Radar: Makes approaching enemy
units visible.

Gun tower: Available in many variants.
Factory: Produces new units after a
certain time.

Repair station: Repairs damaged units
and heals injured soldiers.
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Dark Future

hat rather ominous title does not in fact

reflect upon the future of our beloved
Acorn platform but it is the name of a
new game currently under development by
Ben Ollivere. Dark Future is a turn-based
strategy game, so you will take it in turns with
your opponent to issue commands and attack
other units. This will hopefully allow for
the use of more meaningful tactics than in
real-time games like Command and Conquer
or Dunell where games often end with a
massive ‘tank-rush’ crushing an opponent's
base.

For those of you who enjoy games with
plenty of plot, this one has more than
most. Although | can't go into all the details
here, I'll try and give some sort of general gist.
The story begins when you, a wet-nosed
‘Council Arbitrator’ freshly graduated from the
academy, are posted to some far off outpost
with orders to set-up civilisation or else.
This all takes place in a period in the distant
future following ‘the dark years’ when
humanity as we know it today was almost
wiped out. However, the men in power are
much the same as those infamous WWI
generals since, to them, a million lost lives is
like a drop in the ocean.

After that, things start to become rather
too familiar with the old “here’s a bunch of
baron planets, build on them and kill anything
that tries to stop you" storyline kicking in. But
what else can one do in a post-apocalyptic

space exploration scenario without stepping
on the feet of the mighty Elite? From the
authors writings, it would appear that Dark
Future is aiming to be the sum-total of all
strategy games before it.

Inspiration has come from such games as
BattleTech and the Warhammer series neither
of which sadly never made it to the Acorn
platform. However, having just said that, I'll
have to contradict myself ever so slightly
because Ben does not intend Dark Future to
be another ‘mega-game’. The title is set to be
player rather than graphics oriented. This
should be a good thing because after all,
gameplay is what counts, graphics are,
essentially, a periphery feature in any title.

Enough of plots and aims, the game itself
will boast 60 missions which can be progressed
through in a non-linear fashion. On top of that,
one-off battle fests
against  computer
players and other
humans via Internet or
e-mail will also be
possible. I'm not quite
sure how e-mail play
will work but one can
only assume it will be

Incept 4231
CR 575

Iradium Fusion

Engine

MK2Z Gravcradle
generators

However, turn-based games do tend to be
rather dull when players are separated
because it's just so boring waiting for your
opponent to make their moves. Let’s hope that
Dark Future somehow works around that
possible glitch.

A large number of scenery types will be
available and although such features don't
really add much to gameplay, it can’t hurt to
brighten things up again every now and then.
Units will be able to interact with the scenery
in far more ways than in previous games of
this genre. It should be possible to destroy
trees, bridges and other features for those
who like that kind of thing.

Up to 1000 units will be allowed per player
so we hopefully won't end up in the same
position as we did with Dunell where the

.dreaded ‘unable to create more’ message

The Imperial Deviator Tank

Antimatter Cannon

- Sy

Anti-perscnel
cannon

Contrel

a little like postal
chess though we'll Antimatter— "
! cannan
have to wait for
release to see how SRmctic Sapte
2 GV240 Targetting
things work out. & Guidence system

The Imperial Blackwidow

Incept 4124
CR 414

Hydrogen Fusian
Reactor

Light plate
armour

Gyromount# 360
swivel base

The black widow 15 a small innoguous fooking unit. Ca
an incredibly puwerful laser. spec

the Bluck Widow fir
thickest armour. The

Laser Assist
pinpoint wea
targeting syocoa

Interim-techtoid

I disruptor cannon

ble of only @& single shot per win,

1 tailored to punch through the
1ost capable ‘end-tank’ wespon available, the Black Widow is however
virually immobile snd lighty armoured. Careful deployment is the key to unlodking the
power of this artillery.

Wire frame illustrations from Dark Future’s encyclopaedia
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often meant the end for plans to carry out any
sort of large scale attack.

Although Dark Future does not aim to
graphically excel, that doesn’t mean that the
display will use a tiny resolution and 16
colours. A resolution of 640 by 480 is planned
in 256 colours, surely a good choice since
all Risc PC and A7000 models are capable of
achieving it. This game will hardly push
the higher-end machines but backward
compatibility is a sad reality in a market where
there's not much chance of vastly improved
hardware appearing in any great hurry.

The units for Dark Future are currently
being modelled in DaVinci and a couple of
wireframe illustrations of units taken from the
game’s very own encyclopaedia should be
present on these pages.

Dark Future is an ongoing project and its
author, Ben Ollivere, is currently studying at
Oxford University so development is somewhat
slower during term-time. Expect to see /I "
the light sometime in the summer. L




Risc PC £35.00

version inc. VAT | mm“_nBl_E an

Reoums

"HTMLEdit is the
outright winner"
Acorn User

"The only HTML editor

worth considering”

Acorn Fublisher

"Using the program

is simplicity itself"

Archimedes World

LockSmith £15
& PCSound Pro 2
now ouf foo! £40

SiteSeer

Grab your
favourite £es

websites for
offline viewing!

All-new Versions!

HTMLEdit gﬁ@df@

Next Generation
WWW Authoring For RiscOS

All the fools you need for £105!

The press agree with us when we say that our RiscOS Web
Authoring solutions set new standards in power and ease of use.
Now, in our guest to produce an even more integrated and
powerful solution, we've put together a single pack containing:

HTMLEdit 4+: Java support, sound and music, link and image
checking, syndax colouring and OLE.... £53
Enhanced Web Toolkit: Visual frames, tables, animations,

maps, palette control, drawfile conversion... £30
WebSpell: A complete HTML-aware spelling checker £15

Webster XL: The latest version of our hot new browser with
frames, tables, forms, sound and JavaScripf. £25

Also, check out our new SifeMasfer for absolute control over your whole site! £25
~ R-Comp, 22 Robert Moffat, High Legh, Knutsford, Cheshire WA16 6PS
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To submit a free ad to Acorn User,
complete the coupon on page 70.
25 words maximum per ad.

Free Ads
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A3010 2MB RAM, hard disc, no @ Various RPC, Archimedes and

monitor (uses tv). Plenty of
software (games/utilities). e-mail;
gill@levity.demon.co.uk Tel/Fax:
01732 810884. (Seven oaks, Kent)

Risc PC 700, Twin Slice, 24+1 Mb,
CD-ROM Drive, Raplde Card,
Audio Dynamics DMI 508 Card,
DX4-100 PC Card, 3.8 Gb and 420
Mb Hard Drives, 28.8 Kbps
Modem, Midiworks, ProSound and
Studiosound  plus  lots more
software. All boxed, as new, £700
ono. E-mail: cojk@ knock.
freeserve.co.uk Tel: 01642 711866
(Cleveland/N.Yorks).

['m a university student looking
for an Archimedes that has a BBC
emulator in it, I've been told the
A3010 is good, so if anyone has a
second hand one for sale I would
be interested. If you live near my
home (Colchester, Essex) then it it
could be collected, but otherwise |
have no transport here at Keele,
E-Mail:  u7c92@ugc.keele.ac.uk
Tel: 01782 24 6048. Christopher
Dewhurst (Keele Uni, Stafford-
shire)

Wanted! Anything Acorn Electron!
Hardware, software, anything! I
will pay well. Please ‘phone
Richard Godwin after 5pm on Tel:
01722 326 731 or e-mail:
Richard@godwin.zzn.com
(Salisbury).

RPC StrongARM, 20+2Mb, 2Gb
HD, 8xCD, DX4-100 PC
Card+Win95, DMI5S0  MIDI
interface, AKF60 monitor.
Artworks CD, Ovation, MidiWorks,
Rhapsody3, games. £750 ono. E-
mail: C_Sinnett@Yahoo.com Tel:
01487 843637 (evenings). Chris
Sinnett (Cambridgeshire).

Reasonable offers please. Star
Fighter ~ 3000, Chocks  Away
Compendium, Chopper Force, Battle
Chess, E-Type2, Simon the Sorcerer,
Enter the Realm, dual Powerpads,
Chuck Rock, James Pond 1&2+.
Tel: 01376 329470.

Going fast! Only Birds of War,
Virtual Gelf (and Augusta), Stunt
Racer (and tracks) and Break
147 left! Just £10 each.
Tel: 0958746440. Steven Spooner.

4Mb memory module for A540,
£70. Aleph 1 486 50MHz PC
-podule, 4Mb RAM, £120. E-mail
p.grainger@bristol.ac.uk Tel: 01934
838118. Peter Grainger.

A5000, 540Mb HD, 4Mb RAM, 14"
monitor, MIDI MAX card,
Impression Publisher, QOvation Pro,
Image FS, Artworks, etc. Good
condition, £250 no offers. Please
call after 6pm. Tel: 01225 873328.
Andrew Lamb.

Risc PC 600, 8Mb RAM, IMb
VRAM, 210 HD. Software includes
Artworks,  Procad,  Impression,
Architect.  £300 ono. E-mail:
tn@brist99.freeserve.co.uk
Tel: 0117 924 1922, Nick.
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BBC/Electron items for sale or
swop. Both h/ware and s/ware.
Please send SSAE and blank disk to
32 Grass Royal, Yeovil, Somerset,
BA21 4]JW. Quick and definite
reply. Martin Wilson.

Acorn keyboard, originally from
A310 (but used on A4000) in
excellent condition. £25 or swap

for BASIC SCSI interface. Tel:
01935 425974. Martin Wilson
(Somerset)

A4000 with 4Mb, 80mb HD, and
14" AKF18 moniter in original
boxes with all  manuals,
discs, software and leads. In
perfect working order, boxed
and ready to ship. £250.
E-mail: artlute@ argonet.co.uk

RPC 700, 24+2Mb, 850HD, CD-
ROM, PC Card, PRM, Acorn
C/C++, 100s of Acorn Magazines,
various software and books. £750.

Offers considered. E-mail:
rmab@nortelnetworks.com or Tel:
01279 402135 (Can leave

message). Rob Beddow (Harlow).

Wanted: Cub Microvitec monitor
for BBC Micro. Ideally a hi-res one
with Domino style RGB cable. All
sensible offers entertained. E-mail:
paul_jagger@uk.ibm.com or Tel:
0171 202 3309. Paul Jagger.

RPC 600, 2 slice, 16+1Mb, 540Mb
HD, 20xCD-ROM, Mozart 16bit
sound, AKI60 monitor, Epson
Colour  Stylus printer  with
Turbodriver, Impression Publisher,
PC card with PCPro V2, Win3.11,
MS-Office Pro V6. Other software
and magazines. All original H/W
boxes and S/W discs included.
£550.  E-mail:  paul.cooper@
physics.org or Tel: 01604 T17241.
Paul.

A440 upgraded to ARM 3/RISC OS
3.11 and with Taxan 770+
multisync monitor (£300). CC
LaserDirect 8ppm printer + 3 new
toner cartridges & spare ozone
filter (£350). Acorn Desktop C
(£30). Elite Gold (£10). PC
Emulator (£10). Tel: 01494 764808

233MHz SA RiscPC with 586-133
512k CJE PC card, 2Mb VRAM,
64Mb SIMM, 6.4Gb IDE HD 32x
CD-ROM drive, 2 slot backplane &
Stereo Speakers. Bundled S$/W
includes Win95, Norton Antivirus,
PC Pro 3, PC Exchange, PC
SoundPro 2 & StrongGuard. Mint
condition - only 6 months old!
Worth over £1800. Yours for just
£1400. Tel: 01494-764804

CC Colourcard Gold (£100).
Cumana 16 bit SCSI card (£50).
Atomwide Dual Serial Port Card
(£50). US Robotics Courier ext V34
Voice/Fax modem (£100). ANT
Internet  Suite (£70). Acorn
Replay/IMovieF's (£20). 4.25 Floppy

disc  Drive & Arch I/F
(£30).BBC/Arch Serial link (£10).
WE Video Digitiser (£20).

Tel: 01494-764804

A410/1. RISC OS 3, ARM3, 4Mb @ Help! Can you write a simple PIC

RAM, 40Mb HD. Includes Taxan
775  (slight fault), Impression
Publisher & BJ-2XX turbo drivers.
£395 ono. Tel: 0171 7385816 call
after 6.30pm. Tony Brown.

A3010, HD, Manuals, Monitor,

Canon BJ10 printer, various
software inc games, etc. Tel: 01332
384161. John Simpson

(Southampton).

ESP MIDI synth +Instrument CD.
New. Cost £106.  Sell £60
including  delivery. E-mail:

craigh@argonet.co.uk or Tel: 01698
428907. Craig Benton.

Aleph One 50MHz 486 PC
expansion card, 8Mb RAM,
suitable for A5000, etc. £100.
Atomwide 10Base2 ethernet card,
£20. Linginuity SCSI card for
A5000, £30. Tel: 0181 399 8320. M
A Bailey.

StrongARM RPC, 36Mb RAM,
1.2Gb HD, 12xCD-ROM, AKF60
monitor, 586-133 (CJE) PC card,
RISC OS 3, PRMs, other software
and manuals. £600. Tel: 01895 251
084. Mathew (Middlesex)

SCSI Morley PowerROM  £50
Acorn, C/C++ £60, Acorn Desktop
Assembler  £40,  !Impression
Publisher Plus V.5.10 £70,
Compression £10, AudioWorks
£14, HardDisc Companion £15,
ArcPCB £12. E-mail: compare@
dmw.it Roberto Compare (Italy)

A3010 4Mb RAM, 340Mb HD, 14"
colour monitor, WP, database,
spreadsheet (including back-up
discs), games software. £140 ono.
Tel: 01244 810 166. Jack Cawley.

RPC, AKF60 monitor, Canon BJ210
colour  printer, !Impression
Publisher and lots of other
software. £450 ono. Tel: 01375
387 415. Jill Luke (Essex)

Cumana SCSII card, £40. Two slot
RPC backplane, £20. HCCS Vision
digitiser “Ultimate Expansion”
(not RPC), £35. Tel: 0121 478 2690
after  6pm. Andre  Elliott
(Birmingham)

A3010 2Mb RAM, RISC 0§ 3,
original box and manual, excellent
condition, £70. RGB monitor £30.
Tel: 0115 925 5265. Mr A Davis
(Nottingham)

ARMG610 processor, £40. NEC
32Mb simm, £40. Floppy discs 200

HD pre-labelled, £65. Holed
Out compendium, E-type
compendium, E-type2, Black

Angel, £15 each. Elite, Starfighter
3000, £25 each. Tel: 01285 659
782. Christian Dyer

Wanted! Seagate 850Mb HD
ST3850A in good condition or
with a working drive interface.
Also Pentium 166 - 233 processor.
All offers considered. Tel: 01888
511 224. Adrian (Aberdeen)

program for cash? Tel: 01282 451
235 (answer phone). Mr | Hall
(Lancs)

@ Simon the Sorcerer hint book

wanted. Originally published by
Gamesware, Postage and
reasonable price paid. Tel: 01274
878 020. Mr Liles

Wanted: Archimedes program discs
(only) which accompany C: A
Dabhand Guide (3rd edition). £10.
Tel: 01788 544 077. Mr P Hodson
(Warwickshire)

A5000, 4Mb RAM, 100Mb HD,
monitor, lots of software and
manuals, many Acorn User
magazines, £400. Tel: 01782 392
220. Mr Bradbury (Staffs)

Image outliner, £25. 1st Words+,
£12. Genesis+, £12. ArtWorks clip
art 1&2, £25. Compendium:
ARCticulate Speech Processor,
Cyber Chess, Apocolypse, Aldebara

£20. Tel: 01285 659 782.
Christian Dyer

SA RPC, 2 slice, 420HD, 4Gb SCSI
HD, PC Card 133, PCPro3,
Windows95, Sesi card, 24xCD-
ROM, 64+2Mb RAM, !Impression

Publisher, !Studio24Pro, Loads
more software about £700
worth. All for £850  Email:

ijcleaver@argonet.co.uk or Tel:
0141 649 5968

RPC 700, 850HD, 26+2Mb, CD-
ROM, CJE-133 PC Card, AFK
60 Monitor, Cannon BJC-610
Colour Printer. £700. E-mail:
ubf44@ugf keele.ac.uk or Tel: 01782
245 204. Andrew Potter (Stoke),

A5000 RISC OS 3.1, 4Mb RAM,
200Mb HD, Taxan 795 monitor,
Hand scanner, Canon LBP4-Plus
LaserDirect with cassette tray.
Publisher, ArtWorks, Games, Loads
more software. Manuals, VGC,
Bargain @ £350 ono. E-mail:
TIMO@hotmail.com or Tel: 01905
351386 Tim Riches

RPC 600 21Mb RAM, HDZ210,
4xCD-ROM, AKF60 colour
monitor, DX66 PC card, DOS
6.3, Window 3.11, software, Star
LC24 DM printer, £425.00 Tel:
01706 817570

A5000 - 4 Mb RAM, 512 Mb and
162 Mb HDs, AKF18 colour
monitor, CD-ROM,  joystick
interface, mains speakers, software
etc. Offers Tel: 01206 766578

A420 20Mb HD, 4Mb RAM RISC
OS 3.1,Phillips stereo monitor,
ISibelius 6, !Impression Style,
|Eureka + various games including
trolley. £300 E-mail: andy@
bruce1963.freeserve.co.uk or Tel:
01235 760 164 (Oxon)

A3000, RISC OS 3.1, 4Mb Ram,
80Mb HD, Stereo Colour Monitor,
some manuals, printer. £150,
Buyer Collects. Tel: 01444 258536
Jason Strong (W.Sussex).



Dave Acton and
Dave Lawrence review
the best of this months...

"YOI.I have fifteen Seconds tO COh‘IEly" Author: Adam Granger

As the new millennium approaches, no
doubt countless folk will invent
increasingly curious and inventive ways
of counting away the seconds until it
arrives. Never ones to miss a bandwagon,
we at *info have jumped aboard this
one wholesale with the dramatically
christened /Bomb from Adam Granger of
Huddersfield. (The ! should really be after
the Bomb but then I suppose it does
count backwards...)

/Bomb simply counts down to a preset
time. When the counter reaches zero, a
program or other file may be executed.
Double-click to install and click on the
bomb icon to show the timer. The best
font to use is Digital, which the program

Worralorrahues

will try and locate. If it can’t be found,
dear old Homerton medium will be
substituted.

Apparently the timer display is based
upon the one featured in the film
Armageddon [is that the one with the
talking pig? I don't get out much - DA]. In
any case, you can vary the display by
opening the options window from
the icon bar menu.

Select a large or small delay and enter
the path name of the file you want to run

Author: Mark Adock

at 00:00:00:00, clicking Save when done.
Set the target time by opening the
appropriate window from the menu. By
default, this has been set to midnight Jan
1st 2000.

The author guarantees the program to
be “Millennium proof” and “leap-year
safe”, but he warns that “this program is
NOT intended to be a bomb timer - it is
just intended to simulate one”, just in
case any of you get any pyrotechnic ideas.

So, the gauntlet has been thrown
down yet again and another unofficial
*info challenge has been born. Let's see
your Millennium countdowns. The
closing date will be... oh, work it out for
yourselves.

Mark Adock’s first offering this month
bears a more-than-passing resemblance to
a creation of a certain Mr Vibe. If you're
confused, we'll let Mark explain:

“Run this program and I'm sure
you'll think that looks like Jan Vibe's
TrBalls. You're right. Imagine how
annoyed I was to receive my copy of AU
and realise that the man himself had
written an almost identical program and
sent it in!

“As some sort of proof that 1 had
written it a while ago, compare his
code with mine. For some reason I chose
to use direct screen access, whereas Jan

used the far more elegant POINT and
POINT(). His is generally much neater,

whereas mine only just squeezes into 1K.
The only other differences as far as I can
tell is that mine uses a smaller screen
mode, and you have a choice of how the
circle's transparency varies.

At the moment, FNb is called 3 times,
so the transparancey is proportional to
the distance from the centre. Change the
program to FNa, and it will be
proportional to the SQR(distance). FNc
makes it proportional to the distance”2."

Oh well, great minds think alike and
all that, It's quite interesting to see how a
couple of our regulars tackle the same
programming task.
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Backdraft revisited

Author: Rick Hudson

In the Christmas 98 issue we carried a
little program by the Vibester to
randomly select backdrops from a wider
range than is normally available. This
little piece puzzled Rick Hudson no end,
and he's put us right on a couple of points
- thanks to Rick.

The standard texture selecting
program Boot:Choices. Boot. Textures.
RTexture does get run if you select
Random from the configure utility. (That
is, double click on your /Boot, click on

Screen and then select the radio icon
marked Random - this will alter the obey
file Boot:Choices.Boot. Tasks.Configure so
that RTexture is run.)

However, you are still limited to a fixed
number of textures, so Rick modified
RTexture to read the names of the files in
the textures directory and select one at
random properly. His new version is on
the cover disc.

“It preserves the gizmo allowing the
‘Lighter’ option so that the existing T1-

T7/TIL-T7L work as before. In fact any
new sprites added can also have lightened
‘L' variations and they will be used il
selected and available (so unlightened
sprites should not end with ‘L’).

The only problem is that the Try
button in Configure appears not to use
RTexture so clicking Set is required before
the new selector is used. Well, I suppose
it's not the only problem because
Configure still only shows the thumbnails
of the original sprites.”

Pa i nti ng by n i m bus Author: Mark Adcock

Have you ever layed back in a meadow on a hazy summer's
afternoon, the air heavy with the humming of bees and the scent
of pollen, looked up at the fluffy white clouds as they amble across
the sky and thought “hang on a mo’, isn't that Bob Geldof?”

Well, thanks to the miracle of modern technology, you too
can create your own Band-Aid legends and the like in
cumulonimbus form in the comfort of your own living room.
This does of course mean that you won't having to expose your
pasty programmers’ complexions to the very real dangers of
sunlight and fresh air.

Called simply /Clouds, this upper-atmospheric art program
comes courtesy of regular Mark Adcock. “/Clouds is a program to
allow you to draw clouds. It's probably the sort of thing you can
do in a decent painting program, but unfortunately I don’t have
one. Basically it is a pixel softening routine which works in a 256
colour mode that has had a blue to white palette defined."

Cloud Controls:
Mouse left

Mouse middle
Mouse right

up and down arrows
keypad 4 and 1
keypad 5 and 2
keypad 6 and 3

controls the smudger

controls the spray

controls the paint brush
increase/decrease spray density
increase/decrease spray size
increase/decrease smudger size
increase/decrease paint brush size

s save screen
1 load screen
delete clear screen
spacebar recompile code + redefine brush shapes

Note that after you change the size of the smudger or the
paint brush, you must press Space to recompile the assembly

code and redefine the brush shapes. Drawing clouds is
thus very simple - spray some dots on the screen in the desired
place with Menu and then smudge them or fade them with
Select or Adjust.

Mark suggests trying to use several buttons at once and
varying the sizes of the brushes and spray densities for a range of
effects. The only tricky bit code-wise, says Mark, was saving the
image as a sprite. Since the program uses a 256-colour mode and
a proper 256-colour palette, OS_SpriteOp doesn’t quite do what
you want. You have to create a sprite without a palette and then
manually tinker with the sprite file, increasing a few of the
offsets by 2048 (8 bytes per palette entry).

The palette is then copied into the artificially created space in
the sprite. Thereafter, the sprite will behave as expected, !Paint
and OS_SpriteOp recognising the full palette.

LOOks fiShy to me Author: Pontus Lurcock

We start a small, but exquisitely fashioned
fish theme now, with /Fishey from regular
Pontus Lurcock.

“IFishey works like the ubiquitous
desktop magnifiers that we all know and
love, with the difference that it produces a
“fish-eye’ distortion/magnification effect
(i.e. the magnification is greatest at the
centre and zero at the edges; a bit like
looking through a particularly thick
lens).”

A little options window offers control
over how often the magnified image is

editors like /Zap.

one of its

PC 600.
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updated, the magnification and size of
fish-eye window. You can also ask that the
magnifier follows the caret in

“IFishey is written entirely
in C, so blazing speed is not
chief virtues”
admits Pontus. [Well, it goes a
storm on a StrongArm - DA]
Pontus uses a size of 128 with
update every 5 cs on his Risc

The only other provisos

are that RISC OS 3.10 or later is required,
and the gadget won't work in 4 or 2
colour modes.

And for those who are
interested in how it all
works, Pontus says: “/Fishey
builds a table of offsets from
which to read in pixels of
the display (doing it the
other way round would lead
to gaps, probably). That's
about all there is to be said
about it.” Fair dos.




Man of letters

Author: Bill Darlington

The man in this case is Bill Flrmmrrrtats - = all the other characters (it
Darlington, of Glasgow. [T FE === ia il was originally just an A-Z,
The letters are in his own |t Et ettt 0-9 and a few squiggles
font, Ovoid which you'll |elalafe |ole frlc s i [x [t [minjo effort), smoothing out
find on the cover disc. Bill [reterrrter iz ad =l jumpy cur it
ind on the cover disc. Bill |7 o e i o v o [x [t 15 [x & [ o umpy curves, reducing
; anpeal in [EleFE el b= e e 0T 5
responded to.an appeal in  jeia e e 1R I 7 th? numbers of control
the January issue for any |77 L[ L= (=] ey v s | points (to speed redraw)
: J e | |l (3170 % & ~|- |®@ - - idvi
fonts you might have | o A O S A B Y and generally tidying
designed and continues to |[Al4 4[4 |44 [xic e |z e [c [ [r [t Ir everything up. Proper
5 5 o R|0l0 |00 0|y o0 e ays bip s .
demonstrate the principle Ex zi1 kerning data, scaffolding

that we'll put anything in *info if it's good
- not just plasma-like stringy doodly things
(although we still love them too).

Ovoid is apparently loosely based on
Ovine from the Electronic Font Foundry’s
PD disc. Artworks’ Splash is another clone
of this font. Bill uses his creation for
posters, OHP sheets and all sorts.

He recently upgraded the font, adding in

and hinting was also added. In keeping
with this Euro-friendly times, the official
Euroglyph character is featured too.

All of this was achieved using !FontEd
(0.32), iSV's !FontKern (2.91) and David
Pilling's !D2Font (1.03). The latter was
apparently used for the Spanish
punctuation marks. “Note that in adding
scaffolds, T discovered an undocumented (I

Rock-and-Roll-tastic autner: keith woos

think) feature of [FontEd. The !Help file
points out that Adjust-dragging one
character into another allows the other to
inherit the outlines of the first.

This is useful in creating composites,
such as accented characters. However, /Help
does not mention the following. If you Alt-
Adjust-drag, the second character can
inherit the scaffolding of the first. This
makes it easier to ensure consistency of
style, size and shape between characters
with common elements, e.g., B, P & R; C &
Ga&d;ELFL A& EDE&;fA&fl

“Many PD fonts are redrawn from scans,
with little regard for precise consistency
between similar characters. If you add
scaffolds to a ‘parent’ character, the
‘descendent’ can then be tweaked to fit the
scaffold.”

Keith Wood (ex Rolling Stones member?)
reveales his musical roots this month with
a submission, of epic proportions. Called
simply Epic, it comes as an STracker
file, which you wll be able to play

including {Flux.

Exhibiting modesty not entirely
characteristic of the rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle,
Keith says “it's not very epic but it's the
only decent tune [ was able to get out of

converted it to Tracker (STmodule)
format, and then STracker format. The
samples have survived the transitions
reasonably well. Like most music, it
requires playing through a large amplifier

and enjoy with almost anything,

Any old modules, any
old modules, any any
any old modules...

Author: Scott Boham

Unfortunately, the rag and bone men of yesteryear never really
moved into the age of technology, so all those useless, obsolete
programs and modules that lie around in directories are doing
nothing, except, er, lying around doing nothing. Until now that
is. Scott Boham comes to the rescue with ClearSyst - a utility to
spot those ancient artefacts that have lurked in your [System
directory for years.

“ClearSyst searches through your system directory and tells
you if any modules are in /System which have a lower version
number than the one stored in ROM.” You then have the choice
of deleted them, or keeping them for posterity.

Coconizer (which is very good), though I

with the bass turned up.” Very good too.

so rtEd Author: Scott Boham

Ever wondered what would happen if you sorted the screen
memory? Well wonder no more. Evidently Scott Boham has
similary pondered such matters, and wrote Fx to demonstrate
what would happen. For a 60-byte program, the results are
really quite good! The RISC OS OS_HeapSort call is used for the
purpose. In fact, aside from novelty value, sorting the screen is
not entirely pointless - it gives a surprising good picture of
what exactly goes on using different sort methods.

To illustrate this, we knocked up another screen sorter
called Sorted. This uses the C function gsort to quicksort the
screen memory. Like Scott’s program, the screen is treated as an
array of integers rather than bytes. Although the end result is
the same, the intermediate jiggling of words is surprisingly
different. Sadly, the overheads of C mean that Sorted is some 90
times the size of Fx! It would be fairly interesting to watch the
other main sort types in this way I dare say. Well, if there was
nothing much on the telly.

Tanks for the memory Author: Toby Hunt

Very little memory is actually occupied by this particular tank. Our fishy
theme continues, and in fact closes with this under 4K pond life simulator
from Toby Hunt.

Fish is, according to its creator, “a pseudo-3D, polygon mapped, real-time,
monitor-type independent, sort of optimised, crunched, one file, self-
decompressing BASIC fish generator.” Well, it's as well to get such details right.

“Make sure you have around 600K of free memory [I love that - a three and a
half K prog that needs 600K - DA] and double click. The graphics are all created
in real-time so there is a longish pause between the recursive seaweed generation
finishing and the fish appearing. Don'’t panic if nothing seems to be happening,
as long as the hourglass is still going, everything is probably still okay.

“The program should work on any 32-bit Acorn with 1Mb of RAM and RISC
OS 3. It's StrongARM friendly too.”
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\"Special Offer

The excellent Bitfolio 6 CD is a real must-have.
Containing over 20 categories of clip-art ranging from
agriculture and cartoons to people and transport.

All clip-art on the Bitfolio 6 CD is in Drawfile format,
making it easier to import into various desktop publishing
programs as well as !Draw.

The CD is also accompanied by a colour book. This
book shows all the clip-art on the CD in printed form as
well as the location of each drawfile on the CD making it
a fast and efficient way to find that particular piece of
clip-art you need.

YES! Please send me:

[ ] Font Pack (UK) for £10.00 [ ] HD
[ | Font Pack (Europe) for £12.00 or
[_] Font Pack (World) for £14.00 [ ] DD
[ ] Bitfolio 6 CD (UK) for £15.00
[ ] Bitiolio 6 CD (Europe) for £18.00
[ Bitiolio 6 CD (World) for £21.00

Prices include postage & packing E-mail

Postcode

| wish to pay by: Send your order to:

D Cheque/postal order (payable to Tau Press Ltd) ;Z%Yg';p:;;g:féii:;;g rs:f};

D Credit Card (Visa/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Access)  Macclesfield SK10 4NP.

|5 1 0

Name on card

CreditCardNo: [ | [ [ ||

Expiry Date:

Signature

[] Please tick here it ym.t do not wish to receive pmmot\onai Information from other companies

Bitfolio 6

UK £15 inc P&P and VAT &
Europe £18 inc P&P and VAT
Rest of World £21 inc P&P and VAT

Font Paclk

This superb special offer
available to readers of Acorn
User is one not to miss. This
pack, available on high density
or double density discs,
contains over 50 different font.

It even comes with its own
booklet, making it possible for
to browse for the font you want
without the hassle of going
through various menus and
options in search of it.

Font Pack

UK £10 inc P&P and VAT @
Europe £12 inc P&P and VAT
Rest of World £14 inc P&P and VAT




“He came straight

for me, and went dark”

Author: Richard Wareham

A RISC OS implementation of an artifical
intelligence classic now, from Richard
Wareham. This has been lying in the
*info vaults for some time, so apologies
to Richard for leaving it so long. The
author describes the background to
IMarkov....

“A few years ago, there appeared on
one of the Usenet News a person called
Mark V. Shaney. He replied to peoples
articles in a manner which could almost
be called satirical. After many queries on
the identity of Mark it was admitted that
Mark V. Shaney was in fact an Artificial
Intelligence  program designed to
comment on pieces of text given to it.
IMarkov is a program which implements
the algorithm behind Mark V. Shaney (a
corruption of Markov Chain, the
algorithm in question).”

Richard's version is in C and is
designed to run from the command line,
although a simple Wimp front end has
been added. The syntax is simply:

*Markov <input filename> <output
filenam> <words>

The final parameter specifies how many
words the output commentary should
contain. Alternatively, drop a text file
onto the /Markov icon and a save window
opens. Set the number of words and enter
a filename. The work will be done in a
task window.

“IMarkov can, given suitable input,
produce a remarkably clever output
(fooling some people into thinking it was
written by a human). In most cases it will
be necessary to correct some minor
grammatical errors and the more libelious

comments. Some examples of Markov's
output are included on the cover disc:

TheWSC? is Mark V. Shaneys comical
look at life in 1920's America. TheTM? is
Mark’s re-mix of the classic ‘'The Time
Machine' by H. G. Wells.

N.B. This textfile needed very little
alteration from the original [and provided
the title for this piece - DA]. After writing
it I fed this manual into Mark. He
produced the file Manual?.

I admit that some nonsense was
produced (including repeating ‘this text-

How it all works

file' 20 times) but these have been edited
out and what remains is, in my view, of
great interest to psychologists as it shows
what Mark thinks of himself. It also
includes a wonderful comment on why
the source is unreadable which I guarantee
was produced entirely on his own.”
Apparently, /Markov does best with
text files containing few headings and no
line-feeds used to create a word-wrap. It
does help however if the paragraphs are
still seperated. So use !Zap//Edit to pre-
format files accordingly if necessary.

“IMarkov looks as though it
reads the text and produces a
sometimes amusing,
commentry on the text. As
with most programs of this
type, the actual algorithm is
remarkably simple.

“The program first loads the
text into memory. It then picks

Onee. L{pm a time. theve lveol o youm
mon celleof Pob. Hc'a, ol his friend

owndl s0 rniwm'l'\f ﬂtq‘ ol live.dl f""‘PPﬂY

ever ofter

=
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HE

HE

WHEN

SOME

JOHKN

THEY

the first symbol (in this case the first word) and searches through the
text for occurences of that symbol. Each time it finds one it places the
next symbol (or next word) into a list. When finished, a symbol is
chosen at random and printed into the text file.

“This symbol is then treated in the same way as the first until the
required number of symbols has been reached. Note, /Markov's symbols
are case-sensitive and can include question marks, exclamation marks,
periods, plings, etc. This is so sentences can be built up, as opposed to
a long stream of words.

“Because the frequencies of the symbols are, indirectly, taken into
account (by being able to include symbols more than once), the output
represents a probabalistic representation of the original text. No
account is taken of the rules of grammar, yet sometimes the output is
surprisingly accurate.”

Late arrivals for the Rin and Fatso show

JOHR

BOB

LISTED

FOUND

HE

Our challenge to do something
interesting with the drawfiles of the *info
pets - Rin and Fatso - still stands and it's

i H a If't i m e Author: Robert Guite (

not too late to send us your entries. See
last month's issue for full details. So get

doodling and let’s see what amusing (or  vector friends.

more likely, unpleasant and disturbing)
things you can do to our poor four-legged

All submissions if you please — applications, doodles,

Well, half a clock but it shows the
full time. /WinClock is a tiny desktop
timekeeper from Robert Guite of
Newbury.

“I'WinClock is a digital clock
aplication which displays the current
time in a window. It is designed to be
small in both the memory used and
disk space used, and as such it only
displays the time (format: hours,
minutes and seconds).” I must
confess to liking little windows like
that of !Winclock - must be my minimalist leanings. If you've
come up with any desktop miniatures, send them in. "

hints, tips, stretched cats and squashed dogs, to:

INFO, Acorn User, Tau Press, Media House,
Adlington Park, Macclesfield SK10 4NP

or, e-mail us (including your real address p_léase) at:
starinfo@acornuser.com e

No e-mails longer than 100K please. Screenshots, background
info and customisation ideas are always most welcome. Please
put your name, address and program title on every disc and
include a text file containing your name, address, disc contents
and program details. An SAE will ensure your discs are returned.
If you are responding to one of our challenges, please mark your
envelope accordingly. *info submissions only please.
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LégéndBooks com ig;'dﬁ online bookshop
_ specmhsmg in used SF, Fantasy, Horror,
' Crime, Hls}orlcul /urld Thriller novels.

Our dotubase holds extensive details of each

book in. slock mcludlng a plot synopsis and is
,searc_hqble on author, fitle, publisher and plot
il \syhopsis.f'\qu; can also browse by subject or
select chunks of the catalogue to look through.

‘A shopping trolley and payment by credit
.card on a'secure system makes

‘ l.egendbooks com an exceptionally easy
qnd enioyob|e sﬂe to visit and buy from.

Many hdlrfc_lbciék",dnd 1st editions. Prices
J from £1-with ho-,,‘ghinimum orders.

¢

- WWW 1.@@@m§9@mﬁ%@@mm
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'Quét for d\)enture

Looking for new resources on the Web?
US-based Quest have some amazing
ongolng projects all over the world, Some
are free, some require subscription, One
of thelr latest 18 The Galapagos Quest Web
site  launched on 22 February -
httpi//quest.classroom.com/galapagosi 89
B/splash.asp - one week before the
expedition began, One of the goals of this
quest is to engage students in making an
informed  declsion about  the
environmental status of the Galapagos
Islands.

Each week, the team of experts on the
ground present to the Web audience
information about a particular toplc of
concern, Students are then asked to make
declslons about these {ssues. At the end of
the quest, & Student Declaratlon will be
presented to major environmental
dectslon-makers,

Reglster your Interest and you'll recelve
a Quest Announce newsletter. For Instance,
with the Galapagos project a new feature Is
put before your class each week. Gross &
Disgusting was on offer the first week of the
expedition - a sure fire hit, this underlines
the fact that sometimes the things animals
and plants do can be downright slimy,

nasty and smelly. A close-up look at nature
at its most gross which comes with
classroom actlvitles and lesson plans, and
though almed at the US curtleulum there
are easlly adapted for use In the UK,

One of the Galapagos quest site
features Is the Quest Library, In here you
will find thousands of excellent Web sites
that will help you and your class learn
about Galapagos-related toples. Useful for
research, background Informatlon, or to
show what's avallable on the Internet, For
{instance, the Informative and funny view
of the world of slimy gooh and stinky
smells at: http://www.yucky.com

Other ongolng projects are Dinosaurs
Altvel and Blue Ice - Focus on Antarctica
with children researching animals and
sending reports, art work, poetry, and
questlons to speclal online guests, You
can find Dinosaurs Allve at http://www
.onlineclass.com/Dinosaurs/students,htm
and don't miss the Stegasaurus chalk, the
dinosaur cake and the T-Rex masks made
by Curwensville Elementary. The work
done by children for Blue Ice Is at
http://www.onlineclass,com/Bl/creativeki
ds.html

New projects starting anytime now are:

Core resource

Sclence Keywords - The Living World 1s & new
program from Sherston Software (01668
B43200) which s full of stralghtforward
explanations of the phrases and words
concerning the sclence of living, All text can
be read aloud to you making It sultable for
children of all reading ages, However, this s
aimed primarily at 7 to 11-year-olds. As well as

ROM teaches valuable

World.

vertabrate
An cnimal that has o backbone. Al

‘ mommals, reptiles, omphibans, beds
‘ ond fish ore verlebrotes.
.

helping children to understand essential
sclentific language and concepts, thls CD-
information and
retrleval skills, Priced at £20.85 a book version
Is also avallable written by Karen Bryant-Mole
and published by Wayland. Sherston plan to
continue developing other complementary
CD-ROMSs, with other titles to follow shortly
belng: English Keywords, Maths
Keywords and a second volume of
Sclence Keywords - The Materlal

Baavty Yucky
Valentine! i

Rivers of Life, Mississipp! Adventure where
John Shepard sets off with a group of
students for his annual trip on the
Mississippl,  You can  follow  his
observations of river life and keep track of
the river flood stage. Students from
around the world will be watching the
Misslssippl as an introduction to rivers and
watersheds In the third year of this
program,

Then there's DoodleOpolls, an art and
architecture actlvity. Originally created by
the Amerlcan Institute of Architects,
Minnesota, this gets children out into the
nelghbourhood to study and draw their
environment, If It's still too muddy, stay
inside to bulld a model village with help
from online archltects.

Award winners

The awards at BETT this year had a
different feel and format. Now
renamed the BETT Awards, flrst
place In the Primary Software
Category went to Textease
Multimedla from Softease while
the Primary Equipment Awards
want to that classroom favourite,
the Roamer from Vallant
Tachnology.

When It came to online
resources Argo Interactive's
Argosphere was nominated as was
Blz/Ed - Business Education on the
Internet, but the award went to
Tesco Schoolnet 2000's Year of
Reading slite: www.yearofreading.
org.uk

Contacting me
You ean contact the Education
page by writing to me,
Pam Turnbull at Acorn User,
Tau Press, Medla House,
~ Adlington Park, Macclestleld
- BK10 4NP or e-mall:
educ@acornuser.com

T e e e P L L
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Missed out on one of
our previous issues?
Now's your opportunity
to bring your collection

[ |
IS S ‘ !es up to date. But hurry -
s A\ 4 stocks are limited

A R g Pt |ssue 204 - February 1999 Issue 201 — December 1998
Ziq ;q )-R\\ H\" ‘1}?!{\ : : i ® Evolution demo CD ® Photodesk 3 review

| X 8 @ Evolution competition @ Pocketbook In Asla
@bt | ) et : &4 © Site Seer review @ Personal Accounts 4
5 4 : ) @ Using Ovation Pro macros @ Sunburat review

Issue 203 — January 1999 Issue 200 - November 1998
® Rhapsody 4 @ CD Writers

@ AddressIT @ Relational databases #2

@ Speakers reviewed @ History of Acorn User

® Flim Traller CD @ Another great cover CD

Issue 205 — March 1999 o010 902 - Christmas 1998 Issue 199 — October 1998
@ Web Wizard ® Writin @ Acorns and Blake's 7

el @® Using Impact-3 @ @ Relational databases
W @ Ovatlon Pro Tutorlal o ® Slow Sean TV
® Java Programming @ pWorks ve WimpBaslc @ Radio plctures on disc
' 3
Order form
|_|Issue 205, March 1999 Archimedes World Back Issues . o
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|__|lssue 203, January 1999 Vol 15 No 6, 28 May 1998 Address
B |55ue 202' : I 1!!E SOLDOUT Vol 15 NO 7, 26 June 1993 LLLL L L R L R R R R LR RN Y]
| ISSUE 201, Demmw EDLDQUT VOI 15 No B' 24 JUIy 1998 L R R R R RN AT N
| Issue 200, November 1998 Vol 15 No 9, 21 August 1998
|_|lssue 199, October 1998 YolABINO:10,1BISBPIMMBRII08 Lt ittt
iE Issue 198, Sept 1998 £8,95 pet Issue Vol 15 No 11, 16 October 1998
[ |Issue 197, August 1998 | eugs periiaue Vol 15 No 12,13 November 1998 ....cooeeeemeenssnesessrss POSEEOUR nesersssssssenssens
_|lssue 196, July 1998 bl Vol 15 No 13, 11 December 1998
Le=1 lssue 195" lune 1998 ) p' Vol 16 No 1f B lanuary 1998 Te' No ARRRRA R RN R RN RN
Send cheques payable to Tau Press Ltd to:
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“Education Reviews |

The way of the world

neyclopaedias for the Acorn are not
E exactly thick on the ground so it was
with some Interest that I popped this CD-
ROM into the drive. This Is not an Encarta
but rather a reader for the data supplied
by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
on over 260 countries and reglons.

1 found the history of why and how
this data has been collated and published
over the 54 years of its exlstence as
fascinating (you can find it by pressing
the | button) as the incredibly detailed
informatlon on every country large and
small ready to be printed out or saved.

Choose your country from the lst,
click Go and see the locatlon before you,
You're shown the flag, click the
loudspeaker to hear the National Anthem
and read about its true and comparative
slze to others on the planet, find
out about land boundaries, coastline,

maritime claims, International
agreements, current environmental
issues, natural hazards, climate and

terraln, Scroll down and see statlstics
relatlng to the population: age, mortality
rates, gender ratlo, fertllity, natlonality,
ethnic mix, religlons, language and
literacy. Other sectlons on government,

So what exactly do
you know about
the world in which we
live? Pam Turnbull
looks at the World
Factbook

economy, communications, transport,
military, and trans-national ssues (war in
other words) are just as detalled.

Did you know that the Republic of the
Matshall Islands have an outstanding
claim for Wake Island from the USA?
Never heard of the place? Well It's
situated between Hawall and Papua New
Gulnea and this collection of 1552 islands
and 2 chalns of atolls s best known for
one tiny atoll - Blkinl.

Although the Factbook Is the
central program you're also glven
three extra programs. The Globe Is simply
a four-way rotating sphere allowing you
to see the world In glorious technicolour,
Or how about the Reference and Satellite
Maps?

Choose the former and you can access

Oceanla, South America, SE Asla and the
USA. You can scroll these maps along and
print If and when you want, The satellite
maps let you see images from space In
three sizes scrolling along to find what
you're looking for.

One thing you should always look
out for - whatever the reference work - 1s
how up-to-date the information is.
Interconnex will be using the 1998
data as soon as it becomes available,
probably around Aprll, offering a
replacement CD to exlisting users for a
nominal fee (to cover the new disc and
postage).

The bottom lne is that this is an
absolute must whether you're a teacher or
Just someone who loves astounding A
facts and figures. U

Africa, Anatartica, Artic,

World Focthook - Referemce Mg oo ]

Asia, Central Africa,
Central America, CIS
(Russla), Europe, Middle
East, North Amerlca,

Europe

Y
D
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comventional short form ;
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rProduct details i
Product: The World Factbook
Price: £20
Ages: T+
Requlres: RISC OS 3.50 or later
Suppller: Interconnex
Tel: 01934 622880
| Web:  www.Interconnex.co.uk J
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“Education Reviews )

Getting value for money

hile there 1s no fancy introduction

or loading sequence, this Is a disk of
resources which you can dip into, Some of
the files you'll never touch, others you'll
use agaln and agaln, Archived there is
over 1GB of data to browse through
which has been put together by Five Star
- a company speclalising in public
domaln software. They have done all the
scourlng of PD developers and lbrarles to
bring you a compllatlon of programs and
resources,

Most of the programs will need
to be copled on to your hard disk
before running, and even If some
will run stralght from the CD-ROM
it's a good routlne to get Into, As s
pressing CtriBreak after a demo so as to
clear the memoty. Yes, there are some
demos here but they are few and far
between,

So what do you get? There are 39 fonts,
from Architect to Tekton, Converted from
Type 1 fonts by Acorn's [T1ToFont utility
this means they will only work on RISC
0OS 3 machines. You get one or two
members of a font family and most make
interesting fonts for headings, displays
and so on,

For the art lover there ls a folder
called Just Art which pglves you
access to some Monet, Van Gogh and a
selectlon of 17 Escher creatlons
among others, Not a comprehensive
or even systematlc collectlon but
Interesting nonetheless, Clipart
on the other hand Is always useful

Pam Turnbull looks
at a PD solution to
improving educational
resources

saved as JPEGs, sprites, or drawfiles
whether you want animals, buildings,
borders, cars, maps and so on. Though
varylng In quality there are over 300 to
choose from.

1 was a bit dublous when 1
saw the Games folder but this
collectlon of 16 s quite
diverse with some puzzles like
Target which are useful for
developing maths skills as well
as demos of commercial
products.

Subject speclflc folders are

avallable for  geography,
history, maths and RE,
Geographers can access a gt
Genesis application called Al

Explore Flamborough Head for
teaching about a contrasting |
UK locality in the primary |
school, As well as maps, text, |
graphics and photographs, it

complements another Genesls program
(also on the CD) called Glasson - a dock
near Morecombe, In addition a serles of
utllitles give you multitasking windows of

and there are alreraft to display words map symbols (Including a rather
temperamental quiz),

1 Angeram - defiult — OS map signs, globes
Player | = Player2 =i and a lovely little set of

e Fe L | =] 51| 000 quizees: Where  1n

Afrlca, Where in Europe

(s|N[p]o]1]o

and Where In the UK
which asks about
countrles, towns, and

A tasters job was to test for this

geographical features,
History s less well

catered for with

Impresslon documents

Acarn User Aprll 1999
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covering the chronology of and essays on
Shakespeare and his contemporaries,
Informatlon and Images on Hungary,
texts from Gettysberg and the Battle of
The Angle from the American Civil War,
as well as others from modern conflicts in
the two World Wars and ones from more
recent trouble In Israel, While the
Religlon directory is a collectlon of sprite
files.

The Language directory mixes modern
languages with the excellent little
Spanish, French and German vocabulary
and pronunclation tutors with CLISP for
budding programmers. Open the Maths

and Sclence folder for a host of programs
and utllitles including some little gems -
and there's another directory covering
space.

For those with tlme management
problems you can print out forms and
files for your Fllofax, download and copy
across some programs for your Pocket
Book/Psion. And If you've got any spare
time there's a book on becoming a writer,
a list of naval flags, anagram creators and
posers, sound files, and utilitles on
everything from jolning text files together
to a desktop metronome, Or how about
some Web sites on rainforests to Zen
Buddhism?

If you're au falt with PD software,
shareware, and freeware you'll probably
find nothing new here. But If this is an
area which you haven't had the time to
explore then this is money well
spent. AU

~

rProduct details

Product: Educational CD-ROM
Prlce: £26.76

Supplier: Flve Star Marketing
kTeni: 0181-960 4973




Daco Have Have Now Moved To Larger Premises
1000°'s of Items are available Ex Stock

wnACO
YSTEMS

Limited
Summerfield House, Statlon Road, Coleshlll,
Birmingham, B46 1JG

Tel : 01675 467777
Fax : 01675 467787
http://www.daco-systems.co.uk
e-mall : sales@daco-systems.co.uk

All prices Include VAT at 17.6%, Carriage charges apply. Prices may be changed wihout noflce, E&cE

A7000+ Peak Performer

A7000+ Computer
32 Speed CD-Rom
8Mb Ram

2Gb Hard Disc
14" Monitor + 80W Speakers
1 year on-site warranty

RISC PC - WEB WIZARD

Strong Arm RISC PC
32MB Ram
2MB VRAM

1.7Gb Hard Disc

24 Speed CD-Rom
15" Monitor

BOW Speakers
Acorn |Browse and Java Software

picture book 2
A phonic-based approach to easy early learning

This easy and enjoyable phonic-based approach to early
learning Includes both a-b-¢ and phonic pronunclation. Both
spoken alphabets can be heard and repeated at the touch of a
key when the matching letters are on screen.
Using Picture Book 2 reading, spelling and counting become
enjoyable for pre-school and primary school children, and those
with learning difficulties. The six Picture Book programs offer
varied and interesting work and play actlvities. A wide range of
Ry setting options allows each program to be matched to an
& individual child's abllity. The |AlphaEdlt utllity supplied with
atb| flash card Picture Book 2 helps you create your own alphabet flles for use

with the programs.

Single user: £24.95 Site Licence: £75.00
Plcture Book 2 can be run“on all Acorn RISC OS

£ 880

£ 1350

Notes he 'sticky note pad' for Acorn computers
Create notes, reminders, etc, on your computer for yourself

and others. You can 'stick' Notes on to files or directories
and have them appear at specific times on-screen, on
starting up or when a file is opened.  £7.50

MultLink

Don't lose all your hard-won BBC data, use MultiLink to
transfer data effortlessly between old Acorn 8-bit computers
and RISC OS 32-bit machines, including the Risc PC. Easy

click and drag operation. Machines are linked by serial cable.

With serial cable: £29.95

computers. Minimum system requirements are RISC
OS 3.1 or later and at least 2Mb of memory

The Really Good Software Company

30 Carisbrooke Road, Harpenden, Herts, UK. ALB 5Q8
Tel/Fax: 01682 761 365 E-Mall: sales.rgsc@argonet.co.uk
Waeb: http://www.argonet,co.uk/sales.rgsc
Post/packing add UK & Europe £1,60, Other countries £6.00,
No VAT, Cheques, with order please, made payable to
The Really Good Software Company.
Offlclal orders welcome.
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told you older computers are better,

and this manth's praoject {llustrates the
point. One of the hidden gems of the
original Model B was lts ability to use a
light pen. Not that it took much
deslgning you understand, It came free as
part of the graphics controller chip, It
simply consisted of a hardware register
that, on receipt of a pulse, captured the
state of the counters defining the
position of the spot on the TV screen, We
are not so fortunate with the later
generatlons of graphics controller chips, if
we want a light pen we have to do it the
hard way,

In fact, In my Bady Bulld article in the
November ‘02 Issue of The Micro User |
showed you how to do it the hard way.
However, that only worked with TV
format displays and while the same thing
could be extended to cope with ather
monitor standards it was complex enough
then, and the modifications would make
it mare complex still, Fortunately the PIC
chip offers the opportunity for a great
simplification of the circuit,

Let's start off with a little reminder
about what we are trying to do. A TV or
monitor works by directing a bright spot
to perform a zig-zag scan across the screen
from top to bottom as shown in Figure 1.
The computer keeps track of this spot by
issuing pulses, one tells the spot to start
off at the top (the frame sync) the other
tells it to start a left to right sweep - the
line-sync pulse, If we have something to
detect the light as the spot whizzes past
we can work out the positlon of the light
detector from the timing of the pulse it
gives,

The Y coordinate can be found by
counting how many line-sync pulses
there have been since the last frame-sync
pulse, The X coordinate is a bit more
complex, to find that we have ta time
how much time has passed since the last
line-sync pulse, By knowlng how long the
spot takes to mave over the length of a
whole line we can find the fraction of
how far across the screen the detector is
placed, This is complicated hy the fact
that different monitor standards use
different amounts of time to complete
this journey. In fact this time {s so short

“Mike Cook's hardware series ;
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Mike Cook magics up a light pen

that it pushes the
speed of the PIC chip
to Its Hmits, it would
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be nice to have a hit
mare speed,

The hardware Is
comparatively simple
and is very close to our
standard  PIC/Serlal
configuration, 1t s
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shown In Figure II,
This clrcuit doesn't
even need a 5§ volt
supply because we can
tap 1t off the video
sacket of a Risc PC,
However, there Is a
hidden complication
when it comes to
making thls, it's those
Innacent-looking lines
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that say line and frame
syne, These signals are
only avallable at the manitor connector
and so [ had to make a speclal adaptor to
get at them,

From the Risc PC the monltor is
connected using a three row high density
D-type connector, we need to pass on all
the signals and tap off the sync pulses and

the power, If you just
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we have to be
A careful making the
connector,

Take a plug and

socket and line them

up, back to back,

using nuts and bolts,

Figure I: How the TV raster Is formed
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Adjust the nuts so

Flgure II: The light pen clreult

that the distance between the connectors
has the centre row of connectors
Just touching, Then take a small piece
of tinned copper wire, lay it in the
centre row cups and solder It up, Now
iIs a good time to make the power
tap-off using insulated wire to pins 9
and 10,

Next you can wire up the two
outer rows In the same manner using
slightly longer pieces of wire. Note that if
you get the length right you can push
both ends inside the hollow connection
tubes. There Is no need to make the
connections across pins 4 and 15 as these
are not connected to anything, The sync
pulses can be tapped off In the same way
as the power connections with multi-
stranded insulated wire, Be very careful
not to short out any of the other
connections when you make the tap
connections.

Once the adaptor is wired up the nuts
and holts can be removed and the whole



thing holds together, The arrangement
can be covered In either epoxy
resin or silicon rubber, Broad masking
tape can he used as a temporary mould,
the constructlon steps are shown In
Figure 111,

If your computer hasn't got a 15-way
video connector you will have to supply a
separate 5 volts power and make the
appropriate connections, If it hasn't got a
separate line and sync output you will
need to add the sync separator circuit in
Figure IV,

Now we have to make the light pen
itself and here Is where you can do a
little experimentation, What we need is a
fast sensor capable of producing a pulse
when the monitor spot whizzes past, The
most sultable type are those with a bullt-
in amplifier and detector so that
they glve a loglc pulse output, Figure V
shows the connectlon for two types of
sensor. You could also use the type that
are coupled using fibre optics and build
the fibre into a pen, However, the
problem here is that unless you properly
polish the end of the fibre you can lose a
lot of the light, The other thing about the
sensar is that you are likely only to he
able to pick up a pulse when the screen is
showing white, if you want to detect
other colours then you will need a light
sensor without a detector and an extra
amplifier,

Finally you might want to use one of
those light guns that attach to console
games, These are quite cheap and come
with a built-in amplifier, they are
basically the same for all consale, only the
pin out wiring alters, Figure VI shows the
circult for the Sega Light Phaser, The
trigger Input to the PIC circult in
Flgure II stops pulses being detected when
the Input is low. As it floats high
with nothing connected to it you can just
leave 1t unconnected If you want,
However, if you are especlally clever
you could Incorporate a push switch into
the pen mounting that gets actlvated
when the user presses the pen to the
sereen,

So how do we go about turning these
pulses into useful information? The
answer lles in the PIC software, The
-eireult is being fed with frame-sync and
line-sync pulses as well as the light-pen
pulse, so what the software has to do is to
is to time the relationship between them,
This 1s aided by the hardware counter
built into the PIC chip, this can be set to
increment automatically every clock cycle
independently of what software Is being
executed,

Basically the main loap of the program
sits there loaking far line-syne pulses,
when it sees one It zeros this counter and
Increments a 'line' counter In the
controller's memory, Naw the light pen is
connected ta port BO which is set to
generate an Interrupt when it recelves a
pulse, The Interrupt service routine then

"“Mike Cook's hardware series |
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Flgure Ill: Making the video tap off connector

simply sends the value of the two
counters, As the 'line' counter can go over
266 it uses two memory locations,
Therefore, providing the trigger Input is
high the PIC circult sends back three
bytes to the computer every time the
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Figure IV: Sync separator for non Risc PCs

I found the best way to use it was to
have a couple of [Edit windows open,
one long and thin the other narrow
and tall, I use this application because it
glves you a nice white background that
gives plenty of light, even then you
might have to turn up the brightness a
touch until you get it responding. You
will notice that while the Y values
change smoothly as you go down the
screen the X values seem to jump at one
point,

This Is perfectly natural and s
due to the time delays between resetting
the counter and taking the readings,
in fact the same thing happened on the
old madel B, If you are writing your
own applications you will have to
take this Into account, note that the X
value will also depend upon the screen
mode,

Well that about wraps it up for this
project, as ever there are lots of
variatlons you can make to customise
your own system, See you next
month with something else the PIC
can do, /‘1U

maonitor spot crosses the detector, Finally +5V
the frame-sync pulse also generates an 680R
interrupt and the interrupt service routine Pan output
for this simply resets the line counter
These Is also a bit of code that ensures a oy
set of readings are sent only once
every frame, The software listing is on the SD4324
cover disc, or
Finally there s an application to test SD5620
the numbers sent back from the light pen, Figure V: The light detector
Lens Photo Detector
I-A O
Amplifier

' | __—~PinS +ve supply
f . pin 8 Earth
i1 7 PUiSE
: ™ in 6 Trigger

N e

Flgure VI: The Sega light phaser connectlons
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Each month, via e-mall, I recelve the
‘mini-Annals of Improbable Research'
or 'minl-AIR', it's an Amerlcan spoof
Journal written just like real research
Journals, Most of the jokes are quite
speclalised and written for researchers but
every now and then they come up with a
gem we all can share,

As part of thelr ongolng effort to settle
burning scientific controversles by simply
dolng an opinlon poll, they asked the
questlon 'Who Is responsible for the
Millennium bug?'. This Is so that the
person responsible could be tortured and
executed on January 1, 2000, and again
on January 1, 2001, to make us all feel
hetter, The winner you might have
guessed was Blll Gates, a typlcal answer
being: "I think It's also possible to hold
him responsible for every miserable thing
that's ever happened anywhere or
anytime," Second place was Jesus with
such reasons as: "His nomination has
redeeming factors, If we're wrong, he's
llkely to forgive us, and of all those
nominated he's the most llkely to he
avallable for a second killing In the
following calendar year."

If this sounds like your sort of thing
you can subscribe by sending a brief
e-mall message to: LISTPROC®AIR,
HARVARD EDU

The body of your message should
contaln ONLY the words 'SUBSCRIBE MINI-
AIR MARIE CURIE' (you may substltute
your own name for that of Madame Curie),

Dr A | Lindop, from Farnborough was
rather late In getting his October '98 Issue,
while we covered most of the solutlon In
the Christmas speclal nevertheless he has
a different slant on the solution,

"The comment was made that there
Is not much point in copying sideways
ROM images to disc, as they cannot he
run, I beg to differ, I have had a number
of old BBC ROMS on disk for many
years and occaslonally need to use
them, Sideways ROMs can be run from
the BBC emulator "/85Host", 1 use an
A5000 and have discovered a good way

Mike Cook takes some AIR

of starting up the emulator with
Sideways ROMs loaded and operating,
First you must run /85Host and then
exit using the command *QUIT,

“This enables all the commands
which allow the creation of sideways
ROMs, Without running /65Host first,
of all the ROM commands will fail, The
method I use to load the ROMS is
shown below, Each line is a *command
and I save them in an Obey File:

Mount ¢

DIR §.BBC,ROMS
AllocaterOM 14 4000
LinkROM 14 “ADE"
MakeROM 14
EmulateBBC

"The above command
explained helow:

“Mount 4, 1s used to mount the
appropriate (hard) disk, This should be
changed to match the local disk

lines are

Aaron Larnder goes on to ask another
question:

"I have two machines, an A5000
and an A3010 that I would like
to connect using Econet, The A5000
already has an Econet upgrade
fitted but the A3010 doesn't, and I
know the standard upgrade can't be
used with it, so Is it possible to get an
expansion card that provides Econet
capability?"

Yes you can get a card to fit an Econet
Into an A3010, but it's not as simple as
Just connecting two computers
together, You need a network server
(another computer dedicated to just
controlling the network). So you
are always “throwing away" one

computer, therefore there |§ not
much point in networking just two
computers (at least with Econet
anyway), If this were a Mae the
file sharing software would allow you
to do this through your serial port
but I know of nothing similar on an
Acorn,

And one from me, has anyone
written a software synthesiser for our
machine? I'm not talking about
something like the software synth from
ESP's as that converts a MIDI stream into
preset sounds, What I am after s
software where you can design the
sound making algorithm preferably
using a granular synth technique,
anyone know of one?
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system, Using '0' would mount the
3,6in floppy disk drive. The DIR
statement points to the directory
holding the ROM images if it s
necessary.

"Lines 3, 4, and 5 must all contain
the same sideways ROM/RAM location,
In this case location number 14 {s used,
As expected the AllocateROM command
allocates ROM 14 with a memory
allocation of 4000 bytes,

“The LinkROM command links the
file "ADE" to the allocated ROM
number, The file name should be
adjusted to match whatever flle is to be
loaded as a ROM image, (ADE is an
assembler ROM which Is very useful for
decoding BBC machine code,)

"The command MakeROM loads the
file Into the appropriate location for
use by the emulator, The last command
calls and runs the /65Host application,
with the loaded ROM acting as the
actlve ROM,

"Lines 3, 4 and 5 can be duplicated
for any number of ROM Images
provided that the ROM number Is
changed, Note that ROM numbers 8, 10
and 12 are used by /65Host for Utilities,
ADFS and Basic. Use the command
*ROMS when running the emulator to
see which ROMs are loaded and
avallable,

"Once loaded the old BBC B ROMs
can be run and operated just as they
were on the BBC B, I don't have a copy
of the View ROM, but I do have coples
of several others which all operate
correctly under the emulator, including
one I wrote myself many years ago.

"The original questioner to Mike
Cook, Harry Smith from Cheadle, asked
about saving the original ROM image
to disk, This is not trivial and
needs a BBC program to do the work, |
have a number of utilitles to do this



including a Basic program which is
on the cover disc.”

Jon Wright wants to know if he is trying
to do something impossible:

“I recently came about the idea of
turning my Risc PC into a ‘D] mixing
station’ that would allow me to do
things like mix two songs from either
CD drives, mp3 files or realtime input
and have this all done from a suitable
desktop front end. This is really
software based excepting the realtime
input which isn’t possible with my
setup at the moment.

“Now for the reason I am writing to
you; I'd also like to have a piece of
hardware so that I can do things like
simulating the spin of a record, control
the computer’s volume using a pot and
control mixing volume using a slider.
At the moment I'm looking into how
complex this would be. My knowledge
of electronics is up to A-level standard
although my father used to do a lot of
this sort of thing, for example,
controlling greenhouse conditions
from a Spectrum using the Interface I
I am currently doing Computer
Science/Business Studies at Brunel
University although right now I am on
work placement.

“lI have a BBC User/Analogue port
and MIDI port double width expansion
card and an orange Unilab ‘box’ which
I used to use for sampling sound into
my A5000. Now comes the barrage of
questions to which I hope you can shed
some light upon:

“Will I be able to use this user port
expansion card with the Risc PC
barring the obvious size problem? For
mixing purposes, I need to be able to
have the volumes of the different
sources at different volume levels, is
this going to be possible? Ideally I
would like to have some headphones
plugged into the back of the Risc PC so
that I can listen to a tune which isn't
currently being played through the
output. When I say output, I am
expecting to invest in some sort of
expansion card, perhaps the RiscBlaster
by ACE or perhaps I can use the
facilities of the Unilab box, I know
sound can be played out of it
(Armadeus used to do it) but this was in
a single tasking mode and up to what
quality I'm not sure. 44KHz is my
minimum.

“Would I be able to build some sort of
feedback ‘turntable’ that was controlled
initially by the computer at a set speed
according to the tune and the tune speed
could then be altered by stopping the
turntable or slowing it etc. On a related
note, is it possible to hijack the digital
sound signal out of the Risc PC and
convert it into an SPDIF type format so
that I could record digitally onto a MD
or digital amp? I would be grateful if you

Now Chris Woollard has also been
bitten by the Millennium bug, and
maybe has become infected, he writes:

"I am currently going through a
stage of checking my equipment for
the Year 2000. I realise that although
pretty much all of the Acorn range is
Y2K bombproof I have this strange
feeling that the local power supply
won’t be. So my query is this is it
possible to hook up a low voltage
power supply of 12V and 5V straight
through to the motherboard? And' if
so, what route should I' be taking?

“I currently have plans to provide
myself with a local supply of 24V from
a wind turbine and battery system,
and although I am quite able to step
down the voltage to a comfortable 12V
I would like to know what difficulties
there might be (if any) to power the
computer via a DC system, if there is
no power on 01/01/00.

“Certainly it would be nigh on
impossible to power a large monitor
from the supply I have in mind even
if I fitted an inverter between
batteries and itself so I reckon I could
get by with a low power LCD display
for the time being.”

I am sure that there is going to be no
such problem in the Year 2000 a lot of

could take some time to understand this,
perhaps quite nutty idea, and let me
know if it's a non-starter.”

My initial impression is that while any
one aspect of your project is perfectly
possible T am not sure that you can do
them all at once, certainly not as a
desktop application. It would be a lot
easier to do the mixing in hardware, see
my hardware mixer article.

However onto your specific questions,
the one about the deck simulator could be
done, [ would use a motor driving a mock
turntable with belt coupling. On the
turntable you need a shaft encoder or
digital pot that gives you pulses as it
turns, much like a mouse. Then set the
motor going at some speed (use pulse
width modulation) and measure the rate
of returned pulses. Then any hand
pressure speeding up or slowing down the
mock turntable can be detected and fed
back to the digital sampling rate.

I was in PC World the other day and I
saw a device you might be interested in. It
was a mock turntable and you put your
mouse on the edge of it to control
scratching. There was also PC software
but that was the interesting bit. It's price
was about £25 (although there was
another on priced £35).

Next controlling the computer’s
volume using a pot is just a simple A/D
converter, the one I did for the 1IC bus
would be best as there are four inputs to it
and you can easily expand it in groups of
four. The same goes for control mixing
volume using a slider, however there you

“Hints & tips )

the problem is just media hype written
by technically ignorant journalists. It
makes a sensational story, and then
when nothing much happened they will
all pat themselves on the back thinking
they alerted people to the problem in
time. Remember how all the world's
communication satellites were supposec
to be knocked out by the meteor storm
last November?

However to answer your problem it is
possible to run a computer off a DC
supply all you have to do is'to make a
regulator. 1 did a proj in April ‘87
which used a switch mode regulator,
the text of which is on the Net at:
http://math.mmu.ac.uk/Physics/Acorn/
BB/BB87.html

I don’t have any of the coils I used
anymore but you could probably
wind them yourself with the
appropriate core. A switched mode
system is most efficient but you
could use a simple series regulator if
you want. As to the display, in the
December ‘87 Micro User article I showed
how to drive a LCD display from the
computer. Unfortunately this was a
model B so the software would have to
be re-written for the RISC computers.
However [ really don’t think there will
be a problem,

would have to take the number you got
from the A/D and use it to mix the two
signals in proportion. For example if you
got the number 64 from the slider then
the output would consist of sample A x
64/255 plus sample B x (255-64)/255.

Regarding the user port expansion card
the electrical signals are just the same as
the single width ones so if you can get it
to fit it will work. As for the headphone
plugged into the back of the Risc PC for
listening to a tune which isn't currently
being played through the output, again
it's a simple matter as long as you can
multitask fast enough, however such Hi-Fi
demands for you own monitoring sounds
a bit greedy to me.

With regards to hijacking the digital
sound signal out of the Risc PC
unfortunately you can't get at it in
hardware, so you would have to divert it
in software. However, as the software only
works in bursts your hijacked data would
need buffering with a hardware FIFO if
you wanted to do it in real time. Also I
don't think there is the processing power
to convert it into a SPDIF format as there
is no floating point hardware but you
might be able to get away with it.

To conclude it sounds an interesting
project but I am not at all convinced that
it is cheaper than doing what you want to
do conventionally. [ also don't know if
the interrupt system has the latency for
what you require but I think you might
just manage it. However you will
definitely need to write it all inAU

machine code.
April 1999 Acorn User
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~THE DATA 701 OLD OR NEW, IF IT'S
s -;‘] BY ACORN OR FOR ACORN,
COME TO US!
Visit our well-equipped showroom
for the best service around.
For more information, see our
full-page ad elsewhere in this issue.
6 CHATTERTON ROAD BROMLEY KENT BR2 9QN
Tel 0181-460 8991 e Fax 0181-313 0400
‘ Web http://www.datstore.demon.co.uk/
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Pineapple
W Software

Pineapple have been in the Acorn marketplace for over eleven
years and we have recently moved into large new premises
where you can see a variety of Acorn equipment in action. We
specialise in building RiscPCs to your specification and we also
supply scanners, printers, harddrives or anything else you may
need for your Acorn system. We also undertake repairs and
upgrades to Acorn computers. Come and visit us for a chat!
Open 0900 - 1730 Mon - Sat
352 Green Lane, Iiford, Essex 1G39]JS
Phone 0181 599 1476 Fax 0181 598 2343

email:- sales@pineaple.demon.co.uk
httpz/iwww.pineaple.demon.co.uk

SUFFOLK

Acorn®  CASTLE TECHNOLOGY

Full range of Acorn Computers
Comprehensive back-up service

Call 01728 621222 or
fax us on 01728 621179
Ore Trading Estate Woodbridge Road Pramlingham Suffolk 1P13 9LL

emall: sales@castleechnology.cok
Wel: hisp/wmcastledechnologyeo.uk.

NORTH WEST
168 Elliott St.

Acorn Dealer and RiscOS Centre of Excellence

Acorn Spares and Repairs
All Acorn Machines available on 0% finance

Installation, Networking
Repairs on a no-fix See Main Advert on
Pages 4 & 5

no-fee basis.
Tel. 01942 797777 Fax 01942 797711




Textease

The most ﬂexibie,
straightforward =
and comprehensive

Your chance to
experience one of
the most talked about

word-processor and games on the Acorn
desktop pubiisher ever. Use itto platform for an even lower price!
make letters, invitations, cards, Experience the 3D world of Destiny,

banners, notices, posters,
overhead foils, in fact any kind
of text and graphics. It is
designed to be ideal for children
and is invaluable for older
children and adults.

‘where you must battle your way

puzzles across varied levels, seeking

- With you subscription.

The Crash of the Bank of England?

Collapse of the Government? Just what
difficulties will the Year 2000 cause you?
The “On the brmk "videois a non—

 through intelligent monsters and solve

the power cells you need to return. You
 could save up to £5 when you order

the World S numl:

ou already know what agreat
magazine ACORN USER is. It is
the only Acorn njagazme with up-to- -
the-minute Acorn news, in-depth
hardware and software reviews, and
without doubt the best cover discs
available.

What you might not know is that
by taking out a subscription today,
not only are you guaranteed never
to miss an issue of the biggest and

best Acorn magazine in the world,

but you can also claim an
excellent free gift or special offer,
available exclusively to all new
ACORN USER subscribers.

Prepare to be
astounded!
Seven years of
development have
produced the world’s most
sophisticated anagram
generator. Give the software a
name or piece of text and it will
use powerful artificial
intelligence techniques to
rearrange the letters to sag
~and wonderful things abou

impact of the Mlliermlum Bug in the "7
world’s computers and what you need to

do about it. Nearly £5 off when you order
w:th-your subscﬂptxonf'= F.ull informahnn )




Yes! | will subscribe...
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Please send me the following FREE Gift/Special Offer (tick one):

4773 [ | Desting e 4258 || Anagram Genius 3G
az48 [ | TextBase P 4772 [ | Y2K Video e
4705 || Binder & 2 mags i

Gall our: 24-hour, :
S“b sc rlphon Hoﬂlne There’s never been a better time to subscribe so take

advantage of one of these offers TODAY. See section 2.

Te I : 0 87 n 6 0 6 U 42 4 ) * AQ904UN D UK £39.99  A9904EN D EU £53.99  Ag904WN DWarld £66.99*
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*Unfortunately World subscribers are not eligible to receive the free gift/special offer
Please quote code ‘A9904"whenisubscribing by phone I wish to pay by:
{ ] Cheque/postal order made payable to Tau Press

SUBSCRIBING HAS NE"ER BEEN EASIER D Credit card (Visa/Access/Barclaycard/Mastercard/Eurocard/Connect)

Why not make your subscription even easier and Expiry date / SigNature ...,

subscribe by Direct Debit, spreading the cost of your Card No. | | \ I | | \ I | | | ! | 1 | |J
DIRECT subscription over quarterly hassle-free payments.
Debit Overayear you will receive 13 copies of Acorn User. Instruction to your Bank or Building
What's more, you need never worry about missing an issue again, Society to pay by Direct Debit BIRECT
as the subscription continues until you decide to cancel. Direct
Debit subscriptions cannot be taken over the phone or by fax.

Please enrol me as a subscriber to Acorn User.

4210 U with payments of £9.99 by continuous quarterly direct debit
{See section 2) Your subscription will continue until you cancel

Name of Bank/Building SOCIEtY....c.cvimrimmmsimsssnsis

Binder and 2 free magazines e

Name of Account Holder(s) ..o vverernereessreseeresienencmeiace s
Bank/Building Society AccountNo. | | | | | | | | |

Exclusive to Acorn
User this binder >
will hold up to 13 G0 i\ Branch Sort Code || || | |[ [ |

issues of your ! : 7 RS S e S P (SR, S

favourite magazine. | |
PLUS receive an | 7 s Instruction to your Bank or building society: originator's ID No, 851412

el ] -RZV'U Please pay IDG Media Direct Debits from the account detailed in this

3 d (i - Instuction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.
magazines ——— | understand that this Instruction may remain with IDG Media and, if so, details
absolutely f % 4 will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. Ref No. AU206

FREE!
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DAL iseiiiaiasunumsintsusunansiinsmanintassiuastsussmssnasiianbmsonsa abssusnrassasssinssnniogs
Now send your completed form and payment to:

¥ Acorn User, Tau Press, PO Box 9, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 8QQ. Please state if
credit card billing address is different from the delivery address. Photocopies
or handwritten versions of the above information are acceptable.

with g wl';:;lm:n

This guarantee should be detached and retained by the Payer.

The Direct Debit Guarantee DIRECT
@ This Guarantee is offered by all Banks @ If an error is made by IDG Media or your
and Building Societies that take part in Bank or Building Society, you are
the Direct Debit Scheme. guaranteed a full and immediate refund

@ If the amounts to be paid or the payments  from your branch of the amount paid.
dates change IDG Medlia will notify you 14 @ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
working days in advance of your account by writing to your Bank or Building Society.
being debited or as otherwise agreed. Please also send a copy of your letter tous.

All our software offers are StrongARM compatible.
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Write to Acorn User, Tau Press, Media House, Adlington Park, Macclesfield, SK10 4NP. E-mail: letters @acornuser.com

‘Sibelius finished’ Part |

[ read with great interest the letter from
Steve Reading (January issue) and have to
say that my own experiences are not very
different from those which your
correspondent has described.

I retired from full time work some four
years ago and, while never a full-time
professional musician, I have for many
years been a keen and very busy amateur
musician. On retirement I purchased an
Acorn computer simply because I wished
to be able to make use of a good
quality music writing program which I
thought I could put to good use in my

Ancestry news

Last year you gave a great lift and then a
sudden let-down to all users of Ancestry I,
the genealogical package, when you
announced that a new form of the original
Ancestry I was being written which would
probably solve the many problens that the
abysmal Ancestry II had created for all
lovers of the original program.

The circumstances which brought

about a halt to this new development

were indeed tragic, but we hoped that
someone would be able ro take up the
almost completed task.

Since you reported that people to do
this were being sort there has been a
complete silence in your magazine about
developments. I am sure that I am not
the only one waiting with baited breath
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retirement. This has proved to be quite
correct and I have enjoyed (and still
enjoy) using [Sibelius and would
recommend it to anyone.

During the middle of last year my wife
and I decided that we could update our
computer and decided to buy a Risc PC
with  StrongARM facility, a greatly
increased memory, CD-ROM and a
scanner and we actually acquired this
package during the early part of
september.

Imagine my reaction when I read that
ISibelius - despite all assurances to the
contrary - decided that they were going

for a positive outcome. Please find out
the latest position and put us out of our
misery at the earliest opportunity.

Mr F T Haylett

Paul Vigay was kind enough to supply the
necessary information...

“Ancestry+ will be sold by APDL who
now have the rights. They forwarded the
source to me so I have completed Graham's
nearly finished Ancestry+ and it appears to
be all working, I'm just waiting to hear from
Dave Holden (APDL) about bug reports, as
he said he has a list of things to forward on
to me but I haven't received them yet. When
Ido I will fix them ASAP and then I presume
he will release it.

Once a first release version is available

to abandon and make their product
available to the PC market. My own
daughter - who had previously run Acorn
machine - did suggest, when I bought the
RPC, that maybe I was making a mistake
and should have retained my old A3010
just to use for /Sibelius and that [ should
have purchased a PC (not Acorn) for all
our other computer work, and I certainly
now wish that I had listened to her.

I am greatly disappointed with Acorn -
not with the performance of my Risc PC
however, except of course that it will not
run half the CDs which I have because the
programs are not compatible, but simply

and there hopefully aren't too many bugs to
fix I will start working on Ancestry 3 which
will be a complete re-write — which I was
going to work on with Graham anyway,
before his sad death. Ancestry+ should be
available pretty much as soon as Dave
Holden has forwarded me the bug reports
from beta testers, and unless something
major is discovered (which it shouldn't be
because I've tested it quite a lot) it should be
released soon after. Ancestry3 probably
won't appear before the summer though, or
probably in time for this years Acorn World
show (if there is onelll).

I have a web page at http://www.matrix.
clara.net/Acorn/tp/ancestry.html giving more
details. This will soon be updated with screen
shots, and other useful information.”



because I think I was ‘taken for a ride’ by
those to whom I explained my idea for
updating my existing computer. They did
nothing whatever to advise me - from
their professional standpoint - that
perhaps what I was proposing to do was
not in my best interests.

I wonder how many more of your
readers feel similarly ‘let down’ by both
Acorn and in my particular case by
Sibelius - the one reason why I purchased
Acorn originally?

Alan Sardeson

‘Sibelius finished’ Part Il

In reply to Steve Reading’s letter (January
issue), I would like to explain a few points
about the new /Sibelius program.

The new program is not a version of
ISibelius 7 for the PC - it's a completely
new piece of software. It was written
from scratch in C++, and internally has
nothing in common with !Sibelius 7
(which was written in machine code and
could never be converted to Windows).

We decided to write the new /Sibelius
program in C++ so that we could provide
many useful features which /Sibelius 7
users have been crying out for for years,
and which were too hard to program in
machine code. Because C++ is platform-
independent, this also meant we could
release the new program on PC and Mac
in addition to Acorn.

Right up to the day Acorn announced
its closure of the workstation division we
were planning to release the new program
for RISC OS as soon as possible, though
we had been waiting for some time for a
new version of the Acorn C++ compiler.

With the closure of the workstation
division Acorn also shelved the new
compiler, which is why there is now
unfortunately no prospect of an Acorn

- version of the new /Sibelius program.

We are as sorry about this as anyone -
we devoted a lot of programming time
and expense on the new Acorn version,
and our customers have quite rightly
been expecting, as we had, that an Acorn
version would be released alongside
versions for the PC and Mac.

Though it is theoretically possible that
someone might develop a suitable
compiler in the next few months, it would
still take a further six months or so for us to
complete the Acorn version. By that time -
probably the year 2000 - it is not clear that
there would be enough people still wanting
to run the new program on Acorns. A large
proportion of our users have already

bought the new program for the PC, and I
doubt many users (most of whom are
professional who need Sibelius every day)
would be prepared to wait another year for
an Acorn version to appear.

However, there is no reason why
anyone who is happy with running
ISibelius 7 on their Acorn computer
should need to consider moving to a PC
or Mac, and we are continuing to provide
support on Acorn Software and hardware
entirely as normal.

Finally, I'm not quite sure why Steve's
letter was headed ‘Sibelius finished' -
nothing could be further from the truth!
We are expanding faster than ever, with
offices worldwide, including San
Fransisco, Los Angeles and Dallas. The
release of the new [Sibelius program has
brought the benefits of our software to
many thousands of musicians worldwide.
I'd have thought ‘Sibelius goes from
strength to strength’ would have been
more appropriate!

Ben Finn
MD Sibelius Software Ltd

'WBModules nightmare

On friday last week I was in WH Smith'’s
in Warrington and I bought a copy of the
March Acorn User. I do not buy this
magazine regularly but occasionally
depending upon what is on the disc.
Looking at the cover disc page I decided
to buy it as I was interested in the
ICassInlay programme by Paul F Johnson.

My interest is due to the fact that I
have used a simple programme /InlayPrint
for many years to produce the inlay card
for church tapes which I record and copy
for those who are unable to get to church.
When | loaded the program I got a
message “Please locate !WBModules and
try again. A copy can be found in the
demos  section at  http://stcoll.
ac.uk.clares”. Sadly I am one of the many
who own an Acorn computer but do not
have access to the Internet.

I have searched through the magazine
and nowhere can I find any warning that
I would not be able to run this
programme without these modules. It is
very unfair and bad business practice not
to put such information on the cover disc
page. At one time we were also told
whether a programme could run on the
old Acorn models. I own an A5000 and an
A3010 and I am sure that there are many
thousands of Acorn owners who also do
not own a Risc PC machine. I notice the
*Info page has no such advice. Please be

aware that there will be many like me
who have bought this month's magazine
in good faith and been disappointed. It
will also be sad for Paul F Johnson as only
a chosen few will benefit from what he
has produced. =

It is very sad that there is only one
publication supporting the Acorn
platform. I enjoyed Archimedes World and
thought they produced some excellent
discs over the years. Oh for the days when
there were three magazines, when you
were Editor of Acorn Computing, when we
had even better discs!
Elvin Rose (feeling shortchanged)

The watergate scandal, Bill Clinton and
Monica Lewinsky, that Arsenal goal against
Sheffield Wednesday in the Cup, surely none
of these have caused the same uproar and
public outery as the missing |WBModules did
in mid-February.

Let me explain what happened, then
hopefully you'll all put down those keyboards
you're holding so menacingly and begin to
forgive me.

It was a very simply mistake, the author
(Paul F Johnson) sent us his program,
ICasslnlay, to be included on the cover disc. T
popped it into my machine, dropped it onto
my harddrive and ran it - everything worked
fine. What I didn't realise was that this
program required !WBModules to run,
something I already have in my !Boot Tasks
file which I'm sure the fairies must have
placed there because I've never seen it before
in my life.

I then unwittingly placed !Cassinlay on
the cover disc without it's companion
!WBModules resulting in much cursing of
Tau Press up and down the land.

All I can say is I didn't know, no-one in
the office knew and I hope I've partly made
up for it by placing it on this month’s cover
disc instead.

Am I forgiven? Dunstan
(Assistant Editor)

Orchard

Air your views

If there's something you want to ‘get off
your chest’ or you have some interesting
information for your fellow Acarn User
readers, then write in to:

Letters page, Acorn User,

Media House, Adlington Park,
Macclesfield, SK10 4NP

or e-mail: letters@acornuser.com

Please note that we do not guarantee a
personal reply to letters.

April 1999 Acorn User
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‘'m in  Ross-on-Wye looking for

bookshops, but I've got my towns
muddled and all the bookshops are
actually along the Wye in Hay. What
Ross-on-Wye does have is the greal
white hope for vector graphics on the
Acorn platform himself: Nicholas van der
Walle.

Nicholas was the voice behind Astute
Graphics and now fronts Cerilica which
will shortly be releasing !Vantage onto the
Acorn graphics community. His official
title is marketing director, a job that suits
his bullish personality extremely well.

“I find in the Acorn market, both the
typical user and business person are much
more withdrawn than in a larger
commercial environment. I am from an
engineering background and I have seen
how they operate there. Publicity firms
are loud-mouthed and all that. I thought,
‘Well, blow it." I have spent the last year
just talking on the phone, making
contacts and that's how you get the
impression we have been around longer.

“I have quite a few people visit here
thinking that we are a big company with
a warehouse. All you have to do is keep on
chatting. Other people in the market
seem to enjoy their work but not the PR,
but then again I don't have any other
talent except for talking, that's what it
comes down to. I don’t understand why
more people don’t do it, be more go-
getting.”

Nicholas did a sandwich degree in car
design at university - in his very [irst job
they got rid of half the company after six
months. Nicholas quickly realised that in
this environment you are on your own,
and have to make your own luck.

After university Nicholas got a job
designing JCB's - just the cabs to start
with, then the whole thing. During this
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time he used his Acorn all the time and
completely annoyed the design manager
who wanted Nicholas to use pen and
paper. Fortunately, the managing director
was on Nicholas's side.

Nicholas then started Astute Graphics,
named after a remote-controlled car.
Unfortunately, the demand for graphic
artists in the Acorn market was and is low,
because people can do it themselves.
Quite often they shouldn't (and it shows),
but they can and do. So he decided to
branch out into software, and set to
work on a replacement for [ArtWorks,
something he and much of the Acorn
community had been clamouring for for
years.

He tested out the market with a little

We are here to
make money and
we have to do
it properly

package called !Phantasm, which was a
sort of post-processor for the colours in
ArtWorks files. As he can’t program - “not
even Hello World!" - Nicholas got
someone else to write it. /Phantasm went
very well, making a little money but more
importantly showing that there really was
a market there to make money from.

By luck (but probably self-made luck)

Nicholas met the right people to
get  Cerilica going. In Cerilica,
Simon  Birtwistle does all the

programming, while Nicholas keeps the
customers  happy  and is  the

general dogsbody.

“We are here to make money and we
have to do it properly,” proclaims Nicholas.
“That is what a market is. We are not here
for a laugh, we are doing it because we
want to make a living. If I had left high
school at 16 and gone and been a welder 1
would have probably earned £50,000 more
than I have done; 1 calculated that the
other day and it was quite frightening. At
some point I want that money back.”

Nicholas was brought up literally a
stone’s throw away from the current Tau
Press offices. He remembers playing in the
fields before they built the ‘horrible’
building. His father worked at Manchester
University and would bring home BBC Bs
on which Nicholas would play Elite.

“The first time I touched an Archimedes
was in the library at high school”, continues
Nicholas. “It was a brand new computer, a
lovely shiny thing, and I thought I would
see if there was a game on it. I found this
thing called !HForm and, not knowing what
it was, thought it might be some sort of
game. It asked me if I wanted to re-format
the hard disc. I thought ‘Yes'....then I
thought ‘No!" but it was too late. They had
just spent a whole week putting every single
book into the Archimedes.’

Nicholas is not an Acorn fanatic as
such - to him it’s just another tool like a
Black & Decker drill. But he's aware that
others, many of them potential
customers, see it very differently.

“People ask whether 1 would leave the
market. I will be loyal to the market; if we
sell enough to make money to do the next
version we will give you the next version.
We already have enough money in
deposits to cover what we have done. So
long as enough people buy the program

we will continue to develop it.” A
Jill Regan U



'Peak Performer’
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"Web Wizard'

Special Pineapple RiscPC Computer price deals

A7000+, 2Gb hd, 8mb, x32 CD, 14" mon, 80w spkrs -
(£200 FREE s/ware - (Foundation or Extreme bundle, please ask)
233Mhz SA, 1.2Gb hd, 8mb, x8 CD
233Mhz SA, 1.2Gb hd, 20+2Mb, x8 CD, 2 slot b/plane
233Mhz SA, 6.4Gb hd, 64+2Mb, x32 CD, 2 slot b/plane
233Mhz SA, 1.7Gb hd, 32+2Mb, x24 CD, 15" mon, 80w spkrs
(FREE 56k modem, ]LaSIWl‘ltCl" Pro, Bmwse & Java)
'High Spec' 233Mhz SA, 4.3hd, 36+2Mb, x8 CD, 586-100 PC Card,
PCPro v2 & PC Ex, Windows98, 15'""mon, 120 watt spkrs - £1699 inc vat
Upgrades available with any computer purchase:- Digital monitors 14" £99, 15" £129, 17" £229,
Upgrade x8CD to x36CD - £25, Upgrade PCPro to PCPro v3(not inc PC Ex) - £25, Add Studio24Pro - £49
All computers are supplied with Studio 24 v1 software and one years sub to the Virus Protection Scheme.
Finance is available on the Acorn items in the above deals, over 12 or 24 months -

- £939 inc vat

£ 879 inc vat

£1089 inc vat
£1199 inc vat
£1349 inc vat

9.9% APR

Scanner

Plustek 9636P - 600dpi, parallel port model
NEW!! Epson GT7000 - 600dpi, SCSI

- £259 inc vat,

- %149 inc vat

Plustek OpticPro 9636 600dpi £149.00

Epson Filmscan 200 (transpar) £435.00

Canon Canoscan 2700F (trnsp) £557.00
SCSI Cards & Cables

Cumana SCSI II Card £175.00
EESOX SCSIII Card £145.00
50 mini 'D' to 50 Centronics £16.00
50 mini 'D' to 25 'D' plug £16.00
25'D' plug to 50 Centronics  £13.99

Switch Boxes
These are ideal for parallel port
switching between a printer & scanner

Parallel 2 way £16.99
Parallel 4 way £19.99
Serial 2 way £19.99
25'D' plug to 25 'D' plug £4.99
25'D' plug to 36 Centronics £4.99
Monitor+Keyboard 2 way £19.99
15way HD to 15way HD cable  £4.99
15 way HD fully screened £16.99

Male-male mini DIN keybrd cab £3.00
Mini DIN to 5 pin keybrd adptr  £1.50
5 pin DIN to 5 pin DIN keybrd  £2.50

Many other types also available please ask

Bare SCSI harddrives

1.0Gb SCSI £99.00
4.2Gb SCSI £219.00
6.4Gb SCSI £299.00
9.1Gb SCSI £359.00

SCSI Cables - to order, please ask
ZIP parallel port drives
Tomega parallel port ZIP drive £119.00

Acorn parallel software £25.00
[omega SCSI internal ZIP £109.00
Iomega internal IDE ZIP £75.00

(for use with IDE expansion card)

100Mb ZIP cartridge £9.99
Pack of 5 Zip Cartridges £45.00

‘ccmm ele pmei of the power of this
creative tool" Acorn User Mar96

~ Studio24Pro

Many Acorn User front covers
have been crealcd from scratch
using this | plogmm aloni

low just » £99.00 »

Usel‘s note l REE update, )2 161 is now availi lble

Best Buys NEW!! Epson GT7000 photo, SCSI - £299incvat
All scanner prices include Imagemaster & Twain software for Acorn +PC
Internet RiscPC Memory Monitors
56,000 Flex modem - Flash U/G ~ £89.00 | | IMb VRam £69.00 | |Tiyama 15" 350 £ 145.00
Acorn !Browse (CD only) £39.99 | [2Mb VRam £89.00 | | 1iyama 17" 400 (S701GT) £316.00
Ant Internet Suite software £116.33 | |8Mb SIMM £ 14.00 Tiyama 17" 400 Pro : £359.00
G O 3 16Mb SIMM £24.00 | |Tiyama 19" 450 £ 487.00
eneral Upgrades 32Mb SIMM £59.00 | [Tiyama 19" 450 Pro INEW! £527.00
Backplanes 64Mb SIMM £99.00 | |Tiyama 21" 501 Pro £ 799.00
2 slot backplane £ 34.00 Tiyama 21" 502 Pro £819.00
2nd Slice (inc 4 slot backplane) £ 89.00 PC Cards & Software CTX mans have (3 year on-site warranty)
Midi Card DX4-100 PC Card £229.00 | |CTX 14" Digital Scan £125.00
MIDIMax II - Midi Card £92.83 | [586-100 (Acorn) PC Card £329.00 | [CTX 15" Digital Scan £ 145.00
SCSI Cards 586-133 (CJE) PC Card £351.33 | [CTX 17" .28 70Khz Digital £ 259.00
Eesox SCSI 11 £145.00| | PC Pro & PC Exchange £49.95 | |ICTX 17" .26 92Khz Digital £ 299.00
Cumana SCST 1T £175.00| [ Windows 938 . £79.00 [ |CTX 17" Futura .25 dot £359.00
SCSI Cable £ 16.00[ |MicroSoft Small Business Ed.  £179.00 | | Acorn AKF60 14" £264.00
cocur  |[N—-> Hard | ss" PAL  Colour
Scanners m = Drives || -5 i Prmters
There are now a number of scanners ﬁlm..lppkﬁ; removable drive system is ‘ ; TV COderS Canon . BIC 430{) £129.00
which will work on RiscOS. The available for IDE and SCSI systems. The VGA Converter allows the output Canon BJ(‘4650 (A3) £969.00
Plusteks work on the parallel port so no | | IDE removable system £19.00] | of any Acorn Computer (or PC) to be Canon BIG5500 (A2) £649.00
extra interface is required. All our SCSI removable system £25.00] | displayed on'a normal TV or recorded Epson Stylus 200 mono . £139.00
scanner prices include Twain and Bare IDE harddrives onto a video recorder. Outputs include | [ Epson Stylus 200°colour - £179.00
Imagemaster software. SCSI scanner 1.2Gb IDE £40.00] | RGBS, S-VHS and Composite PAL. Epson Stylus Colour 440 £139:00
prices do not include the SCSI cable. 43Gh IDE £124.00| | The VGA converter works in VGA and Epson Stylus. Colour 640 £1794)0)
Studio24Pro with any scanner - add £491 | 6.4Gb IDE £159.00] | SVGA screen modes and is ideal for the Fpmn St },flus Coigur 850 £279.00)
Epson GT7000 SCST - INEW! £259.00 {2 way IDE cable £3.50| | RiscPC/ATO00.Please ask for more info. ) ; : £259.00
Epson GT’.’(_)()() photo - INEW! £%9l).()0 IDE Expansion VGA Converter PAL Coder  £159.00 { |1 esk) ; - £369.00
Epson GT9500 par&SCSI £519.00 1 4 1pE Expansion card £69.00| rPerr e BT 1P Laserj }ct 1100 (laser mcmo) £289.00

Scheme has been running
for over six years and is
still being updated with
new viruses on a regular
basis. New software
versions are sent out (o
members every three
months and the total
number of viruses which
can be removed is well over 200. The
latest version is now scanning at up to
four times faster than previous versions
despite coping with many more viruses.
Joining fee just £28.20
Inexpensive multi-user licences
'If you're inferested in virus protection,
Jjoin the Pineapple virus protection
scheme and buy Killer. Accept no
alternative - 'Acorn User Feb 96

As an Acorn Centre of Technology
Pmcapple r:cm help you wzrh ALI yaur
il

!!Specials !!
Acorn (Sony) x8 CDRom
drives RiscPC/A7000
with RiscOS 3.6/3.7 £25.00

Other Items

StrongARM upgrades £279.00
EasiWriter Pro £116.32
TechWriter Pro £178.59
Acorn !Browse (CD only) £39.99
Acorn RiscCafe (JAVA)(CD)  £39.99
RiscOS 3.7 upgrade £64.62
Sibelius 7 Student v3.5 £351.00
Sibelius 7 soltware v3.5 £699.00
AT000 upgrade to A7000+ £249.00

We have many items in stock which are
not shown in this advert. Please ask for
anything you require which may not be
shown. We also undertake repairs and
upgrades to all Acorn computer models.

Collection can be arranged if necessary.
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Videodesk is a powerful non-linear video
editing system. It allows full-size, full-colour
and full-motion video to be edited to frame
accuracy, and effects and titles added. The
finished material can then be output back to
video for recording or display.

Key Features:

® Composite and S-Video inputs and outputs.
* 50 fields per second capture and playback.
e 24 bit colour range.

e Resolution of up to 768 pixels x 576 lines.

e High-quality uncompressed still grabs.

e VITC Timecode input and output.

e 16 bit stereo audio inputs and outputs.

e Audio sampling at up to CD and DAT rates.

¢ Multiple audio tracks (polyphonic).

e Instant playback of edits.

e High performance Replay movie capture.
e Multi-level undo and redo.

e Tidit Decision List (EDL) generation.

Risc TV is a unique multimedia digitiser

| complete with built-in television tuner and

audio processor, which allows you to watch

| television on the desktop and digitise high
| quality still images from the tuner or an

external video source.

Unlike other digitisers, Rise TV uses
special hardware to overlay video directly.
So, full motion video can be displayed in
24 bit colour, with no processor or bus
overhead. Now you can watch television
and use your computer!

@l videodesk

Videodesk

Non-linear Video Editor
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Sophisticated video editing software is supplied as
standard, which is flexible and simple-to-use. Editing
is performed on a multi-track time-line with separate
audio and video tracks.

. Video effects are generated digitally and include over

100 dissolves, wipes, fades and slides. Comprehensive
titling software uses the RISC OS outline font system,
and titles can be made to scroll, flash, fade and be
overlayed onto the video.

| We support Epson's range of high quality

| colour flat-bed and film scanners, suitable
|| for home, school and business applications.
All scanners are supplied complete with
our renowned Prolmage driver software.
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| As the leading independent supplier of

| digital cameras to the Acorn market, we
| have support for over thirty different

" models from the leading manufacturers -
| Agfa, Epson, Olympus, Sanyo, and Sony.

Contact us for full details of scanners and
cameras, and latest pricing information.

Scanners & Cameras

For théEo_mpiete Picture...

Irlam Instruments Ltd,

Brunel Science Park, Brunel University, Kingston Lane, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UB8 3PQ.
Tel/Fax: 01895 811401 Email: sales@irlam.co.uk ¢

Visit our website: www.irlam-instruments.co.uk




