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PAGE I... 

long as there is any subject 

and fresh light! Hopefully 
this magazine will allow 
users to do just that. view the simation as in- 

As %bit micro owners, we evitable, but not terminal. 

must come to accept - if we Those of us who enjoy the 

haven't already - that any BEER should continue to 

company previously support- share that enthusiasm with 

, t i <  the REEB will find it diffi- 

cult to continue to support 

'old' technology , while still 

mainraining a viable h s i .  

ness. It's obviously more at- 

tractive - and sensible - to 

move with technology and other like minded users and 

cover new machines. let the big guns concentrate 

on newer, faster machines. 
CONTINUED SUPPORT Who knows, perhaps we'll all 

One magazine that tries to be able to  own an  

continue to support all of Archimedes A5000 and we 

Acorns range, from the can join the club with the 
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This is the section of the magazine 
where I get the chance to voice my opin- 

ion - Ah, what freedom! 1 hope that you 
find this magazine interesting, and per. 
haps even useful and enccuraging, 
Them'sabsolutely no reason why theage 
of any activity or hobby should stop i t  
from being successful; are ycu telling me 
that Vintage Cats am new!! Yet people 
start clubs, magazines, ~xie t ies ,  rallys, 
supermarket chains, in fact almost any- 
thing they can to further indulge in their 

pursuits. Take a look at any enthusiasts 
p u p  - y m . ~  no doubt find that *eytre 
involved in all of the above listed activ. 

ities (maybe not leaning too heavily on 
the supermarket bit) and perhaps a few I 

didn't mention. The success of any sub- 
ject depends on the people who want to 
be involved in it, not on things such as 

age, cost, location or anything else di- 
rectly related to the actual interest. 
Many schools still use BBCs in large 
quantities, normally attached to lot d 
additional hardware, such as Robot 
Arms, and 'Turtles', and of course there 
is still an enormous educational software 

base, probably the largest, second only to 
~ c o r n ~ s  newer Archimedes range. The 
BBC may not be able to stand up to 

more modem computers in terms of pro- 
cessing power or in the area of graphics 
but which other machine is so expand- 
able or interface-able without a lot of ad- 
ditional cost! It's no wonder so many 
schools opted for it when they did, and 
why so many still find them useful today. 

I can't think of any other computer with 
such a great heritage, that still has such a 
successful future. Here's to many more 

yean of learning and enjoyment with 
the BBC! 



* THIS IS T H E  BBC ... % 

N E W S  
IS THERE REALLY LIFE OUT THERE IN 8.BIT LAND? HOPEFULLY WE 

r 

CAN TELL YOU 

PASS THE 
HAT FOR 

OUR FRIEND 
ACORN 
1th its share price 

falling faster than the W 
p o d  against the dollar, 

Acorn battened down the 

hatches last week a d  ran for 
cover. The country's n~unher 

two micro d c r  bdly nccxir ;I 

confidence boaster, but it 's 

hard to see where that might 

come from The confidence of 
the men who matter in the 
City of London has been drain- 
ing away since the turn of the 

year. when it became apparent 
that Acorn's Christmas sales 

had been disappointing. The 

city was impressed enough with 

Acorn in late 1983, when the 

company issued sham at a 

price of l20p each. la ter the  
price rose to l93p; Last week it 

fell to 23p at one stage. In late 

1983 the BBC Micro wasn't 

two years old and rhe Elecwn 

had only just been announced. 
Acorn's financial results for the 

year up to July 1983 gave it 

profits of E8,632,W on 
m v e r  of more than E42 mil- 

lion. Apparently a reputadon 

for late product launches, de- 
layed development projeco. 

and aim complete d&eo 

didn't wcuble the ci, ilntil 
the middle of 1983 it was c l m  

to i w i b l e  to get anything 

out of Acorn - in telephone 

ux peqxma~~y engaged. lts 

planned expnsion of the BBC 

system proceeded very slowly, 

and third party suppliers reg> 

larly k t  it to the punch with 
BBC add-ons. But the compa- 
ny continued to p r m r ,  

I I I 1 1  1 I 

tiact. Then 1984 saw the 
Elecuon revealed as inadequate 
in the face of swng competi- 
tion. Acorn stayed aloof from 
the price-cutting fwer that 
swept the home computer 

business. The fact that the 

BBC Micro's price was steady 

looked like a sign of stability 

and good health at Acorn - 
but it didn't help sles oversear, 

and led eventually to the US 
debacle. Between January 1983 
and December 1984 Acorn 

flirted with the US market k t  

it made little impression as the 

tatdes involving Apple, IBM, 
Commodore and Atxi hushed 
it aside. A staf f  of five w;s left 

from the peak of40. Back home 

in the same period ssme tradi- 

t i o d  Acorn problems -short- 

ages of ROM chips and disk 

interface components, late ar, 
r i d  r o d  pm-rs. imie 

cision over pricing - refused to 

paway.Theprqwctofacon- 
vaction in its education h i -  

nes a i a  l m m d  h t  the 

company expanded on the 

homfrontaswel lasaW. lt 

tmk over a nerworking compd- 

ny called Toms, and made the 
first move towards hying 

Torch. lr's Plan for growth up 
to 1990 included a 12  acre ex- 
pansion of its h w  at Cherry 
I I I I I I O I ~ ,  i l r a r  I:.it~il>riJge, i111d 
the recruitment of 503 exua 
staff. As Christmas l 9 8 4 a p  
praxhed. Acorn was hoyant 
'We did not m the prcduc- 
tion tap ctT over che summer 
per id ,  said a spokesman, refer- 

ring to the step the company 

had taken to avoid a repetition 

of the previor~s year's shortages. 

lt got a shot in the arm at the 
same rime From a well-ptbli- 

cised awey - Acorn system, 

thesurveyshowed, wereamong 

the mcst reliable on the mar- 
ket Since the survey had been 
carriedcut onbehalfofAcom's 

advertising agency, ltarasn't w- 

prisiq to find rhe m l t s  pre 
sented in p re -Chr im ads, to 

go with the eqemive television 

campaign. lndirecrly this ledto 
the fracas between Sir Clive 

Sindair and Chris &rry in a 

1 

Cambridge wine tar at the end 
of the yzx. Sir clive stuck the 

boot in with more effect when 

he c h d  the price of 
Spectiurn Plus. Awrn respond- 

ed by lopping (70 of the price 

of the Elecwn. As its dealers 

complained. it r i m m i  t h  

number of its disnibutorsfrorn 

17 to six in the interests of effi- 
ciency. Alex Reid, ex-British 

Telecom, was appointed chief 
executive-perhap topemade 
the City that experienced 
kuld6 W C ~ C  in col~troi ill 
Acorn. But Reid had no timeto 
make an impact - within days 
of his appointment, and with 
the share price tumbling, 
Acorn dropped its h k e r s  and 
financial advisor, b t  its b m  

kers, saw the Torch deal slip 

away, and finally asked the 

Stock Exchange to suspend 

d i n g  in its shares. Having 

chosen to go to the City for 

funding on 1983, Acorn can 

only survive on the City's 

tern. That means restoring 

confidence - and that means 
finding a lot of money. Will 

anybody paa the hat round for 

a beleagued compltercom- 
pany! if you haven't a w y ,  a 
ha'penny will do.. . 

7% arddc wat d e n  from 

Fcbncay's issue of Personal 

Computer New - 1985!! 



YOUR 

LETTERS 
YOUR VIEWS ON LIFE IN THE 80BIT FAST LANE. 

T his is the part of the 
magazine where your 

ideas, tips and problems wifl 

hopefully be well represent- 
ed. Most people find this 

section the one they turn to 
first so put pen to paper and 
share with the world all 
your &bit nigglies. 

1 have had my BBC 
micro for six years 

and 1 have a slight problem. I 

don't know how to switch it 
on. I've read the manual 
from cover to cover but can't 
find what I need to help me. 

As you can probably appreci- 

ate this is a fmstration to me 

as I cannot use the software 

that 1 also purchased with 

the computer, and I've yet to 

find out what all the hype 
has been with this Repton 

chappie. 

Yours, Mr. Bean, Dwon 

The solution to your 
problem may lie with more 

than one option: First, try 
looking at the User Guide 

on page 7. Half way down 

the page the paragraph 
reads, "Next, plug your 
computer lnto the mains 
and switch on...." If that is 

not explanation e n o u h  
then the second option may 

be more appropriate: pack 
up all your equipment, s e U  
it to some other needy 

ByteBack subscriber and 

with the money buy the 

Ladybird range of ABC 

books and call us in a cou- 
ple of years... (Ed.) 

As a proud BBC 'B' 
owner for three years 

(along with several other 
computers, a food blender, a 

home made atomic power 
station and other knick- 
knacks) I have been looking 

around for a decent magazine 

to support it, when 1 h a p  

pened upon this issue of 

ByteBack (How I got this let- 

ter into it is part of a project 

I'm working on regarding 

matter transfer - more about 

that another time). I would 

just like to say what a breath 

of fresh air for all aspiring 
BBC users. Your magazine 

supports an intelligent view 
of the BBC, and is thoroughly 

entertaining as well. I would 
just like to mommend that 

all BBC owners everywhere 

should immediately turn to 
page 12, fill in the coupon 
and send it on icJ way to 

at once. Thank you for d- 
ing my life complete. 

Yours, Paul Harvey (Editor) 

Thank you for your 
(Ehem) unbiased views. 
Please accept a year's free 

subscription to this jam- 

packed magazine for submit- 

ting this month's star letter. 

(Ed.) 

I am replying to your 
letter which I re- 

ceived today. 1 have passed 
on the detaib d your maga. 
line to a few friends, who are 

keen BBC users, just like me. 
Personally I have some ideas 
for magazine content, and 

abilities that may interest or 

be helpful to you, when de. 

vising your magazine. It has 

been quite a while since a a 

magazine for the BBC micro 

has been produced. Far to 

many 'BBC magazines' cater 

for the Archimedes and leave 

the BBC ou7ners with noth- 

ing. 1 think a great need for 

BBC owners is a section of 

classified ads. This will allow 
users to buy more parb for 
their computer, keeping their 
machine alive. A great prob- 

lem today is that items mch 

as disc drives, monitor cables 
etc are very difficult to ob- 
tain. Another idea is reviews 

of software. The old 'classics' 

and the newer games could 

be reviewed, giving people a 

chance to see how good a 

particular game is. A person 
could write in and ask what 

games they would like to see 
reviewed. However I feel that 

not only games should be re- 
viewed, as items such as Mini 
office and Mini office 2 would 

be ideal review possibilities. 
Personally 1 would like to see 
a small sections of the rnaga- 
zine, sold to home based 
computer firms. For instance 

people selling second hand 
BBC hardware and sofnvare 
from home, having their own 

section in the magazine. Not 

only basic BBC B owhers 

should be catered for, as 

there are a great many people 

who use the BBC MASTER, 
6502 and 280 processors, and 

SIDEWAYS RAM. Each of 
these could have their own 

section, and this would at- 

tract more BBC owners to 
buy the magazine. I personal- 

ly own a MASTER computer 
and would like to see a sec- 

tion dedicated to the ma- 
chine. In my mind a problem 

page is vital, as many people 

have problems which could 
be answered quite easily. 
Therefore this service would 

offer for the fvst time in three 

or so years, the chance for 
BBC owners to have their 

-- 
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MORE OF YOUR 

LETTERS 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. .. 

5 ByteBack Issue one 

problems solved. BBC infor- 
mation is becoming hard to 
find and very expensive. 

Therefore a problem page 
would cost the person noth- 

ing and be very helpful, 

Another thought is special 

run-downs on hardware, giv- 

ing an overall view of some of 

the BBC products available 

through second hand dealers, 

For instance the BBC 

BUGGY or the AMX 
MOUSE could be analysed 
and criticised. Something 

that really is necessary in the 

magazine is a CHIPSHOP 
section. This would be a 
place where people could buy 
and sell microchips for the 
BBC. Far too often have BBC 

machines been rendered use- 
less because of a missing or 
broken microchip. I ,  like 
many others have quite a 
wide variety of ROMS but lit- 
tle processing chips. There- 
fore ROMS could also be 
bought and sold. 

E.CLqaysm 
Salisbury, Wiltshire 

It's nice to hear of your 

suggestions. You'll notice, if 

you glance through this first 

issue, that most of what 

you've asked for has been 

implemented. As with any 

and will continue with llic 
Beebug magazine. 1 will never 
get any other make of com- 

puter, if and when all the 8- 
bit Acorn machines are 

finished, I shall have to go 

back to Gardening and/or 

Decorating etc. Will the pro- 

posed 'ByteBack' be on disc 

similar in layout to '8 Bit 

Software' or 'Solinet', or in 

booklet form and how much 
do you expect it to cost! Best 

of luck in your proposed ven- 

ure, I hope you have a lot of 

enquiries from people who 

can offer more than myself? 
T.Parrotu 
FlirwiA, Bedfordshire 

Well, to answer the easi- 

est question first, the format 
for the magazine wiII be in 
booklet form My personal 
opinion about disk "maga- 
zines' is that they're harder 
to read, and in some ways 

more limited in the aesthetic 
content. That aside, there's 

also the cmslderntion of dif. 
ferent people owning differ. 

ent DFS's and some not 

owning a Disk Drive at all! 
As for you comments on 

your abilities: the most im. 

portant criteria is ENTHU. 
SIASM! Tf you've got that, 

then all the rest can easily be 

publication, it's difficult to 
espect the early issues to 
reach 'maturity' instantly: I 
am already contacting who. 
ever I can to find out if they 

are still supporting the BBC 

with equipment, spares or 

software. If anyone knows 

of any supplier please send 

us the details and well make 

sure it's included in the next 

issue. As for sections on 

Second Processors and 

Sideways RAM etc, what do 
other readers think? 

(Ed.) 

Q1 
was pleased to re- 

ceive your letter and 
find the intentionsofthe mg- 

azine excellent Pmv~ding you 

with material for No.1 d 'the 
new en  to come', l have been 
In touch with two BBC PD 
firms (!), I imagine they are 

fellow enthusiasts working 
from their garage, shed or back 
bedroom. One disk I think is 
up your street. Some chap, 

gives his name, admits to 

owning as Afihimedes but he 

rewrote an Afihimedes demo 

for an &bit just to show that a 
BBC could do as well. l can 

send you this PD software for 

you to look at. 

F.Jones 

Think, North Yorkrhire 

Thank you for thc dbks 
which I received and have 
spent time studying. A cou. 

ple of these have been re. 
viewed on page 9, with more 

reviews to come. I have also 

contacted the PD libraries in 
question, namely BBC PD, 

APDL, and Headfirst PD re- 

garding this magazine - 111 

let you know the outcome. 

(Ed.) 

Q?l 
Thanks very much 

for your recent letter 
that gave a few clues about 

your proposed 'ByteBack'. I 
penwd through the contents 
with great interest. Although 
I have a MASTER (1 had a 
BBC B previously, before 

that, a f I75 Speccy), 1 do ap- 
preciate its improvements 
over a model B, but I think 
the 'B' still has a lot going for 
it. The biggest advantage (1 
think) with the MASTER is 

having PAGE at &Em. You 
ask abmt my abilities and 

ideas etc. Well, to tell you 

the honest truth 1 am not 

much good at much at all, my 
only plus is chat 1 am a very 

keen user, hampered only by 

a not very keen wife. Until I 
stopped recently, I have aU 

the Acorn User and Micro 

User magazines. 1 also have, 



MORE OFYOUR 

LETTERS 
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. .. 

will be forthcoming. 

month. If you have 

conrpany I work with. allows me to list the names of all different clients we actually deal 

Each invoice is entered ;a with, as oppased to the total number of jobs we've ever complet- 
it is raised, with company ed, or display the total of sales for every month the datahse has 

name, invoice number, entries, including how much is still owed for any month and tomls 

brief job description, toel  for the amount d turnover and the amount srill outstanding. 
cost and the date d the in* WHAT I S  THE POINT OF IT A W  

c held and can be die me h c k  into the world of the BBC Micro (I lovingly owned a 
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BBC MICROS IN 

THIS ISSUE, WE TAKE A LITTLE LOOK AT COMPUTERS FOR THE NEW 

GENERATION, DISCOVERINCj COMPUTERS FOR THE FIRST TIME. 1 this day, the BBC people a m n d  us as we grow searching for the other picture child has to work out which 
Micm is still strongly older. Colcur is virtuany al- that looh the same and will in- ones are missing. They learn T 

supported with contmuhg ways used extensively in any dicate the match by selecting names of objects and ultimate- 
new releases of quality educa. educational package, to atnacr the chaen piccure with one ly the spelling and eventyually 
tion software. the child's artention and create key and saylng 'accept' with k o m e  familiar w~th the way 

Program are available to teach interest; sometimes there are another - acmal computer use words are put together. 

kids of all ages, from pre-school added sound effects or speech is kept to a minimum for the FOR FURTHER 

and early learning (approxi- to further enhance the child's youngest students as it's not INFORMATION 

mately 2-9 years) through to experience, and that's what necessary to understand a lot All of the program listed in 
teenagers and even beyond - thts learning becomes: an ex- a b a t  computers when m the table below were taken 
let's face it, you're never roo perience of colcur, sound and young: it's enough for the child from 'Educadonal Softunre - a 

ymng or old to learn. I fact it's interaction whch provokes to overcome 'technephobia' parenu' &' magazine, a 

you want to study. can go hand in hand. and nor- tion exprience because of a o your children use 
STARTING YOUNG mally have m if learning is to lack d exposure to compter BBC Micros at home 

Publisher, the agegroup it 

appeals to, the subject area 
it covers and what you 

s of the media, ie 80 
First Steps Collection ESS Software disc, and its price. If 
Words and Pictures 
Teddy Bear's Pic-Nic 

To order any of the extensive range of software available or their catalogue, contact 'Education 

7 ByteBack Issue one 



SOFTWARE & HARDWARE 

REVIEWS 
FROM OLD SOFTWARE TO NEW, ROMS, KEYBOARDS, OR WHATEVER. 

WE HOPE TO FIND OUT WHAT TO AVOID AND WHAT YOU-NEED! - 
be three or four types of game 
available on any platform: 
Shoot-em-ups, Beat-em-ups, 

Run-jump-and-beat-em-ups. 
and of course Run-jump 

shoot-and-beat-em-ups. It 

seems we're given the choice 
these days of being a space 

pilot on some obscure mis- 
sion, a karate expert chop- 
ping everything that moves, 

or a hedgehog wearing train- 
en - some choice.. .! 
SANCTUARY 
Thankfully I have my BBC 
Micro, born in the '80s 2nd 

with a strong history and up- 
bringing, and I've got my pile 

of quality 'original' games to 

amuse me. Today, I'm run- 

ning around a coldroom, 

sharing ice blocks in the face 

I-' ': .\ .PZ ,  then 1'nl riding 

my ti,. .. , ,>n the moon, then 

I'm climbing ladders, avoid- 

ing osuiches and collecting 

eggs and who can forget 

bombing around a set of 
mazes, shoving rocks and col- 

lecting diamonds. 
ULTIMATUM 
You can keep your Amoebas 

and your GigaDrives, your 
Cronic-the-rcadhcg and your 
Marylin Bros, give me back 

my gocd'olefashioneri da p... 

Next Issue: 'Classic .ieviews 
-Chapter 1' CS 

- 

T he be& yeam of the 
BBC Micro have passed. 

Therefore, throughout this 
series of reviews, a large 
portion will be given over to 

the software and hadware 

of the past rather than the 
present, most of which can 

still be got hold of if you 
look in the right place. 
There should be enough 

quality equipment from yes- 
teryear to keep us occupied. 
Right, how about a little bit 
of ncstalgia ... ? 
A BIT OF HISTORY 

I can't believe that there is a 

complter enthusiast any- 

where (who's over the age of 

16) who doesn't remember 

the early days of home games 

consoles, y'know, the ones 

with a nvisty knob for a pad- 

dle, and you had to move this 

'bat'upor down on thescmn 

todeflect the'ball'. Somehow 

then, our imaginations al, 

lowed us more grace to see a 

lot more than a square for a 

ball and an oblong for a bat. 
(I'm sure my d d  machine had 
the sound of the crowd cheer- 

ing as 1 scored yet another 
goal against the 'compter', 
or maybe that was my imagi- 

nation too...) Anyway, if you 

remember that era, then 
you'll remember h e  thrill of 

Space Invaders, complete 
w i h  cdoured graphics, cour- 
tesy of a few strips of coloured 

acetate and some glue. Then 
there was the advent of 

Vector graphics, as used in 

Asteroids, and the home con. 

sole called Vectronix or 

something like that, which 
came as a complete unit in- 
cluding a vector screen e s p  

cially built for that purpase 
only. Each of these original 
game concepts cloned any 
number of copies (with only 
slight modifications) along 

the way as technology im- 
proved, yet very few were able 

to capture the magic d their 

role models. Shortly after 

Space Invaders, etc came the 

advent of true colour graph- 

ics, among other things, and 

further original concepts in 

such games as Pacman, 

Donkey Kong, Donkey Kong 

JN, Dig-Dug, Crystal Castle, 

No Man's Land. Mr.Do, Mr. 

Do's Castle, Mr. Do's some- 

thing else ad infinitum ... 
THE SAME OLD STORY 
Somehow nearly every new 

release was an original theme. 
Now it seems like the com- 
puter gams market i s v i d -  

ly saturated with ideas: ' t h a t  

sort of game shall we write 
now! How about a space 

game where aliens descend 
on the earth and.. .oh no, 

that one's been done before. 

Oh well, how about another 
3-dimensional dungeon RPG 
advenm re..." 

LESS I S  MOREt 
1s it only me thatprefersTEXT 

ONLY adventures! Somehow 
cornplters just can't creace a 
better image than 1 can see 

w i h  a page of we1 written 
srory and a clever plot. And 
the storys behind the adven- 
turesseemed so much more be- 
lievable then too. 

WHAT HAPPENEDt 
Perhaps the single, most de- 

amctive influence on the 

creativity of computer pm- 

grammen was and still is 

commercialism. When 'hack- 
e d  worked from their bed- 

rooms, or formed 'companies' 

of two or three to crash out a 

game or two, their imagina. 

tions went wild. The biggest 

variety of computer games ex- 

isted for about ten years, 

19W1990. But programmers 
tuming professional had to 
support themselves with their 

skills, and the qpe of program 
they wrote became the one 
that people would buy in 

quantity, not necessarily the 
one they wanted ro create. At 
the moment there appearsto 



PUBLIC DOMAIN & 

WHERE DO YOU GET SOFTWARE THAT'S FREE, OR VERY NEARLY 1 
FREE AND USUALLY OF HIGH QUALITY? 

9 Bytehck Issue one 4 

here's a lot more to the 
Thbl ic Domain scene 

than we probably give credit 

for. If you need some ob- 
scure program or utility then 

more likely than not, you'll 

find it in the Public Domain. 

We are going to christen this 

series with reviews of a cou. 

ple of Public Domain disks, 
to give you some idea of what 

PD is all about. 

. . 
DISK B O O 7  

HEADFIRST PD 

First up, an interesting coUec- 

likes of the Bee Gees to more 

recent Kylie Mincgue-cpe hits 
(I think she had one). 

to use *W(EC !MENU), or 

each song can be CHAINed 
(oh yes, they're all written - 
very cleverly - in BBC BASIC 
so ycu can list them and see 

haw its done). As an added 

bonus, for those of you who 
missed the Kylie albums (I've 
got every one), many of the 

songs come with Kareoke style 

joining in on ' b v e  In The 
First Degree" with everyone 

else at the next Bananaram 

fan-club disco reunion party 

enthusiast get-together annual 

knees-up meeting 'Do'. 
There are songs from Level 42. 
Aswad, (Michael Jackson wen 

mkesan appearancewith Bad, 

but I'm sure it's only a cover), 
Pet Shop Boys (who?) and 

Madonna. I had an enjoyable 
time listening to these very 
clever creations. This disk is a 

good example ofwhat the BBC 
is capable of, in terms of musi- 
cal ability - great fun! 

and l amassed a great deal of 
knowledge of BBC BASIC, 

and along the way, l picked up 

lads  of clever 'tricks', like 

speeding up the key repeat rate, 

altering the character set, get- 

ting rid of the flashing text cur- 

sor in one of my programs, etc. 

Yet a few months of BEEB iscr 

ktion and l can't even rernem- 
ber where Acorn fitted the 

ONIOFF switch. 
WOULD SOMEBODY 

PLEASE HELP ME.! 
Well, I'm here to say, and with 
some degree of satisfaction 
that it's not only me who's af- 

little over 2CU diierent tips, 
rcurines, short cuts and ideas 

h t  no self-~specting BEEB- 

er should be wihout. For ex- 

ample, most people know how 

to change the VDU 7 'Bell' to 

a different note and a different 

duration (If ycu don't know 

h t ,  orderthii diikNOW ... !). 
But. do ym know how to dis- 
able sideways ROMs! How 

about plotting elipses, using 
multiple windows, splitting 
large files, finding the last line 
in a BASIC program, using a 
timed input routine ... 
By now, you will have an idea 



WHAT ON EARTH 

IS THIS PAGE? I 
WELL, I HAD TO HAVE SOMEWHERE TO PUT THE 'MISFITS'. 4 

'SOT ANY IDEAS FOR A NAME FOR THIS PAGE? 

's at board meetings will 

have access to, and be 
able to update any 

record,law or speech si- 

multanewsly through 

individual computers 

which will be networked 

d-the-art equipment has been picked by the Cabinet, 

based on a large number of criteria, including speed, effi- 

ciency, and price. The Prime Minister, when asked 

whether this was the way forward spoke in defence of the 

new system, saying it would shorten the time spent on 

require P software progtpm "Thc other d q ,  1 w m t  to he p o d s  for pmce and pmccfor too easy, then BE WARNED! 
to be written for your BEEB &nk to a h a  deque.  With the pou nds..." Next time things will be mole 

to produce the required an. mony, I bought a newspaper 
costing 20p. W h m  I examined uestion: How much 

be to write the neatest, most exactiy tuice the amount left think are worthy of brain- 

Issue onc BFeBack ) 0 1 
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WE NEW 

MICRO USER 
SOWDING OFF WITH THE BBC MICRO. STARING MW A FEW EXAMPLES ... 

case there a, we'll plck a few baslc points up each issue If you would 
llke us to deal wlth any particular area of the BBC, or ~f you would llke 
us to lncrease/decrease the level a t  wh~ch  we are worklng, let us 
know In the meantime, just for those of us who like to  mess about a 
blt f rom bme t o  time, here are a few sound effects that the BBC can 
lmltate Next Issue, we'll talk a llttle more about SOUND ... 

ENVELOPE 1,3,-17,61,9,4,0,0,126,0,0,-126,126,126 : SOUND 1,1,157,129 

ENVELOPE 3,1,-36,-93,-9,11,0,0,126,0,0,-126,126,126. SOUND 1,3,148,222 

ENVELOPE 3,3,-46,2,-10,0,0,0,126,0,0,-126,126,126 : 
SOUND 0,3,27,27 

Parachute Descending 
ENVELOPE 2,100,-16,99,-86,141,0,0,126,0,0,-126,126,126 : 
SOUND 1,2,163,120 

Telephone Cut Off 
ENVELOPE 1,4,14,7,-3,0,0,0,126,0,0,-126,126,126 
SOUND 1,1,167,45 

More Money (Telephone] 
ENVELOPE 1,6,-58,33,6,2,0,0,126,0,0,126.126,126 : 
SOUND 1,1,173,227 

I I I Bytebck Issue one 



T H E  

NOTICEBOARD 
DOES ANY BODY ELSE 
SUPPORT THE BBC? I 

S O L m T  - DFS Disc based magazine. Ron Marshall.41 il) 
Westbook Drive, Rainworth, Mansfield, Nottingham, NGZl OFB 111 

ELECTRON USER GROUP -magazine aimed at the 

Electron, but has some relevance to BEEB users W111 Watrs, 

'%UG", 134 Great Kn~ghtleys, Bastldon, Essex, SS15 5HQ 

FURTHER READING 
ACORN USER -Monthly magazine. Coven martly 1 

Archimedes, but some BBC stuff snll in there, including the '1 
Classified Ada ; section. 

Issue one ByeFack 1 2 I 
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ACORN WORLD '93 
OCTOBER 29-3 1 

COI(INC TO WEMBLEY CONFERENCE CENTRE 

NEAR YOU1 
check out issue 2 of ByteBack for more details 

r 
'Ow 1 GET THIS ~ A ~ ~ D ~ ~ ~  

YOU HELn... 
was the  firs Issue of B Y W ~ C ~  

"? 

wmething(~)  mlssLng that you wOuid 

,lke to see' is 'here enough 'OU This 

p u b b b ~ a t ~ ~ "  w"i O n l y  lf Its 

here and now 1 gWe permlss'On 
1 )  Send 

to crltlclse (but pka" be 
your ,,,, , me r u p ~ l l ~ ~ ~  Or fax 

us on p8L-81.6594, and we w'" 'q to  make lhLS 

what want 
to be n e  address Is On 

It 
& o h o u  h, y w  _t t  wail into F 

'Owl m s m l l h  4 ppl& up a 
of 

- 
L 

Byteeckl therefom the r", ,,,@=I conc,u- 

I 
I 

I 

1 1 
I 

, 
I! 
' I  

"On ' get lt b i ~ u b ~ ~ , ~  ~h~ 

wlII 'Over ,tenah w n g e  ame, 

" u n k n o ~ ,  1 
WIII only extend 

ePrw4inp"'uw In a few 
We should how betler What,S 

hapwnlng' f i w t b ,  i 5pnce  should con 

the cat Ofprd""n '"" 25s for pOSbge) - I 
You don't &mk ha t \  tm exceslve Jut 
" 

hem b a no@ lo t b t  eeet) 
OUradtes, wltha~heque (or p.0) made out to 
P H a m y - ~ e  don't soot "lS* ,,m, - 

Name: 
Address: 

Please send me - set(s) of the next two issues of 
ByteBack. I enclose: 

Cheque 
Postal Order 

for £2.00 per pair (includng postage) payable to P.Harvey 
Total E 
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I 

I 
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You will be aware of the facili- 
ty we have to 'scan' plctures 

HEADFIRST PUBLIC D O M A I N  into this magazine. Having 

have come up with an idea, 
not entirely original in con- 

@ ADVENTURE SOFT (UK) LTD 

a heavy debate, here is the 

WATFORD ELECTRONICS 

thing out as a prize. I'll decide 

C.J. COMPUTING 

D I X O N  & D l X O N  FILL THIS SPACE 

Issue one B ~ e h c k  I 4 I 



AND FINALLY ... 
BYTEBACK IS, AND WlLL BE CONSTANTLY O N  THE LOOKOUT FOR THE PRODUClS OF ITS 

READERS M A N Y  TALENTS. EVERY MICRO USER HAS THE ABILITY TO OFFER SOMETHING 

WORTHY OF PRINTING IN THIS MAGAZINE, SO WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? WE'VE GOT 

QUITE A FEW PLANS FOR FUTURE ISSUES, DIFFERENT TOPlCS THAT WlLL INVOLVE ALL OF 

YOU CLUBBING TOGETHER FOR A COMMON END - I'LL SAY NO MORE HERE, YOU'LL JUST 

HAVE TO SUBSCRIBE TO FIND OUT1 

BYTEBACK NEEDS: 

YOUR THOUGHTS, IDEAS, MOANS A N D  LlFESTORlES (TO BE EDITED INTO A MINI-SERIES) 1 
YOUR PROGRAMS, HOWEVER LARGE OR SMALL, PROFESSIONAL OR OTHERWISE 

YOUR TIPS, PROBLEMS, ADVICE, SECRETS 

YOUR AIMS A N D  ASPIRATIONS 

BUT MOST OF ALL 

YOU! 


