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~ On balance, is too much of your valuable time and effort taken up
mundane and repefitive statistics and bookkeeping?

CROFACTS is already helping hundreds of users of COMMODORE
small business systems to manage their businesses more effectively
ol proﬁtublv giving them fime to make the crucial decisions.

Don't you think your business could benefit from tighter credi
- control, rapid and accurate financial reporting reduced stock
iding comprehensive job costing better customer service and

many other advantages?
Jke the right decision NOW. Find out how MICROFACTS can
help YOU and take some of the stress out of your life.

Tcommodore
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For further information and details of your local dealer please complete the coupon and mail to the below address.
Name . Address
Position .
Company _

County
Postcode

Tel. No.

Commeodore Special Promotions Department
675 Ajax Avenue, Trading Estate, Slough, Berkshire SL1 4BG. Tel. No. Slough (0753) 79292 mMm/WHM/APR83




Adventures and Books

Ultima II — The Revenge of the Enchantress

(Apple) A fantasy-role playing game designed by Lord British,

Mo-one remembers exactly when in history time doors first appeared,
probably because their very existence renders time relative. Ancient
books show no mention of them prior to the defeat and demise of the
evil Mondain. Mondain had gained such power that, upon his death,
the physical laws of nature suffered a great upheaval. When the smoke
cleared, what remained were cormdors in time and space; what we
commenly call our ‘time doors’

@ Full colour hi-res graphics and sound

@ Full colour cloth map

& Over 300K of machine language program.
® Full documentation

® Space Flight manual,

£37.50 + var

SEND FOR OUR CATALOGUE
FULL OF COMPUTER GAMES.

from SBD

The Dark Crystal.....,

In a faraway world, an event of cosmic importance is about to occur:

4 Great Conjunction of the planet’s Three Suns.

A thousand years ago, when the Suns last came together, a cruel and
selfish tribe known as the Skeksis seized control of the radiant Crystal
that once brought harmony to all beings. A quarrel erupted and blows
were struck, fracturing the Crystal and sending a shard fiying off into the
countryside. The Crystal darkened, and ewil spread like a cloud across the
land. Nowy, as Jen, last known surnvivor of the Gelfling race, it is up to you
to ravel the world and fulfill an ancient prophecy by restoring the
missing shard of the Dark Crystai. The power to end the Skeksis reign is
yours . .. But there is much to be learned, and time is short. Unless you
heal the Crystal before the Great Conjunction, all things whole and
good will be destroyed, and the tyranny of the Skeksis will be
reconfirmed foreverl THE DARK CRYSTAL is Hi-Res Adventure & from

£24.95 + var

Computer Books

Logo for the Apple Il

NO VAT ON BOOKS

General Books

EQ.50 The Soul of a new Machine £1.95

@oppic

All About Applesoft
A collection of articles and programs from
‘Call APPLE. " magazine

All About Pascal E12.00
A collection of Pascal amcles from ‘Call AP.PLE.”
MidALIrse

Apple Graphlcs & Arcade Deslgn E1250
The only book [0 explain how to design arcade
games from star o finish

Assembly Language by Randy Hyde £11.95
This book accompanies the well krnown LISA
assembler

Assembly Lines by Roger \Wagner £12.95
A beginners guide to 6502 Programming on the
Apigele 1,

Custom Apple
How to customize your Apple.

Klds and the Apple £11.95
An introduction for children to the Apple computer.

£9.50

E146.95

FOR ACCESS/BARCLAYCARD ORDERS,

The Logo language allows even young children to
use the Apple computer
Mindstorms
Children, Computers and Powerful Ideas
What's Where In the Apple £15.95
MNew issue of this book which is 3 complete guide
to the Apple computer, including the Atlas &
Gazetees

AAT#RI

How to program your ATARI £7.95
Intraduction to machine language for the Basic
Programmer

Atarl Baslc £6.50
Hands on interaction with a computer is necessary.

Games for the ATARI £6.50
Erght program listings plus loads of hints and tricks

The Players Strategy Gulde £1.50
Strateqgies for Atari gameplayers from the Masters

£E6.95

The making of the 3.2-bit mini computer, \Winner of
the 1982 Pulitzer Prize.

Dictlonary of Computers £2.95
Ihisis a glossary of some 3,000 words, phrases and
SCrornyms used with computers

Dictlonary of Microprocessors £E2.25
New concepls need new words. Here is Hex-Pad,
Motherboard and many others

What Is Dungeons and Dragons EI.50
Enter the Gateway 1o Adventure - indulge in the
fantasy cult of the 80'%

The Warlock of Firetop Mountain £1.25
Yo set alf an a perilous guest ta find the Warock's
[FedSLng.

The Cltadel of Chaos £1.25
YOU the hera can now take certain 'magic’ poticns
o help you through the orises you have o face.

The Forest of Doom £1.25
This time the action takes place in a farest inwhich
the commurdty is threatened by an invader from
outskde

I To SBD Software, FREEPOST, OSIERS ROAD, LONDON 5W18 1BR.

% PHONE ﬁuaﬁ; ﬁ?ﬂELINE ON Telephone: 01-870 9275 (24 hours)/01-870 9386
(24 hour service) Flease send me the following items:
TRACKBALL JOYSTICK
Avallable for Atarl only.
| Now you can recreate
authentlc arcade Add 75p for Postage and Packing 0.75
manoeuvres In your own L] lenclose cheque/postal order for Grand Tatal | E

; home with the new made payable to SBD Software
trackball joystick. 360° [] Please debit my Access/Barclaycard |delete as app.) Number [x
movements and fire 9 5 O 0 S 6 N O S
button at your fingertips. MName
AP, ............po e

| only £39.95
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DRAGON 32 V LYNX

Matthew May looks at two new entrances into
the micro market and raises some very soft
quastions . .... ... ...ttt a iy

ZX81 V IBM PC

We take a slightly humorous slant on IBM's
new ‘baby blue’ and match it with Sinclair’s
standard ZX with some surprising results .34

1983

SOFTWARE REVIEWS

SANYO

We find out if the Japanese, hi-fi giant can put
his monitor where his speaker is

FUTURE COMPUTERS

Another IBM PC look-alike but perhaps unlike
most of the competition this one is really price
compsetitive . ................

SUPPLEMENT

Word processing in the home: is it really an

economic proposition . ................. 53
Atari COlUMN. . ... ... cccciciarinairasn S
Coe AR I S R 58

Laser Blast
Froghop
Aero 3

Pontoon
Synthesiser

Morse Code Tester

PROGRAM LISTINGS

ZX81

Spectrum

Dragon

Dragon

Dragon

o e . 56

Vic 20

SOFT RELEASE

Software reviews for Spectrum, BBC and

CP/M Business Software
“Load and Go'" —
to the Dragon.........

a beginners guide
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THE 1983 SOFTWARE CATALOGUE

Free with our next issue is a special
Which Micro Supplement with com-
prehensive lists of the software
packages available for popular home
computers.

A look at how the micro can be used
to control your home.

Reviews: Oric versus Vic 20.Can the
BBC micro work in business?




The Rainbow 100 provides the flexibility
for 8 and 16 bit programs in one personal
computer from £2,300.

New personal computers de ¢

And dealers chosen for

AUTHORISED

dlilgliltlall

PERSONAL COMPUTER
DEALER

Bartholomews Business Systems Lid., Portheld,
Chichester, Sussex. Tel: 0243 784171,

Beauchamp Computer Systems Ltd.,

115 Fulham Road, London SW3.
Tel: 01-581 8134,

4B Microcentres Ltd. 13/14 North Bar, Banbury,
Onxeon OX16 OTFE Tel: 0295 66555/50796.

Computacenter, Theatre Square, Swindon,

Wiltshire SNI1 IGN. Tel: 0793 61234172,

Computerland (Sperrings Computer Shops Ltd),

Spencer House, 12-14 Carlton Flace,
Southampton. Tel: 0703 39571,

Cytek (UK) Ltd, Sandringham House,
9 Warwick Road, Old Traford,
Manchester M16 00Q0Q). Tel: 061-872 4682,

Dataview Ltd, Portreeves House, East Bay,
Colchester, Essex CO1 2XB. Tel: 0206 ECI':-E-&J

Demotab Ltd, 99-101 Regent 5t. Londan WL
Tel: 01-439 3971,

Ferrari Software Ltd, 683 Armadale Road.
Feltham, Middlesex. Tel: 01-751 5791

GSI Ltd, Stanhope Road, Camberley, Surrey.
Tel: 0276 62282
Guestel Ltd, 6-12
Tel: 01-583 2255

Guestel Ltd.,, 41/143 Baldwin Street, Bristol,
Tel: 0272 277461

Guestel Ltd,, Grand Parade, Brighton.
Tel- 0273 605264,

Key Computer Centres, Enterprise House,
Terrace Road, Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.
Tel: 09322 42777,

MMS Lid, Kebwell House, 75-79 Tavistock St

Bedford MK40 2RR. Tel: 0234 40601.

MMatmos Electronics Lid., 14-16 Child's Place,
London SW5 9RX. Tel: 01-373 6607,

Micro Business Systems ple,

119-120 High 5t Eton, Berks. Tel: 07535 55211

New Bridge St., London EC4.

Micro Business Systems plc,
Birchwood Science Pk, Warrington.
Tel: 0925 822261

Micro Business Systems plc, Wirksworth,
Derbyshire. Tel: 062-982 3120.

Micro Business Systems plc, Turnhouse Airport,
Edinburgh. Tel: 031-333 1000,

Micro Business Systemns ple, Cannon Street,
London EC4. Tel: 01-621 1122,

Micro-Centre (Complete Microsystems) Lid,
30 Dundas Street, Edinburgh EH3 &]N.
Tel: 031-556 7354,

Microfacilities Ltd. 6-12 Church Road, Egham,
Surrey. Tel: 0784 31333,

Microware Computers Ltd., Diamond House,
Whitelock Street, Leeds. Tel: 0532 434377,

Microware Computers Lid, Priory House,
1133 Hessle High Road, Hull HU4 6SB.
Tel: 0482 562107

Personal Computers Ltd., 220-226 Bishopsgale,

London EC2. Tel: 01-377 1200.
Pilgrim Business Machines Ltd,
30 Northheld Place, Aberdeen. Tel: 0224 645104,

We expect our new personal
computers to set quite a few standards.
y natural that the dealers we
to sell them are, to say the

Soitson
have selected
least, out of the ordinary.

Its a fact.

QOur accountants, for instance, have

examined their books. And we've listened

closely to their salesforce.

Weve even checked that their
customers have been completely happy
with the advice they have been given.

[t means you can be sure of getting

the right solution to your business
problems. Today and tomorrow.

After all, the best computer in the
world is of no value if it doesn't do what

you want it to. Or can't change as

WHICH MICROF APRIL 1983




The Professional series brings new standards
for business applications from £3,348. "

> signed to standards.

r the standards they set.

Pilgrim Business Machines Lt‘d 28 Walker St
Edinburgh. Tel: 031-226 552

Plan ning Consu lta ncy Ltd, 46/47 Pall Mall,
London SWTY 5]G. Tel: 01-839 3143,

STC Micros, West Rd., Harlow, Essex Ch20 2BP

Tel: 0279 443421,

Sigma Systems Lid, 266 North Road, Cardiff
CF4 3BL. Tel: 0222 34865169

Software Sciences, Abbey House,
282292 Fa rnbnmugh Road, Farn]:rnmugh.
Hants. Tel: 0252 544321

Software Sciences, Thorn EMI House,
14 Old Park Lane. London W1.
Tel: 01-499 7009,

Software Sciences, 88 Old Street, London ECL

Tel: 01-253 1480,

Software Sciences, Unit 39, Southheld Road,
Mailsea, Near Bristol. Tel: 0272 85146213

South Coast Computers Ltd,
South Coast House, Wimbourne Road,
Ferndown, Dorset. Tel: 0202 893040

South East Computers Ltd,, 15 Castle Street,
Hastings, Sussex. Tel: 0424 426844,

South East Computers Ltd., 29 High Street,
Maidstone, Kent. Tel: 0622 681263,

South East Computers Ltd., 31 Watling Street,
Canterbury, Kent. Tel: 0227 59917.

Sumlock Bondain Ltd, 263-269 City Road,
London ECIV 1]X. Tel: 01-250 0505.

Sytec Products Ltd, Cord House,
The Causeway, Staines, Middlesex.
Tel: 0784 63911

L nndcm W1, T:-*| 01-409 1244,

The Computer Terminal, 44 Cathedral Place,
London EC4. Tel: 01-236 2187,

Whessoe Technical & Computing Systems
Ltd., Brinkburn Road, Darlington,
Co. Durham DL3 6D5. Tel: 0325 60188,

Whymark Computing, 20 Milford Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP1 2AP. Tel: 0722 331269,

?_'}'gal Dynamics PLC, E"-,.'ga! House. Telford Rd.,,

Bicester, Oxon OX& 0XB.
Tel: 08692 3361

|{.E.| I'IL :!'":{"I DI’{LIhll Ll'd {Professional |:-|||'. |
The Xerox Store, 84 F'll.'l.'r]-l'h” Y,
London W1V 9HE. Tel: 01-629 069445.

The Xerox Store, 110 Moorgate,
London EC2M 65U, Tel: 01-588 1531/2.
The Xerox Store, 76-77 Holborn,
London WC1V aLS. Tel: 01-242 959617

The Xerox Store, 314 William Street,
Slough, Berks. SL1 1XY.
Tel: 0753 76957,

The Xerox Store, Pearl Assurance House,
Derby Square, Liverpool L2 9QR.
Tel: 051-236 7512,

The Xerox Store, 166 Hope Street,
Glasgow G2 2TG. Tel: 041-333 0495.

The Xerox Store, South Gate House,
Wood Street, Carditf CF1 IEW.
Tel: 0222 40118.

The Xerox Store, Bristol & West House,
Broad (Juay, Bristol BS99 7AX.
Tel: 0272 277828,

Morthern Ireland

Systemns Plus Limited, 19 Glengormley Park,
Newtownabbey, N. Ireland. Tel: 02313 42117

your business does.

Our Authorised Personal Computers
Dealers can offer you advice, demon-
strations and can undertake to train your
staff or introduce your executives to
computers.

They can also offer you all the service
and support youd expect from the world's
largest manufacturer of minicomputers.

Not to mention a years free on-site
service warranty. And new machines
destined to set new standards in personal
computing.

Doing more. The Digital difference.

dlilgliltlall
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SPECIAL LIMITED
OFFER

Buy just any two programs at £1 9.95
ik and take one at £19.95

FREE!

CASH BOOK ACCOUNTS
PROGRAM FOR
BBC MICRO . . .£95.00

One of the most innovative business
programs on the market. Most serious
accountancy packages are written and

coded by professional and competent

programmers. The Gemini Cashbook Accounting
program was written by practising Chartered Accountants and
coded by professional and competent programmers. This is a
fundamental difference.

This practical program is simple to use and will replace your
manual cash and bank records and by giving you instant
management information, it may even put your accountant out
of job!

With exceptionally exhaustive user documentation, full
technical back up and product update policy this pmgram will
increase the efficiency and profitability of your business. Take a
look at the information this program will provide.

* summary of YAT information to enable you to complete your
VAT retums

* cumulative receipts and payments report analysed over the
standard profit and loss and balance sheet heading.

* option for departmental analysis of sales and purchases

* print out of all transactions

* journal routine for entering transfers between accounts and
year end adjustment for debtors, creditors etc.

* year end trial balance

* profit and loss account and balance sheet.

These statements can be produced at what ever interval
you require e.g. monthly, quarterty or annually.

Coming soon:— Integrated Sales + Purchase Ledgers

mhammmwm

(Which Micro & Software Review Feb 83)

It can do a powerful job for yo

Here's a range of software for the independent
businessman that’s designed to hamess the power of your
micro to deliver the vital information you need in all key areas
of your business. A breakthrough on both price and
performance, each program is fully tested and comes with all
the documentation back up you need.

“Gemini’s range of software Eshﬂ'teuangtnrdof
ﬂ'lcrﬂemfor ‘serious’ micro users . .
{(Which Micro and Software Review)

SPREADSHEET ANALYSIS
BEEBCALC £19.95
DRAGONCALC £19.95

FOR BBC AND DRAGON 32. Spreadsheet
processors have proved to be important
tools for using micros in business, scientific
a

nd domestic financial applications.
Without any programming knowledge at all, you may:—
* Set up a computerised spreadsheet, with chosen row and column names.
* Specify formulae relating any row or column to any other.
* Enter your source data and have the results calculated.
* Save the results on tape (or disk — BBC) for later reloading and manipulation.
* Print the tabulated results in an elegant report format.
* Experienced users may access saved files and write their own reporting or
graphics presentation programs for the results.
Some typical applications:—
* small business accounting applications, e.g. profit and loss statements and
cashfiow projections, break-even analyses etc,
* [nvestment project appraisal — anything from double glazing to oil rigs!
* Comparing rent/lease/ouy options
* Processing the results of scientific experiments or field studies
* Engineering calculation models
* |n fact, anything that involves repeated re-calculation of results presented in
tabular or spreadsheet format.

Program Availability Chart:—
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INVOICES AND STATEMENTS. . . £19.95
Compatible with most micros. See table. Ideal for the small

| business. A complete suite of programs together with

' generated customer file for producing crisp and efficient
business invoices and monthly statements on your line printer. All
calculations include VAT automatically, and the program allows your
own messages on the form produced. This program gives you superb
presentation and saves time on one of the most tedious tasks in the
office.

| 1111

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS . . . £19.95
Compatible with most micros. See table. A gem of a
program, all for cassette, with the following features:— Daily
Joumal. Credit Sales. Cash Sales. Credit Purchases. Purchases
— other. Sales Ledger. Purchase Ledger. Bank Account. Year to date
summary. A fully interactive program suitable for all businesses. Files
can be saved and loaded and totals from one file carried forward to
another on cassette. Particularty useful from a cash flow point of view,
with an immediate accessibility to totals for debtors and creditors. Bank
totally supported with entries for cheque numbers, credits and, of
course, running balance.

_ "} MAILING LIST. .. £19.95

\§ Compatible with most micros. See table. A superb
dedicated database to allow for manlpuLatlms of names
and addresses and other data. Gemini's Llﬂl"'_"ll-lrE 'searchkey’
srstem gives you a further ten ‘user-defined parameters’ to make your
own selections. Features include the facility to find a name or detail
when only part of the detail is known, it will print labels in a variety of
user specified formats.

SOFTWARE

Lur business at petty cash prices.

DATABASE . . . £19.95
Compatible with most micros. See table. The program that
everyone needs, the most valuable and versatile in your
collection. Facilities include sort search, list print if required.
Can be used in place of any card index application; once purchased
you can write your own dedicated database to suit your particular
needs with a limitless number of entries on separate cassettes.
1 STOCK CONTROL. . . £19.95
Compatible with most micros. See table. Dedicated
ﬁ software with all that's necessary to keep control of stock.
This program will take the tedium out of stock control and
save time and money. Routines include stock set up, user reference
number, minimum stock level, financial summary, line print records,
quick stock summary, add stock, delete/change record and more.
HOME ACCOUNTS. . . £19.95
Compatible with most micros. See table. Runs a complete
home finance package for you with every facility necessary
for keeping a track of regular and other expenses, bank
account mortgage, H.P. etc. This program also allows you to plot
graphically by Listograms your monthly outgoings.
J'N ;] WORD PROCESSOR . . . £19.95
Compatible with most micros. See table. This program
C D features routines found in much larger and more expensive
' packages with a typical word length of 5-6 letters it allows
for around 1000 words in memory at one time. Ideal for the user who
requires a simple program to write letters on his computer. Features
include, block delete, block insert, search and replace, edit text, display
text and more.

Dealer/Trade enquiries invited — generous trade discounts for quantity

Special ACCESS card instant sales hotline
for GUARANTEED despatch within 24 hours . . .

Tel: 03952-5165

24 hr Ansaphone Service.

“All enquiries other than credit card sales to 03952-5832"
Gemini. Functional Software Specialists. 9, Salterton Road, Exmouth, Devon.

Tick the box for Program you require. Prices include VAT, and Package and Postage.
Please suppr'f the fﬂll-:awmg cassette software.
Database ... . . v L= L I 5 [ T - e N . ER95 0
Shock C:::rntml v B1PFS 0 BBC Cash BOok daior pr insinssisssinmissinass BP0 O
Mailing List ... 5 v B1PP5 ] BBE Diisles — othwer HHES oo o £2395[]
Irmeoices and Statzments. e BTPES 00 Obommie DESK DatADESE ...ttt LE2395 1]
Commercial Accounts .. e A ety vy Lo LR g T M SRR e T £19.95 ]
I RTINS BT o e s et e i it i B W L I i s o i e v e | T S ]
e, e ) (e Cr e, (AR S e ) L)L TR
I Hame i ey s i P T,
Adciress b e O
I Machine Tvpe_ Memory Size
lencose_ =]
I Make cheques and postal orders payable to Gemini Marketing Lid
Diners Card Mumber Acoess Mumber____
I uinid | n Skgnature. oty
‘ Gemini. Functional Software Specialists,
9 Salterton Road, Exmouth, Devon. EXB 2QG

S p——————t ity st b ———




It's rash

tochoose

before
you've seen...

No other software system can do so much
S0 easily. Accounts, word processing, filing,
statistics. Silicon Office can handle them all.

It's a database, calculator spreadsheet and
word processor in one. And the only software
system in the world to totally link all three.

It's simple to set up to handle any task. And
versatile enough to chop and change tasks as
necessary. Which is why it's Britain's number
one software system. And why it's used by
almost half of Britain's top companies.

Formidably flexible! Yet happily uncompli-
Cated. Anyone can master it within a day
or two.

And, as your needs change, you won't have
to fork out more money for more tech nology.
Becguse Silicon Office can change with your
needs.

Fillin the coupon for more information on
Silicon Office.

Bristol Software Factory, Kingsons House, Grove Avenue, Queen Square, Bristol BS1 4QY.

Telephone (0272) 292098.
Please send me details of Silicon Office.

Name

Position

Company

Address

Telephone No

wWmM4ac
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LEST - FLOWEHART . ..o oo .. €12
MODIFY FLOWCHART.......<2>
CODE THE PROGRAM.......<3>
MERGE TWO FLOWCHARTS,...<4>
ABORT FLOWCHARTING..... €52
INPUT FROM KEYBOARD....<6>
G R e G o RN o
BRANCHES

COMMAND

IS NOW as easy as

LAST ONE
J |

FLOWCHART

AI' Systems Ltd

CREATION
FUNCTIONS

F1LE

PUINTERS. .«... <
FROM <

ELLEL o - ool
WRITE T0O 3 3 g TR R
SEARCH OR SORT A FILE..<
EQUATE FILE FIELDS.....i%
CHECK/AMEND A RECORD...:
DELETE A FILE

REQUIRED

1 e Jc

It's not wniting programs that takes the ime, it's coding them -
every comma, bracket and filename has to be exactly right, just
one of those cbscure symbols adrift is enough to crash the
biggest, toughest prograim in town

How much easier it would be to say "Search that file” and
"Display Fred's record” instead of having to write a dozen or
more lines of faultless BASIC whenever you want to find
something. Well, now you can

The menu shown above 1s one of the central screen displays in
THE LAST ONE. By combining any of the options shown it is
possible to create simple or complex programs with no more
than a few, carefully selected, keystrokes. THE LAST ONE does
the rest, only asking you to answer its questions from time to ime
so that it can be sure that the program it 1s writing does exactly
what you want. And all this in (more or less) plain English

Now you can design, write, amend (and sell') perfect customised
programs without ever typing a line of code. A godsend for the
business micro user, a phenomenally powerful tool for the
professional programmer, a delight to all; THE LAST ONE
allows anyone to write computer programs

Fimished programs can handle up to 15 files simultaneously (3 on
the Commodore machines), they can include any feature found

In any application program you've ever seen, and they run first
time — every time. Following a year of extensive field trials, THE
LAST ONE has grown from a simple (though advanced) program
generator into the one of the most powerful micro tools available
It 15 1n use in thousands of installations arcund the world including
panks, airlines and scientific and educatonal establishments as
well as being available on countless small business machines.

THE LAST ONE runs on the APPLE 1. the COMMODORE 4032
and 803298, the TRS-80 Model I1 (TRSDOS or CP/M), most CP/M,
CPM-86 and MS-DOS machines including the 1BM PC and the
SIRIUS
Whatever you use your computer or, you owe it to yourself to
find out what THE LAST ONE can do for you - to see it in action.
To order or to find out more, write to

D.J."Al’ Systems Ltd, Station Road, liminster,

Somerset, TA19 9BQ

Telephone: llminster (04605) 4117

THE LAST ONE

Nominated ‘SOFTWARE PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 1982’, and selected as

finalist in Recognition of Information Technology Achievement Awards (RITA).
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VDP video games

Us Brits are normally so
well-behaved and reserved,
you'd think it quite proper
that someone playing a
computer game would only
bring forth a subdued "Well
played, old man’”, from a
friend or relative.

Mot a bit of it, according
to one Brian Payne. His
house has been filled with
screams and shouts of en-
thusiasm, and the walls have
echoed "to ghostly explosions
and evil laughter of the vil-
lains.”” Oh well, another fan-
tasy bites the dust.

There is, of course, a

specific reason for Mr Payne
to be pleased about the

enthusiasm in his house, for
he is managing director of a
company called VPD, or Video
Program Distributors, for
long.

VPD has snaffled sole UK
distribution rights for the
games programs produced
by Spectravision in the USA,
and is starting the business
rolling by launching six titles,
all of which are in Atari-
compatible cartridges.

Interestingly, Payne is
convinced that there will be
a large market for games
rental as well as purchase,
and is happy for VPD's
dealers to do both. "We
believe the rental market

Far East Epson

The latest machine to come
from the Japanese manu-
facturer, Epson, is the QX-
10, which the company says
Is a fully integrated micro-
computer system that takes
the hardwork out of using
software. Without evidence
to the contrary | can only, for
now, take their word for it.

It is a straight-down-the-
line desktop business ma-
chine with all the normal
attributes that one would
expect to see in such a
system. The processor is
the classic Z8B0OA, which is
connected to a considerable
amount of user memory. This
starts at 192K bytes and is

upgradable to 256K.

A full 80-column screen
that also has 640 x 400
resolution sits on top of the
processor, which is fitted
with two 320k per disc
floppy drives. The separate
keyboard has the full com-
plement of buttons, including
numeric keyboard and soft-
ware programmable keys.

A range of optional inter-
face cards adds a wide range
of bits and pieces to the
machine. These can include
cassette storage, bar code
reader joystick sound gen-
erator and the Omniet local
area networking system.
Phone 01-800 0466/89,

nE!'_{_FIH

The spectravision series has six new titles.

will develop,” he said,
“People become proficient
at the games and require
further stimulation.”

The six games that have
so far been released are as
follows: Planet Patro/ invol-
ves players in fighting inter-
galactic wars and making
refuelling stops., but not
necessarily in that order.
Gangster Alley has you being
shot at by hoods and bombed
by Nitro Ed, who is pro-
bably really someone big in
the Government. Cross
Force has you destroying
evil Mirpods, or not as the
case may be, in a shoot out
in outer space. Whatever
happened to the OK Corral?

You might get a gut reac-
tion to Tape Worm, a program
about a fruit-eating worm

that you must protect from
Spanky the Spider and Beeky
the Bird. Now they sound
much more interesting than
a worm, but never mind.

For those that reject inter-
galactic warfare and like their
ultimate destruction on a
more homely scale, there is
China Syndrome. This has
you recovering nuclear par-
ticles and restoring opera-
ting levels so as to avoid a
nuclear disaster. (There are
rumours that this is really a
CEGB training program.)

Last but not least is Nexar,
which VPD claims is for the
games 'buff, which means
it is another ‘get-them-before-
they-get-you-and-we-switch
off-because-its-time-for-
dinner program.

Cynical? Me, cynical?

Personal

Fans of ICL will have to wait
until at least late summer for
a 16 bit processor option to
appear on the company's
new Personal Computer
range.

At the press conference
held to launch the new
machine, ICL's head of mar-
keting, Mike Warwick, de-
nied that this factor would
be a liability in a largely 16
bit market, saying that the
decision to use the B0B5
had been taken only after
extensive consultation with
the dealers involved.

ICL remains closely linked
to Rair, the new system being
a revision of the familiar
Black Box designed by that
company.

In the eleven months
since the introduction of the

ICL Mk 2

original ICL microcomputer,
only about 3000 units have
been delivered, but the target

7000 systems (about 7 per
cent of the market for this
type of machine). The im-
provement is expected to
be brought about by im-
proved specifications and
expansion of the third-party
dealer network through
which the machines are sold.

at around £1795 for the
minimum 64 K CP/M machine,
going up to£10-12000 fora
Winchester based multi-
user system. In addition to
the 16 bit 8088 processor,
the near future should bring
a colour option and com-
munications facilities using

ICL and IBM protocols.

for this year's sales is over

Prices are expected to start
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in brief. .
BBC ‘B’ for CP/M

For those that suddenly
feel the urge to turn their
Model ‘B’ BBC micro into
something completely
different, more specifically
a CP/M machine, they
should look no further than
Torch Computers.

It now has available a
Z80 disc machine that runs
CPN-Torch's own CP/M
compatible operating
system. It consists of a
twin disc drive, a Z80
processor card and a CPN
card, together with
manuals and stuff like that.

The CPN operating
system runs CP/M
programs, but allows much
more memory to be
available to the user.

The Z80, with 64K bytes
of RAM, is almost entirely
available to the user.
Phone 0223 8471000.

Text processing

Word processing is getting
smarter and starting to do
all the clever things that
we always wanted them to
do, especially as they never
did them.

One such clever thing is
shown here on the Exxon
Series 500 word
processing system. This
can now incorporate
graphical chemical
structures into the text and
these can be printed out on

a standard daisy wheel
printer equipped with the
necessary daisy.

The package is called
the Text-Formula chemical
option, but be warned, it is
expensive. It adds nearly
£1.500 to the £5,000 the
minimum 500 machine
costs. Phone 01-834 6677.

Oric competition

Results of January's
Which Micro? Oric
competition will be
published next month in
our May issue.

-\ Tron
stories

Lots of goodies have been
set aside to be won in a
competition being organised
by Acorn Computers and
Walt Disney Productions.
Aimed at both primary and
secondary schools in the
UK, the winners will share
in a total of £15,000 worth
of prizes, including a com-
plete BBC 'B" micro from
Acorn.

The competition has two
levels, one for primary
schools and the other for
secondary schools, but both
make it obligatory that
competitors have seen the
film Tron, for that is what

they are all about.

The primary school en-
trants, comprising teams of

up to six children, have to
write the story of Tron in no
more than 100 sentences of
10 words or less.

The secondary school
teams have to devise either
an adventure game or a
points-scoring arcade game
based on the film.

Each of the 13 regional

finalists in each section will
receive a BBC 'A” micro (that's
one per team) with cassette
recorder and five Acornsoft
programs.

The winners in each will
get the full ‘B’ system in-
cluding disc drive, Teletext
adapter and 15 Acornsoft
programs.

So kids, browbeat teacher,
and get your artificial intel-
ligence programs running.

Two new micros from Texas

Once upon atime, there was
a company called Texas In-
struments, and it produced
a home computer that cer-
tainly fits the requirements
of the home user NOW. The
only trouble for the company
was that they produced it
THEN — some three years
ago when no one was ready,

Now the company looks
like doing it again — though
this time the other way round.
It has announced a new
computer NOW that will be
available THEN. This parti-
cular THEN

It is, in fact one of two
new machines Texas Instru-
ments has announced. The
‘follower’ is the Tl 99/2, a
low cost machine aimed at
the ‘computer literacy’
market. The other, which
will be returned to in due
course, is the CC-40, an
interesting sounding battery
portable machine aimed at
the professional user.

But first the 99/2. Despite
the designation, it has little
to do with the company's
existing machine, the
T199/4A. For a start, it is
aimed squarely at the market
created by Sinclair with the
ZXB1. It is a bare minimum
computer with expansion
capabilities, and it matches
considerably improved per-
formance with a higher price.

The price tag is not set
yet, for the obvious reasons,

though when it appears in
the UK towards the end of
this year, the 99/2 should
sell for around £70 to £80.
This is about par for the
course at present, though
somewhat more expensive
than the existing Sinclair
machine.

For the extra money, Texas
hopes that the users will
want the extra specification
that the 99/2 offers.

It is built around the
TMS9995, 16-bit processor
chip, which makes the
machine very fast. This is a
single chip computer derived
from the company's well
known TMS9900 processor
which drives the 99/4A
amongst other machines.

Texas claims that the 99,2
is seven times faster than
the 99/4A, and even a third
faster than the IBM Personal
Computer. Its main target,
the ZXB1 is, according to
the company, well beaten.
The 99/2 is said to be 30 to
40 times faster.

It is a black and white
machine with no sound, so
the plug-in cartridge soft-
ware is not compatible with
that used in the 99/4A. The
built-in Basic of the machine
iIs actually similar, being
minus the commands relat-
ing to colour display and
sound generation. It does
however, offer access to
PEEK and POKE, so assembly

language can be learned.

The standard memory of
the 99/2 is 16K bytes of
ROM, holding the Basic and
things like that, and 4.5K
bytes of RAM. Both memor-
les are expandable with plug-
in options. The keyboard is
of the moving key variety,
and there are 48 of them
altogether.

The 99/2 can be used
with a range of new peri-
pheral systems, including a
low cost (Circa £150) four
colour printer, a wafer tape
drive (like a stringy floppy)
holding 48K bytes per tape,
and an R5232 and Centronics
interface.

These can also be used
with the other new machine
from Texas, the CC-40 portable.

This is a hand-held, bat-
tery or mains powered
machine aimed directly at
the professional user. Feat-
uring a Qwenrty keyboard plus
numeric keypad, it comes
with 6K bytes of RAM, ex-
pandable up to 18K bytes,
and 34K bytes of ROM.

The software will come in
cartridge of Wafer Tape form,
and wil cover a wide range
of professional business and
engineering applications —
you know, things with long
words like linear regression.

It is expected to appear
here by April, with a price
tag that should be under
£200.
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Apple
connections

Interfacing the dear old
Apple Il with the outside
world, and the outside world
withthe Apple ll, is still big
business, and will be for
several years yet. One com-
pany that is well aware of
this fact Digitek International,
which has recently launched
some more interface cards
that extend the capabilities
of that venerable machine.

The first is the Super
Printmaster Ill, a card that
provides both black and
white or colour graphics
interfacing, as well as text
between the Apple and any
contemporary parallel
printer. With addition
memory, it can be used as a
print buffer and manager,

T

letting the Apple be used for
other tasks while printing
takes place.

The extra memory should,
in Digitek's view, come int
he form of its RAM-Master
RAMCards, which add 16K,
64K or 128K bytes of RAM.
A 256K byte card is available
to special order.

Joining the ranks of inter-
faces that improve the

Apple's standard text dis-
play capability, and make it
much more suitable for word
processing, is the Screen-
master 80 card. As well as
an 80-column display capa-
bility, it features 256 key-
board characters. These are
the standard 128 character
set plus an alternate 128
set, which can include user-
defined graphics characters.

Soft magic
States

Here at the offices of Which
Micro? all is peace and calm,
sweetness and light until,
having cast a spell on the
receptionist to gain entry,
we are inundated with
hordes of young persons
wearing a strange mixture
of wizard's garb and police
helmets. They mutter strange
runes and incantations, while
drawing sinister faces on
display screens.

Well, it got your attention,
didn’t it.

There is some connection
however, for we have re-
ceived a communication from
across the waters from a
company called Sir Tech
Software Inc. The have just
launched two new games
programs that may interest
you.

One is Legacy of Llylgamyn
(I can’t pronounce it either),
the third in a series of
wizardry programs. This
concerns the descendants
of the heroes of the Knights
of Diamonds — which just
happens to include you if
you're playing. It involves
having to take a mystical orb
from a dragon and similar
emasculating exercises.

The other is Police Artist,
which is described as a
children’s gamel The blurb

goes on to say that it is
basically a face recognition
program with recreational
overtones to help alleviate
the stuffiness that most
educational tools tend to
have'. | feel there is very
little | could add to that.
Both are available to run on
the Apple I, and the com-
pany lives at 6 Main Street,
Ogdensburg. NY 13669,
USA.

Torch light
cricket

I'm trying to write this while
doing a John Arlott im-
personation, for it concerns
one Philip Edmonds, a
demon spin bowler who
plays cricket for Middlesex
and England.

This year is his benefit
year, a traditional way of
rewarding a player that has
served his side loyally and
with dedication. In practice,
a benefit year means that
the player gets involved in
all sorts of fund-raising
activities that should, hope-
fully, land him with a tidy
lump sum of money at the
end of it.

To help Phil sort it all out,
especially all the accounting
bits and pieces, Torch
Computers has donated him
one of its machines. As well
as the accounts, it will get

used for word processing,
and may even get connected
to Prestel to transmit news
of upcoming events as-
sociated with the benefit.

The software needed for
the task, including some
programs that are being
specially written, comes from
Microcomputer  Products
International, which is now
Torch’s prime supplier of
business applications
programs.

Among the special pro-
grams MPI is developing are
some in connection with the
benefit and bowling averages.

NI NEWS

in brief. . .

Dog handler

This portrait of ‘Camouflaged
Man With Dalek and Nissan
Hut' is not, as some art
experts have categorically
stated, by the brush of David
Hockney. No, instead it
comes from the press office
of DVW Microelectronics.

The camouflage cunningly
conceals a soldier, who in
turn is trying to conceal a
Husky portable computer.
The beast (the computer that
is) has been selected by the
Ministry of Defence for
maintenance data collection
for all Rapier missile
batteries in the British
Services.

Bar talk

Here is a system designed to
teach children how to read
the bar code price tags on
items in supermarkets. In
this way all written numbers,
and finally letters will be
irradicated from the face of
the earth .. death to all
impersonal pronouns is what
| say.

ZX Lisp

Said to be ideally suited
to the needs of students and
hobbyists learning about the
subject, Serious’s LISPcomes
in interpreter form, and fea-
tures full error checking, fulf
property list implementation,
and has the ability to support
machine code subroutines.

Ideally, it requires a 48K
byte Spectrum to run, though
it can be used with a 16K
version. It is supplied on
cassette, and with its demon-
stration program and pro-
grammers manual, costs
£15.

Serious can be contac-
ted by writing to 7 Woodside
Road, Bickley, Bromley,
Kent.

Actually it is nothing of
the sort. It is instead the
Magic Wand Speaking
Reader from Texas
instruments, which
combines a bar code reader
with speech synthesis chips
to produce a book that
‘talks’. It not only talks,
therefore helping graphically
young children to learn to
read, it can add sound
effects and simple tunes.
Just imagine what it could
make of Noddy. Phone 0344
54471.
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in brief..

Dragon News

Dragon freaks amongst
others will be interested in
two US magazines that are
now available in this
country.

Both specialise in
coverage of all that is
interesting to colour
computing funsters, and in
particular those that are into
the Dragon 32, and the
Tandy Color Computer.

One is called Color
Computer News, and is
actually intended for Tandy
users. It is being imported
into the UK by Dragon
dealer, Gravesend Home
Computers, and costs £2.25
for a single copy, or £21 for
an annual subscription.

The other is Rainbow, and
this again is aimed primarily
at the Tandy user, though it
is also relevent to Dragon
owners. It is-being imported
into the UK by Manchester-
based Elkan Electronics.
Gravesend Home Computers
is on 0474 50677, and Elkan
Electronics is on 0671 798
7613

CP/M Directory

Edlisd i Winbten Amncimen arh pabebdid by
fembraige Infarmatios gid Rowech eriom | imned

Hands up those that have
never heard of CP/M?

Right, those with their
hands up can stop reading
this story and move on to
the next.

Hands up those who use
CP/M programs?

OK, you are the people
who should now read-on, for
Cambridge Information and
Research Services has
something which might
interest you — namely the
CP/M Software Directory
1983.
lts price is £12.50 and
further details can be
obtained from the company
on 0763 83615.

NEWSIIIIIMmim* -

Upmarket
Texas

Yet another 'name’ company
from the mainstream com-
puter business has made a
move intoc the market for
‘no-it's-not-IBM-PC-com-
patible - it's - just - that - the
- the - specifications - look -
very-similar’ marketplace.

The company is Texas
Instruments, better known
toWhich Micro? readers for
its TI99/4A home computer
though it is also big in the
minicomputer world. Appear-
ance Is deceptive butitcould
be construed that Texas is
moving up market with the
announcement of its Pro-
fessional Computer, it is
also a move down for the
company, relatively speaking.

The Professional Com-
puter [(dare we actually
shorten it to PC?) is based
on the now obligatory 8088
processor, giving the facility
to run all the popular opera-
ting systems of the day.
These include MSDOS, CP/
M-86, Concurrent CP/M-86
and P System.

This means that all those
applications programs that
are available for these sys-
tems are available for use on
the Tl machine.

The ProfComp comes with
a minimum of 64K bytes of
user memory, which is ex-

IBM's Matey
Comart

The IBM Personal Computer
has a mate. Indeed, it has
several of them. They come
from a US company, Tecmar
Inc, and they include such
goodies as hard disc sub-
systems and communi-
cations interfaces.

These mates, collectively
called the PC-Mate range,
are now being sold in the
UK, through the good offices
of Comart.

The range consists of
what is claimed to be the
widest selection of PC-
compatible peripherals and
subsystems so far made
available. They include
Winchester disc subsystems,
exchangeable cartridge disc
systems, memory and com-
munications interfaces, high
resolution colour graphics,
analogue to digital con-
verters and a range of other
industrial modules.

As well as distributing the
products in the UK, Comart's
subsidiary company, Micro-
serve, will provide service
and maintenance coverage.
This will also be extended
to the IBM-PC itself, which
is handled by Comart through

pandable up to 256K bytes.
Standard on-line storage is
in the form of a 320K byte
floppy disc drive. Expansion
here is in the form of either a
second floppy drive, or a
mini-winnie hard disc unit,

Call 0344 54471.

Group companies, the Byte-
shops, and Xitan. Phone
0480 27150085.

Talking
Spectrum

Here's something that
sounds like fun, guite liter-
ally, for it is now possible to
get your Sinclair Spectrum
to talk. What it talks about,
of course, is entirely up to
you, for its words will spring
forth only as a parroting of
what is keyed in.

How it is done is by using
the Orator from Fuller Micro
Systems, the Liverpool-based
company that has become
something of a specialist at
producing conversion kits
for Sinclair's machines.

Orator is a speech syn-
thesis system that attaches
to the back of a Spectrum. It
contains a sound amplifier,
three-tone sound generator,
a joy stick control port and a
single chip phoenem-based
speech synthesiser.

Using this, it becomes
possible for a user to key in
words, and have the
Spectrum drive the Orator
into saying them by gener-
ating sounds that match the
letters. As it is phoenem-

based, this does mean that
certain tricks have to be
learned to ensure that the
systemn talks English rather
than gibberish. This is be-
cause the English language,
as she is writ, occasionally
bears little resemblance to
how she is spoke.

It therefore behoves the
user to learn how to spell
some words phonetically so
that the machine under-
stands what you want it to
say, rather than what you
say it should say.

The Orator unit complete
is available for£54.90. Fuller
also has a variety of optional
add-on systems that contain
different parts of the com-
plete unit. For example, the
Orator by itself is available
for £39.95, while a striaght
sound amplication unit costs
£6.95.

Fuller claims to have now
sold over 10,000 keyboard
and keyboard case con-
versions for the Sinclair
ZX81. Its latest offering in
this area is a re-designed
keyboard unit that incor-
porates a proper space bar
and double-sized keys for
both Shift and Data Entry.
This costs £39.95, and
should be available about
now. Phone 051 236 6108.
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KAYDE HOME COMPUTERS LTD.

The amazing ORIC 48K Colour computer —
Microsoft, Basic & Forth.
Fantastic value £169.95

Jupiter Ace Microcomputer — runs in Forth.
an easily understood language and 10 times
as fast as Basic.

% Shop open 6 days a week £89.95

* Vast range of software for most micros now in
stock including: Romik, Quicksilva, Salamanda,
Rabbit, Silversoft, Bug Byte, Imagine, Elfin and

F———————————— = — s i o

other leading names. Why not pay us a visit or I ORIC 48K 169.95
order from our immediate despatch mail ord : :
i p il order s Jupiter Ace 89.95

* ZXB1 & Vie 20 spgcialis‘[g l ity Item Ilu'n_-"rl.'.r Tata

1 Central Avenue E I

Station Approach |

Mew Eltham |

London SE9 % |
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Texet TX8000
colour micro

We review the latest rival to
the Sinclair Spectrum

The Texet TX8000 is a
microcomputer new to the
UK market, aimed at the
same buyer as the highly
successful ZX spectrum.

Texet claims that the
newcomer is the cheapest
colour computer available
in Britain, and at an intended
launch price of £98 for the
basic 8K version, the TX8000
does indeed undercut the
previous holder of that title,
the £99.95 Oric.

The computer itself is
small, about the same size
as the Spectrum, but of more
conventional styling. An
injection moulded case is
held together by six screws
and a stern warning not to
dismantle anything.

One of the TXB00O's best
features is its keyboard. The
rubber pad keys are similar
in concept to those of the
Spectrum and Jupiter Ace,
but are much more pleasant
to use, with a slight but
positive over-centre action
and a synthesized click
eliminating much of the un-
certainty experienced with
other machines. In particular,
it avoids the disconcerting
“corpse's hand” feel of the
Spectrum.

We were impressed by
the common-sense attitude
to one-key entry displayed
by the Texet. Many people
are put off the Sinclair
machines by the difficulty of
locating the desired keyword
on the complex keyboard,
especially since it is not
possible to just type in the
relevant word letter by letter.

On the TX 8000, the keys
normally operate in the usual
typewriter sense, but when
the programmer uses them
in conjunction with the
Control key, the relevant
keyword is produced with
each depression.

It's a pity that this sensible
attitude didn’t extend to the
space bar, which is merely a
small oblong key hiding in
the lower right corner of the
keyboard.

The eight colours obtain-
able are yellow, buff, red,
blue, cyan, magenta, orange
and green.

Externally, the impression
is one of high build quality,
but open the case and the
computers Hong Kong ori-
gins can be clearly seen in
the construction of the cir-
cuit board.

The layout is somewhat
haphazard, and ugly blobs
of glue seem to be the main
method of locating com-
ponents.

The back of the computer
features expansion ports for
the add-on RAM pack and
one other peripheral such
as a joystick or printer. The
Texet printer is due at the
end of the year, but no-one
from the company was able
to say what type it would be.

Outlets for connection
with a television or RGB
monitor are builtin, asis the
socket for the external power
supply unit.

When switched on, the
machine greets the user

with the message "Video
Technology Basic”. It seems
to be a standard subset of
Microsoft Basic, being not-
able for its lack of utility
commands (TRACE ON,
AUTO and RENUMBER for
example), but remaining a
reasonably powerful and fast
interpreter with no strange
quirks.

We only once lost control
of the machine, when LLIST
was typed with no printer
attached. The lack of a reset
button meant that switched

off (thus losing the program)
was the only way to regain
control.

Those who have spent
hours struggling with the
Microsoft line editor will be
pleased to learn that a full
screen editor is implemented
on the TXB00O. In conjunction
with the auto-repeating keys,
it makes editing fast and
easy.

In use, the Texet seemed
rather old-fashioned. The
display is upper case only,
and the graphics capabilities
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. o market at £98.
| " o BENCHMARKS — : The poor graphics
L - e resolution and lack of
The Texet versus The Spectrum SHRd ey WA ster
£ tial buyers,
(in seconds) Texet Spectrum m since the 16K
Oric at £99.85 is strong
Test 1 18.0 44.7
Test 2 7.9 8.9 s e Ao
Test 3 18.7 20.7
Test 4 19.8 19.8 The introduction of the
Test 5 21.9 23 5 TX8000 is something of a
Test 6 35'5 57 6 watershed in the British
Test 7 55 I'jﬂ ?ELE home computer world. For
es i d the first time, the supplier
Test 8 84.0 339.4 has ne direct connection

are extremely limited. The
resolution is only 128 by 64
in the single graphics mode,
and the only Basic commands
for graphics are SET, RESET,
POINT, and CLS, so every
pixel has to be laboriously
plotted individually. A few
ZX81 type chunky block
graphic characters are avail-
able in the text mode.
. It is also very surprising
that an entrant to the Spec-
| trum/Oric  market should
have no sound capabilities
apart from an electronic blip
' when a key is depressed.

With these points in mind,
and in the knowledge that
. while the computer is new
to the UK it has been avail-
able elsewhere for some
time, we turmned to the pro-
visional manual for a clue as
to the age of the design.

Confusingly, there are two
Video Technology copyright
dates, 1982 and 1977, so
the age of the machine re-
mains a mystery for the
moment.

Our particular review
machine was an old 8K
model which still bore the
Video Tehnology logo, and

as such it is possible that it
had been on the receiving
end of some harsh treat-
ment.

This may explain the re-
liability problems we exper-
ienced, which included a
total lack of display in the
graphics mode and a number
of problems with non-func-
tioning keys.

The quality of the text
display was also disappoin-
ting. the light green charac-
ters being difficult to read
against a dark green back-
ground.

The internal construction
suggests that individual
TX8000 computers may be
more prone to vanations in
quality than their rivals, and
indeed the example we used
at Texet's headguarters
seemed much better.

We are unable to comment
on the manual supplied,
since ours was just a pro-
visional (though quite com-
prehensive) quide to the
Basic used.

At the moment there Is
very little technical docu-
mentation for the Texet, in-
deed no-one from Texet
was able to provide wvery
much detailed information
at all, since the company
merely imports the machine
and has no hand in its design
or manufacture.

The Texet may well prove
to be a happy hunting ground
for those who write supple-

mentary guides to new

-machines. Until this 1s done,

however, little independent
software is likely, though
Texet plan to launch the
TXB000 with a range of
games, utilities and domestic/
business programs at the
end of March.

SPECIFICATIONS

ggzﬂﬂu 64K upgrade for
45 soft plastic moving
keys. :
6502 central processor.
UHF, RGB, cassette,
peripheral and memory
expansion ports.

Cassette interface speed:
600 bps.

Language: Microsoft
Basic.

Prices: BK £98, 64K £150
Availability: in many
leading chain store
groups from the end of
March.

UK importer: Texet
Limited, Commercial
Avenue, Stanley Green
Trading Estate. Cheadle
Hulme, Cheshire.

COMMENT

The TX8000 is far from
beaing the Spectrum clone
it appears to be at first
sight. It has a powerful,
easy to use Basic, and is
the cheapest colour

computer on the UK

with the design or
construction of the machine,
being just an importer who
books a production run of
computers from the Hong
Kong factory, and markets
them in the UK.

the old-fashioned feel of
the computer will be a
handicap in its intended
market It will probably be
difficult or impossible for
programmers to produce the
sort of graphics most home
users will expect from
games software.

The Benchmark tests
suggest that the use of
Microsoft Basic has made
the Texet a respectable
number-cruncher, and this
might make it suftable for
fimited scientific use if the
software were available.

Unfortunately. the
machine is not really made
to cope with constant heavy
use, nor do the limited
input/output facilities lend
themselves to serious work.

Texet's entry into the
home computer market can
be compared to that of
Binatone, another importing
company which has built
itself up on cheap consumer
electronics.

The danger facing the
British microcomputer
industry is that the home
computer market will be
drawn into the same price
wars which affected the
pocket calculator market.

Low prices may seem to
be good news for the micro
buyer., but the possible long
term cost must not be
ignored.
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Texas Instrument enters the office market:
CP/M has own show: Seequa sequel:- By

Deborah Wise, East Coast Editor. InfoWorld

duced an office microcomputer

to compete, head-on, with the
IBM Personal Computer (which has
now “officially” arrived in England). It
fills a gap in its product line between
powerful, expensive minicomputers
and limited, cheap home computers.

Over here, Tl is best-known to the
general public as the company Bill
Cosby (the black comedian who starred
in California Suite) is going to get
$188 from when he buys its home
computer. That tv ad campaign helped
Tlsell out of its 99/4 A computers over
Christmas.

Since then Tl has also enlarged its
home computer line with the code-
named Timex Killer —the TI99/2. It's
aimed directly at the Timex Sinclair
market and costs under £100.

And Timex had best beware. The
home computer market is a dangerous
place to be. The company took the
opportunity of at a major consumer
electronics show recently to intro-
duce the Timex 2000, better known to
all of you as the Sinclair Spectrum.

That machine will face tough com-
petition in the US market where price
wars have brought down the cost of
several machines, including the
Commeodore VIC 20, the TI/994A and
the Radio Shack Color Computer, to
around the $200 range.

T exas Instruments recently intro-

Tl business

Tl won’t find the business micro-
computer market any saferthan Timex
finds the home market. It faces strong
competition from entrenched, known
companies, like IBM and Apple.

Here, Apple's new Lisa, which |
should imagine you've all heard quite
enough about already, produced quite
the splash — though the price shocked
a few small businessmen. The IBM PC
has been picking up market share
quickly — an indication that blue chip
companies have the knack of attracting
corporate dollars for products as well
as for investments,

TI's Professional Computer, as the
new micro-based office product is
called, is a sleekly designed machine
that uses the same Intel 8088 micro-
processor as the IBM PC. It doesn't,
however, run the same software.
Software developers will have to revise
their programs to run on the Tl PC.
And many, including Microsoft, Digital
Research nd VisiCorp, have already

done so which is a major plus for TI.

Another commendable advantage
for the Tl PC is its immediate availa-
bility: As the company spoke to the
press in New York, dealers across the
country put on display, ready-to-buy,
Tl PCs. This is unfortunately, not
general industry practice. Normally
companies provide fanfare, promises,
prototypes and hype — but rarely the
finished product when they host an
“announcement.”

Tl, I'm afraid, did in the end succumb
to some hypothesizing about future
“revolutionary” applications for its
Frofessional Computer.

Natural language

Come autumn it will have a speéch
recognition capability, the company
said. It will have a natural language
interface so dummies can type in
English sentences as comands, the
company said. It will have a voice
management capability — a fancy name
for a very expensive, but very clever
telephone voice mail system and tele-
phone answering machine — the com-
pany said. It did show canned versions
of these capabilities but gave no prices.
Very impressive but not good enough.

(From what | could tell, the natural
language programming is a bit of con
really. It's actually a clever menu-
driven command sequence that lets
you build English language sentences
using phrases printed on the screen).

And talking of displays hyping pro-
ducts: get this, CP/M, that ubiquitous
8-bit operating system that's having
problems convincing the world that
it's 16-bit version is up to scratch,
now has a computer show all to itself.

The first CF/M show — CP/M'83 -
attracted more than 45,000 people a
few weeks ago in lovely San Francisco.
Organized by Digital Research, the
inventors, purportrators, or what have
you, of CP/M, the show had few
surprises, lots of support and two
Interesting announcements.

In the face of competition (from
arch-rival Microsoft's 16-bit operating
system MS DOS) Digital Research
decided to cut the price, by 70%, of its
IBM PC version of CP/M-86. “Our goal
Is PC penetration,” said DR's president
John Rowley. Sounds painful to me,
but if the company doesn't succeed
it's balance sheet may be a much
greater source of irritation. The com-
pany's product line, however, which
includes a CP/M Plus softcard for the

Apple Il and CP/M versions for the
Motorola 68000 microprocess (the
one Lisa uses) in addition to the
language and operating system pro-
ducts it is famous for, is strong by any
software developer's standards.

And Gary Kildall, inventor of CP/M
and microcomputer industry legend,
announced a new addition which he
thinks marks a landmark in profes-
sional educational computer lan-
guages: an enhanced version of Logo
for the IBM PC. Logo is the educa-
tional languaged developed at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
by Seymour Papert and others.

Said Kildall, "We've added quite a
bit to make it a little more professional
and easier to use.” In fact, the friendly
turtle, known to many young Logo
users, becomes a pointer in DR's
version. “Businessmen don't wark with
turtles,” observed Kildall.

Logo won't be available until later
this year, but can you really blame
Digital Research showing it off at a
gathering it organized that attracted
45,000 people.

Seequa’s ghost?

Last month | mentioned an off-the-
wall company called Seequa that
claimed to have an IBM PC compat-
ible portable called the Chameleon
that runs all IBM PC software and Z80
software and costs £1795. | saw the
computer's chassis at a trade show
but no one could track down its guts.
And they're still having problems.
Scouting parties reported that they
have turned up little more than an
empty warehouse in the company's
home town of Annapolis, Maryland.

A source told me recently, | wouldn't
do business with the company for
anything. They're a flaky bunch.”
Apparently, the computer store they

are affiliated with, though they sort of |

deny this, sells many computers to
the US Government. | know what
you're thinking — like attracts like —
they're a flaky bunch too.

Until next month. I

.".
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OPINION

Phil Manchester puts a case for mice, imprecision and pictorial
convenience. Computers you drive like cars

favourite analogy of some of the
Amur& enlightened employees of

the world's largest computer
corporation (that is IBM, not Apple or
Commodore), compares computers to
cars.

The story goes that, in the early days
of the motor car, a large US car manu-
facturer commissioned a market survey
on the future of the motor industry. One
of the things discovered was that, by
around 1920, there would be a world
shortage of chauffeurs — to the tune
of about a million.

Given that motor cars were pretty
unreliable and rather complex beasts at
the time, this statistic caused great
consternation in the minds of the
company executives.

How were they to expand their market-
place and sell more cars when there
would be no one around with the requi-
site skills to use them? The answer, of
course, was simple. They made the car
less complex, more reliable and easy to
use and eliminated the need for skilled
‘operators’.

Similar analogies can be made be-
tween computers and a number of other
technologies that have had to make the
transition from the realm of the expert to
the mass consumer market place. East-
man’'s box camera and Philips’ compact
cassette are other examples.

Computer manufacturer's and software
builders are now faced with the same
problem. They are in a position to
produce the technology cheaply enough
to appeal to a growing mass market and
are desperately trying to find the right
way of packaging it. .

The essence of this packaging, if it is
to be successful, is to provide the user
with the right amount of powerto do the
job with the minimum amount of fuss.

Going back to the box camera for a
moment, its success was based on it
being a simple way to take ‘snapshots’.
You pointed the camera at your chosen
subject and pressed the button. All of
the ‘programming’ required to get the
exposure and focussing right was done
for you.

The problems of processing the film -

even the problem of loading and remov-_

ing it from the camera — were also taken
care of because you returned the whole
thing, camera and film, to the manufac-
turer. A few days later your new set of
snapshots and your camera with a new
film were returned to you.

Similarly, the cassette tape offered
users a recording medium which did not
require messing about with threading
reels and setting recording evels. You
could not perform sophisticated editing

using cassettes, but then most users did
not want to.

In both these cases success came as
a result of removing all of the awkward
aspects of the technology required by
the experts and leaving the important
functions in a simple form.

Unfortunately, this has still to happen
with computers.

As products of the technologically
sophisticated industry which designs
and builds them, they reflect the needs
of that industry.

Part of the problem lies in the pre-
dominant method of interface between
person and machine — the keyboard for
input and the screen for output. It is
worth noting, incidentally, that both of
these technological 'innovations’ pre-
date computers by a good few years.

The keyboard in particular exerts a
tyrannical influence over the form and
content of information fed into a machine.
Itis an instrument that demands precision.

That influence also affects the way
that information is processed within the
machine (the ‘instructions’ are fed in
through the keyboard too) and, inevitably,
the method used to present the proces-
sed information. At all levels, precision
is the order of the day.

In the scientific and military worlds
where computers were first spawned,
such precision is mandatory and those
needs are reflected in almost all current
machine designs.

But in the world at large it is not only
unnecessary.it is a positive inconvenience.

The appeal of good quality graphics

reflects this desire among the majority
of users. It is only recently that graphics
have been introduced on larger compu-
ters whereas microcomputers have had
them all along — there is a lot of
evidence to suggest that the Apple's
success was based on its excellent
graphics above all else.

Pictorial methods of presenting data
are far more convenient in many of the
applications of microcomputers. In the
same way that the digital watch is less
convenient as a method indicating the
time than an old fashioned analog watch,
tables of numbers are less convenient
than pie diagrams and bar charts.

But these methods of presenting data
are 'vague'. Like the analog watch, they
are used to provide an indication rather
than precise information. Nevertheless,
it is quite adequate in the right context.

Until recently this desire for vagueness
has not been reflected in the way you
get your data into the system. You still
have to pick out the right keys on that
tiresome old keyboard.

It is encouraging that companies like
Apple and Xerox have recognised the
potential of the sort of devices used in
video games.

In the Lisa system from Apple and the
Star system from Xerox with their ‘'mice’
we can see the beginnings of a new way
of packaging a computer system (Apple's
Lisa was reviewed last month).

Hopefully, the next breakthrough will
come in the way that software works so
the curse of precision will be lifted from
computers altogether. [l

~
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“If it's of any use [ can get
the on-board computer to
give us our aftitude™
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SEIKOSHA PRINTERS
FORNAME DROPPERS EVERYWHERE.

f you own one of these microcomputers you can get FEATURES INCLUDE:
more out of it by running it with a Seikosha printer. B0 ool 0 a S ens
The Seikosha range offers professional performance S i
at a cost that's comparable with your computer — with ~ Full ASCII
prices from around £215 to £260 (ex VAT). character set

No other printers ofter so much for so little. Full Dot addressable
graphics, programmed printing (250 X) 80 col, 50 ¢ps, graphics
on standard paper. Serial and Centronics parallel output ot
ports enable almost all computers to be Elterﬁa.ccd ml?ith g%g,—_ﬁ{l?mﬁd e
the Seikosha range with ease. Many other advanced '
features, plus Seikosha’s proven reliability and the nation- iExpa}.]I};c}ert_i G;du}lb!ﬂ
wide support of DRG’s distributor network make the eight/ width printing
Seikosha the natural choice for the microcomputeruser.  Standard paper + 2 copies

Telephone these listed distributors to see one of the  Self testi ng
remarkable Seikosha Printers in action, or, if you wantto ——; - -
Ol4"x 17 V4" x SV4

g know ofnearerdistributors, telephone . .
DRG the number below dimensions

(Peripherals & Supplies Division) 13/14 Lynx Crescent, Winterstoke Road,
M ACHINE Weston-super-Mare, BS24 ODN. Telephone: (0934) 419914,
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Esco ComputerFacilities Limited
321 Blythswood Court, Anderston Centre, Glasgow G2
MrBrown 041-2210310

Northern Computers
Churchfield Road, Frodsham, Cheshire
Josephine Piff 0928-35110

Technomatic Limited
17 Burnley Road, London NW10 1ED
MrMehta 01-452 1500

Watford Electronics
33/35 Cardiff Road, Watford, Herts
MrJessa 0923-40588

HCCS
533 Durham Road, Lowfell, Gateshead
MrHeslop 0632-821924

Oakleaf Computers
121 Dudley Road, Grantham, Lincolnshire
MrsJardine 0476-76994

APSystems
90-100 Brighton Road, Surbiton, Surrey
MrWilliams 01-399 1257

Microchips
46-48 St Georges Street, Winchester, Hampshire
MrBennett 0962-68085

Gwent Computers
28 New Pastures, Newport, Gwent
Mr Tanswell 0633-215008

Bits and Bytes

44 Fore Street, llfracombe, North Devon
Mr Altass

Microstyle

29 Belvedere, Landsdown Road, Bath
Lynne Farmer 0225-334659

Leeds Computer System
60-62 Balcony, Merrion Centre, Leeds
Mr Wingfield 0037-63744

JADIntegrated Systems
21 Market Avenue, Plymouth
MrDollery 0752-29038

Kobra Computing
Duramark House, Farm Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon
MrRayband 01-579 5845

Computer Shack Limited
14 Pitville Street, Cheltenham
MrLewis 0242-584343

Sumlock Electronics
198 Deansgate, Manchester M3 3NE
MrMoore 061-834 4233

ia Computers
88 St Benedicts Street, Norwich
MrReyzl 0603-29652

Akhter Instruments

Unit 19, Arlinghide Estate, South Road, Templefields,
Harlow, Essex

MrMughal 0279-412639

Eltec Services
231 Manningham Lane, Bradford BD8 7THH
Dr. W Wormald 0274-491371

Chromasonic Electronics
48 Junction Road, Archway, London
Mr Curtiss 01-236 9403

SALES, RENTAL and LEASE

and other services

Sirius 1, IBM, Apple, BBC, Superbrain,
Osborne, ICL, Zenith

Extremely low introductory prices available on ail Micros

AllCP/M software available; Languages, Accounts
Packages, Database, Standard CP/M ie. Wordstar,
Supercalc

EPSON PRINTERS Mx80FT3 £310

Full range of Video monitors, Hardware
Software, Documentation, Printers, cards and accessories.

MAIL ORDER TO CENTRAL OFFICE
send for further details on rest of our excellent range of software hardware

w All prices ex. V.A.T. » Our own low cost maintemance 24 hrs. service « Please ask for other
. brands of software and hardware

MICROCOMPUTER HIRE SERVICE

ATRIAL PERIOD FOR YOUR COMPUTERISATION
A COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE FOR RENTALS

SIRIUS 1, IBM, Superbrain. Apple System, PET, Tandy, Sorcerer,
Horizon, Sirius 1, IBM, Osborne, Printers, BBC (b), ICL, Zenith
Short Term Rental Available

CENTRAL OFFICE:

Microcomputer Spacedrome, 3 Westholm, Hampstead, London NW11.
: 01-458 5845

Is your high-performance computer let down by your low-perform-
ance ingers? Touch 'n' Go will change all that. In just 24 hours you
can master the computer's QWERTY kevboard and its humeric
keypad. Forget boring drilis and meaningless hieroglyphics, Touch
'n’ Go introduces real words and phrases at the earliest possible
moment. The computer gives you instant feedback on your
performance and can even store the results for posternity. By the
end of the course you should be capable of 40 words per minute

Why use two fingers when you have ten?

Touch 'n' o s avalable from computer dealers and
direct from Caxton for only E25 plus VAT T
It iz available in popular CPAM and MSDOS formats Laxton

Flease add £] p&p when orderning direct

Caxton Software Lid 10-14 Badford Strest, Covent Garden, London WCZE SHE 23




24

Letters

TO THE EDITOR

Which Micro & Software Review,
57a Hatton Garden, London EC1

BBC acorns

| am a teacher in a
village school and an
order has been placed, via
the local authority, for a
BEBC B micro.

Before this machine
arrives in school and the
pupils are 'let loose” on it |
feel the need to get a
microcomputer for myself
so that | can get the best
out of the school machine.
However, | do not feel that
the family budget can be
stretched to the extent of
paying for my own BBC.

| wonder whether you
could suggest a micro, in
a cheaper price range, say
£100-£150, that could be
bought as a substitute for
the BBC machine. | am
looking for the machine
that behaves in a way
most like the performance
of the BBC micro at a
fraction of the cost.

W M Price
South Glamorgan

If you want to buy a
micro straight away, then
the best buys are the
Sinclair ZX81 or the
Commodore Vic 20.
However, the new
Electron from Acorn, the
people who brought you
the BBC micros, is due
very soon.

This machine is a
downgrade of the BEBC
micro, with we believe,
some of the same
facilities. The Electron is
probably your best bet
and worth waiting for.

Education

As a post-script to your
excellent article on
computer education in
your January issue, | feel |
must point out that the
subject is not just a matter
for schoolchildren.

Computer education in
the adult sphere is equally
important, if not vital, if
the more “mature” among
us are to remain
conversant with this fast
moving area of
technology.

| have been studying
computing on a day-

release basis for the past
three years and have found
the whole exercise most
rewarding. As an account |
find that the course not
only "keeps the old grey
matter ticking over”, but
also gives me a good
insight into the technology
which surrounds me in my
every day work.

Perhaps a follow-up
article could be
considered in due course.
Greg Mallett
Sudbury, Suffolk

A follow-up article is
being considered at
present (Ed).

Newbrains

In my view the Newbrain
has received a poor press
for what most of its users
consider as an excellent
machine if poorly
supported by Grundy and
the dealers (at least the
ones | have encountered
except for Calisto of
Birmingham).

Part of the reason for
the poor support from the
dealers is not their fault in
that they don’t seem to be
kept up to date by the
Grundy people.

The Independent
Newbrain User Group is
being formed as a
nationwide Newsletter,
infoarmation gathering and
distribution on Newbrain
hardware and software
features. I've titled myself
temporary secretary
because | hope to gather a
team, from any part of the
UK, who will be as keen

as | am to get real and
adequate support for all
the users and a few
people will share in the
necessary tasks.

I've written software for
the PC2, 1500, HX20,
PC1,FX702P,
SUPERBRAIN etc and |
would like there to be an
aditorial balance
determined by other
people’s interests and
views so the Newsletters
are not just a plug for the
suite of software | call
MISCIS, pronounced Mrs,
designed for the smallest
of growing businesses.

The Newsletter editions
will initially be distributed
to people known to have
in the hope they will get
membership subscriptions
from selling spare copies.
A short-form edition will
be distributed to about
1000 micro enthusiasts.
The first few hundred
members will get a free
error summary card as well
as a mix of programs,
hardware hints and an up
to date dealer report in
the Newsletter itself.

The yearly subscription
for the Newsletter/IN
GROUP membership is to
cover the production and
postage costs of an A4
style magazine format and
has been set at £8.50 for
twelve issues and £1 for
single issue samples (or
back copies).

The main feature that
should occupy a
significant part of the
Newsletter are
question/answer sessions
but any query sent in for a
personal rather than public
reply will get an answer.
Anthony D. Hodge
Temporary Membership
Secretary
The Independant
MNewbrain User Group OUP
15 St. Johns Court,
Wakefield WF1 2RY.

Y | Atari 800. It does

| with the Apple program

BUPFLIER THE Mo

FRODUCT GROMME

FRICE DOLLARS

W= 1 70 B0i= 3

Atari fox

As a newcomer to
computing, | tried playing

Fox & Hounds in
February's software
review, to see if it would
run on my newly acquired

Add line 57 DIM AS(3)
Change 435 ARC = ATN
Change 455 ATN = ARC
Correct B4D IF X =1

" THEN GOTO 1360
Tony Deacon
Kidlington, Oxford

TV damage

“"How Micros can damage
TV's” — you invite
correspondence on
TV/computer matching,
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and Hitachi are no
problem. With a Grundig
there is only a very slight
problem, with another
Thron TX model the
problem is just as bad as
mine.

What's the solution —
short of buying a
Japanese TV?

D N Park
Bradford

Hedley will be replying
direct to you Mr Park, but
in the meantime, has
anyone else found similar
problems?

Program clones

With reference to your
advertisement in the
February issue of Which
Micro? asking for people
who are interested in
writing programs for the
Dragon 32 to contact you.
Firstly you request a
printed listing for the
program — 1s this really
necessary? Would a hand-
written program not
suffice? Secondly, is it
Basic or machine code
programs you are
interested in, or does it
not matter?

My third query concerns
the law. Are programmers
allowed to work for two
organisations
simultaneously? | am
thinking particularly about
royalties. What are the
ethics of somebody
writing programs for the
Dragon then perhaps
offering the same
programs to Commodore

this is my problem.

| have a Dragon 32 and
a Thorn 9000 TV. | get
patterning in the
background and the
figures shimmer.

I've tried the Dragon on
other people’'s TV's, a Sony

'H Il
L. I

or Sinclair?
John Ponomarenko
Burnley, Lancs.

Although we prefer a
machine-printed listing
for obvious reasons of
accuracy, we can get by
with a cassette

ll\l -l_ ey
LI

I 11

containing two copies of
the program, a fulf
variables list and an
explanation of any
machine-specific
statements such as
PEEKs and POKEs of FX
calls. As a general rule, if
you can't provide a
printer listing there is no
need to produce a hand-
written one.

We are mainly
interested in Basic
programs, since they
appeal to the widest
readership.

As far as the legal
question goes, it is really
impossible to give
authoritative advice, since
to our knowledge there
has never been a test
case on this subject. If all
the manufacturers
involved were aware of
the programmer’s
intentions and raised no
objections, then it might
be possible to proceed.

71994/A
Admissions

| was somewhat surprised
by your recent review of
16-bit micros (February) in
that Texas Instruments
were not even mentioned
apart from an incomplete
summary of their £E5000
TMS 9900 driven business
system. The fact that
readers can already obtain
the ame 16 bit processor
in @ home micro costing
£150 is surely worth a
word!

As a user of the
T199/4A | can confirm
that the 16 bit architecture
gives excellent graphics,
asembly language
programs of frightening
speed and superb 13 digit
mathematical accuracy.

Tl certainly made a big
mistake in introducing the

99/4 too quietly and
quickly in 1980 at a very
high UK price of almost
£1000 but the 'A’ version
at £150 beats the
opposition out of sight for
reasons too numerous to
list.

As a final point could
you please soften the
rather discouraging notes
about the T199/4A in your
machine summary, e.q.
references to previous
prices are surely
unnecessary as almost
every micro in the list has
been reduced drastically at
some time starting at the
top with the ZX81.

- At small extra cost
SPRITE graphics are
available with an
easily programmable
28 compared to only
8 on the new
Commodore 64.

- A complete range of
peripherals including
speech exists.

Availability of 3rd party
softare is not widely
advertised but Tl publish a
catalogue containing
almost 1000 programs, 90
per cent of which are 3rd
party, the UK User Group
has a library of 400 low
cost programs and there
are other sources
including a company im-
porting excellent programs
from America and Canada.
These programs cover a
very wide range with far
more business and
educational applications
than for most other low
cost micros.

How many programs
can anybody actually use?
(By the way, | think still
your magazine is excellent
and please note that |
have no connection with
Texas Instruments.)
| C Swales
Redcar,

Cleveland.

Micro Le/S

By Richard Howell
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The UK.s biggest
selling 16 bit
microcomputer ...

b

2

simply the best

price/performance 16 bit microcomputer
on the market. Includes 1.2mb disk storage,
400 x 800 graphics display, audio decoder,
CP/M 86 and MS-DOS.

MICRO DECISION
Morrow Designs ex-
citing new computer.
The Micro Decision is
a beautifully designed,
compact desk-top micro-
computer that SR
comes pack-
aged with CP/M,

Cale, BASIC-80, BaZic and Pilot. With the
addition of a printer the Micro Decision
system has all the hardware and software
necessary for word processing, proof read-
ing, financial modelling and programming.

MINSTREL
The U.K's most
competitively
priced, 5-100 bus
based micro-
computer with
integral high capacity hard disks.
Manufactured in England, the MINSTREL
standard configurations include 800K-1.6 mb
floppy and 5-20 mb of hard disk storage.

ADVANTAGE
Very compact,
desk-top com-
puter with high
resolution
graphics and
dual processors.
The Advantage is avail-
able with optional 16 bit processor

and M5-DOS. Up to 64 Advantages can be
networked with North Star's latest software/
hardware package, NorthMNet.

screen, printer
and microcassette

TS816 microcomputers
are powerful, multi-tasking,
multi-processing system with true multi-
user capabilities. The TS806 and TS816
systems support up to 6 and 16 users
respectively.

with every reason - _

MX100Epson
are the world's foremost
supplier of dot-matrix
printers. Both models
can print four
character pitches
and have high
resoclution hit
image graphics.

ICL KDS7362 This is ICL's
latest VDU designed
tor the micro-
computer market,
The KDS7362 is
very good value,
reliable and
attractively
designed. Supplied
with every VDU are an
extra set of keyecaps to support
several foreign languages. Firmware
compatible with Televideo TVI-950.

TEC EXECUTIVE
40R and 55R. -l
Superior,
inexpensive
daisy wheel
printers. Features
include quiet operation and
bi-directional, logic seeking printing.

INSIGHT VDT-6and
VDT-8 Very
competitively priced
“WordStar' VDUs.
The VDT-6 and
VDT-8 have 12" and
15" screens
respectively. Both
models incorporate a
WordStar customised
keyboard for use
with MicroPro's
excellent word :
prﬂn:e'aﬁing_ﬂystem or with general purpose
are. Firmware compatible with
Televideo TVI-SIZ.

FLOWRITER RFP1300
and RP1600 The -
RP1300 and
RP1600 are high
performance,
reliable, daisy
wheel] printers with
print speeds of 37 and 60 cps
respectively. The Flowriter's internal
microprocessor controls proportional
spacing, logic seeking, margin justification
and int 8K buffering.

PRISM 80and 132 The PRISM is an
intelligent, high quality dot-matrix printer.

Special PRISM features are colour
printing, correspondence mode and
single sheet feed capability.

N The biggest sell-

ing word processing
program. “The de facto
standard for microcomputers”
according to Micrecomputing mag-
azine. MicroPro's WordStar is supplied
complete with comprehensive manual and
training guide. We alse supply the complete
range of MicroPro software.
EXACT: Complete businessman's accounting
system. High quality inexpensive package
comprising stock recording; invoicing; sales,
nominal and purchase ledgers; and payroll
Superb value for money,
dBASE I One of the world's foremost pro-
grammable data base management packages.
fAshton Tate's dBase Il has comprehensive file
handling, screen handling and report printing
facilities. Intedacing to files created by other
languages such as BASIC or WordStar is

supported.
AUTOCODE I&: The obvious complement to
dBase II from Brtish authors Stemmos.

Autocode 1 is an automatic programming system
for CP/M based microcomputers. Autocode 1
generates program code for completa systems
executed directly under dBase I1.

MULTIPLAN: MicroSoft's latest package.
Multiplan is an easy to use, powerful electronic
wotksheet program, designed with non-computer
pecple in mind. Supplied complete with
comprehensive training guide and reference
manual. We also supply the complete range of
MicroSoft software.

CIS COBOL: Powerful implementation of the
COBOL language for microcomputers from
Micro Focus, in England. Also available are the
excellent Forms II and Animator packages to aid
program development.

HORIZOM: Eaxcellent business accounting
system from Horizon Software. Designed to be
operational in minutes by non computer
oriented personnel. The system is fully
integrated and is capable of producing an
extensive range of managerial reports.

RESCUE: Very powerful non programmable
DBMS capable of handling applications from
mailing lists and client records to stock control
and time sheets. Aimed at non computer
oriented personnel Rescue uses simple English
-the user defines how required information is to
be stored, displayed, sorted, analysed and
printed. Designed and developed by Micro-
computer Business Systems, in the UK
CBASIC Commercial BASIC language
compiler/ interpreter designed specifically to
develop business applications. Also available is
CB-80-CBASIC machine coda compiler and
CBASICB6-16 bit CBASIC, to run under
CFP/MB6. We also supply the full range of Digital
Research software,

SUPERCALC Probably the most popular CP/M
based electronic worksheet program. SuperCalc
makes it possible for decision makers to manipu-
late data quickly, setting up exactly what is
necessary for in-depth analysis and financial
madelling. With a minimum number of
commands to get the maximum power
and full screen help menus
called up only when

required, SuperCalc is
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Basic maths

| require a complete system
including disks and printer
which can do basic and
advanced statistical and
mathematic functions, graph
plotting, curve fitting. dyn-
amic model simulation and
so on. The price should be
around £2,000. My present
short list is the Sharp
MZEOB, Mimi 802 and Apple
Il. The Apple seems dated
but suitable and | wonder
whether the Z80 option and
CP/M by an advantage’?
Dr. Bernard Ince,

University of Aston.

If the Apple |l is used, then |
think the bending of it into a
CP/M system is an advan-
tage. Your graphics require-
ments would seem to indi-
cate that more money should
be spent on a good printer
than is usual. So be prepared
for a careful search for this
item at the right price and
with a proper source of main-
tenance.

In days gone by the use of
an S-100 system would have
been the obvious path, be-
cause if the package wanted
extra array processing power
then a special processor
could always be added this
way.

It is still worth taking
careful note of special sys-
tems using S-100 or the
IEEE 696 (as it now tends to
be labelled) as these can
start at roughly the same
figure as your British Micro
802. This will run to about
£1,500 if the screen is to
have the best graphics sup-
plied as an option. The Sharp
seems to suffer from a res-
tricted supply of software —
pity.

| would tend to steer you
towards the Newbrain, but
the CP/M option is not yet
on the market. However, If
you get in touch with a
gsource of Grundy expertise
it is well worth talking things
over. The attraction here is
the store expansion options
and the fact that it is aimed
to cover your kind of usage.

Finally, | should hold off
until the Commodore supply
cavalry have caught up with
its new offerings. This would
seem to cover CP/M (price
unknown) and via the "Inter-
pod’ device some connec-

tions to special units for ex-
pansion.

Transparent

| read the glossaries pub-
lished about computer terms,
but | am still puzzled about
the use of the term ‘trans-
parent’

Peter McWilliams, Stirling.

You ain't the only one. It
tends to be used when it is
not really needed at all
However, there was once a
real meaning. Remember
how you learnt to write with
a decent pen. The well made
pen and your familiarity with
it (with a bit of luck) should
have resulted in the "tool’
(the pen) being 'transparent’
to you.

In plain language, you did
not see it at all. In the behav-
ioural jargon — you were
able to "apply your intellect
directly to the task’ that is
putting thoughts down on
paper.

So, a feature, or piece of
software or hardware, that
is said to be transparent is
thought to be (with a bit of
practice) unlikely to obstruct
yvour mental vision of the job
you are doing that really
matters to you.

A good setof controlsina
car, to an experienced driver,
can be said to be transparent,
because your mind can deal
with the road conditions,
without being distracted by
peculiarities of the controls.

You can probably realise
now why ideas like ‘tele-
communications protocols’
(for enabling computers to
talk to each other) are claim-
ed to be transparent. It is
thought that they should
not complicate, or obscure,
any mainstream design of
processing which the user
has in mind.

the other term that some-
times crops up describes a
kind of awkwardness in using
things that is usually terms
as being ‘orthogonal’ to the
problem in hand.

Now you might think that
this is a funny way to refer to
something that complicates
an issue, or obscures the
intellectual tagk a little (or a
lot}) = and you would be
right.

Orthogonal, by the way,
properly means that some-

| thing is perpendicular to

Letters to: Hedley Voysey (above) EMAP
Computer Publications, Which Micro &
Software Review, Petersham House, 574
Hatton Garden, London ECIN 8JD

some other thing. In descnp-
tions of computing work it
has taken on a similar mean-
ing in that a feature may
help, but it approaches the
prablem from an unexpected
direction. Most programming
languages can be said to be
‘orthogonal’ to the problem
to be solved. This is because
they rarely tackle solving
the problem, but help in
processing a solution that
you have to devise in your
head independently of the
programming language.

An American was asked
about his use of the term
‘orthogonal’ and replied as
follows ‘if the recipe book
uses a language that is foreign
to you and a set of units that
you do not have measures
for, and describes the cook-
Ing sequence using head
adjustments to each burner,
when you have fixed heat
burners and have to move
the pans around — then that
book is probably orthogonal
to your cooking needs.

And it will still be more
use to you than most of our
aids to solving computing
problems.’

CP/M BBC

I am anxious to know about
the performance of the BBC
Micro when used as a CP/M
based disc system. Can you
help?

Mark Newmann,
mouth.

Ports-

The problem has been that
evaluations seemed silly
when many people could
not get hold of the basic
machines. But | do expect

that to end now. There is
more than one offering aimed
at the CP/M market.

Basically that means pro-
viding a low cost entry
machine for learning about
computing and for home use,
while providing access to
decent sized disk store and
Z80 based CP/M to enlarge
the product’'s applications.

The obvious source of
supply must be the Torch
Computers unit for the BBC
machine. However, both
pricing and products in the
CP/M usage field are fast
moving targets and so hard
to evaluate with any lasting
returns. Also see this month's
news pages.

Electronic mail

Would you give an estr-
mate of when electronic
mail will be a valid reason,
or strong supporting reason,
for investing in a personal
micro?

David Todd, Cardiff

Mo, but | can swing a club at
it. The use of electronic mail
is simply a matter as to
whether those you deal with
are also on it. That is why
the club is a good basis for
moving people In.

Micro owners form a club
in themselves, but so do
professional groups, enthu-
siasts for certain sports and
SO on.

The threshold for finding
that enough people are likely
to be linked to it, to make it
worthwhile to join the mob
will be different for each
‘club’, rather than a feature
of general citizenry. l
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- IFYOUWANT PROFESSIONAL

From now on, you won't have to look far for a totally professional home computer dealer.
Just look for the name that says it all. COMPUTERS FOR ALL

It's the newest and most exciting network of Micro dealers in the U K.

The ideal places to buy, browse, seek advice and after-sales

service . . . professional service!

Every COMPUTERS FOR ALL dealer is dedicated to giving you, the customer,

exactly what you have always wanted . . . a shop or store that knows about computers,
capable of helping you sort out what’s right for your needs; expertise

in giving sound advice, knowledgeable in technical matters.

I you've ever bought from the usual retailer who just stocks and sells,

you'll appreciate the difference!

A COMPUTERS FOR ALL dealer is a shop where people matter . . . why not

. call in at your local one today. You'll get a friendly welcome!

 DEALERTHERESANEW

—




SERVIGE FROMACOMPUTER

NAMETOLOOKFOR:

FRIENDLY SERVICE AND THE WORLD’S FINEST MICROS! |

You'll find a wide range of popular Micros at a COMPUTERS FOR ALL dealer.
Atari 400 and 800, Sinclair ZX Spectrum, DRAGON 32, SORD M5, MPFII
Commodore 64, Oric | (48K) and BBC Micro* to name a just few! _—
Plus of course, the sort of dealer who can (and =
will) explain which one is best for your needs!

HARDWARE, SOFTWARE T0O!

A COMPUTERS FOR ALL dealer also stocks a great deal of the very best hardware

and software, so that you can expand into new worlds of computing.
Everything from equipment like EPSON and SEIKOSHA printers to a fantastic new range

of ATARI software direct from the U.S.A.!

Of course, you'll also find lots of other items of interest at a COMPUTERS FOR ALL dealer.
Books, BBC Software, DRAGON 32 Software . . .

the list is endless!

Call now at your local shop or store.
Look for the name that saysitall . . .
COMPUTERS FOR ALL

Where to find your COMPUTERS FOR ALL DEALER

AKHTER INSTRUMENTS LTD COMPUTER SYSTEMS

Unit 19, Arlinghyde Estate
South Road, Harlow, Essex
0279-412639

ANIROG COMPUTERS

26 Balcombe Gardens
Horley, Surrey 02934 6083
APHROS SOFTWARE CO.
83 Canterbury Road
Westbrook, Margate, Kent
0843 23627
AUTOMATION SERVICES
(S. Wales)

3 Wermeys Road, Penysfai
Bridgend, S. Wales

0656 720959

BITS & BYTES

44 Fore Street, Ilfracombe
Devon 0271-62801
CARLTON COMPUTERS
4 Swanstons Road

Great Yarmouth, Norfolk
0493-58898
COMPUTASOLVE

8 Central Parade

St. Marks Hill, Surbiton
Surrey 01-390 5135
COMPUTER CORNER

The Wickford Video Co.

15 The Broadway, Wickford
Essex 03744-3710

(TORBAY)

Pump Street, Brixham, Devon
08045-6565/6
COMPUTERS FOR ALL

72 North Street

Romford, Essex
0708-752862 (two lines)
CRYSTAL COMPUTERS
209 Union Street, Torquay
Devon 0803-22699

DAN EVANS (BARRY) LTD.
81 Holton Road

Barry, South Glamorgan
0446-734242

D.V. MARTIN LTD.

13 Bridge Street, Belfast

N. Ireland 0232-226434
EMPRISE LTD.

58 East Street, Colchester
Essex 0206-870353
EMPRISE LTD.

3a Baddow Road, Chelmsford
Essex 0245-356834
EUROCALC

224 Tottenham Court Rd
London W1 01-631 4139
FAL-SOFT COMPUTERS

8 51. George's Arcade
Falmouth, Cornwall

0326 314663

HOME COMPUTER CENTRE KENNETH WARD

(ROSS RECORDS)

13 Kingston Road, Portsmouth
Hants 0703-819515
IMPULSE MICRO
SYSTEMS LTD

6 Central Chambers

Cooks Alley, Wood Street
Stratford-upon-Avon

0789 295819

JADE COMPUTERS
Coombend, Radstock

Bath, Avon 0761-32570
KELLY'S
COMPUTERMARKET

227 Dartmouth Road
Sydenham, London SE26 40Y
01-699 4399/6202

COMPUTERS

Verve House, London Road
Sunningdale, Berkshire
0990-22275

MEDWAY COMPUTERS
141 New Road, Chatham
Kent 0634-826080
MERCATOR COMPUTER
SYSTEMS

J Whiteladies Road, Clifton
Bristol 0272-731079
MOBILE MICROS

2 Castle Street, Thornbury
Bristol 0454-418383

*BBC Micro available
at selected dealers only.

STEVE'S COMPUTER CO. LTD.
Castle Arcade, Cardiff

South Glamorgan 0222-41905
THE COMPUTER CENTRE
(BMS) LTD.

37d & 37e Robertson Street
Hastings, East Sussex

0424 439190

TWILLSTAR COMPUTERS
17 Regina Road, Southall
Middlesex 01-574 5271
WEYTECH COMPUTER
SYSTEMS

20 St. Edmunds Street
Weymouth, Dorset
03057-79881

.
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“THE SHOP WHERE PEOPLE MATTER"’




Two newcomers to the micro arena are here
matched against one another and then

benchtested

when you buy a micro you are

usually also limiting yourself to
the software available for that particu-
lar brand of computer.

The exception to that is those
machines with the CP/M operating
system but that applies really only to
much more expensive business micros.

Except for the most argent program-
mers amongst us the vast majority of
micro owners will at some time want
to purchase software.

And the reason for this homily at
the beginning of a comparative review
of the Dragon and the Lynx is that any
computer comparison should include
an assessment of the software. To
whit how much, what type and what
quality of software is available.

In the case of Dragon and the Lynx
however that is night on impossible.
The Dragon now has a steadily increas-
ing range of what is essentially games
software that is of variable quality [see
Which Micro? — Soft Release February
and March issues) though compared
with some other packages it is re-
E‘Ieghingw cheap — typically less than

The Lynx on the other hand has
absolutely no software at all available
for it at the time of writing (early
March) and they have only just got
round to including an introductory
demonstration tape for purchasers of
the machine.

The point about software cannot

ns we continually try to stress

Micro? office has recently had several
distraught letters from those who
have purchased a Lynx, happily played
with it, learnt a bit of Basic and
generally been impressed.

But, after the initial euphoria has
worn off, they don’'t know what to do
with it and with no software there is
little more to do unless you want to
become an ace programmer. But the
Lynx, we are assured, will have soft-
ware very soon — initially educational
but then some games packages to
follow.

Lynx manufacturers, Camputers,
have now set up a separate software
company — Camsoft - to commission
material and write their own in-house.
First packages are promised for the

themselves? In terms of looks the
Lynx wins hands down with its grey
colour and smaller size making it a
neater package than the more old-
fashioned-looking Dragon. It is, as our
US cousins would say, a “tighter
machine”.

In terms of ease of use however the
Dragon is well in front. Part of this is
due to the fact that with fewer facilities
on the Dragon there is less to worry
about.

More complex keyboards mean
more complexities for the user. On the
other hand it is well worth having the
Lynx's lower case letters whereas on
the Dragon you are limited to upper

The Lynx has absolutely no software
available at present

end of March and Camsoft will also be
developing a disc operating system as
well as teletext and Prestel interfaces.

One final point about Lynx software.
As a Camputers representative frankly
admitted the powerful facilities avail-
able have been put in to some extent
at the expense of screen handling
capabilities and so what games pack-
ages there are, are unlikely to be of the
highly interactive arcade type so loved
by manufacturers such as Atari.

But that said, what of the machines

case characters (capital letters) only.
But ease of use is not just to do with
the number of facilities. While the
Dragon performs in a perfectly healthy
way when you are typing in instruc-
tions or programs by scrolling the
screen neatly upwards the Lynx does
not have a scrolling facility at all.
Instead when reaching the bottom
of the screen the next line is displayed
at the top. And when listing programs
it is irritating to say the least to have
the first half of the program at the

be over-emphasised. The Which
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bottom of the screen and the second
half at the top.

the Dragon keyboard conforms fairly
closely to a typewriter whereas the
Lynx is a little more eccentric. For
example the return key — surely one of
the most heavily used keys —is tucked
away in the bottom right hand corner
of the keyboard.

Because of a few extra keys the
Lynx offers the ability to shift easily
from lower case to upper case, and
because of the addition of a separate
delete key the backwards arrow can
:I_IE used for inserting characters in a
ine.

With the Dragon you must enter a

quired no alterations in the program.

The Lynx, however, like the Sinclair
machines, requires certain things such
as the provision of a LET statement
Le. LET A= K rather than A= K but if
you omit LET the machine will auto-
matically insert it for you.

What it won’'t do however is insert
certain other commands such as GOTO.
Thus the line IFA=1000 THEN 300 -
which is acceptable to many micros —
must be changed to IF A = 1000
THEN GOTO 300.

Fortunately however these require-
ments — as with Sinclair Basic — are
easy to incorporate once you are
familiar with them. And for those

With the Dragon you must enter a
special mode and type I~

irlir

special mode and type before
inserting a character, all of which is
quite time consuming. The Lynx also
has auto-repeat on all keys unlike the
Dragon.

When entering programs the Lynx
scores by printing up error messages
straight away — unlike the Dragon
which wil not inform you of mistakes
until you attempt to run the program.

The Dragon Basic is very similar to
Microsoft's standard Z80 Basic and
entering the benchmark routines. re-

interested in really getting into Basic
programming the Lynx version easily
wins offering such goodies as TRACE,
APPEND, RENUMBER and automatic
line numbering.

Since our full review of the Lynx
(see Which Micro? December) Cam-
puters have announced that string
arrays are now to be included. (Arrays

are single dimension but by using |

subscripts multi-dimensions array can
be created). So the Lynx has a power-
ful Basic but how much space is

Camputer’s Lynx

actually available in the computer to
put your programs into.

When a computer is referred to as
having a certain amount of memory it
usually refers to RAM. But not all that
RAM will be available to the user for
his/her programs?

And the amount which is left can
vary considerably between different
manufacturers. Hence the Commodore
64 (i.e. 64K RAM) allows only 38K for
Basic programming while the BBC B
(listed as only 32K) allows 27.5K for
the user.

With the Lynx and the Dragon the
contrast 15 even more revealing. The
Dragon 32 (i.e. 32K — see, it's easy)
has 24K available for Basic programs
but the Lynx — with 48K RAM = has
only 13.5K available.

So despite the fact that at first sight
the Lynx has more memory it is the
Dragon which will accept the larger
programs.

Where does this extra 34 5K of the
memory for the Lynx go? On screen
mapping Camputers told us. And to a
certain extent the more varied and
powerful facilities of the Lynx will take
up more Memory — So you pays your
money and you takes your choice.

But, and a big but, the screen hand-
ling on the Lynx is very slow — hence
the comment about highly interactive
games software being unlikely to be

WHICH MICRO? APRIL 1983
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32

available for the Lynx.

Both machines offer high resolution
facilities with the Lynx slightly ahead
in that it can easily mix text and
graphics at highest resolution — some-
thing which is very complicated to do
on the Dragon.

Neither of the manuals are excellent
but there is one major omission in the
one for the Lynx — here there is no
index. Considering much of the man-
ual is in the well-worn format of
looking at how to use each instruction
one by one it is less than useful to
have to guess from the contents
where things are.

But both the manuals are reasonably
comprehensive and adequate for the
novice. The Lynx manual also contains
some humour although possibly not
all is deliberate. For example, when
talking about a program listing “the
pause in lines 170 and 220 is intended
to give the impression that the com-
puter is making some weighty calcu-
lations”. |s this what home computing
Is about?

Making a final choice comes down,
at the moment at least, to whetheryou
want to get heavily involved in Basic
programming — in which case the
Lynx is the answer, though the BBC
machines should also be looked at
(E299-£399).

The Dragon is easier to use but has
less facilities although the ability to
scroll properly is a very desirable
feature. And although the Dragon
screen is better able to handle games
software than the Lynx, if games are
likely to be the prime use of your micro
then other machines should be con-
sidered — especially the Atari 400
{£1599).

The Lynx has strong potential and if
good software and the promised disc
drives, teletext and Prestel interfaces
actually arrive it could be a winner.

The Dragon must also be considered
in relation to its software and though
there are around 50 packages now
available it is surprising that there are
not more, considering it is compatible
with the Tandy Colour computer— for
which there is a wealth of software
available in the US. B

“Ve vill give ze ordears!”

... 32

From Dragon Data the 32

The Finsbury Benchmark

Here we race the 48K version of the Lynx against the 32K of the Dragon

For the purposes of bench testing
Which Micro? has tested both com-
puters with a series of eight Basic
routines. The object is to compare the
speed of different machines by running
identical programs through them.

As can be seen the Lynx comes out
well on top in all the tests. In fact in
four of the routines the Lynx takes less
than half the time to perform them.
And although speed of operation is by
no means the most important factor
when choosing a micro it is still worth
considering.

How far the speed advantages of
the Lynx may help in producing good

packages is of course still a mystery
due to the total lack of software for it.
But the speed of the limited range of
Dragon software currently available
tends to be satisfactory rather than
stunning.

And the gap between finishing one
play of a game and waiting for the
computer to adjust itself for the next
play can be annoying.

So the Lynx at £225 is faster than
the Dragon (£200) and surprisingly
also beats the Commodore 64 (£345).

- The BBC machines (£299 and £399)

are faster still. See Which Micro? &
Software Review for March.

120Benchmarks — The Dragon versus the Lynx

(in seconds) Dragon Lynx
Test 1 15.1 98
Test 2 10.7 4.4
Test 3 19.8 12.7
Test 4 21.8 9.1

Test 5 23.5 10.8
Test 6 34.2 17.6
Test 7 49.8 22.3
Test 8 128.6 86.9
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PRINT OUT

RMEBER 2488
MRTRIA PRINTER

LOW RUNMNING COST USING
FLAIN PAPER

USED WITH MANY COMPUTERS

INCLUDING BBC .UK181 .ATOM

DREAGON .NEWBRAIN .ATARI ,

TR5-88.,VIC-28 AND MZ-38K

R S R SN S N L I S

£ 7S

I e - - S S Sr—

+VAT & £2.95 PLP

Or for details send o
larae SAE to:

AMEER CONTROLS LIMITED

Lentral kow
Walworth Industrial Est.
Andover

"'faf.,n’_-!? would be so much easter with an Hampshire SP1@ SAL

Amber 2400 Matrix Printer. . .., ¥

HP’s NEW LOW COST COLOUR PLOTTER

FAST PLOTTING
HIGH RESOLUTION
HIGH QUALITY
MULTICOLOUR

A4

COMMODORE-COMPATIBLE
Special Manual and Disc at £35

APPLE-COMPATIBLE
NATION-WIDE SERVICE
UNDER £1060

RS 232 AND HP1B
INTERFACES

MAIN DISTRIBUTOR:— DEALER, O.E.M AND CONTRACT ENQUIRIES WELCOME

FHE MOLDENT SOCUP ke

e e e Sl Gt e e (P B S b P g

Margarei Smith Gez Mason Nigel Jones
Bray House, 48 Great King St, Hesketh House,
Leicester Place, Edinburgh, 47 Water Ln, Wilmslow,
Leeds, LS2 9EH EH3 6QY. Cheshire, SK9 5BB.
Tel:0532 459459. Tel:031-557 4060. Tel:0625 529486.
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34 other computer there is one stumb-

[h81V IBM PG

Some surprises for IBM as our rabid XZ81 enthusiast-David Babsky
puts his ‘puny’ machine against the might of the Personal

o This IBM is certainly supposed to

be a marvellous machine. Some

afficionados would even claim it

can emulate a full size mainframe in
many respects.

It's certainly got a very pretty screen

here on the monitor — very fancy easy

to read letters in cool green and a very

&l positive action clickety-click keyboard.

But . .. you're provided with a Disc
Operating System {DOS) to load into
the machine when you first use it

Then the first thing it comes up
with is a prompt to type in the day's
date. A simple task.

But not for the IBM Personal.

Even though it shows you how on
the screen!

It shows: Current date is Tue 1-01-
1980
Enter new date:

S0 you type in something like Fri 3-
12-1982
and it says Invalid date
Enter new date:

So you leave only one space be-
tween Fri and 3 and try again. Still it's
no good. Soyoutry FriO3 and Frid 12
1982, without the hyphens and then
Fri3121982 then you try Fri03121982
and so on.

| stood behind someone for a full
twenty minutes while he tried to log in
the date — after that, a spot of lateral
thinking inspired him to just press the
Enter button and ignore the date
altogetherl

Can you imagine it? Spend over a
couple of thousand on a computer,
then it won't even acknowledge the
date when you type itin as instructed.

The IBM is definitely a finicky
machine.

Now the Apple — and if you've tried
one you'll know — is a much more
forgiving computer.

If you type in spaces where there
shouldn’t be any in a program instruc-
tion, or you miss them out when you
should have put them in, the machine
doesn’t care. Type CATA LOG when
you want to look at a disc, and it'll read
over the gap. Type RUNPROGRAM
when you mean RUN PROGRAM and
it'll still do the job.

But if you use an Apple oran IBM, or
a BBC or a NewBrain or almost any

ling block you're sure to trip over.

You can write a program of a
hundred or more instructions in BASIC,
then you type out those last three
letters R U N; discs start to whirr,
memory clicks its abstruse thoughts
across silicon synapses, and then it
responds with ERROR IN LINE 200.

Do you know of anything so infuria-
ting as spending six hours or more
planning out a program, feeding it in,
checking it bit by bit—well, section by
section — then you put it all together
and run it, and it tells you there's a
mistake hidden deep somewhere in-
side?

But there's one computer which
doesn’'t tease like that.

It's a wonderfully brainy little micro
which won't let you waste your time
and make a fool of yourself. It doesn't
cost a couple of thousand; it doesn't
cost of a couple of hundred.

It's the fifty pound Sinclair ZX81.

For those who've never tried a
Sinclair, and just dismiss it as a "toy’,
let me tell you that it does two things
that the IBM won't do, and which the
Apple won't do either, and the highly
praised BBC won't, come to think of it.

When you type in a line of Basic,
the ZX81, and the ZX Spectrum, will
check there and then whether the line
makes sense. And if it doesn’t, it'll tell
you it's wrong — and, moreover, it
shows you where you've made the
mistake!

That makes it absolutely impossible

press the "P’ button to get PRINT, and
you just press ‘G’ to get GOTO on the
screen.

If you're using a FOR/NEXT loop
you only have to prod the 'F' and ‘N’
keys, and each of the words writes
itself for you — complete with easy-
read spaces to spread out the rest of
the line more legibly. :

The more | use a really sophisticated
computer — | mean a really expensive
computer — the more | yearn for my
unassuming little ZX81.

Let's list a program on an Apple or
on the IBM PC, for that matter.

Press LIST — | mean type in the four
letters L | S T— and off it goes; bzzzrrr,
whizz whizz zap! A flickering train of
data goes sizzling up the screen,
flying off the top and getting wrapped
around somewhere at the back of the
monitor.

Was that line 395 flashing by?
Gone.

LIST it again, and try and stop 395
as it whizzes on its way. Jab at
Control-C, or Control-Break. Blast!
Missed it again.

What a mess. You don’t have that
trouble with the Sinclair. Why on
earth do people put up with these
flash-by listings? On the Sinclair you
press the LIST button, and it lists till
the screen is full. Then it stops. And if
you want more, you type LIST and the
next line you want it to start from.
Then it lists till the screen’s full again.
Simple. Sufficient. Superb.

“Spend a couple of thousand on a computer and it won't even
acknowledge the date”

to write a program with syntac mis-
takes in it (although it is still possible
to completely miss out a line, like
RETURN).

The Sinclair machines — can you
call a computer with no mechanically
moving parts a machine? — will check
each instruction as you write it, to
check that the complete program will,
as faras possible, be bug free, and will
run first time.

And not only that, but you can write
a program on a Sinclair in half the time
that it takes on any other Basic
machine. Why? Because you simply

It's like catching a bus; you expect
It to wait at the bus stop while you get
on. You don't want to try and grab the
handrail while it's still whistling past
— but that's the way the Apple, the
IBM and others work.

They seem to have been designed
to let the computer get on with its
work — whisking bits of data all over
the screen — without a thought for
how the human is supposed to inter-
act with all the technology.

And what about the graphics?

Why do | have to refer to a notepad
to see which key gives which graphics
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symbols on this IBM and on the BBC
micro?

Why can’t the symbols be neatly
displays on the keyboard itself, as on
the ZX817

It's as if the telephone dial had
letters A,B,C.D etcetera instead of
numbers, and then | had to look up
which number corresponds with which
letter before making a phone call

The XZ8B1 checks each line of Basic

you? It's a way of getting a computer
to react to what you've typed in,
without your having to press the Enter
or Return button. So it's very handy to
use in a program which will be run by
novices who don't realise that every
keyboard response has to be com-
pleted with a Return keystroke.

Whereas the Sinclair takes a second or so, the IBM took almost
four seconds.

Doesn’'t make sense, does it?

And, most incredibly of all, you
should try the IBM's INKEY$ function,
and then compare it with the un-
assuming little £560 ZXB1's. It's a
fiasco even more appalling than trying
to type in the date the way the DOS
disc tells you to, then finding that the
machine won't accept itl

You know what INEKY$ does, don't

WHICH MICRO? APRIL 15383

And it ought to be good for games,
because it means that you can pro-
duce a quick reaction from the key-
board: responding with ‘1" or "A’ Is
obviously quicker than having to reply
to a prompt with ‘1" & Return or ‘A’ &
Enter.

| was writing my own Adventure
game on the grand IBM PC. And |
thought I'd go one better than the

Microsoft version. Instead of typing
'I' and Return to move left, or 'r and
Return to move right— as in Microsoft
— | thought I'd write a little routine in
which the machine tested to see if the
player had responded with 'I', 'r, "u’,
wly Tior D

That would cover left, right, up,
down, forward or backward. And the
IBM, don’tforget, has a 16-bit proces-
sor, so it should work darned fast!

Nope.

My simple little Sinclair must have
been three times faster to run the
same routine.

But most abhorrent of all, the IEM
displays no acknowledgement of
what you've typed in when you use
the INKEY$ function, (see page 36).

If you press a button and the

machine doesn’'t appear to recognise |

it, it's a fairly human reaction to hold
your finger on the button until some
response does appear.

While the IBM is testing to see if
the key pressed is one of the six
specified letters, nothing appears on
the screen. You hold your finger on
the key.

Then when it's tested the various
conditions and responds with the
appropriate reply, it also prints out a
string of characters, letter ‘I' for
example. For all the time you left your
finger on the °I' key it prints another
character onto the screen — extraor-
dinarily messy, and utterly stupid.

And the Sinclair?

You type in your ‘I’ to move left in
the Adventure game, and the compu-
ter immediately responds by putting a
single letter 'I' on the bottom left of
the screen. Then it tests to see if it
should make a particular move in reply
to your input of the 'I'. In the second or
so that it takes to analyse that input,
the processor remains incommunica-
do — rather like the IBM. But as it's
already reacted to your letter ‘I’ you
realise that it's now busy thinking of
what to do next.

And whereas the Sinclair takes a
second or so, the IBM took almost
four seconds before it then splattered
letter ‘' all across the screen!

Hmm, well all right=| know I'm not
the world's best programmer; maybe |
didn't write the program succinctly
enough. Maybe | gave the processor
too many options for it to make up its
mind quickly enough for my liking.

Perhaps I'm a dumb son-of-a-gun,
and even though | programmed the
IBM according to its BASIC manual it
could be that | introduced some un-
necessary error-checking, which
wasted time.

But my point is that | couldn’t have
made such a programming error on
the ZX81. Iltwon't accept bad lines— it
weeds them out as you write them.

That's the feature that |, as a new-
comer to computing, want to see
incorporated into every micro. | want

35




an error-proof computer.
It's not impossible, when you see
how error-proof the Sinclairs are.
My simple question is, if it can be
foolproof for £60, why pay two grand
just to make mistakes’/

INKEYS Function

Here's how the INKEY$ feature
works on the IBM, the Apple Il and the
ZX81.
IBM-—

10 AS=INKEYS
assigns whatever keyboard character
is pressed to be the content of the
$tring A%$. That $tring can then be
tested to see if it fulfils certain rules,
thus:

20 IF A$="L" THEN 50
By using the line

100 AS=INKEYS: IF AS="" THEN
100
a program will pause indefinitely until
a key is pressed (i.e. until the value of
A% is something other than an empty
$tring).
Apple-
A program can be similarly halted just
by using

10 GET A%
As soon as some keyboard button is
pressed the program will continue. A$
can be tested for various conditions,
as witha the IBM. It isn’t necessary to
use the magic word INKEYS.
ZXB1-

10 IF INKEY$="L" THEN GOTO 50
works just as on the IBM, but it isn't

necessary to convert INKEY$ into |

another $tring, such as A%; in other
words the operation requires only a
single instruction instead of two, as
on both the Apple and IBM.

100 IF INKEY$=" THEN GOTO

100 will halt a program till any key is
pressed.
By using INKEY$ or GET it's possible
to pick up a single character instruc-
tion from the keyboard on all these
machines without having to follow it
with CR, Enter, Newline or Return. l

The Finsbury
Ben{:hm_ark

In many ways the diminutive Sinclair
machine makes a surprisingly strong
showing against the mighty IBM. The
gap in favour of the 16 bit machine is
narrowest when running Benchmark
4, where the ZX81 is only 29 per cent
slower.

Maturally, any comparison must take
into account the fact that in FAST
mode, the ZXB81 does not have to
support a display, whereas the IEM
keeps it's user informed at all times.

Although this comparison may seem
pointless, it does go to show that the
running speed of a Basic interpreter is

less dependent of the CPU design

than one might think.

The IBM — just not personal enough

The Finsbury Benchmark — IBM PC versus the ZX81

These eight tests are designed to compare the speed of different
machines by running identical programs through them. They range
from simple counting to testing arrays and sub-routines.

(See Which Micro? — February for further details of the tests)

(in seconds)

Test 1
Test 2
Test 3
Test 4
Test 5
Test 6
Test 7
Test 8

IEM PC

12.5

5.6
111
12.4
13.2
17.0
371.7
31.8

Fast

43

7.1
16.4
16.1
18.9
50.8
71.9
232.9

Slow

278.1
42.3
101.3
97.5
115.3
308.7
421.0
1430.5
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LEAP INTO THE COMPUTERISED AGE

VISIT OUR BRANCHES AT ROCHFORD AND HORNCHURCH AND
SEE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF HOME COMPUTER SOFTWARE
AND HARDWARE IN SOUTH ESSEX

JOIN OUR SOFTWARE CLUB and save £s. Lifetime membership
£20. Your membership fee includes your choice of software to value
of £18. You will receive order by return with membership card and
your own personal club no. PLUS 10% reduction on ALL future
orders. We pay all postage and handling costs. For instant mem-
bership you may telephone your Access/Barclay/VISA card no.

Agents for Atari, Vic, Dragon, Rabbit, Romik, Bug Byte, Sharp,
Texas, Kuma, Nascom, Micro Power, etc.

NEW LOW PRICES

Learn Programming
Invitation to Programming 1 £15.95
Invitation to Programming 2 £22.95

Invitation to Programming 3 £22.95 Statistics £13.95 Datestones of Ryn £14.95 The Count £14.95
Basics of Animation £11.95 Mortgage & Loan Analysis  £13.95 Star Warrior £28.95 Strange Odyssey £14.95
Player Missile Graphics £18.95 Bob's Business £9.95 Invasion Orion £18.95 Mystery Fun House £14 .95
Display Lists £11.95 Star Trek 3.5 £14.95 Pyramid of Doom £14.95
Horiz/Vert Scrolling £11.95 Utilities Crush, Crumble & Chomp £22.45 Ghost Town £14.95
Page Flipping £11.95 Programming Ads Package1 £9.895 Temple of Apshai (Part 1) £28.95 Savage Island | £14.95
Sounds & Music £11.95 6502 Disassembler £9.95 Upper Reaches of Apshai (Part 2) Savdge Island 1l £14.95
Tricky Tutorials £59.95 3D Supergraphics £29.95 £14.95 Golden Voyage £14.95

Telelink £21.50 Curse of Ra (Part 3) £14.95 The Battle of Shiloh £29.95
Business Programs Adventure Land £14.95 Energy Czar £9.95
Atari Word Processor £99.95 Adventure Games Pirates Adventure £14.95 Kingdom £9.95
Mini Word Processor £11.95 Galactic Empire £14.95 Mission Impossible £14.95 Plus! Arcade Games, Home Game
Graph-It £13.95 Rescue at Rigel £22.45 Voodoo Castle £14.95 Programs. Music Programs, elc. etc
Hardware Game Programs VIC Siock Caontrol Cassatie [+8K) £19.95 Know Your Own Personality £9.99
VIC 20 Console £16R.98 Avenger Carridge £18.45  VIC File Desk [+ 16K) £234.95 The Robert Carrier Famity Menu Planner
C2MN Cassatte Lnil £44.85 Star Battle Carndge £19.495 WVIC Writer Disk [+ BEK]) £24.95 L]
WVIC Primter £230.00 Super Slot Cartridge £19.495  VIC Wrler Cassette [+ BE) £18.95 4 e | =L
VIC Disk Drive £3065.00 Jelly Monsters Carndge £19.95 ! ! "E.-'-"'!
3K RAM Cartridge £29.95 Alien Cartridge £19.95 Education (CSE & GCE O Level Revision) ' 5
BE RAM Carridge £44 .85 Super Lander Carrsdge £19.85 Al cassette based and requira af kasl 8K :
16K RAM Carirndge £7485 Hoad Raca Carndge E19.95 expansion memony .

Rat Race Canrnidge £19.85 English Language £9.09 - .

Blitz Cassatte 489 Malhematics 1 £59.594 !
Joysticks and Paddles hale Attack Cartrdge £24.085 Mathematics 2 £9.949
Single Joystick E7.50 Adveniureland Cartridge £24.95 Biology £0.90
Pair o Joysticks £13.85 Pirate Cove Carridge £24.05 Chemisiry £9.5949
Le Stick £24.05  Mission Impossible Cartridge £24.85 Physics £9.598
Pair of Paddles £13.85 ‘Voodoo Castle Cartridge 24895 Computer Sludsas £0.99

The Count Carridge £24.05 Geoqgraphy £9.99

Sargon 2 Chess Carridge 495  History £8.90
Programming Aid Cariridge Gor Carridge £24.95  Arthmetic for 8 to 11 year olds £9.99
Super Expander 3K RAM and Hires graphics  Omega Race Cartridge E24.895 Feading for 310 11 year olds £8.08

£34.95  Anotner VIC In The Wall Cassetie £7.00 General Knowladge for § 10 11 year alds

Programming Aid Additional commands, VIC Panic Cassatte E7.00 £0.08
function Key programeming etc, £34 95 Cosmiads Cassatie £7.00 Spelling for 9 ta 171 year olds ko980
Machine Code Monitor £3495 Backgammon Cassette (+3K] E7.00

WIC Men Cassete £7.00 Home Programs

VIC Asleraids Cassatie £7.00  All cassette based and require at least BK
Software (all 3K unless stated) BXDANSION Moy
Imtreduction to BASIC Casseties Business Programs Quizmaster £8.508
Part 1 £14.95 Simplicalc Disk {+ 16K) £24.95  Know Your Own [0 £0.90 .
Pari 2 £14.95 Simplicalc Cassette (+16K) £19.95 JuniorlQ E3.85

SPECTRUM COMPUTER GROUP MEMBER

(MAIL ORDER) 17 GOLDEN CROSS PARADE,
174 HIGH STREET, (MANSTON GARDENS).

CH ANNEL ON E gsu sﬁ gx[.:ﬂnlﬂgf 75613 Eﬁ'é'.fﬁ:.”n“u’f Efuunfn'ﬁmsﬁ
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SANYO

MBC-1000

Sanyo have recently dropped the price of this desk top now
making it an attractive small business purchase

MBC-1000 has been designed

primarily for office use. In this
context, the name “Creative Computer”
conjures up images of a machine to
aid in the development of wonderful
business opportunities or perhaps
wizardry with the accounts!

In reality it is unlikely, single-
handedly, to achieve either of these
results.

The computer supports a CP/M
operating system with integral 5%
inch disc drive. It has a Centronics
Printer interface and an RS232 port.
The CPU is a ZBOA and has 64K of
RAM.

These features are all fairly standard
requirements for an office machine for
use either as a single user desk top
computer within a large business, or
as the first machine purchased by a
small business.

The MBC-1000 has been in exis-
tence for about a year, but is only now
being extensively marketed in the UK,
It is the smallest member of Sanyo's
MBC family, and it's price has now
been reduced to £1195.

The machine consists of the main
body of the computer, housing the
screen and a single disc drive, in
addition to the CPU and memory.

To be connected to this is the
keyboard which is on a cable long
enough to allow some flexibility of
positioning in relation to the screen.

The main box is 410 X 320 X
370mm and as it weighs 14kg, it is
certainly not designed for portability.
However, in most office applications
this should not be a major concern.

The keyboard is410X 76 X 211mm
and weighs 3.5kg. The computer and
keyboard are housed in a metal case
and have been well screened to avoid
radio interference.

The screen is 30cm (127) and dis-

THE Sanyo Creative Computer

plays green characters on a black
non-glare background. The display
shows 80 characters by 25 lines. the
characters have a6 X 7 dot resolution
plus lower case descenders.

In addition to the basic characters
and punctuation, the rest of the 255
character set provides a good range of
scientific notation and symbols useful
in presenting information — for drawing
charts and histograms for example.

Thirty two of the characters can be
redefined using a programmable
character generator provided in the
basic utility package.

Coordinate screen addressing is pro-
vided, which facilitates the production
of charts and histograms.

The 58 key keyboard contains the
standard qwerty set together with a
range of punctuation keys.

In addition there are five cursor
control keys, 5 programmable function
keys, BREAK and RESET in a row at
the top of the keyboard. There isalsoa
numeric keypad.

One particularly nice feature of the
keyboard is the deeper indentation of
the F and J keys. This makes it much
easier to locate the home position on
a keyboard that is rather wider than
that which most typists might be used
to.

The SMAL key to the left of the
space bar controls whether the charac-
ters are entered in upper or lower
case. This is a necessity for word-
processing.

The location of the cursor control
keys at the top right of the keyboard
makes them rather difficult to access.

The RETURN key is also in a rather
unorthodox position, located in the
third row below an equally large LINE
FEED key, rather than in the more
usual second row. Each key press
results in a key click.

The keyboard is firm to the touch,

and a key click for confirmation that
the key has been pressed seems
unnecessary.

Holding down a key for more than
0.6 secs results in the character being
automatically repreated.

The fact that the keyboard is not
integral to the rest of the computer,
does mean that it can be arranged at a
height to suit the user.

The integral disc drive uses double
sided, double density, soft sectored
discs providing 320K of storage.

Additional floppy disc drives can be
added. These can be bought as a
further single drive or as a unit of two,
and are available in 5%4" or 8" sizes. A
single 5% disc drive costs £445 and
a double unit £699.

This adds considerably to the stor-
age capacity of the machine.

The computer is equipped with a
Centronics Printer port. This gives the
purchaser a wide choice of compatible
printers.

Both the connectors for disc drives
and the printer port are clearly marked
on the back of the computer which
makes connecting the system up a
straightforward exercise.

However, the sockets are both of
the same type, and if the appliances to
be connected were carelessly plugged
into the wrong sockets, then some
problems may arise.

The machine is provided with a
single RS5232 port which allows
communication with a variety of other




devices. A further board can be added
if more than one device is required.

To move on to the software provided.
The machine comes equipped with a
system disc containing CP/M 2.2 and
also SBASIC Il

CP/M 2.2 is becoming the industry
standard especially in the field of
office equipment.

SBASIC Il is similar to Microsoft
BASIC, and as such is supplied with
an adequate range of commands and
functions for most business and
mathematical applications.

The Sanyo MBC-1000 is designed
with ADM-31 screen addressing, and
so programs for any other CP/M
machine built to comprehend that
standard will require only minimal
changes.

The RS5232 port does allow the
computer to be connected to a main-
frame office system.

However, no provision is made in
the Sanyo MBC-1000 for any net-
working of this machine.

This is certainly not unusual In an
office machine of this type, but is
a feature which is likely to be more in
demand as time goes on.

The lack of a networking facility
means that it is not possible to pur-
chase several computers and then
connect them up to a single printer, or
external disc drive for example.

This has implications for the small-
businessman particularly.

A networking facility would allow

him to develop his computer system
from one machine and printer to
several computers plus printer.

This avoids making the switch
currently required from individual
computers plus add-on machines, to
the purchase of a new complete system.

Few machines currently offer net-
working facilities, but those that do
are likely to be particularly successful
in the small business field.

One of the most significant factors
involved in buying a business machine
is the backup provided by the dealer
supplying the machine. This must
supplying the machine.

This must be of special concern to
any small businessman about to
acquire his first computer.

On technical grounds the Sanyo
MBC-1000 must be amongst those he
should consider.

In Britain, Logitek has recently
become the sole distributor for Sanyo
machines.

Logitek intends to achieve sales
through the use of an existing network
of 1000 dealers and to expand these
to 500 in time.

This should enable potential cus-
tomers to have hands on experience
of the machine before buying it.

The size of the machine, the integral
single disc drive and the software
availability suit the MBC-1000 to two
potential markets.

One is as the desk top personal
computer for the accountant, secretary
etc within a larger company, and the
other as a relatively inexpensive com-
puter for the small businessman.

In a larger company, it is likely that
the knowledge and experience of
computers and systems will be avail-
able in house, in which case the
dealer's support is less significant.

For the small businessman buying
his first computer, advice from a dealer
must be particularly relevant, both in
terms of the hardware's capabilities,
and the software available for the
machine.

In this situation, the successful
sales of this or any other computer, is
likely to depend on the development
of a good dealer network.

With this in mind, Logitek have
indicated that they intend to be rigor-
ous in ensuring that their dealers offer

COMMENT

The MBC-1000 is a robust office machine
designed for the single user. As it is CP/M
operated, it is able to utilise an extensive
range of software. SBASIC provided offers
a range of commands suited to business
applications, and givas a high level of
calculating accuracy. In addition to
running independently, the machine can be
connected to a mainframa computer.

A good dealer network and the machines
price should make the MBC-1000
compatitive in the office machines market.

a high standard of support.

One area of assistance that is likely
to be available is in terms of confi-
guring software for the machine in
addition to that which will be of their
standard range.

The documentation provided with
the computer is thorough, including
diagrams indicating how the addi-
tional RS232 board should be con-
nected, circuit diagrams as well as
concise descriptions of the function-
ing of the commands and features
available.

It has not been written with the
computer novice in mind however,
and for somebody who is new to the
constraints of computers this could
be daunting.

This is an area in which the pur-
chaser should expect some assistance
from his dealer.

The manual comes in a binder
which cannot be laid flat, and which
needs a hand or weight to keep the
pages open.

This seems an unnecessary incon-
venience suggesting a lack of care in
designing documentation which is not
shown in the machine.

In conclusion, the Sanyo MBC-1000
is a well designed and solidly con-
structed basic office machine.

It is particularly suited to the needs
of the single user, especially as the
computer plus disc-drive is put together
in one unit,

The main frustrations of the machine
are in terms of the keyboard layout
which is not of a standard design, and
which could make changing to or from
this machine a little difficult.

In reality a decision to buy this
machine is not likely to depend solely
on the nature of the hardware.

Of more significance to the user is
its aggressive price, the support given
by his local dealer, and the availability
and appropriateness of the software
for his purpose.

Logitek seems to be working hard
to satisfy the user's needs in each of
these areas.

SPECIFICATIONS

Sanyo MBC-1000

Main distributor, Logitek EIC
Electronics Ltd. Logitek House, Bradley
Lane. Standish. Greatar Manchester.
Based on the ZBOA, with 64K of RAM.
Integral 5% inch disc driva and 12 inch
non-glare screen ;
Centronics port and RS232 interface
supplied.

68 key keyboard plus 5 programmable
function keys.

CP/M operating system, with SBASIC
supplied.

Forth, Pascal/M, Cobol-B0, and Fortran-80
available.

Price £1195, plus £499 for additional
single disc-drive and £699 for a double
unit.
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EAGLE
1600

The Eagle is probably the first economically
sensible competitor to the IBM PC

'f 1982 was the year of the 16 bit
microcomputer then 1983 is empha-
tically the year of the IBM PC.

The Eagle 1600 is superficially just
another of the |1BM lookalikes which
have sprung up in the wake of the PC's
astonishing sales results, but closer
examination reveals a number of feat-
ures which give the newcomer a
technical edge.

The most important of these is a
new CPU — the original's 4 MHz Intel
8088 is replaced by an Intel 8086
running at a heady 8 MHz, Since the
new chip is a true 16 bit processor,
the Eagle has the potential of much
faster operation when running appli-
cations.

Of the three models in the range,
we examined the cheapest which
meant 128K RAM and a pair of 1 Mb
floppy disc drives.

HARDWARE

The Eagle follows the current trend for
separate keyboards, the CPU and disc
drives sitting under the separate mon-
itor.

The keyboard itself is connected to
the computer by a coiled lead which
allows the user to shift it into any
position he finds comfortable. There
are 105 keys in all, of which 24 have
special functions depending on the
software being used. In fact, the entire
top row is marked with a variety of
functions, many of which offer single
key operation of the Eaglewriter word
processing package.

The right hand side of the keyboard
features a numeric keypad, and on the
far right is the most helpful function
key of all. Marked HELP, this key
works with both the software packages
supplied as standard with the Eagle. It

acts almost as a built-in manual for
the program.

The keyboard is generally easy and
pleasant to use, though it was irritating
to find that the IBM's adjustable angle
feature was not used, and we also
found the return key rather too small
for comfort.

The monitor is a 12 inch type
presenting 80 x 25 text in a cleargreen
display. The graphics resolution is an
impressive 720 x 352 pixels, but a
colourdisplay is available only at extra
cost.

The 5% inch disc drives are double
sided, double density units which
provide a formatted capacity of 804K
each; sufficient for up to 500 pages of
Eaglewriter text. A Winchester option
is available for a few dollars more.

The change of processor promises
greatly increased operating speed,
but whether or not this turns out to be
important to the user is another
question.

Using the popular database Cardbox,
We ran a comparative test on both
Eagle and PC. Each system had to
retrieve a matched sequence of char-
acters from seven fields of 198 records.
The IBM took 30 seconds which was
much as we had expected, but the

The Eagle has a separate
keyboard, CPU, drives and monitor

Eagle completed the

WHICH MICRO APRIL 1983



F ¥

o

i/ . :..
$ 3

7

:immnmiﬁ’if i

W §eanl ,,,; '

T L UL L i

e D D e

task in a mere 15.

Unfortunately, having a hot-rod
processor does not reduce the time
the disc drives or printer take, so in
terms of the time needed for any given
job the Eagle will show less of an
improvement than the bare figures
suggest.

SOFTWARE

The Eagle comes with both MS-DOS
and CPM-86 included in the basic
price, and two applications packages
are also supplied.

Eaglecalc is a development of the
Ultracalc electronic spreadsheet, and
is fairly standard in use, with 64

e

columns and 255 rows. On the cynical
assumption that most users probably
won't read the manual properly, we
tried the same approach.

The Help button provided the ess-
ential information, and we were unable
to provoke a vicious reaction by pres-
sing keys when we shouldn't.

The Eaglewriter word processing
package is a development of Spe//-
bind, and proved similarly easy to use.
By providing these two packages, the
manufacturers make it possible for the
typical small business user to start
recouping his investment right away.

Since one of the Eagle’s main claims
to fame is its compatibility with soft-
ware produced for the IBM, we tested
this feature by using our IBM format
copy of Cardbox for the speed trial.

COMMENT

Priced at £3150, the Eagle 1600 appears
more expensive than equivalent 16 bit
micros. But when you subtract the price of
the two software packages and second
operating system — a total of around £500
— then the Eagle would cost £2650, which
makes it extremely competitive bearing in
mind the full specification.

SPECIFICATIONS

Processor Intel 8086 operating
at B8 MHz

Minimum config 128K RAM
2 x1 MB floppy disc
drives

Grean 12in monitor

Price £3180

Max config. 512K RAM

Interface: 2 R5-232 =zerial
ports and 1 parallel
parts.

Price On application —

many independent
RAM cards available

Operating systems MS-DOS & CPM-86

supphied
Colour monitor Extra
Hi res graphics Yes
Multiple users Yes
Printass Yes

Applications Eaglewriter and

Eaglecalc supplied.

Programs for most applications available,
Distributor: Mediatech Ltd., Woodside
Place, Alparton, Wembley, Middlesex,
HAD 1 XA, 01-803-4372.

Manufacturer: Eagle Computer Inc., 983
University Avenue, Los Gatos, California
95030.

We encountered no problems.

EXPANSION

The Eagle can take up to 512K intemnal
RAM in the form of cards inserted into
some of the eight slots on the right
hand side of the machine. One slot is
dedicated to the monitor interface,
leaving seven for RAM addition and
printer or network interfaces.

Conclusion

The Eagle 1600 is something of a
sleeper, hiding its technical superionty
under the IBM clothing. It is in many
ways a Super IBM lookalike, and its
edge on speed and price should make
it a front runner in this highly compe-
titive market. B

- 1 -
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Three out of every four
computers going into
schools are BBC Micros.

Is there a lesson to be
learned by every user?
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As part of the current government subsidised
scheme aimed at introducing micros to schools,
the Department of Industry undertook a survey of
machines available and made recommendations to
education authorities all over the cou ntry.

The BBC Micro met their priorities exactly:
it 1s economical yet fast and powerful, and it can
justily the investment involved, through its capa-

ility to grow with the needs of the user and with
the rapid changes in tech nology.

"leachers and education authorities agreed,
and today it represents over th ree-quarters of all
micros being ordered for schools across the
country under the DOI scheme.

The BBC’ choice too.

In choosing a machine to put their name
to for their massive Computer Literac y Project,
the BBC had the same set of priorities as the DOI.
The BBC Micro is now an integral part of that
project, which includes books, software, courses
and a number of major television series, one of
which,“Making the Most of the Micro” is now
being broadcast.

All this for only £399.

The BBC Micro is light and compact. [t
generates high resolution colour graphics, and is
capable of synthesising music and speech using
1ts own internal speaker. The keyboard uses a
conventional layout and typewriter feel.

The most sophisticated version (called
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Model B) is available for only £399. (There is also 4
a basic model available, the Model A, at £299) f
Designed to grow. h

Last year the magazine “Which Micro?” said al

that the most attractive and exci ting feature of the a;
BBC Microcomputer was its ‘enormous potential F

for expansion.

This i1s indeed one of the
leatures that sets it aside from
the competition.

For example, as well as
interface sockets to allow you
to connect to a cassette TIrrrrr
recorder, and to your own '
television, you can also use
video monitors, disc drives.
printers (dot matrix and
daisy wheel) and paddles
for games or laboratory
L=,

RN R SRR (T p———

You can also plug
in ROM cartridges con-
tainin games with
specialist application
programs.

The Tube. A unique feature.

The Tube, which is unique to the BBC Micro,

provides for the addition of a second processor via
a high speed data channel. The possibilities are
enormous. For example, the addition of a second




5
|
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3MHz 6502 processor with 64K of RAM doubles
processing speed. While a Z80 with 64K of RAM
opens the door to a fully CP/M* compatible
operating system, with all the benefits for business
applications.

Linking up with other computers.

The BBC Micro also offers a facility of
immense potential value to srhﬂnls., colleges and
businesses. It% called Econet—a system which uses
telephone cable to link with other BBC Micros.

A number of machines can then share the use of
expensive disc drive and printer facilities.

Make full use of Prestel & Teletext.

With special adaptors you will not only be
able to turn your TV set into a Prestel terminal and
leletext receiver, but you can also take data and
programs direct from ‘these services. (The programs,
which are known as telesoftware, are already bei
broadcast by BBC5 Ceefax service.) This is another
first for the BBC Micro.

BASIC plus.

A sophisticated version of BASIC has been
chosen for the BBC Micro, which incorporates
features normally found only in more advanced
high level languageh However, there is also a facility
allowing access through a simple command to

another language —for example, PASCAL,
FORTH and LISP.

" I i'ut|1':r|arL. I:l{ I.Ilﬁ I | iII H-I'HI I |_'|‘|_

A full range of software.

Applications software for the BBC Micro
already cover a very wide field. Packages covering
games, education and business applications are
available on cassette. All developed to the same high
standards set by the hardware.

The best possible back-up.
Your BBC Micro comeswith the hackm of the
BBC and an extensive dealer and service nf*twurk
Each appruved dealer is able to offer advice
and carry out expansion work and repairs.
BBC Microcomputer — Model A and Model B.
2MHz 6502A Processor.
32K ROM: 16 K RAM Model A, 32K RAM Model B.

Full QWERTY keyboard with 10 user-definable
function keys.

Mixed high resolution graphics and upper and lower

case texi.

300 baud and 1200 baud interface for standard cassette
recorders.

Three-voice music synthesis with full envelope control

feeding internal loud speaker.
Interface sockets (Model B only) — RS423, for analog

inpulﬁ centronics and user port.
6502, 780, 16032 second Processors.

Single and Dual Dise Drives with 100 and 800 K-bytes
storage,

Teletext unit

Speech synthesis.

I"u:twurkjug [acility - via Acorn Econet.”

How to buy your BBC Micro.

If you are a U‘Pd]t card holder and would like
tobuya BBC Micro B.orif youwould like the address
of your nearest stockast, just phone 01-200 0200,

Alternatively, you can buy a Model B directly
by sending off the order form below to: BBC Micro-
computers, ¢/o Vector Marketing, Denington Estate,
Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 2RL..

All orders are despatched by fully insured
courier and come complete with easy to follow 500
page User Guide and Welcome cassette.

'E' 01-200 0200 eredit card holders.

To BBC Microcomputers, ¢/o Vector Marketing,
Denington Estate, Wellingborough, Northants NN8 2RL.
Please send me BBC Model B Micro-
computers at £399 each, inc. VAT and delivery. I enclose
PO/cheque payable to Acorn Computers Limited
Readers A/C or charge my credit card.

Card Number

Amex/ Diners/ Visa/Access (Delete)

Name

Address._

Postcode

W II"|_1:=}
Registered No. 140 3810 VAT No. 215 400220

Signature

The BBC Microcomputer System.

Designed, produced and distributed by Acorn Computers Limited.
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Unlike its competitors IBM's PC remains unchanged since its US launch.

We look at a strong contender

any industry watchers were
pretty surprised when the IBM
Personal Computer was laun-
ched back in January this year. Not
because IBM had finally presented its
16-bit baby for its first UK photocall,
but because it was virtually unchanged
since birth.

Unlike its competitors, IBM’s micro
hadn’'t grown or developed in those
long 18 months since its US launch.

Elsewhere had seen enormous
technological advances and the launch
of a plethora of 'IBM—lookalikes' from
dozens of computer manufacturers
large and small. Even the month that
saw the launch of the IBM PC also saw
a wide range of alternative 16-bit
micros — some faster and some cheaper
than the IEM PC.

One of these alternatives was the
Future Computers FX20 which was
unveiled for the first time at the Which
Computer? Show, and is available
from March. This machine i1s faster,
cheaper more flexible and more attrac-
tive than the PC.

Of course, you won't get the rock —
solid dependability of buying a system
from a megacompany such as IBM,
but Future is in the process of nego-
tiating with established suppliers and
OEMS to set up a distributorship and
OEM base in the UK.

M

Already Encotel, a well-known
nationwide supplier of the Superbrain
and Televideo microcomputers, is
signed up to distribute the FX20 in the
UK. The FX 20 itself forms the "heart”
of a range of systems from Future
designed to give maximum flexibility
of use — from a standalone micro to a
complex multi-user network, with
simple upgrades to whatever level
you want,

And at the price the FX20, which
knocks nearly £1000 worth of spots
off the IBM PC, warrants a close look.

The processor is an Intel 8088 and
the system is supplied with the CP/M
86 plus operating system as standard
and MSDOS, which runs on the |IBEM
PC under the name PCDOS, as an
option.

The FX 20's standard memory is
128 KB, which is double the standard
for the PC.

Future claims the system to be
twice as fast as the PC, — and three
times as fast as the Sirius — a claim we
were inclined to go along with after a
demonstration of the Supercalc fin-

In effect this means that all IBM PC software
will run on the FX20

This system which claims total com-
patibility with the PC — claims in fact
to be an IBM ‘thinkalike'.

In effect, this means that all software
now available on the IBM PC — and
there is probably more written for this
system than for any other 16-bit micro
on the market — will run on the FX20 if
it is running the MSDOS operating
system option.

We saw this demonstrated by taking
a standard IBM formatted disc, and
placing it in the FX20's disc drive. It
read and displayed the appropriate
titles as if it were a PC.

ancial planning package.

Hardware
The first thing which strikes you about
the pale grey and white FX 20 is its
streamlined, low profile good looks —
a sharp contrast to the IBM PC which
is altogether more bulky.

Conventionally, the screen stands
on top of the processor box and the
keyboard sits in front. However, all
three units are completely separate
and can be put wherever you like on a
desk.

The processor box, which is pleas-
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control keypads and 20 function keys
with an interchangeable vinyl identi-
-fication strip.

The whole keyboard has an attrac-
tive low profile, and the keys have a
good ‘click’ touch.

Software
With both CP/M 86 and MSDOS avail-
able, FX20 users will have a relatively
wide range of software to select from.
We say relatively because there is still a
lack of 16-bit software compared to the
mountains of packages on the 8-bit
computer market. e
Nevertheless, the use of the 8088 |

processor means that you can get a | i
good selection of packages — you have e
access to those written for both the IBM e

PC and the popular Sirius from ACT.

Future Computers has selected what
it considers to be the best packages
from a number of software suppliers |
including MicroPro, Micro Focus and
Microsoft, and packaged them with its
own label.

Applications covered include general
ledgers, word processing, database
management, IBM and ICL emulation
protocols and a complete business suite.

These packages will be available from
Future’'s distributors, along with the
hardware. Of course, users will still be
able to select any other IBM-compatible
packages they wish.

Manuals were still at the production
stage when we looked at the machine,
s0 were not available for examination.
However the company say that there
will be four different types of manual
available,

The first will be a beginner’s guide to
using the machine — the sort of aid that
saves you having to wade through a
complete system manual just to find out
how to turn the damned thing off.
antly slim thanks to the half-height | The FX20 is £1000 less than IBM's PC. The second will be a technical manual

floppy disc drives, can be slung from with a complete description of the
the side of the desk if the user needs | ports a well as a diagnostic and | machine. The next is a maintenance
" more room to manoeuvre, keyboard port. It contains expansion | manual and the last will be a software

All the parts of the FX range are | slots for 128 Kbytes RAM, graphics | manual for each software package you
built in the EEC, apart from the Japan- | and Winchester add-on boards, as | buy from the dealer.
ese disc drives from Hitachi. A hard | well as the facility for adding any two Some training will be included in the

The keyboard has 109 keys arranged into SPECE‘IGATIONS

SEP arate fﬂg!ﬂﬂf groups Processor: Intel 8088.
Min Configuration: 128 KBytes

disc version is available, called the | IBM application boards. memory, 12" screen, 2 x 800 K
FX30, which offers from five to 50 The most interesting point about bytes, ¥ height floppy discs, LAN
Mbytes of storage. the floppy disc drives is that they are and Spellbinder.

The 12 inch VDU stands on a | half-height drives — that is although Price: £1,876. ‘ :
pedestal, can tilt and swivel, has an they take standard 5% inch floppy discs Medium [:unf_iguratmn: With 5MB
anti-glare screen and comes in two | —the mechanism makes the drive half :ﬁ“ﬂhgﬁ;ﬂﬂhdﬂ'ﬁﬂ (FX 30/5).
types of green phosphor or one orange | as high when laid harizontally. e : i
on brown display. This means that although they will Eﬂxggﬁﬂ' h’:“;“ﬂ‘;‘:“ﬂ':’“m‘::;g;;:“: up |

The display is 25 lines x 80 charac- | take the one sided IBM PC floppy disc g

|

: ¢ : : available later in the year.
ters with a clear 16 x 10 character | as standard and will read information Operating system: EFT,FM 86 Plus

matrix and the display brightness is | just like an IBM PC, they will not take (standard), Concurrent CP/M (Opt),
software controlled. |IBM’s double sided discs — yet. MSDOS (Opt).

The processor box houses the twin The keyboard has 109 keys arranged Multiple Users: Yes. b
floppy discs, a local area network | into separate logical groups — a Qwerty Printers: No. |
facility as standard, with two RS232C | keyboard, separate numeric and cursor | | Colour monitor: No. 45 |
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price of the system, but the exact amount
depends on what software you buy.
We couldn’t get a price for the main-
tenance agreement, but Jackson the
managing director, did tell us that En-
cotel .has a nationwide maintenance
agreement with software sciences. There

15 @ warranty on non-moving parts.

Leasing, as an alternative to outright
purchase, will be available through third
party leasing organisations, although
this would probably only be worthwhile
if you wanted a large, multi-user system
configuration. @

Standard memory is 128KB.

COMMENT

Most large and many small
computer manufacturers are
jumping on the 16-bit micro
computer band wagon at the
moment, and Future Computers is
but one of 50 fighting for a share of
the market.

But the product looks good nd
future has gone for well proven
hardware with access to a wide
range of software.

The company is new, but it has
some solid capital behind it —
around £1.3 million. Most of that
came from general government-
backed schemes and organisations,
the remainder from private
investors. :

Future Computers does not
intend selling direct to the public
itself — it has spent several months
setting up a dealer network prior to
promoting the product nationwide.

it will be interesting to see how
the FX range fares over the next
year against the ever-increasing
flood of new low-cost Japanese
products, not to mention the IBM,
Sirius and DEC Rainbow, against
which it will specifically be
marketed in this country.
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How has Comart’s controlled, down to earth
development strategy kept Communicator a firm
favourite in the UK, and the leading candidate to
reverse the tide of microcomputer imports?

New Range Additions The Communicator
range has broadened to add a new 20 Megabyte 5"
Winchester Hard Disk Drive System to the already
well established 5 Megabyte and floppy diskette
models. Another new system offers 8" floppy disk
drives for compatibility of data transfer. With the
associated tape and additional Winchester back up
systemns that adds up to eight basic models — all in the
same neat, stackable, casing — all based on S100 bus
construction to keep future options in memory, users,
peripherals and interface requirements wide open.

Mew System Additions Communicator
operating systems continue to broaden both in
options and facilities. An improved CP/M offers
enhanced diagnostics, for example, and auto boot
from Hard Disk. These basic improvements are
reflected in the now tried and tested Communicator
multi-usear MP/MII™, which also provides for full
CP/M™ compatibility.

MNew Communications Options

Communicator now offers CP/Net™ and RBTE
communications protocols. Individual Communicator

Systems can now operale as intelligent information
terminals, integrated with either existing mainframe or
mini computer installations, or be part of a shared
resource or communications network,

New Range of Terminals Find out more about
Comart's new smart VDU. It's a new advanced
ergonomically designed unit. It has a 105 keyset
detached keyboard, soft green phosphor tilt screen,
and a low profile foot. Its a perfect complement to the
Communicator in both styling and performance.

some things don't change Communicator still
has Comart's established dealer network and
nationwide after sales service back up, supporting
thousands of Communicators already at work
throughout the LK,

And in the Future? Behind all these
innovations are advanced programmes of research
and development. Soon Comart will be bringing you

16 bit, multi processor and distributed processing
systems. This is your guarantee that Communicator
will continue to keep pace as microcomputer

technology progresses.

To find out more about Communicator
today, call us now on 0480 215005.

Main Dealers

Birmingham The Bylashop 9496 Hurs! Street Tal 321-822 7148
Dublin Lendac Data Systems B Dawson Streat Tal 0001 372052
Glasgow The Byteshop Magret House 51 Waleroo Street

Tal 041-221 7405 Leads Holdene Bray House Leicester Place

Tel 0532 459455 London The Byteshop 324 Eusion Foad MW

Tal 01-387 0505 Digitus Lading House 10¢14 Bediord Street Covent
Garden W2 Tel (1-379 6968 Jarcgabe 197213 Lyham Road Brixion
SW2 Tel 01-671 E321 Manchester Tha Byteshop 11 Gateway House
Piccadilly Sation Approach Tel 061-236 4737 Mottingham

The Byteshop 92a Upper Parliament Street Tel 0602 40576
Southampton Xitan Systems 23 Cumbedand Place Tel 0703 38740

comart

SPECIALISTS IN MICROCOMPUTERS

Comart Limited, Little End Road,
Eaton Socon, St Neots, Cambs PE19 3JG
Tel: 0480 215005 Telex: 32514 Comart G

Dealers
Abardesn MO Oftshom Ted 0224 22563 Becond FRemaio Brackey Tel 83 50580
S Tl 023 AT Holdere

Cambrdgn
Microsysioms Tel 0239 G57 8050 Olenfathes Compuier Services |5
FraTia ‘enstam Compniers Ted (253 S04E7E Manchasier NSC Compuism
Tal 061 &332 1 horwach Srgia Camira Ted D803 2E52 Worthing Acs
Cormpirtng Senvces Tel 0903 35411 Arech Tl (842 222621 Barking
Mokdmma Tel 01-531 B511 Batiesd Cardis: Senioss Co Tl 0232 G25550 Wlimskos
Hokdere Tl 0625 52588 Calebadber Eusole: Consultants Tel 0206 72535
Hunéirgdon “WTHME|E1FLMMEM%EEL“MFE
Midd lecian x Barkn Ltata Recording Tel 0784 81141 Hallamr
Cormpapler Sysiems Tel 0742 653125 Wallord Lus Comgrater Services Teld (5123 28513
Ayleabury J B Wakeford SAssos Tel 0208 2747

CFM, P sed G ane ll tradessarks of Digial Besoanch Ine:



Atlast

~ Arange of software
thats as well designed
as the Dragon 32

o & ii}tfhrgsgﬁltﬂz aDg;grgistwgsmputer SOFTWARE TO MATCH
| . Designingarange of software that
som;té]mgn? u; S}fén ad;? ntuigar%? ' | doesjustice tothe Dragon was a task
| almost El D:E‘:ible rtlc% e'icl?:fa a g e R e ek
; e SR ol F dgino | designing the computer itself
computer magazine without reading The results are now available -

1 ‘ |
some new tribute to the Dragon 32. games, educationalprograms, hints on

THE FIRST programming -
FAMILY COMPUTER cc:-nc:enﬁﬁ by
We called it the first family ANEER
computer. And we believe that much | D€St Sﬂfjtwaﬁe DRAGON 32
ofits success derives fromthefact that hﬂulsfﬁ mht le A ¥
it has been superbly designed for the | WOr'd, 0 help // |

O A g v
Design that incorporates 32K e
RAM of memory at a?eal value-for- | theirmachines.

money price level.
Design that utilises the advanced
6809E microprocessor:.
Plus a range of features that help
|  make the world of computers access-
| ible to first-time users. Like colour
|  drawings. 5 octaves of music.
And plenty of power and
versatility to keep up the
il Interest as your experience
Increases.

y // 4

" *TVnotincluded in price.




Graphic Animator.
A cassette that makes
use of the Dragon's
ability to draw on the
screen. It shows you
how to create simple
cartoons - then bring
them to life.

Personal Finance. |

This cassette allows
you to keep track of all
the family’s finances,

from bills to bank
statements.

Ghost Attack. On
cartridge. Youre in a
maze, and you must
find your way out. But
youre not alone -
youre pursued by
ghosts!

Chess. A great

partner toplay against |

againandagain - with
one major drawback.
It's very hard to beat.
Test yourself against
nine different levels.
On cartridge.

Typing Tutor. Only
a keyboard as sophisti-

cated as the Dragons |

could allow you a pro- | theres enough challenge and

. satisfaction foranyone. But then, that’s

gram like this. You use

the Dragons own key-
board to learn to type.
On cassette.

- Cave Hunter.
Finding the hidden
goldis hard. But
surviving the attacks
of malevolent crea-
tures may well prove to
be impossible. Cave
Hunter is on cartridge,

Dragon Selection.
A cassette of utility
programs, allowing
you tocreate your own
database. Write your
own tunes - or learn
other language
vocabularies.

Starship Chame-
leon. A cartridge game.
You find yourself
under attack by the
dreaded Gabolators!
Their task is to take
your planet - yours is
to protect it.

Computavoice.
This cassette actually
enables your Dragon
to speak to you.

These are just
some of our titles,and
every month, we'll be
adding more and more.,

What you get out of a computer
depends on what you put in. And with
a Dragon 32 and Dragon software,

what it's designed for.

DRAGON 32

The first tamilycomputer:
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Attached in the centre of the March 17th issue of Smash Hits

s a giant double-sided wall poster featuring Wham! and Culture Club.
It's printed in full colour, measures 34" X 22" and comes absolutely free!
And that's in addition to all our regular colour posters,

features, hit songwords and prize competitions.

All in Smash Hits—Britain’s Brightest Pop Magazine.

Smiash
HITS

MARCH 17th
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Sof tware for the BBC Micro

A ROM based spread
sheet program.

| R, | Debugging Program

RN R € ; pys 2 machine code debugging programs — one
\ in ROM, one on tape. Essential for the
machine code programmer. An ideal
complement to the assembler built into the
BBC machine.

The word processor for the BBC machine. ~

This ROM based word processor has D|Sk Docwr
received superb reviews. A ROM containing useful
SUpD“Ed with full SI:IFF-H' bound manual and disk th||it'}" programs.
cassette containing an example Enables the recovery of
document and free typing tutor program. any data off the disk

Mow available from stock Quantity including deleted files etc.
Discounts.

£39.00 + £1.50 p&p + VAT

T AT LT T i

High speed and high resolution
game much like the ‘Galaxians' graphics are combined in this game
found inthe arcades — veryfastand to produce an exciting game
also works with joysticks almost identical to the origina

arcade version

5 S\l £7.80 +VAT £7.80 +VAT

We give very generous
trade discounts
! . i " \ @) = Cash .r:r royallies -
|| . - S ] (. b ; pay the best rates

| = / ' "7 arcund frr any gooa
| - Ju " C ) .\_ " ; D % : -l-.
BBl micro software.

| : E\&"""’ Our tapes are guaranteed to

i _ ceaen ———- A work on all Operating Systems.
i High resolution graphics with Ancther game that has received

i thousands of skill levels — more  very favourable reviews — Fast and COMPUTER

' featuresthan any other chess game  addictive :

E £10.00 + VAT. £7.80 +VAT

. 16 Wayside, Chipperfield,
Herts, WD4 9)).tel (09277) 69727
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“Load and Go

with your Dragon 32"

Word Processin

poked at sensibly, word proces-
L sing is always something that
other people do, or should do.

No one in their right mind, unless of
course they are being paid for it, would
consider getting involved in chewing
words around — well not often
anyway, and surely not often enough
to warrant being interested in such
things as a pukka wnn:l processing
system.

That is, for the vast majority of the
population, thought to be exactly true.
After all, a word processing system
can be an expensive item if the subject is
to be addressed properly.

Now that statement is not so exactly
true. A year ago, even less, it would
have been so, but not now.

What has changed, of course is
both the availability of and sudden
ush of interest in, home computer
-systems of all types.

These so called ‘home machines’,
beasts like the Commodore Vic-20 and
the TI99/4A and the Atari and the
Sinclair Spectrum etc are doing to
personal computer what the personal
computer had already done to the mini
and mainframe computers —namely

T 42 TSR —

TR T

Cheap home based text and word
processing is now a reality

make their prices and capacity inex-
pensive to the man on the street.

And those same people are also
discovering that such machines are
capable of much more interesting and
worthwhile labours than simply playing
Space Invaders, or any other game.
They are starting to look at other
applications like — word processing.

Classic word processing is one of
the most profligate applications when
it comes to the use of such features as
secondary storage. Here, disc drives —
and large disc drives — are de
rigeur, not an option.

This is because the classic applica-
tion of word processing is seen as a
professional exercise; teams of secre-
taries constructing reams of formal
letters that are extracted from massive
disc drives holding ‘N million different
standard paragraphs.

This is the application where some-
one dictates a letter by numbers rather
than words, where the numbers refer

to those standard paragraphs.

But there is another side to word
processing, or perhaps more specifi-
cally, text processing, that can be
achieved using one of the new home
computers.

These applications do not, in prac-
tice, require vast amounts of storage;
certainly there are limitations under
which the exercise becomes imprac-
tical, but most of the common home
computers with memory expansion
can easily accommodate simple word
and text processing jobs.

Typical of this type of application
will be the user who wishes to produce
short circulars reports, articles or just
their personal letters.

Here, machines like an expanded
Commodore Vic-20 or the new 64, or
a Sinclair Spectrum, or a TI99,/4A —
amongst others with similar specifi-
cations — should be able to allow the
user to key-in and edit a document or
two or three pages length.

"—"nnﬂn--‘“
H W NN AT TR W .
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With luck, that same user should
also be able to mix, albeit slowly, the
edited document with a simple mailing list
program, so that each letter can be
individually addressed and labels can
be produced for envelopes.

For this type of application, the
larger machines in the home computer
ranges should be quite satisfactory
and should give ample power to per-
form the tasks required.

There is however, going to be a
need for some form of secondary
storage system so that the prepared
texts can be kept and used again, or
updated. This will also be needed as
the means by which the selected
program is loaded into the machine. A
word processing program is not the
type that can be easily loaded via the
keyboard every time it is required.

This is where one of the many
trade-offs found in the word of com-
puting occurs, It will be necessary for
the user to decide on various related
aspects on secondary storage so that
the best option can be selected.

Twao options are normally available
to the home computerist cassette
storage, and floppy disc storage. Many

Send Us Your Software

chieve fame and wealth by sending in your listings! Programs we
A publish are worth up to £200, with the possibility of further
rewards if your work is accepted by Micronet 800,

Your gams. utility, household or educational program must be
original and previously unpublished, and we must know if it is under
consideration anywhere else.

All we need is a brief description of the program and a cassette
containing two copies. Documentation must include a full list of

variables and an explanation of any program instructions peculiar to
your particular type of machine. A machine-printed listing would be
much appreciated if you can supply one.

The more popular the machine, the more likely we are to want
listings for it and don’t forget newcomers like the Lynx and Oric.

So send your masterpieces to Software Editor. Which Micro &
Software Review, 57a Hatton Garden, London ECT. We look forward to
hearing from you.
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users will already understand the ad-
vantages of them, but for new readers,
here is a rapid run-down.

Cassette storage systems — ie the
standard audio cassette recorder — are
cheap and effective, but very slow and
serial. This means that, like with an
audio tape, every part of the tape has
to be played in sequence to find the
part you want.

Foppy discs are much more expen-
sive, but much faster in operation, and
they are also random access. This
means you can instruct the computer
to find a specific file and it will go
straight to it on the disc. As a subsi-
diary but important point, floppy disc
storage systems offer a much greater
storage capacity than cassette.

Therefore the trade-off for the user
thinking about word processing must
be made using the following variables:
the importance of word processing as
an application, i.e. will it be worth the
expense in the end budget, this will
also be governed by importance of the
application, the amount of storage
capacity thought to be needed and the
amount of use the program and files
will be put to — the price range can
cover an order of magnitude, £30 for a
cassette drive through to £300 or
more for a floppy disc system.

Similar trade-off criteria will appear
when it comes to choosing a printer.
Unfortunately, a printer is essenfial for
word processing tasks, and printers
are expensive.

There seems lite way round the

expense of the printer. It is a mechan-
ical or largely mechanical system, and
these cost money to engineer to any
guality these days.

Though there are cheap printers
available — the less than £60 Sinclair
system being an excellent case in point
— they are not suitable for word
processing work.

This is because these low-cost
devices are predominantly thermal
printers that require specially sensi-

however, a printer with reasonable
print quality and features such as full
character descenders is unlikely to be
found.

At the top of the pile is the daisy
wheel printer, so called because the
character set is held on the ‘spokes’ or
‘petals’ of a small wheel. These are hit
by a hammer onto the paper to produce
the output. A 'cheap’ daisy wheel is
going to cost around €1,000. The
output quality however, is excellent.

It is possible to word process for
less than £700

tised paper. For word processing, the
printer has to be good enough to prnt
on ordinary paper, quite probably
headed paper, with a print quality that
is good enough to look as though it has
been tolerably ‘professionally’ produced.
After all, if the final copies come out
looking tatty, then the user might just
as well stick to a manual typewriter.

Three options are now available
here, though they are all relatively
expensive. The cheapest solution, the
matrix printer, can be obtained for £2-
£300, or even less. Below this price

The third option sits in the middle.
It is something of a compromise,
perpetrated by a growing number of
companies, where a standard electric
typewriter is modified to be driven by
the output from the computer. These
can be had from around £5-600.

With wond processing, there is meally
no way of avoiding making a choice
amongst these options to obtain the
necessary hard copy output. In general
terms, however, the daisy wheel option
will normally be dismissable by most
home users. If there is sufficient re-

guirement for that guality of output,
and that expense, there is the equally
justifiable argument that a fully com-
prehensive word processing system
running on a large personal computer
should be purchased, and to hell with
the expense.

For the home user, expense is going to
be @ serious consideration, and the
£3,000-£6,000 system typical in the
professional arena are just not on, So,
at what sort of price can a viable WP
system be developed?

As a rough guide, the following
may provide some assistance. The
computer itself, with a memory expan-
sion if required, is liable to cost around
£300. The printer, depending on the
quality and facilities the user is willing
to put up with, will be around the same
cost — as a mimmum. The cassetie
recorder for storage etc, should be no
more than £40, and the program?

Well, at this level, it must be said
that the programs will not be equipped
with too many bells and whistles in the
full-features- and-facilities-depart-
ment. They will predominantly be
competent text editors. Their price,
however, will normally reflect this.

For example, the Rabbit Writer
package for the Vic-20, costs under
£20 in cassette form. Rabbit Base a
program suitable for mailing lists, and
with which Rabbit Wiriter can operate,
costs under £15,

It is therefore possible to go word
processing, after a fashion, for an all
up cost of less than £700. 1l

“It's amazing the add-on bits you can get for micros these days.”

WHICH MICRO? APRIL 1983




FTSCL I B e B

ot T

[E W

oy T TEET A —

Ron Stewart chips away at GTIA and CTIA graphics

from talking to the people at Atari

that a lot of you are still in the dark
about the GTIA chip and it's graphics. |
will try to shed some light on them this
month.

First what is GTIA? When the Atari
was first introduced it had a chip
known as a CTIA { Computer Television
Interface Adapted integrated circuit)
chip that would process all the infor-
mation from the ANTIC and 6502
chips into a signal that goes to the
television.

CTIA also looked after player/
missiles, joystick and console inputs.

GTIA still cames out these functions
and gives us three new graphics
modes as well. Rumour has it that the
'G" in GTIA stands for George one of
the Atari technicians who was not
satisfied with the CTIA chip.

This might be a good time to define
some of the commands used in the
programs below. GRAPHICS-We use
this command to select a graphics
mode. e.g. GRAPHICS 9. SETCOLOR-
We use this command to assign hue
and luminance to the colour registers.

We have five colour registers and it
might be better to think of them as a
paint box into which we can dip our
graphics brush. Register 4 is used only
for background colour and register 3 is
only available in modes 1 and 2. This
means that in the graphics modes we
have a maximum of four base colours
available at any one time.

Modes 9-11 are an exception as
we shall see later. If we use a
SETCOLOR statement in our program
we must assign to it three numbers,
e.g. SETCOLOR 2, 8, 0.

The tirst number, 2, 15 the colour
register. The second number, 8, is the
colour assigned to the register. In this
case blue and finaly the 0 is the
luminance value. The 0 makes the blue
as dark as possible. Luminance values
must be assigned an even number. The
colour registers are already set with
default colours and only need to be
changed when another colour is to be
used.

The default colours are;

Register 0 Defaults to Orange
Register 1 Defaults to Green
Register 2 Defaults to Dark Blue
Register 3 Defaults to Red

Register 4 Defaults to Black
COLOR-With this command we can
load individual screen pixels (Picture
Elements, the graphics building blocks)
with colour. The number stored in each
pixel calls uvp one of the colour
registers. In other words COLOR de-

I t would seem from your letters and

termines the colour to be used for the
drawing commands that follow it.

PLOT-This command places the
cursor at a specified location on the
screen and fills the pixel there with the
colour given in the COLOR command.
The command is written as PLOT x, y
where x is the column number and y is
the row number,

DRAWTO-This command draws a
line from the last plotted pixel position
to the new specified one, using the last
colour given in the COLOR command.

We can put some of the above
commands together in a short program.
Try experimenting with the program
yourself. Change the graphics modes
and the COLOR, PLOT and DRAWTO
commands.

10 GRAPHICS 5

20 COLOR 2

30 PLOT 40, 20

40 DRAWTD 20, 10

The new modes (9-11) do have
several features in common. One is
that no text window is available in the
GTIA modes. We can get around this
as we shall see next month.
Another feature is the pixel size. It

is very small and allows us to use high
resolution graphics. Each pixel is the
same height as a mode 8 pixel but it is
four times as wide.

In graphics modes 3 through 8
pixel size is square in modes 3-11 it is
rectangular. This gives us a common
screen resolution of 80 columns and
192 rows.

GRAPHICS MODE 9. Only one hue
is available in graphics 9, but 16
luminance values of that one colour are

-available. This will allow us to create

scenes of depth and give it a sense of
the third dimension.

Since only one colour or base hue is
used we need only one colour register,
register 4. We can set the base hue to
blue using the command SETCOLOR 4,
8, 0. The first value is the colour
register, the second the base hue and
the third the luminance.

If we set a higher luminance value
at the start of our program it could
restrict the number of luminances later
on when we plot points on the screen.

To plot the screen we use the
standard graphics statements such as
COLOR, PLOT and DRAWTO or we can

“I'm telling you, Mr Jones, you're in the red. It says so here in
magenta and emerald. ™

use the PRINT #6; statement. In
doing this we can load the luminance
value with any number hetween 0 and
15.

5 REM GRAPHICS 9 DEMO
**BRASS™™*

10 GRAPHICS 9

15 SETCOLOR 4, 15, 0

20 FOR ¥Y=55 TO 0 STEP -10

30 FOR X=0 TO 24

40 C=X: IF X>>11 THEN C=24-X
45 C=CH+3

a0 Z=¥HX)

55 D=INT (SOR {144-(X-12)*(X-
12)))/2

57 COLOR 15-C

58 PLOT Z. Y47-D

60 DRAWTOD Z, Y+74D

70 COLOR C

80 DRAWTO Z, 180-Y=D

180 NEXT X

190 NEXT Y

200 GOTO 200

This is the famous Brass. It 15 well
known to all the old hands, but it
includes most of the elements we have
discussed so far and it is easy to
understand.

Il finish this month off with
another graphics 9 demonstration
programme. This one was written by
John Norledge of Atan. See if you can
work out how he achieved the screen
display. Then show it to all your
friends who own Spectrums and who
thought the Atari only had six colours.
My thanks to John for his permission
to use the program.

0 REM *** IDEA BY RICHARD
ALLISON

**1 REM ***PROGRAMMED BY
JOHN NORLEDGE*®

5 GRAPHICS 9: POKE 712,0

10 FOR I=0 TO 21: READ A: POKE
1536+, A: NEXT |: DL=PEEK (56)
+256* PEEK (561): FOR D=1

T0 16: POKE I]l+?+{‘|l]*|]], 143
20 POKE DL+8-+{10*D), 0: NEXT D
30 DATA 72, 138, 72, 24, 173,
160, 6, 105, 16, 141,10, 212, 141,
160, 6, 141, 26, 208, 104, 170,
104, 64.

40 POKE 512, 0: POKE 513, 6: POKE
h4286, 192: FOR X=0 to 1917 #6:
“AA BB CC DD EE FF GG HH Il JJ KK
LL MM NN NN MM LL";

457 #6; " KK JJ Il HH GG FF EE DD
CC B”": NEXT X

h0 GOTO 50

Next month I'll be looking at graphics
modes 10 and 11,

Send program listings, letters or
reviews fo HRon Stewarl Which
Micro & Software Review, Peter-
sham Howse 574 Hatton Garden
London ECT. IR
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ZX81

LASER BLAST

The ZX81 seems to be less well supported
than one might expect. The Spﬂﬂrum has
stolen much of its thunder, but it remains
an extremely widely used computer.

This month we open the listings section
with a ZX81 program from R de Mercado.
We would like to ask him to get in touch

‘with us, as his address has mysteriously

vanished from the files.

Although we have a special interest in
software for new machines, we don’t want
to rule out contributions from users of less
glamorous machines. What has happened to
all the TRS-80 and Video Genie owners for
example?

oflrnE COPYRIGHT R.IL-E HERZSDD

752 PRINT FIT = . B Ih ETFI":J‘-T 0
NE EVUERY FE EEEGNDE # F T =
FPRCE IHUHDEHE LAXE FtF‘F“EﬂF-." &
M THE SCREEN. IF ONME OF THEM A
PERRS WITHIN oaME ::-FP,-EEE. 2 ONM T
HE TZ=05EF PEESE BRY HEY FIRE T
HE L=2CH."

TeE FRINT AT Ss.8;: I'mE IRLDE
RS i B LSUEDTIOGN RHERE IN THE
ENTRE =BRE WORTH RMYTHING BETL
EEN 208 RBRhND S6 FUINTS RRMND TH
E?_ID?EHEEEI id POINTS. ™

NT HT 15.80; " B = |
+LF YO OO0 i L e *'-,{Ii:‘;* E%L,EEE
M ORE GHDE MM O THE CROes o=

- -
P = = " 1 F 72 .__.._ 2 = LI 8 foa e .
ROSS UILL DISSAPEAR UNTIL THE NE

AT 21.8; "PRESS AMNY KE
I du

7859 IF MNETYEL2"Y THER GOTO 785
TS ESOT ==

TO5 CL 5

B@E _FRIMT “PLERASE ENMTER THE LEU
ELC" 70U ZRNTT: 8T 2.8;" THEN RETUR
S5 FRIMNT &7 15 ;. "LEVEL 1:FEARA5SY
HI 12,8, "LEVEL 2 8UERSSE":R”AT 1
4 .8; "LEEL. 3:HARD ™

@6 PRINT AT i6.@; "LFEFUF! 1 THE
IMBODERS REFMAIN OM THE SCREEN F
OR A FEW SECOMDS ., 1PLFHE]l TLUO 7T
- (T = Rt O L P e T I =MD LE
UEL 3 IS VUERY FRAST. "™

318 INPUT R

8280 IF R=1 THEN LET Jd=382

238 IF A= THEN LET Jd=12

od@ IF R=3 THEN LET Jd=3

o453 LET Q=2

=24B LET R=%4%G

89@ LS

1088 REM TARARGET

1882 PPRPINT AT S.18;: ™ + T

18id PRINT R1T =Z,=0, @

1215 PRINT 8T EJEE;”EEGEE“

i@gle PH;NT MNT 7.26; "SHOTS ;AT 8.,
26, “"LEFT",; AT 1©.26; 10-R

1217 IF la—ﬁx =8 THEN PRINT AT 18
26, 18-R.°

ia@2e Faor =8 g 26

183 PRINT AT v, o "}

1240 NEXT Y

1@5S@ PRIMT 37T 2 1) e
;1%_5 =RINT ~7 =1,8, "8 ,AT 21 =
1a7¢ FOR Y= TO =3

1888 PRINT AT Y.24;" }§"

1098 NEXET %Y

1188 PRINT AT 21.1!" s
e e e ¥ e ———

1118 LET AS="r=¢<

1128 LET S=IHN (RN 135)

1138 LET D=INT (RNDx2B8)

1140 LET G=IMT (RND%13)

115@ LET H=INT (RNDx26)

1168 IF S5:>=13 THEN GOTO 112

1i78@ IF D:»=28 THEN <OTO 1128
1188 IF G>=123 THEN SOTO 118
1is8@®d IF H>:=2 T HEN EET: 1i28
120980 IF S<=1 THEN GOTO 1128

121 IF D<=1 THEN GOTO 1i12Q

1220 IF G«=1 THEN GOTO 1123

1238 IF H:<=1 THEH GOTO 112&

1248 LET B$="<(73"

éHEE IFf IMRKEY%<>"" THEN GOTO

1268 PRINT AT S.0D:As%

éa?ﬂ IF INKEY%<:>"" THEN GOTDO 137
1280 FOR I=1 TO J

%EEE IF IMNKEY%<>"" THEN GOTO 137
1298 NEXT I

1388 PRINMNT AT G,H; ‘:‘th ;
1318 IF INKEY %< T THEN GOTO 1378
2

1528 FGR I=1 TO Jd

%325 1F IMKEYS%<>"" THEMNM GOTO 137
1338 HNEXT I

1348 PRINT AT 5.D; " o

13508 PRINT AT G.,H; " i

1360 GOTOD 12108

13778 LET T=48&8

13868 LET T2=-1

1398 LET I=1

14888 LET 1Z=1

1482 LET UWU=INT (BNDxS31

1483 IF WU<28 THEN GOTO 14892 ;
1494 IF S:>=8 AND =i=1 AND L2 > ==

il AND D<=13 THEN LET Q=2+1i@

1405

11 AND D<=13 THEN GOTO 1410

14@6

11 AND H<=13 THEN LET o=0+ii

14316
1425
1438
1445
1456
14658
1476&
1488
1438
1508
1518
1529
1522
1524
1525
1526
1536
1549
1558
1568
157
1o65a
1598
1508
161&
16208
1625
1627
1538
1648

1656
ED

R POSSIBLE Sae™

1655
THER
1660
15708
SOTO
1658
TOP
1698
1786

IF S:=8 AND S5<=18 AND D+2>=
iF G>=8 AND G<=1@ AND H:2>

PLOT T.ZX

_LDT T2,I1I2

LET I=X+1

LET T2=T2-1

LET T=T-1

LET I2=I2+1

IF I=25 THEN GOTO 1496
GOTO 141i@

LET T=485

LET T2=-=1

LET I=i%

LET IZ2=1

FOR Z=8 TO 1@
PRINT AT Z .10 ; ..
FPREINT AT ;,13 = -

NEXT T

UNPLOT T.XI

uaMFLOT TZ2.I2

IF I=25 THEMN GOTDO i1681@&

LET I=I+1

LET T2=TZ-1

LET T=T-1

LET IZ2=I2+1

GOTO 1538

PRINT AT s5.0; h
PRINT AT =, H;" e

LET R=R+1

IF R=1@ THEN GOTO 1548

SO7TD 1882

R F T i L T

CLS _
PRINT "UELL DONE YDU OSTRIN|
E0 POINTS oOUT OF |

PRINT AT 18.,@; "CRRE FOR HHE
GAME (Y . N} * E
INPUT A% 2
IF R%$="Y" OR A%$="YES" THEN |
1698 E
IF A%="N" OR ASs="NO" THEHNM S

CLS
RN
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: 11@ FOR i=@ TO 21. PR%NE gnEEEE
- J. = 3 J. ET mll - £ le
THE _NOUGHT LINE IN THE MAIN i e AT P p A NEXT
i aDan BiéﬁEUEEEEE?iUﬂtﬁﬁﬁ 158 INRUT “Pledse make YOoUr mow
T HE i~ T b = s - = Y g
t%ﬁvgiEﬁT‘nﬁ*TnEEa BECAUSE IT Sa’ "% IF LEN k$<>2 THEN GO TO )
CANNOT BE REMOQUED i 3 T e
THE L ISTING BELOU WILL FRODUCE ig? ;EEF*E—EUEE E%11i) -39
R NOUGHT LINE 178 LET to-CopE K$i2) —ag
5 A = -4 C - F’.—":F."—; i 1 =% By
% %EPH=PEEH 16555 THEN GOTO 1 aESETEEHbgéPEé{EéE OR ARS e e
x 1 =} H =, |
i & POKE 16597.9 218 LEFT goes=goes 41 PRINT AT 5
4 7 POKE 16587.8 G el »19;90es
; 12 REM TOPYRIGCHT (YOUR NSME! £22 50 _SUE 3pe AL PR R iy
=38 LE7 SHPL)=b%ip:s LET % =
WUHEN YOU RUN THE PROGRAM TYPE IN 238 PRINT AT e 2; b |
| -‘-'\--‘."‘-Ji- - : 1 TL: bow— G-.- = -‘-n'—:HE = ; B I A, F a _‘5 2 Ll |
B | SdeiS N IR NBUSNTS come uE 263 30 FA"[,TMEN'GG To 2va |
Besr -, Hbo s BTy SR ey 278 GD SUBR 1@@ap. oy = PRINT “uw
RRAR R s e ELL DONE - FTHAET TODK *; BOES:
=R f T Ta B2 M EDEE‘
T o T R U 275 _PRINT “TRY AGAIN": INOUT
i INPUT A LA R Rl bl 1=YES 3=NG";u
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Steve Langford takes
a hard look at the
new software
offering from Sinclair

and gives his
Judgement

new tapes from Sinclair. All of them

third party software acquired by
Sinclair for sale under their label.
Unfortunately the standard is not at all
high. Let's look at the games tapes
first

Thro' the Wall is a game in the
‘Breakout’ mould. The game itself is
pretty much the same as any other
Breakout game and needs no introduc-
tion from me.

This version has three ball speeds
and the bat is moved using keys 5 and
8 on the ZXB1. The main problem | see
with this version is that every time the
ball goes out of play the whole game
resets and you have to start again with
a new wall. | found this to be a dull
and frustrating especially if | missed
the ball just before the breakthrough.

thro” the Wall is the main game on
this cassette but on the reverse side is
a8 version of Seramble.

Sinclair has played down the in-

I recently received a whole bunch of

only note of its presence being printed
in very small letters on the front of the
insert card. This is a shame as | found
this to be the better game of the two.

It has all the usual Scrambfe
features including ground to air missiles
and defending aircraft. Your aircraft is
equipped with forward firing guns and
a smart bomb which destroys all the
enemy installations on the screen. The
game has 10 play speeds.

It seems a pity that this cassette
has been spoiled by the reset problem
on Breakout otherwise it would have
been reasonable value for money.

Superglooper is yet another maze
game variant. You control & man who
is painting the inside of a maze. The
maze itself contains all the usual
aliens and shields with which to
destroy them. Once painted you are
sent on to another maze, more difficult
than the last.

On the flip side is a game called

“I'm in for trying to erase computer records of my
pravious convictions”™

Frogs. Set on the river bank you have
to quide your frog over the floating logs
to one of the jetties on the other side.

Sinclair have made an unfortunate
choice with their graphics and terminal
eyestrain would seem to be the order
of the day here.

The river is constructed using the
graphics ‘A’ key on the 81 and the
small checks are not going to give your
optical orbs a restful time when they
are moving at speed.

Once again this cassette is made
up of two fairly basic games that could
have been improved upon.

Finally in the games section Sinclair
have released a 1K games tape for the
ZXB1 this one written by Artic Com-
puters of Hull. There is not a lot you
can say about 1K games, but these are
of a good standard and with 11 games
on the tape it represents value for
money.

| especially liked the Man Eating
Budgie game. The object being to
steal the eggs from our camivorous
feather friends.

The last tape for the ZXB1 is a
toolkit which provides new commands
for the ZXB1. They are RENUMBER
which renumbers a program from any
start line and will also renumber
gosubs, gotos, etc.

NEM prints out how much memaory
there is left in the computer, DUMP
prints mout a list of the values of all
string and numeric variables, FIND
will locate any string and list every
program line that includes the required
sting,. REPLACE exchanges any stnng
with another string, i.e. replacing Print
with Lprint to utilise the ZX pnnter,

SAVE and APPEND are used
together to join two seperate programs
together and finally REMKILL which
eliminates all Rem statements in a
program. If you own a ZX81 this is a
potentially useful tape afthough | think
one or two of the commands will not
he used very frequently.

Spectrum

| will change computers now and
review two of the Spectrum tapes sent
in by Sinclair. These are The Collectors
pack and Club Record Controller.
Both of these tapes carry out essentially
the same function, only the field
lengths incorporated within the pro-
grams are different.

I'll use the Collectors Pack for

the review and list the differences
later.

After loading in the program for the
first time the field lengths and titles
have to be set up. This needs careful
thought as the length of the fields
determines how many files you will get
into the computer.

| set my files up to keep track of my
software collection. | started off by
selecting the number of fields | required,
which was five: Title, Computer,
Publisher, RAM required and Type of
Game.

Then | had to allocate the number
of characters in each field. The pro-
gram allows a maximum of 30 charac-
ters per field and 50 per record. | found
this a bit limiting and | would have
liked to have seen more space.

You have to decide upon an
indexing field, | made mine publishers,
so that if | wanted all the software
produced by Sinclair all that | would
type in would be Sinclair.

The computer then works out how
many records you will be able to store
within it's memory. The program then
progresses to display a menu. You can
create a new record or alter an old one.

You can debate or list a file to the
printer. Finally you can save the files
onto cassette, the computer allocates
a number to each file that you have
made. It could get to the point where
you need a file to keep track of where
your files are . . .

The Club Record Controlfer holds
slightly more information in it's files
with a maximum of 70 characters for
the names and address's and nine
other fields of 12 characters maximum.

The question | always ask myself
with regard to these programs is “Is it
faster with a pen and paper”. | usually
answer yes and go back to the old
ways. Perhaps when the micro drive
becomes available this type of program
will become more viable.

Sinclairs programs are not the best
around by any means but they are
certainly not the worst. | think you can
buy them with confidence and be
assured that you are getting reasonable
value for money.

Comments, enquiries or reviews
to Steve Langford, Which Micro &
Software Review, Petersham
House, 57A Hatton Garden,
London EC1. |
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SYNTHESIZER

This program from R A Lober of Cardiff
turns any BBC Micro into a musical
isybnamf, with a range of 2.2 octaves.

Black’ keys are on the same row as the
TAB key, with the “white notes”
underneath.
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DRAGON 32

~ AERO 3

AERO 3 by Malcom Saunders is the star X
program we have chosen for this month’s 1
listings section. '
As the author of this month’s star _
rogram, Malcom receives £80 for his work. |
All players should make the following
changes:
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ADD: 310 GOTO 350

e

T
ity

TN
e T e S —"

DRAGON'S LOAD AND GO

The remorseless flood of new entries
to the microcomputer market is matched
only by the tide of books intended to
cater for their bewildered users.

The recently introduced Dragon
32 has already become a best-seller
as many a gleeful Boots manager will
testify, so it makes a natural target for
the attentions of John Phipps and
Trevor Toms, whose books on the
various Sinclair machines have been
appeanng since the introduction of the
ZXB0.

The result of their recent labours is
Load and Go with your Dragon, a 128
page paperback aimed at the relative
newcomer to computing as is the
Dragon itself.

Unlike many similar books, it does
not pretend to be a reference work, nor
does it fall into the trap of attempting
to replace the manufacturers own
manual. The 33 programs at the heart
of the book are an assortment of
games and instructional programs,
with the odd utility thrown in for good
measure.

They include old favourites like Vim
and Space Docking but on the whole
an interesting range of software is
provided.

Just to check for errors, | keyed in
two of the listings, Castle Walls and
Morse Code Tester. Both were emor-
free, and well rewarded the time spent
at the keyboard.

The programs vary in length between
nine and 188 lines, to match whatever
degree of stamina the reader is able to
summon, and each is exceptionally

well documented — indeed many
60

listings contain almost as much ex-
planation as code!

The games themselves gradually
increase in complexity, so that each
one introduces a new programming
technique. Anyone using this book
should quickly come to terms with
using quite advanced Basic in his own
applications, since subjects such as
tape data files and string or array
handling are examined in some depth.

The ease with which the examples
can be related to real life makes the
book complementary to the Dragon
manual, which can be a little inacc-
essible for the novice. This is especially
true with regard to the computer's
graphics facilities, which enjoy a
special section in the book

Another welcome feature is the
provision of a chapter on debugging.
The reader is quickly introduced fo
checking variables, renumbering to
insert extra lines,and the use of
temporary STOP flines to test the
program a chunk at a time.

There seems to be a stage in the
Iife of every new micro user, just after
he has played Space Invaders and
learned how to print his name all over
the screen, when he sits back and
thinks “What next? It is here that
Load and Go with your Dragon is most
useful. My only quibble is with the
price. | know that the market is neces-
sarily limited, but even so, £5.50
seems a little expensive for a 128 page
paperback
Load and Go with your
Dragon by John Phipps and Trevor
Toms from Phipps Associates £5.50.
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ELR IF Piv-1@ BMD Piy+lB THEN GEQ
EZ@ IF EiveZD THEM ETR ELSE ES@
ETH [F (&8 THEW 738
LAl F Zhare THEW T=B
B SE=RIYE=YIiGLadam] v
E&R GOTD al@
ETE BEM+==++END OF FL ¥ (M CEDQ s
EEd OOSUE LiEl s
558 CLS
Ol PRINTZLIOZ, "W HE Hi i RN T I
aTHER DO+ J VE BEEW HWIT BY BIRDS IPEINTEI2A, "« PREGE
:w PRINT@ESE, 50ARY vOU MADE: * sCM: *GOOR LAKD T RS
2B UssTNHEYS: [FUS=" *"THEW T30 ELSE s ]
TIR GDSUB Ta@
ol CLE
TH PRINT@19E. “YOU HAVE CRASH LE 3

A i i GHEDR" "' " PRINTZ2A. “+PGESS
TEB FRINTSZIE, “S0HRY YOU MAGE: " sChs ‘GI0D LAND [MGS™ =
fTR s INKEY®R: IF Us=® * THEM T7B ELEE TTe
TEBR BEM++++{OASH [k TAKEDFF 4L AND=
798 SDLMDL. 2
BB PROLE 3.3
B1@ SCREEMI. @
E38 M=z
B FOM Isi TO SBSTEF HND(E} :[ B G T

(EFECa (N

BUl CIRCLECK+1%.¥eTh. 1. ., TEEOLNDE, |
ot El:lﬂ =18 TO &@ STER ANDCE) iCm@ND &)
HEE CIRCLE(X+lS.¥eTi.1.C. L 29 G OB © e T .
BTE MEXT [ i

=30 LIME(R.A) 254 B1, PEET :LINEC1@7.E)—(F, 190}, PEET: LIME { 147, D) —« 0 1905 » PSET 2 FUIT

wPRCEBAR FOR B

SFACERGA FOR AN OTHES goes
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DRAGON 32

= wrwr

e e g

[m FOR [=13@ TO 5 STEP -S1SDUNDI. 13MEXT I M 0 RSE MAD E EASY
E9@ RETURN

L J
318 USTIMER/1BBVZ PRINTEZES. * IW" 11 "SECONDE® Mﬂrﬂ Ma Tﬂsm'r Is one ﬂf thﬂ. ﬂmgmms
51 - & LANDINGS" - ; = -
TBLS. "MELL DOME & TRRE-OFFS d I. d d E h D
TI: ;énk ;;.v:a PRAESE SPRCEBAR FOR PHOTHER GO=" 'fﬂamrﬂ mn oa an 1 wrt ?n“r rﬂgun"
S4B PRINTEIEL. "=
g;s: ‘éf;";’éiﬁiéﬁi‘i"cdulﬁ'é 8 B YOU ETALLED" :PRINTEZE1, "TINE PENALTY 3 SECO

, reviewed opposite. The documentation is a

oEa FOR K=1 TO 1BEBINERT K1PCLE! PHODES. 1 1 SCAEEM1 . B2 RETUAN

| | model of concise clarity, but remember that it is
E:'ﬂnﬁ:?l“;iﬁilﬁ1 =y@y DIVED TODO FRASTI'! 1= ¢ PRENTEZSE, “ VYOUR WINGE BLEW OFF !

n yPRINTEEIE. "= PRESS BPRCEBRA FOR AsOTHER GO=

pesssie it FAETD 00 up to you whether or not to type it all into the

1@3@ FORY=Y TO 1EB@ STEPI

computer.
1@ PUTIK: ¥1={X+T3 Y¥18) o Re PEET B, PEET F
{§ap FOR =1 TO SB*MERT I1RUTCE:Y)-(ReES.¥eldi- 50

L J L
i s v Any of the lower case writing after the
133 REM===0UT OF F'..IELH-'*;:‘l;':-'l‘ A
I:;:;: Eli‘?ll‘l'::';:g:E;;IIJZH]E";I'EI'FFED:UIJT oF I_IJEL‘IF‘H[HTH?'JE-"*'.'IIJ WERE LUCKY YOU L

s s e apostrophes on many of the program lines may
EE%:E:E&E"*'-'VJT:nEn,r:u--.-znpﬂ:uTa:-:a.-'fl:lu PADE " 1 LM "LANDINGS IN™1 bﬂ dﬂ!ﬂmﬂ H'.'l.ﬂ!lﬂﬂ"f pfﬂl“'ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂ ﬂ'ﬂ Fﬂﬂ"ﬂﬂ
1188 SOTO §15a

v ook HO&=1. 11
g EOR I=2 TO BRMb{TAY 8TEF mmﬁ:-m-m,:un|:|:1_n|.'!|_Er'n15, 18T 4w Is Gv ., IEEUU
1id

ivo £ operation of the program, since these remarks
1128 SOUMDES. 15

T = ] AREHER! '™
1128 A NT3106, ~ENGINE STOPPED-DUT OF FUEL"1FRINTIZER. HARD LUCK YOU ©

L] 7
wr 2oz TEiLa1CELERL) -E.-I:H.Jm_un1L51u'_=a-.|:u||.E.-'|:|'-l_‘E='.l:=Ll’-'-l'.:LHl"-'ﬂ=B|'-"2”-3 areg mmndla'd hr mﬂ ﬂl,ma‘" brﬂ'n rﬂﬂfﬂ‘f th
L1 PLAY-P2O2ITEE LEBE

th i
1 1E@ uId[l\l!.F'l"l'l'I“‘- LUk=" * THEHW 70 ELEE 11ER H mmpﬂmrsl

il BEpmens BIRD STRIKEs=esess DEELt
ii;:. TOR1e4 TO 2B+ AND{ZEYETEP AMD(Z):C=RANDLL)

T e Saser. e Perhaps this is a good place to point out that

- ] ™ :
12 FOR ey O rei0) By PSET the author’'s permission must be obtained
; E:: T:E:'-: ;«-:-::::Ll&‘ W 1S . R FSET:E"."I.IHI}-:'.-'!-'I!—‘-':-- i
t;"'.:: REXT ¥

SRR O before any program is reproduced. Unfortunately,

I2ER WEXT I

- there have been cases of people sending us
1278 SOUMDTE. 10 RETLRN 5
L e e 100 0. T

e published listings without mentioning where

131@ PUTIX,¥—&) -0+, Y181, A PRESET

1 120 PuT,';,a.,-;._.';..:l;s.,'-.uu:-.ﬂ.i'HE‘F mﬂf gﬂr ﬂam ffﬂm.

FOR ¥=I-% TO 173 STEF 3

11155;: FI_ITI.:I:."l':I-II+3:--‘l'+'.#l--‘H-F"5E"

I MEXT ¥

ijsgg FORT=S TO 180 STEPZ+AND(S) i C=RRDLE
1 388 EJH'ELEI'l.-:IE-.'ﬂ'-'-"I-]-E-.ELEI'I-UH'IJ I=1 AR S
1303 WEXNT I L M
1683 SO0UMD2, 31 Code

L21@ REFe++AOLLING GEROPLANE +%+
§aa FUIT (K. ¥ =0 e T8 ¥l B PEE]

THEM ¥=1% T:E maln problem in learning Morse code is not Rt ot
T IFVILS - ! . : . | |
11:..3 PUT (K+10s ¥—141 =1 K+24, ¥+193, E, PEET e oode, bat Leam”'_"‘f" to receive it. To practice receiving you
1ita 1 Eorse e need an expert assistant to help.

£ E{¥+30 THEM iy
1:% ;unL:n. — & = K F Dl W190 ., F. PRET

: The Dragon can be this
A5E18LE i ]
T CX, Y} — K455, Yo 281, D, PEET 1tﬂnt anlj-glve yYOU practice at different speeds with
::E mﬁb.rll:l‘l:.:tz B, PRET caipletely congistant sending, with the same "figt"
g PUTLH, ¥=8)—(E+35, 7+3ak. B
V518 PUT (X3, Y150 = (1+23. Y+281 . C. PSET You still need a he i
b B lﬂhf:m { EFZE, Y4280 5 Fy PEET & helper to key in the message but the helper need
s PUTLE=9: Y- = ; - ! i
}ﬂﬂ BUT (K 73 =(K+33 Y+ 181 1 s POET know nothing of Morse code.
| 558 BOUND Za@. 2
1568 @=PEEK{ESZEE)
i57@ IF G=1z6 THEW 1428

every time.

18 REM MORSE OCCE SEMDER
za@ RETURN : i . o
.::5. B TR, BN J t__.LE";,,E1L¢|F:E1LEIE=L““:"E"E'LE-'ntmL“u.qu @ CLS1:PRINT TAE(B); "MCRSE CODE SENDER
1689 PLAY-O21T25L2101031LANCI021000 Tl 38 INPUT"SPEED"; SP "higher numbers go slower
f:::um-m. ICELEEOIL AtEAILZIGIEILA1DIBILEIAYBILA1OSICILZ. 102V BEFE 46 DE=INT(SF):DD=3*[5 ;
e % cosuUB 23@ '‘set up the code array
o8 INPLUT AS 'text to be sent
_ ; a5 8 FOR L=1 TO LEM({AS)
If you wish to use the keyboard instead of the joystick, 80 W=ASC(MIDS(AS,L,1)) ‘'get next letter
the following alterations should be made, o - : %, e
IF Wy=48 AND We<=G7 THEM W=W=38:00SUB 158:C0T0 120
'letters
8 139 IF Wr=65 AND We=123 THEN W==55:C08UE 158:G0T0 120
DELETE : 118 FOR DL=1 TO SP*100:NEXT OL 'inter word gap
o 128 FOR [L=] TO SP*&Q:NEXT [L ‘inter letter cap
138 NEXT L i
2 148 GOTO &8
: ‘subroutine to "sepd” the oode
CHANGE : 150 S=M(w+l])
350 C=35:H=60:X=3+(C*3 4] :Y=({H*2.8) 168 IF S=9 THEN RTTURN
10 Cl=PE . 1= ' =G-9: - I ( 19
GI1=PEEK(343):1F G1=223 THEN G=G-9:IF Gl THEN G=1 176 C=5-INT(S/10)*18
18@ IF C=] THEM SCOUND 188, [S: GOTD 200
199 IF C=2 THEN SOUND 18@, [0
ADD: . i E
208 STEI TS N get next bit and inter—-hbit cap
< L =INT|5/18):POR ¥=1 TO I0*SP:NEXT ¥
3571 G1=0:02=0:G3=0:G4=0 218 GOTo 1ad
52 GOTO IBO0 o 3

‘set Up morse oode array
411 G2=PEEK{34%4):IF G2=223 THEN G=G+13:IF G>63 THEMN G=&3 238 DIM M({36) ;

240 DATA 22222,2222]. 2%
412 G3=PEBK(341):IF G3=223 THEN H=H-6: IF H<1 THEN H=1 G L 1lllzjffi;ﬁiﬂ.ﬂ‘};;i
LA Fd a iy 1 L
413 C4L=PEEK(342):IF C&4=223 THEN H=He11:IF H>63 THEN H=63 258 DATA 21,1112,1212,112,1,1211,122,1111, 11, 2221,
212,1121,3232, 12,233
414 Y=({H%*2. K 5)

<24, 1221, 2122,121,111, 2,
211,2111,221,2112,2312,1122
260 FOR ¥=1 TO 3&:READ M{X):HEXT X

; ’ 278 RETURN
The orogram will now run using the four arrow keve Eo

move the aeroplane.
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OUT OF THISWO
SOFTWARE...

!
|
|
~ iz LB

CREDIT CARD SALES LINE
(0493) 602453 (24 hrs)
Quoting your Access or Barclaycard number
| DK Tronics software is also available from all
PLEASE ADDON 50p for PEP good mﬂware ﬂ'I.IﬂEH.

I I enclose cheque/P.0. payableto

I PLEASESENDME ..........:.:::. ik

PLEASESENDME ............... E

I PLEASESENDME ............... i E

DK Tronics total 3D TANX—Fit -.nur wits against the enemy Tanx. This is a full feature game with
fantastic 3D balistics. ONLY £4.95
Access/Barclaycard 3D SPAWN OF E‘U"IL Eliminate the spawn before it matures to full attack potential.
' The most spectacular 3D space game ever written for this 16K Spectrum. ONLY £4.95
I NAME . e ARORERS . . ovn s iaaa e CENTIPEDE—:5hoot down the ever menacing Centipede before it shoots you. One of
the most addictive games for the Spectrum ONLY £4.95

For more information send 5.A.E. for our full colour brochure.



DICTATOR—Can you survive as Dictator? A complex
and entertaining simulation adventure featuring easy
operation and excellent use of graphics ONLY £4.95
METEOROIDS—The best Spectrum version of this
popular arcade game ONLY £4.95

SOUND FX—Even the beginner can use this
fanstastic program to create and infinitely variable
amount of machine code sounds ONLY £4.95
DISASSEMBLER—A fast machine code disassembler
for use on the 48K and 16K Spectrum giving full
colour output to the screen ONLY £4.95

ZXED [Toolkit)—A powerful editor for use on the
16K and 48K Spectrum. k creates several useful and
time saving features ONLY £6.95

23 Sussex Road, Gorleston, Gt. Yarmouth, Norfolk,




DRAGON 32
PONTOON |

R F Burdett of Mickleover in Derby provides this version of
an old favourite, Pontoon, for the increasingly popular
Dragon 32.

Full instructions are given at the beginning of the
program, so the game needs no further explanation. We
decided that it was worth £30. If you think you can do as

MY i

bt b T ]

a
et

Pl e P

el pmin e

~well, or even better, why not send in your listings for ; §
- - L P = N
consideration? Our rates compare very favourably with 348 IF ¢
those of other magazines. 538
338 IF C#=°Y" THEY GOSUR 7i3 &1
24 E GlolE &is
e s
EofE IBE
ERje e
258 ASE BAIT HHHLS
T4
27
a1E S48 H-T
e JEFICIR 2R EFE !
$3)= SH S S
5% 2451 fLRSE) iy
=4y 8 G20 IT DSOO°Y® AMD DSC°HY THEW
“LAF(115="4 JAlK 123 Gl
MR {i3i=" KING" 638 IF Mg==v" 718 £L
338 BER SET YARIARLES £ GASUE 8
348 ¥=35@3 648 If BS="H° 0B [$="#" THER &l
358 CLSITOR P=1 70 :3{P)=:NEVT 0B Bis
P o38 CLSIPRINTERS: "YOUR FIFTE.LAS
368 FOR P=18 T0 13:04P-9)=@:HEYT 15 f1ascp

i
-

! 378 FOR M= T S:R{H)=R:NEXT MeF i
P 0F B=1 10 5:3{R)=9:NEXT R 2]
i3 i 388 Bi=Refp-B:fi=RrE2=Rsl=5: 0= BT
| 38 £
13 ! 398 Hei:nOSUR leie Feg
EL3E 343 489 FRINT3E4, *THUR FIRST CaRD I3 718
158 CLS:005u2 2280 P OGBS FRINT:

el
e
I
L
W
]

HT:PRIAS v ¥OU HISH §
GUNBSTIRRINTY 728 IF {5+
UR BETC:ERPUT {38 52545
428 IF 5138 T 748 G051

738 RETiRH
888 RER THi

818 PRINTSZ
HR G

[ S
[}

e N g ]
Lo b}

Lt ]

LR e o Y e

el ™l afE

67 48 If E3=
478 OF B3U3'Y® AHD B$O0°W° THER i
452 co8 BETUERS
64 486 [F B3="Y"THE® ROSUE 7i2 [ISE 908 RLW CHECK LIBIT FOR STICKING
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15?& F[E I TO 26 80X 29PN
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Yo CAKE TRIC
1688 IF £2{8
1638 PRINT:F
"JFOR 2= 10
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SOFT RELEASE

Spectrum

30 Tanx is certainly for military
hawks. This game for the Spectrum
includes some unusual features. You
sit at the controls of a mighty field gun,
with armoured shields each side of the
barrel. The aim may be adjusted in any
direction.

The enemy, in the shape of a series
of hostile tanks, trundles across a
bridge ahead, and it is up to you to
return their fire as effectively as
possible.

Despite the “3-D" title, the tanks
only move in a line from left to right in
front of you, but some illusion of depth
15 given by the changing perspective of
the gun barrel as you alter its elevation.

The setting-up procedure offers a
range of skill levels, and the choice of
unlimited or fationed ammunition, and
| was pleased to see that the player
can select the keys which will be used
for the game.

The omission of a high score feature
was disappointing, however, and
tended to make the game seem a little
aimless (no pun intended) after a
while.

3D Tanx will probably appeal if
you like precision shooting, but it
becomes repetitious and rather too
easy.

Spectrum (16K)

30 TANX. £4.95

D'k tronics, 23 Sussex Road,
Foreston,

Great Yarmouth, Norfolk.

Centipede

Centipede is virtually a direct replica
of the well-known arcade game in
which a fast-moving, multi-sectioned
monster winds its way down the
screen. When it meets a mushroom, it

reverses direction, dropping a line and
speeding up. Meanwhile, the player
blasts away with a missile gun,
shooting the loathsome beast into
smaller chunks, while trying to avoid a
mysterious bug which zig- zags across
the bottom of the screen.

You can move left or right as usual,
and the facility of moving the missile
base up the lower quarter of the screen
15 very useful at fimes.

This version of an old favourite is
quite accomplished and well presented.
The main drawbacks are the rather
slow finng rate at some stages of the
game and the fixed choice of keys used
for playing.

However, it holds the player's
interest well, and with practice, the
skilful can progress to controlling the
centipede’s path by shooting out stra-
tegic mushrooms.

Spectrum | 16K)

CENTIPEDE. £4.95

D'k tronics, 23 Sussex Road,
Goreston, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk,

BBC micro

View and
Wordwise (word
processors in ROM
- plug-in Read
Only Memory)

It is now possible to buy a variety of text
processors for the BBC Micro, which
range from simple string-handling pro-
grams to fully-fledged word processors.

The most advanced programs avail-
able so far are Acomsoft's View and
Wordwise from Computer Concepts,
both of which need operating system 1.0
or greater as they come in the form of

FJ

and Acornsoft's
an advanced one.

right
delete,

x
i=

1.0 or

modes, alt

words,

The #first item of software on =ma
£fView'

justification

There is full control of the printin
insert or

lied a= a 16k p
'It it takes up
® and you don't have
It is always in
see the Command Page come

only work on BBC Micros
later,

ordering View,

advantages

The word processor

Mode 7
which are seen
using the 80 characters per line di

Acornsoft's View, a ROM word processor.

offers a lo
The tem has au
will sea
move text.

x x.

the computer

but a suitabl
if required.

works with a
ives the bes

hrough a tex

plug-in ROMs.

View works in any screen mode, i.e.
20, 40 or B0 characters per ling, and
offers very fast SAVEing and LOADing
with discs, but has the disadvantage
that text files must be saved before they
can be printed — & lengthy process
indeed when using a cassette filing
system.

Wordwise is a little slower when
filing on disc but it does permit immediate
prntout, making it the winner with
cassettes.

The method of filing adopted means
that Basic programs which have been
*SPO0OLed from the machine may be
read info Werdiwise as text files, and
modified using full on-screen editing and
the search and replace functions.

Wordwise normally operates in the
Teletext 40 character per line mode, but
it is possible to preview short files in the
80 character Mode 3 before printing, to

see the final format The program is

menu-driven, which makes it easy for
beginners to use, and control codes can
be embedded anywhere within the text to
change the printing style.

View comes complete with an upgrade
operating system is required, while
Computer Concepts have been given a
supply of 1.2 ROMs by Acorn, which
they will have to sell for about £7.50.

Neither wordprocessor will access
external files to produce standard letters,
nor will they handle documents longes
than the space available in RAM, i.e. an
average of 4000 words, and we will
have to wait for a system that deals with
filing automatically as the computers
memory fills up.

Being plug-in ROMs, both Vew and
Wordwise can be resident in the
machine without taking up any memory
until they are called up by typing *VIEW
or *WORDWISE.

The BBC Micro will eventually be
able to handle up to 16 of these ‘paged’

v AT
e
1

st 2 AT 950

LLTiTegirgil

1
ik
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e e i

Words-1227
0 R T e L

Characters free-17408 1

ity Wordwise Example Document

L CE Page [p

0

j0 tit This ex

INTRODUCTION

anple document consists

mainly of parts of the WORDWISE msanual,
which was produced totally on WORDWISE.

It is assused

that the manual

has

al been read through and the reader

1%, 8

least, slightly familiar with

the gerweral structure of this word

ProCessor.

c It is intended that the user play

around with this text and experiment
with the various commands that are

littersd throughout.
the formatted text with Mernu

previswing

Remember when

option 7, pressing CTRL and SHIFT
together will stop the screen scrolling.

Computer Concepts’ rival chip Wordwise.

ROMs, although only four sockets are
available inside the machine so far, and
of these, two are likely to be taken up by
Basic and the disc operating system.

Hopefully, someone will make an
add-on board to allow the full 16 ROMs
to be installed, especially as there are
currently plans for a 'calc’-style spread-
sheet, a graphics package, machine code
aids, printer routines and the LISP and
FORTH languages in ROM.

Future releaes on casette will include
a touch-typing futor, more spreadsheets
and graphics aids and high-resolution
screen-dumps for printers. People will
soon be able to create their own
‘Viewdata' systems with a teletext
editor, and software will be available
via Ceefax and Prestel when the corre-
sponding adaptors are released by
Acorn.

There will soon be several databases
on disc and some business software is
on its way far disc users from Acomnsoft,
including a Sales Ledger, Payroll and
otock Control but rumour has it that
these may not be seen until later in the
year and that their release will coincide
with the appearance of a business

GOTO ... GOTO
GOTO winl!
YOURSELF...

system for the BBC machine.

Although there 15 now a lot in the
pipeline, the BBC Micro has got off to a
very sluggish start in generating software. In
fact it goes against all the trends recently
observed in the U.S. where software
tends to sell micros, rather than the other
way round. Witness the case of thousands
of Apple II's being bought to run Visicalc!

By a combination of good design and
being seen on television, the BBC com-
puter has managed to sell well, despite
the lack of good software to go with it.
There are certainly no innovative pro-
grams for the machine as yet, and BBC
fans who have waited months for their
micros to be delivered will have to be
patient a while longer if they crave
anything really mteresting to run on
them.

VIC-20
Alien Blitz

It is a tnp back in time, a faithful
reproduction of the original Space
Invaders arcade game, with no frills
(and precious few thrills); a retum to
the days when aliens advanced meekly
down the screen, but never broke
ranks, never peeled off in random
attacks, never gave vent to any sound
except a mechanical humming beat.

You control a laser base at the
bottom of the screen, firing upwards at
five ranks of aliens, who travers the
screen, advancing one row downwards
at the end of each traverse and
shooting as they come.

You avoid their missiles by moving
your laser to right and left, and by
sheltering behind the blockhouses that
provide some defence, but are eroded
by the shots of either side. Your score
proceeds by zapping an alient, with the
highest scores gained by hitting the
bleeping UFD that crosses the top of
the screen at random intervals. Three
laser bases in a tum are offered with
an extra base at 1000 points.

Perhaps one shouldn't criticise
Audiogenic for the concept and action
of the game, since they are merely
reproducing the very first arcade game
but it is bound to seem limited
compared to today's offerings. This is
compounded by their realisation of the
game which is unimaginative and
limited.

Only two colours are used; white
symbols on a bue background. Surely
each row of aliens could have been

THE VIC-20 TOP TWENTY

Position |Position| Software Title Code
Dec ‘82 |Jan '83
(1 1 Introduction To Basic | (P)
(2 2 Introduction To Basic i P)
(5 3 Hoppit G)
(3 4 Blitz G)
(4 J Sargon Il Chess A)
|6 B Adventureland A
3?[ 7 | Gordf G)
13 8 Engine Shed C)
sl Omega Race G}
L | R R | Mission Impossible (A)
(7) 1 Strategic Advance | A)
(28) | 12 Appletree and Birds (C)
- TR R Avenger (G
|8) 14 Star Battle |G
'IE!] 15 Vic Money Manager (B)
10 16 Jelly Monsters | 6)
14) 17 Vic Road User | (H
- 18 Gortek & The Microchips P
22) 19 Mastermind H
41) 20 Hobert Garner's Menu Planner H

Code: A = Aduft P = Programming H = Home Package B = Business
Package C = Child Education G = Games

WHICH MICRO? APRIL 7883

differentiated; or new colours used for
each wave of attacks? The use of
sound 15 equally unspectacular, every
alien and UFO at whatever stage of the
game disappears to the same feeble
bleep. Would 1t have been so hard to
have used a range of sound effects?

Effort has been put into some areas
needlessly, while there are inconsis-
tencies and shortcomings in others.
Ten levels of play are provided, but the
difference between them is infinitesi-
mal, and five would be sufficient.
Yet the method of selecting play level
is fiddly and error prone. Why is a new
laser base awarded at 1000 points,
but not subsequently? Couldn't the
highest score of the session be dis-
played?

The documentation preserves the
standands already established. It is
skimpy and somewhat flavoured with
errors. There are no instructions on
loading the game from cassette — very
necessary for the new user trying out
his first cassette game.

Scores are given for .each of the
four rows of aliens, but there are five
rows on the screen: Worst of all, there
is no warning or explanation of the
demonstration game. If 10 seconds
elapses without a game being started,
a silent, uninterruptible demo game is
enacted. The effect on the player is, to
put it mildly, bemusing!

Alien Bfitz s a disappointing,
overpriced experience. It creates the
impression that the unexpanded VIC-
20 puts a straight jacket on the games
developer. Thank goodness there are
software houses like Rabbit whao
consistently prove that this is not the
case and that flair and imagination is
possible in 5K
Alien Blitz from Audiogenic (£7.95
inc. VAT) is a machine code game
supplied on cassette for the unexpan-

ded VIC-20.

Chess Game

This cassette is nicely presented with
the program recorded twice on both
sides in case of loading difficulties.
However, my copy has loaded success-
fully every time. Audiogenics have also
thoughtfully removed the tabs at the
back of the cassette so that your
favourite nephew cannot accidently
record over the program while trying to
load it.

Once loaded the screen displays a
very clear chessboard and pieces.
Initially you are white, though hitting
the stop key changes your side to
black. If you play several games in a
row you altemate colours automatically.

In addition to the chess board, the
screen displays two clocks, one for
your moves and the other for the
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computer's. The level of play is also
shown (there are 10 levels, zero to
nine) and you can change this at any
time by keying ‘S’ and the required
level number.

When the program is loaded it is
set at level 1. The display also shows
how many half-moves ahead the Boss
1s considening. Finally the screen shows
how many moves both players have
made.

All the above information is dis-
played in a clear and uncluttered way,
which goes to show what can be done
on a screen of restricted character
width.

You enter your moves using the
usual algebraic notation, e g E2E4. If
the move is illegal it doesn’t happen!
Otherwise your move is displayed on
the screen (as E2-E4 for the above
example) and your piece is moved. An
arrow whizzes up and down the screen
to indicate that the Boss is thinking
about the next move. When the Boss
moves the appropriate algebraic nota-
tion is displayed. When a king is in
check a '+ sign is displayed after the
notation,

Check mate is announced by the
word MATT appearing in place of the
notation. {MATT because the program
is of German origin).

Clear instructions for using the
program are printed on a card accom-
panying the cassette. The only feature
that is missing is the ability to set up a
position for analysis.

When | first loaded Boss | sat
down confidently to give it a thrashing.
Ten moves later | had lost! After five
more lost games in as many minutes |
was rather shaken. | swallowed a
black coffee and my pride, then
switched to level zero,

This time the games lasted longer
but | still lost. However there was light
at the end of the tunnel. After a few
more games at level zero | managed to
win.

Mulling over my games with the
Boss | realised that the Boss is unfor-
giving, never letting you get away with
a mistake. My human opponents, out
of respect for my play, would suspect
a trap rather than a mistake on my
part. | gradually started to evolve a
strategy to beat the Boss. | have now
won several games at level one. My
next challenge is level two {where the
Boss spends all of 15 secs thinking
about the next move).

-1 think that | have begun to
understand the Boss and its style. My
conclusion is that it is a sucker for
sacrifices. Whereas | normally am a

ALSO:-

SYSRES

A PROGRAMMER'S AID
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defensive player who waits for his
opponent to make a mistake | now
attack the Boss aggressively. By
diverting the Boss with sacrifices, |
rely on pushing ever onward for a quick
‘matt,

It's altered my style of play, (my
wife says my personality as well) but
I've had lots of fun and a better
challenge than from my nephew.

The Boss costs £14.95 inc VAT
from Audiogenic.

Great Britain Ltd

| am sure that to a great extent, the
popularity of computer games is fost-
ered by the inherent megalomania of
most of the players. Simon Hessel has
recognized this charactenstic and ex-
ploits it in Great Britain Ltd.

The game aims to take you out of
your mundane existence as a sub-
manne captain or spaceship pilot and
put you in the hot seat of No. 10
Downing Street.

It is a complex and challenging
game; indeed, if you share my tendency to
armechair punditry | would advise you
to practise the game in private before
atempting to show off your political
skills.

Running the country is a lot harder
than it looks. After doing to the country
in five minutes what most govemments
could not manage in 10 years — and all
with the family chortling over my
shoulder — | know I'll never again be
able to win a political argument at
home.

After waiting for the program to
load — and it is quite a wait — you are
requested to enter your name and
which of the four main political parties
you wish to represent.

After sorting out who you are the
computer tells you the current state of
the nation, the most important figures
being inflation, unemployment, the
exchange rate, the country’s current
account balance and the vital popularity
rating.

After a further briefing in the shape
of an index-linked “shopping basket"
you actually get your hands on the
levers of economic policy. Successive
categonies of taxation and benefits are
displayed in & clear and colourful
format, and any of these may be
altered as you think fit.

Having completed the bread and
butter of your annual budget you have
the option of nsking a few hundred
million on the possibility of a social
reform being recognised.

These reforms are a real gamble
since there is no guarantee of a return
on investment, but the potential elec-
toral benefits are extremely tempting.

When your policy is fully shaped,
the computer calculates the effect over
the next year, amid a burst of mechan-

ical noises and flashing messages. The
less successful you are, the more you
will hear from the news media, who
keep right up to date with civil unrest
and party rebellions.

The new state of the country is
now displayed, and the effect of your
policies revealed. The game continues
until a general election must be held.

Verisimilitude is maintained with
an opportunity to boost your popularity
by lying as effectively as possible in
your manifesto, and the nerve-wracking
process of “Election Night” commences.

The game scores heavily over its
competitors in the sheer number of
vanables it takes into account. It is
about as complex as such a program
can be on a home computer, but is still
a game rather than a serous simulation.

Providing this is born in mind,
Great Britain Ltd is an absorbing and
thought-provoking game which exercises
the mind rather than the fingers, yet
without becoming dry and academic.

Since it can be listed {on my BBC
version at least), it is also possible to
examine the programming techniques
and algonthms involved.

Excellent value for money.

Game: GREAT BRITAIN LTD.
Supplier: SIMON W. HESSEL SOFT-
WARE.

Computer. ZX SPECTRUM 48K, BBC
MICRO 32K, ZX81 16K

Price: £5.95 including V.A.T.

Business

Information Management Systems

It may come as a surprise, but the
micro software industry has a problem.
It's not the potential size of the market
— that's expected to exceed £3 billion
before 1985; nor is it the potential
applications — there are already well
over 5000 different packages avadable

The problem is in becoming, and
remaining, one of the elite group of
two or three separate packages that
always emerge to dominate any one
application area.

For example, word processing on a
general purpose business micro, IS
dominated by WordStar, Spell Binder,
and PeachText probably in that order.
During the last year, however, Spail
Binder has become increasingly popu-
lar, and has closed the gap between it
and WordStar quite considerably,

The rewards for the elite few are
extensive; the remainder will list only
as "also rans”. :

Other examples of this market
polarisation can be seen in the domina-
tion of spreadsheet analysis by Visial
SuperCalc and PlannerCalc: the
domination of data management sys-
tems by Compsoft's OMS and the
American oBase /1 and FMSED: and
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accounting systems by Jarman, Ped-
mede and Tabs systems.

The initial problemn for each designer is
how to get ahead and then stay ahead
of his rivals; but this is compounded by
the inevitable levelling effect of contin-
uous improvement.

As any two products get better and
better, so do the effective differences
between them get fewer and fewer.
Each designer is then forced to look for
new and onginal approaches that
might, for & while at least, maintain a
general competitive edge over his
rivals.

One obvious method is to improve
the user interface, and, in fact a
growing tendency towards this Is
already discemible.

The new version of VisiCale for
example, has considerably extended
"help files”; while Jim Taylor, Ashton
Tate's senior product manager in
charge of oBase /[ has recently
confirmed to us that imminent new
versions of dBase I will also carry
improvements in this area

Even Gary Kildall, the author of that
most unfrendly of all unfriendly opera-
ting systems, CF/M has recently
released version 3.0 (CP/M Plus),
designed to “simplify the user interface of
the operating system” and including
“a help facility to explain operating
system commands and how to use
them" .

There will come a time, however,
when even this latest trend will cease
to be effective, and further solutions
will be needed.

But perhaps the beginnings of the
next approach are already visible, and
referred to by some designers as “fourth
generation” software; that is, integra-
ted business systems. The whaole
concept can be neatly described by the
persistent rumour of just such a
development of MicroPro.

MicroPro's cument products include
WordStar, Datastar, CalcStar, Spell-
Star and Formgen; each one of which
15 compatible with the others. The
rumour is that of the development of a
new package, which will perhaps be
called Starburst and be released in
the new year.

Starburst will basically provide a
main menu controlling all the other
systems. In other words, entry to
WordStar or CalcStar, DataStar or
Formgen, will be all controlled as
menu options from within Starburst

Although this concept is new, the
UK software house Graham-Dorian
Software Systems has already become
first off the mark with the GOSS
Information Management System.

GOSS is the UK's main supplier for
the FM5E0 file management package,
which is undoubtedly one of the more
powerful systems of its kind currently
available. In fact, the power and
versatility of FMSED enables it to be
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the organising software behind the
whole IMS concept.

Two main features make this pos-
sible: the FMS programming language,
and the ability to produce user menus
from within the system. IMS provides
a master menu from which any one of
15 options (including entry into a
complete mtegrated accounting system as
well as several major sub-levels of
FMS itself) may be selected.

Graham-Dorian’s IMS is supplied
on a series of four discs. Each disc
contains one or more of the different
subystems (each of which is a major
stand-alone application in its own
right)that can be accessed from the
master menu.

Thus, where FMSED is used as the
systems disc in one drive, the second
drive should contain discs 2, 3 or 4
depending on whether Business Man-
agement, Business Accounting, or Word
Processing 15 required.

Further Business Planning software
is supplied on the same disc as
FMS80.  and comprses MicroPro's
CaleStar, and PlanB0 from Business
Planning Systems Inc.

The word processing software is
MicroPro's WordStar together with
MaiiMerge and SpeliStar for automated
proof-reading, while the Business
Accounting is Graham-Dorian's own
Integrated Accounts System.

Management

The last group of software, Busi-
ness Management is a project
management and time scheduling pro-
gram from Organic Software; Micro-
stat a library of statistical programs
from Ecosoft Inc; and Personal Date-
book, a time scheduling program from
Digital Marketing.

The basic concept is that the user
may enter any one of these packages
directly from the IMS master menu,
which is itself initially invoked by
typing FMS MENU MASTER at the
keyboard, and then be returned auto-
matically to the menu for reselection
as soon as use of that option has been
completed.

The system reviewed was supplied
by Graham-Dorian on a Sirius 1 with a
Small Systems Engineering Z80 card
installed.

ACT ( Sirius) was guick to point out
that there is already plenty of alternative
16-bit software available, including
the rival dBase /f and their own newly
launched Pufsar accounting systems,
that can take full advantage of the 16-
bit processor within the Sirius.

Everything in the GDSS IMS except
FMSEQ itself, however, is also avail-
able in 16-bit format, and by the time
this article is printed, we can expect
the whole system, including FMSECD,
to be available directly on the 16-bit
Sinus.

Win £20 worth
of software

The Which Micro? team have often thought that there was a need for a
more comprehensive software list. Thinking about the problem we found
that we could not come up with an all inclusive listing.

There are simply too many programs and too many computers. Our
contributors could compile a list for their own computers, they could not
compile one that would include, with any degree of accuracy, any of the
others.

After giving the problem a lot of thought we think we have come up with
the solution. We would like you to tell us about your favourite programs.

With this in mind we have printed a coupon below, Please fill it in and
send it off to us. If you want to tell us about more than one program write it
all down on a separate piece of paper.

The first five names out of the bag each manth will get software
vouchers worth £20.

And if you feel that the program warrants more comment than we have
left space for why not write us a short review labout 200 to 250 words). If
the review is published in Soft Release we will pay you our normal
freelance rates,

When we have collated enouah information we will publish a list of the
programs and the ratings that you have sent in. The list will be updated
each month.

We want to hear from YOU so please drop us a line. You never know but
your next program could come courtesy of Which Micre?

1
Emmnie o e e SR i
I T o e e e R M e e T R R e ! i
|
I .......................................................... 1

FORTRE o s Ea e COMPUTER. S1ZE OF PROGRAM .. ... K

Please mark each section on a scale of 1 to 10.

Quality of program instructions?

Sound etc),

Does the program hold your attention?

How does the program rate against others of the same type?
Was it easy to learn and use?

Is the program well packaged?

Do you consider it good value for money?

Overall Mark.
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I Does the program make good use of your computers facilities? {Graphics,
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SYSRES For
COMMODORE

Commodore users will probably say they have heard it
all before — but nothing like this claims Barry Miles

g have come a long way from
Wthe days when Renumberers in

BASIC were being sold for over
£50.00, and it was even possible for a
Basic Renumberer 1o sell in Amenca,
which left you to change the GOTO s,
GOSUB's and RUN's yourself manually,
and for its author to claim in pnnt in a
magazine that this had positive advan-
tages!

Nowadays, we take for granted the
existence of what have become known
as "Toolkt” functions, although, inter-
estingly enough, there are new mach-
ines coming out without these facifities,
and even the very user-friendly COMAL
language for the Commodore machines
contains minimal help of the Renum-
ber, Delete, and Automatic numberer
varety.

Commodore enthusiasts will have
lost count ot the programming auds
available, and indeed may be inclined
to produce a large yawn at the thought
of yet another. However, this one is
different!

Sysres is entirely for the benefit of
the programmer — it containg no run-
time modules offering such conveni-
ences as PRINT USING, which is a
facility of some other packages, notably
"Commando”.

Also, unusually nowadays, the
package is not available on an EPROM
for plugging into the already overcrow-
ded spare sockets in the machine.

What you get is a simple Master
diskette, from which you prepare up to
three Boot diskettes which are uncopi-
able, and cannot be used for any other
filtes, because of the unusual way m
which they are formatted.

This approach to security is very
handy, because, as Solidus say, the
provigion of three Boot disks should
cover all usual accidents, and yet this
method gives them some protection
against piracy.

The Boot disk offers a menu so that
you can choose where the program is
to load, and it is even possible to load
part or all of the program into RAM if

you have it at S39000 { perhaps in the
torm of Instant Rom). This facility
gives you a way of reducing memory
usage.

And there are no peculiarities about
the programs written with the aid of
this package, so they are fully trans-
portable.

The manual, and the advertising
{which contains much knocking- copy
aimed at "' Power”), suggest that over
1000 new functions are added fo
Basic.

Sceptics will not take this seriously,
and in fact one soon discovers that this
is a function of the wide range of
choices available in the FIND and
CHANGE commands.

It seems a pity to overstate the
case like this, because the simple fact
i5 that this package needs no such
hype. It has been painstakingly put
tagether by a programmer determined
to reduce the work involved in pro-
gramming to an ahsolute and enjoyable
minimum.

The package abounds in carefully-
thought-out facilities, which enrich the
programmer's range of possible ways
of operating.

The loose-leaf manual is written in
technical style, and has been designed

to be a complete reference-work,
section by section, so that the reader
will find many parts repeated. This
does no harm at all, because speed of
reference is increased, since every
command is fully dealt with. The
number of features is impossible to
examing fully in an aricle of this
length, but | will do my best.

Sysres enables you to edit text files
as if they were BASIC programs, and
to save and load them to and from disk
at will. The program provides auto-
repeat functions, and these operate at
different speeds according to whether
the keys are cursor-control keys or
other: the former repeat after 1/3 of a
second, and then repeat rapidly.

Others repeat after %4 of a second,
and then repeat at half speed.

The listing of a program may be
scrolled up and down, which is very
convenient for editing, and this function is
available from within the Machine
Language Monitor, which is useful for
examining a Basic program whilst
staying in the Monitor environment.

You may produce a printed copy of
the screen's contents at any time, by
holding down both Shift Keys, and
pressing OFF/RVS.

An enhanced Dos support system

has been added, giving very convenient
access to the disk, the @, ! |left
arrow, and > keys, may be used,
interchangeably, and commands have
been improved and added.

Thus “ @ U” resets the disk drive,
and " @[ lista a disk file, without
disturbing the program resident in the
machine at the time.

When programs are being listed to
the printer, a small range of set-up
commands enables you to use CBM or
ASCIl printers, and the ASCI printer
does its best to overcome its deficien-
cies: it prints text in lower case, and
Keywords in upper; it oversinkes the
zero with a slash to distinguish it from
the letter "0, and also over-strikes
systems to represent special characters in
the CBM character set.

Shifted unrepresented letters, like
CBM graphics, are printed with the
unshifted characters, underfined. List-
ings are also printed in pages, 60 lines
to the page. and then skipping B lines,
although these parameters, like many
others, are changeable at your option.

You may also specity a formatted
listing, in which case each command
i5 listed on a different line, FOR NEXT

loops are indented, and line numbers |

are nght-justified.
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The program is powerful in the
FINDING and CHANGING, facilities
provided. The extra options not found
in any other system make this particu-
farly pleasant to use. The ability to find
strings or keywords occurring only at
the beginning or end of lines of Basic,
and to display only if found in the
command area, but neither in data
statements nor quotes nor in rems, are
helpful indecd. The use of "wild
cards” s search stmngs is also
attractive.

One of two imaginative features of
the package is the way the need to
type file names when doing file
manipulations has been efiminated.
The commands all work directly from
the directory display, and you do not
need to remove the information or
numbers of blocks and file type before
getting the results you need.

The needs of copying have been
particularly well met, in that a very
simple set of four key strokes against
the directory display will arrange for
the file fo be copied from its existing
drive onto the one specified.

In order to copy many files, you will
want to take advantage of the facility
to Set Keys, of which more later.
Those whoe have more than one disk
unit will regret that the facility to copy
between units is not available with this
command,

Multiple scratching is equally easily
accomplished. However, you may also
appreciate the fact that the disk drive
will buffer one copy command, so that
speed is aided.

Really serious manipulation of files
requires that you take advantage of
many of the special functions of
Sysres. Thus you will want to load the
directory as a program, then renumber
the “program” in steps of 1, thus
enabling you to scroll up and down the
list of files, scratching and copying the
files at very high speed.

Listing of Seguential and Relative
files is easily accomplished, with the
list being sent either to the screen or to

the printer. Relative records are listed
field by field, and Record numbers are
displayed.

The Renumber command takes four
parameters, so that blocks may be
selectively renumbered, and therefore
moved. This aids neat program devel-
opment, and is very attractive for the
tidy—minded programmer who always
wants to start Subroutines at a
recognisable place, and would like to
put the onginal program i chronological
order, and then move code around to
optimise speed.

Remarks and spaces can all be
removed by judicious use of the
Change command, which offers the
chance of removing the remainder of a
line after finding the string specified.
Thus f you always put your Remarks
on separate lines, or at the end of
lines, there is no problem in speeding
up the run-time version of your
program.

The Digk Unit Device number may
be changed by a single command.
Append and Merge functions are both
provided. Breaking to the Machine
Language Monitor is achieved without
the incrementation of the Stack pointer,

each time the Monitor is accesed, and
the Monitor is properly initialised so
that an accidental “g" instruction is
not disastrous. The "0ld” command
does an “"Un-new . .

The EXEC command is one of the
most interesting to use. It permits the
machine to follow a set of instructions
from a Sequential file, as if they are
being typed into the keyboard. The
possible uses for this are legion, but
some obvious ones are to enter
program generated lines; to set up
“Key" functions, including multiple
ling ones 1.e. Instant Subroutines; and
to preset variables to desired values.

In addition. you may use a file to
supply input to a program when
debugging, and the manual helpfully
explains how you may get around the
problem of encountering the “GET”
command. Users would appreciate
many more illustrations of how this
command might be put to good use.

The Trace provided i1s a wvery
sophisticated one. The screen displays
the current operation and the previous
five. In addition the new values of
variables being set by LET statements
may be shown, as may the starting
variables for loops.

However, the display is not cluttered-
up by commands which are usually of
minor interest, e.g. GET, READ, INPUT
and NEXT, although this can easily be
accomplished by reassignment of the
variable concemed.

Tracing takes place at a variable
speed, and may be held off and rein-
stated at will. Finally it can be sent to
your printer! Clever design extends to
this feature, and in that when vanables
are being traced to the pninter, they are
flagged by means of the ">"" symbol,
for easy identrfication.

The KEY command is very versatile,
especially if used in a labour-saving
fashion, by using the EXEC command
to do the work for you. Any shifted key
may be set to represent any Basic or
SYSRES keyword, and up to 15 may
be defined as a stning of up to 255
characters.

The commands can come onto the
screen in full or in the normal abbrevi-
ated form, and all keys have a detault
function if not changed. The manual is

“f ;:;ﬂf, don’'t you think that film Tron is a bit far-fetched. ”

extremely helpful in describing the
limitations of this function, and also
shows how 1o get the best out of it

In particular, | found the ability to
set up strings containing SYSRES
functions o be a real advantage.
Debugging applications would include
setting keys to provide standard input
to answer INPUT commands in the
program.

The thoughtful designer has arran-
ged for inverted commas and Camiage
Returns to be represented by shifted
“0° and shifted 2", thus saving
much typing of "CHRS{".

People who like to keep saving their
program at frequent intervals will find
the example of how to do this with,
say, shifted " @ " instructions.

It is worth looking at what has
been left out since this is the
inevitable question. Firstly, a HEX to
Decimal conversion routine would have
been welcome, although of course,
this, plus any other small routine you
may care to mention, can be activated
by use of a specially defined KEY.

Similarly, one might have hoped
to have been able to DUMP arrays.
You can of course write a small
amount of code to do this, but that will
be peculiar to a particular program,
and it is 50 much more pleasant to be
ghle to do this kind of thing automa-
tically.

LOS 36 Enhanced by SM Software,
SM KIT, and PDAS, have shown the
way, so it is no longer satistactory to
claim that "It is too diticult”, as the
designers of the onginal Toolkit did.

The glaring omission is that there is
no spooling facility, to enable programs
ta be printed out from a disk file, while
the computer is being used for some
other purpose.

It would be pleasant to make full
use of the fact that the disk units have
their jown micro-processors, and nof
having to wait for the printer to stop
aperation 15 attrachve.

The ommission is all the more
surprising because of the great care
which has been taken to make the
listing facility a good one, and to
accommodate a large variety of printers.

Perhaps it is a question of running
out of space, since it is desirable for
the package to be kept within bounds,
especially for users of 16k machines.

A Rapid Reference Guide would
also be useful, although the summanes of
commands given on vanous pages in
the reference manual lend themselves
to such use.

These criticism apart, the package
s truly a valuable one, and the
attention to detail is of the highest
order, as witnesed by the use of
special vanables for Camiage Return
and for Inverted Commas, and the ease
of use of the directory-onentated
commands.

It is with pleasure that | report that
a version for the Commodore 64 is
already being prepared which cunningly
occupies no RAM area, and it is to be
hoped that additional versions will
appear for other new machines from
Commodore. IR
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Access time: The time taken
from the moment of execut-
ing an instruction to call for
data to the moment when the
data has been stored in the
appropriate location. (eg.
magnetic tape has a longer
access time than magnetic
disc).

Address: The position in
which items of information
are stored inside the compu-
ter's memory.

Alphanumeric: Letters and

numbers mixed.

Applications: These are the
things that you can actually
do with the help of a compu-
ter. Application programs are
written to be applied in a
particular context: word pro-
cessing, financial model-ling
etc.

Assembler: A conversion
program to change assembly
language into binary code
which can then be read by the
computer.

Basic: A high level language
(close to written English)
used by many micros. The
name is an acronym for
Beginner's All-purpose Sym-
bolic Instruction Code.

Binary: A numeric system
involving two possibilities in
which the only digits used are
O and 1.

Bit: The smallest piece of
information in a computer.
The word comes from Binary
Digit. A bit is therefore either
Corl.

Bus: A number of wires that
‘bus’ (carry) the signal around
a computer.

Byte: A group of bits (usually
eight in microcomputers)
operated as one unit.

Cassette: Same as a music
cassette, Stores information
as sounds using magnetic tape
cassettes.

Chip: A complicated elec-
tronic circuit etched on a shiver
of silicon. It can be used as
the CPU, forthe user's program
memory, or for the computer's
internal instructions.

Compiler: A program which
converts instructions from a
computer language into

Terms used in this issue

machine operations.

CP/M: A Control Program for
Microcomputers. The best
known and most widely com-
patible operating system. If a
machine has CP/M there is a
good chance that a lot of
software will be available.

CPU: Central processing unit
— the part of a computer which
obeys the instructions of a
program.

Crash: The result of a hard-
ware or software malfunction
usually when a program loses
control of the operating system.

Cursor: A (sometimes flashing)
blob or line which indicates
the point on the screen at
which the next character will
appear.

Data page: Usually a set of
programs which make it easy
to handle data in different
ways. A substitute for a filing
system, so that information
can be put in, cross referenced,
altered, and got out.

Disc: Similar in looks to a
plastic 45 pop record. Infor-
mation is recorded on to it for
later retrieval [other name
‘floppy disc’).

Disc Drive: A machine used
to write on to and read from
disecs.

End-user; The person who
buys a machine and sits at the
keyboard.

Graphics: The ability to dis-
play pictures as well as words
on the VDU, "Block’ or ‘low-
resolution” graphics give a
rather crude picture; "high-
resolution’ graphics are much
more life-like.

Hard copy: A permanent form
of computer joutput usually
coming in the form of printout
from a printer.

Hardware: The physical parts
of a computer system. If you
can break it, it's hardware.

I/O or Interface: Input and
Output. The way in which a
computer ‘talks’ and listens
to equipment connected to it
1e. printers, monitors etc. The
most common interface is the
RS232.

K: An abbreviation of Kilo-

byte. 1K is 1024 bytes, not
1000.

Machine code: Instructions
to the machine reduced to
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their final binary form so that
the circuitry can treat them as
switches or gates. All higher
level codes have to be trans-
lated into this by an interpreter.

Metwork: Linking several
computers together in order
to share common facilities.

Operating System: The pro-
gram which handles communi-
cation between the user and
the computer.

Package: A program which is
bought ‘complete’ ie without
need of programming. It will
carry out useful general func-
tions such as word processing.

Program: A set of instructions
to the computer sufficient to
produce some desired result.
There must be a beginning,
middle and end.

RAM: Random Access
Memory. You can write in-
formation on it as well as read
from it. It is memory that is
available as a blank page.

ROM: Read Only Memory.
You can get information or
instructions from it but not
put any on it. This is like a
printed book of information
which can be read but not
written on.

Scroll: A method of moving
the display up and off the
screen to make room for more
text at the bottom.

Software: Programs which
control the computer’s activity.
This is the brain which is
placed into the machine's
hardware body to make it
perform.

VDU: Visual Display Unit; the
screen on which you see your
dialogue with the computer.
An ordinary tv is often used,
but a special computer ‘moni-
tor’ gives a better display.

Winchester: Now a generic
term for hard discs. That is
discs in a rigid form com-
pared to the usual “floppy
disc’. On a Winchester more
information can be stored and
the time taken to retrieve the
said information is fasterthan
using floppies. Winchester
was the place that |IBM de-
veloped these discs and the
name became synonymous
with hard discs. B
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~ ZX81 SPECTRUM KEYBOARDS
With Repeat Key With Double Shift Key

ard Keyboard
ﬁ‘ﬁg ﬂ:ehscﬂtt?'fr:fge: of ma:?:'lin& Kayde Deluxe Keyboard

although it does not accommodate This keyboard has also been designed for both types of
the computer inside. Our X computer, but this time it will allow you to fit your computer
keyboard will open and close e gﬂﬁiﬂ_ﬂ. and has the advantage of a full size space bar. The
quite simply, all you will S i Peclrum version again requires no soldering. Qur ZX81
to do is plug in the connector. < £ G5t Version needs just o simele soig: oidering. Our ZX81
In addition o this the ZX81 has a repeat key.
version requires two simple miCe
solder connections. It comes
complete in altplari:_ii ﬂa_’ﬂ!_g 1:3%%?%@”
with fitting instructions. £Ao :
With Repeat Key £37.95 :‘:ﬂ? l:rIET i
- % 10tally the same design as B b
i . Course :r.{;u will :l[]nw ;?a':'.'::-,g; I':l-:-J; & ”:::Lht:':lm of
Kayde Super Plug-in Keyboard . .Tf'r:'-".'ﬂ YOUF MEching into a very powerful
This is the ultimate keyboard. Allowing you to fit : L \ COMBUTET.
ter inside. Simply plug it into the ] : ) § e
nch s at the rear of yo T - P, - :
u will n_l.'_llr__fl 110 C .
and agﬂiFIJ?l"rIQ%'?!];Iﬂi'|d|:é'r5|l.::l'_.:::|l'|1-'|._-.r;. | rE-F\.EI-!j;t Ky g L ‘I-. : “.ﬂ}fda Spaﬂtrum 35K Ram el
All our l‘i"-“'J-'L‘"fIE'llr':JE- ara n:.:ji full 5_}_.}12. They will allow T e Ty o (issue 2
ga all gther add-ons. ¥y N mo exirs o e i AR, ot iy - itk ; P 48 bl :
DOWET, I:rﬁjinjrg:ﬂzﬁ-:!hu:ﬂ 'arﬁnjl?ésr;-i-.-;:j o 4 _ | e L P o e E"-q:llll.! FIJIF'ITE ::r{rl:;r o _I.r-_:;.;rglr_yau » 1o i=r||_1|uFI|I'l_1-;_I-EIP'-.. It
complate with a guarantea. et i P ol
connectors, No soldering required.

E49.895
A Fithing senice lor aur keyboards i available
upan request, for an exira cost of £4.00, 1o cover
Fackaging & Postage.
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of memary. You should vy hane 10 This madule will fi naqri.,
pne 16K Ham Pack far your £ AS”, and allows the souny oo . I"SI08 your Specir,
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Spectrum Software

. _ : Tobor...... (48K

: : Quicksilva SpeakEasy. °
Kayde 4K Graphics ROM L ChessPlayer
This comes complete with a pre-programmed 4K 1 TimeGata, .. " = O
3 . and will give you 450 exira : Jmelaate... £6,
graphics. The board has a5 for e r 2K of EE”JUH'?M&HI.‘I t:,:hl B el AT
RAM (for user definable graphics) 4K of RAM or our - LOEMOSs ...
4K Tool Kil. The entire board will it neally inside e, . 4 Fausts Fﬂ'"‘y‘
YOLII COmpter, o T i E s T, AUSLST
A Free Fitting service is available upon request, SR Hewson Constultants. .. N L* hitfl |ght- :

ak Graphies Board. ... ... ..ol 0L E2985 ; Plus I'ﬂ'ts more.
4K Tool Kit .. .. .. E9.5

5. AOM and Characler Generator .

sefte comeanennns E10.85 It you would like us to see your own original programs or
S S simply like to know more about our software or
hardware, then write to-

Mail Order & Showroom: New Showroom:
Kayde Electronic Systems Ltd. Kayde Home Computers Ltd.

The Conge 1 Station Approach
Great Yarmouth New Eltham

Norfolk NR30 1PJ London SE9
Tel: (0493) 55253/57867 Tel: 01-859 7505

ALL MAIL ORDERS == DON'T FORGET YOU CAN ALWAYS ORDER
TO: KAYDEELECTRONICSYSTEMSLTD, . ON THE TELEPHONE WITH YOUR CREDIT

DEPT.WM2, THE CONGE, GREAT YARMOUTH, E CARD. DEALERS WELCOME.
NORFOLK NR30 1PJ I

*| enclose a chegue/postal ordar payable (o K4 YDE Electronic Systams Lid, for

E..........."Please charge 1o my Accass/Barclaycard/ Trustcard account no,

*Plaa ."-::l::u'l'u::-lr_".t& | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
as applicabla,

Signatune

Mame: MeeMrs/Miss] | L L LT L L L L LR |

1
Please allow £2.00 PAP for all Hardware 50p for all software, _J.. I




In your quest
for a life
somewhere Iin
the universe
your ship is
damaged and you
must repair it.

For this you
need Grittan
stones found only
on the planet of
Kalium. To collect
the stones you
must outwit and
destroy robots that
defend the cities.

Brilliant animation
and colour used in
this 24K machine
code game written
for the 48K Spectrum.
A really original and
addictive game.

COMING SOON:

3D Starwars |
Checkman Elfin Software,
= Hudson House,

3D Game Hunt Battery Road,
Pilot Gt. Yarmouth,

Post coupon now to:

Pacman

Jawz Please rush me a copy of Tobor
Dealer ennuiries welcome O 48K Spectrum £7.95 + 25p p&p

;
f
i
NR30 3NN §
.
!
|
!

*Please debit my Barclaycard/Access
| enclose Cheque/P.O. for £

i
% *Delete as applicable l
2 ) R
5 : ﬁg;’/;u e/fy‘{'f’ffffﬂf' e IR
2 O HUDSON HOUSE
1 19 BATTERY ROAD Address: L o
| D1 Pl GT. YARMOUTH
= SOFTWARE NR30 3NN RERIERRI L = T SR T ) ki, s el GXI

TEL.: (0493) 53170
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THE WISE MAN'S CHOICE

......

' iE softv expanding!
There is now a choice of four
operating systems for the
machines. The standard UCSD
p-System (complete with Pascal,
FORTRAN, and BASIC compilers)
is now available in a multi-user
form for the SAGE |V which has
ports for six users.

ic

~ system gives superb high speed,
~ high resolution graphics in eight
colours. i ;

MicroAPL offer their MIRAGE
APL system on SAGE com:-
puters, and again the SAGE
delivers performance only
previously found on mainframe

Every SAGE shipped is complete with ONE
YEARS ON-SITE SERVICE from GCS Engineering
who have over 120 field engineers, so 24 HOUR
CALLOUT means just that.

or timesharing systems.

SAGE Il

SAGE is affordable! SAGE prices start at under
£3000 and a typical 4 user system complete with
Winchester disc AND terminals is under £7500.

Wise men need to be convinced! Call your local
dealer today.

TDI LIMITED, 29 ALMA VALE ROAD, BRISTOL BS8 2HL. TEL: 0272-742796




The new
P-600

... agreat
performer.



Steals
the show

The WP-6000 plays three major réles for
Word-Processing in the modern office,
printing :
Letter Quality at 150 cps
Correspondence Quality at 205 cps
Draft Quality at 275 cps
For an ‘encore’ it produces:
High Resolution Graphics at 144 x 144
dots/inch and also features :
Friction, tractor and single sheet
paper feed.
Three resident character sets.
Character downloading by user.
Proportional spacing, full justification,
subscripts, superscripts, italics, all
selectable on demand.
For further details of this Great Performer
please contact your nearest distributor
or write direct to :
Anadex Ltd, Weaver House, Station Road,

Hook, Basingstoke, Hants., RGZ7 3JY
Tel: (025672) 3401 Tx: 858762

ANADEX AUTHORISED UK
DISTRIBUTORS (Head offices)

Anglia Peripherals NORWICH Tel: 0603 21117
Comart Ltd HUNTINGDON Cambs

Tel: 0480 215005

C.5. Scotland GLENROTHES Fife

Tel: 0592 773710

Data Design Techniques Ltd WELWYN
GARDEN CITY Herts Tel: 07073 34774

Data Efficiency Ltd HEMEL HEMPSTEAD Herts
Tel: 0442 60155

Informex — London Ltd LONDOM SE13
Tel: 01 318 4213

Keytech Engineering Ltd MANCHESTER Lancs
Tel: 061 834 9244

Kode Ltd CALNE Wilts Tel: 0249 B13TT1
Linburg Electronics Ltd DUNFERMLINE Fife
Tel: 0383 732231

Midlectron Ltd BELPER Derby

Tel: 077 382 BB11

Morthamber Ltd ESHER Surrey Tel: 0372 62071
Riva Terminals Ltd WOKING Surrey

Tel: 04862 71001

Robox (Office Equipment) Ltd GLASGOW
Strathclyde Tel: 041 221 5402

Stack Computer Services Ltd BOOTLE
Merseyside Tel: 051 333 5511

Taylor-Wilson Systems Ltd SOLIHULL

W. Midlands Tel: 05645 6192

Wilkes Computing Ltd BRISTOL Avon

Tel: 0272 25921

PRESTEL

UNDER

ATTACK

Connect your micro to Prestel for £5 a quarter and
kiss Micronet goodbye

Birmingham Which Computer?

Show — Apple’s new Lisa office
workstation, (reviewed last month),
which draws a desktop on a tv screen,
and plays cat and mouse with files,
waste-paper bins, pieces of drawing
paper and a clock.

It's similar to a high-resolution
monochrome Bit-Stik system, and
draws graphs and pie-charts without
your needing any knowledge of pro-
gramming languages.

But one other stand made a show
impact — with hardly any product to
display. That was the infamous
Micronet 800 — everyone has heard

There was only one star of the

And who has had their enquiry ack-
nowledged so far/

Can it really be that Micronet's
been so overwhelmed by applications
to join that there hasn't been time to
process the tens of thousands of
enquiries? At least that's what they
claim.

The Micronet people are offering a
moulded plastic coupler, into which
you insert your telephone receiver.
The coupler plugs into the RS232 or
423 socket in your BBC, TRASH-80
(whoops, sorry . . . TRS-80), Pet,
Sirius, or Apple cassette port.

Then you receive computer pro-
grams straight off the phone, and

straight into your micro. British Telecomr

started the 1dea ages ago themselves
with their "Aladdin's Cave’ software
area of Prestel.

But what had sighs of disbelief and

= s

gasps of incredulity ventilating the
Micronet stand at the Which Computer?
fairwas that the black plastic acoustic
coupler costs only £49.

Mow if you look for an advert from a
firm called O E Limited in the micro
magazines, you'll see their blast plastic
Modem advertised for £135, and 15
per cent VAT on top of that brings the
price to £155.25p.

If Micronet are subsidising the cost
of your coupler by over 200 per cent,
who on earth pays for the cost of
building the database — that's the
‘information environment: the pages
of info and programs which Micronet

| loads onto the Prestel system?
about it, but who has actually seen it? |

It's like my saying | want to fly to
Majorca for £5, and the travel.agency
says Yes, that's fine, my man. Just
put down your fiver, and we'll pay for
the cost of the ride to the airport, the
flight to Palma, the coach to the hotel,
three days in the sun, all yourfood, the
journey back to the plane, train back
from Gatwick and any other costs and
taxes.”

And impossible as it sounds, that
really did happen back at Christmas
‘71 ... and I've a son conceived in
Majorca to prove it! But that's another
story. Nevertheless this travel agency
up at Tottenham was doing that deal -
which makes me believe Micronet
really are on the level.

The agency, and the Spanish tourist
authority, were expecting to make
money on the purchases after your
cheap flight there, in Majorca and
Micronet are expecting their money to

»




come in from the programs you guy,
and the quarterly subscription—£13 —
which you'll pay.

But what if you don't pay the sub-
scription, and you don't buy programs
either, but simply extract the free tele-
software from Aladdin's Cave?

You'll get locked out of Micronet
after three months. Yes, but so what?

Of that £13 quarterly bill, £56 — it
turns out — goes direct to British
Telecom as your subscription for using
Prestel, because Micronet is an area
of Prestel. The remaining £8 covers
your subscription to Micronet itself:
the area of Prestel on nodes 600, 700
and 800.

So after you've joined Micronet,
and been give your unigque identity
number (valid for both Micronet and
all the rest of Prestel) and you've been
subsidised to the tune of £106.25 you
could just pay a quarterly £5 to British
Telecom for the use of Prestel pages,
and let Micronet itself go hang! Micro
owners, am | doing you a favour, oram
| doing you a favour!

What Micronet is doing — and British
Telecom should have done years ago
if they'd had any sense — is to make
the Prestel down-the-phone info ser-
vice accessible to everyone.

What you actually get for your £49
(as an example we took the BEC micro
version) is what they grandly call a
‘Networking Interface’ — or the O E
Modem. Also in the box there's a low
voltage adaptor, to plug in the mains,
and to give 12 or 18 volts out to drive
the Modem.

They also give a lead which simply
sticks in the RS 423 socket on the
back of the Beeb. It's a 'domino’ plug,
and there seems a fair chance it can
be pushed in upside down, leaving
you wondering you wondering why
there's no signal getting through.

They promise to supply a compre-
hensive Instruction book, too, but
there was no sign of it at Birmingham.
The rest of the package is a nice
wrapper (with a couple of misprints on
it!) and a software tape or disc to
configure your Beeb's function keys.

The software puts up very useful
system messages on your tv which
included apologies for phone-line
breaks and BBC operating system
errors.

The packages for the Pet and Sirius
don’t appear so friendly. You certainly
have to be familiar with your Commo-
dore to know what to do next if things
aren’'t going well, and you have to
know what kind of graphics chip you
have inside.

Stephen Rabagliati who wrote the
software will have to put a little more
friendlines into it before it's released.
Same with Harry Broomhal's software
for the Sirius. Sci-con's software to
turn the TRS-80 into a Prestel/Micronet
terminal i1s far kinder, but can they

spell ‘occurred? They cannot.

(And can Apple spell "stationery’ —
coming back to the Lisa for a moment?
They cannot, either).

So back to our original break-in
aims.

Anyone wanting to have a taste of
Prestel can now do so for £49 — as

can receive an unlimited amount of
electronic mail for no fee at all —
anyone sending a Prestel Mailbox
message pays only for the phone call
while they're typing their message
onto the system, and of course it's
there waiting when you turn on.

So the electronic mail facility is

Electronic mail on your home micro

long as you've already got a compati-
ble micro, such as a Pet, Apple, Beeb,
Sirius, or in a few months’ time we're
told that we'll be able to use a Sinclair,
too.

The business advantages of hooking
up to Prestel/Micronet are that you

rather like having a Telex or phone
answering machine.

It'll be interesting to see whether
it's possible to corrupt the system,
and have someone else’'s €lectronic
mail delivered to your terminal instead.
More of this next month
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Sinclair ZXSpectn

16K or 48K RAM...
full-size moving-
key keyboard... | =
colour and sound... { Pl
high-resolution

THRUE WIINEL 1Y I.III:'|.'|

I l
graphics...
From only

£125!

First, there was the world-beating
Sinclair ZX80. The first personal computer

for under £100. i
Then, the ZX81. Withupto 16k RAM  Ready to use today, Kev f T Z
moweranimere iy Toaomer - @8y to expand tomorrow (€Y features of the c:
. ; : : | SinclairZX Spectrum
they've sold over 500,000 so far, to make Your ZX Spectrum comes with a mains
Sinclair world leaders in personal adaptorand all the necessary leads to @® Full colour—8 colours each for =
computing. And the ZX81 remains the connect to most cassette recorders foreground, background and border, ga
ideal low-cost introduction to computing.  and TVs (colour or black and white). plus flashing and brightness-intensity ED
1N:;Ehf&efh:h]if)fpectrum! WEh Employing Sinclair BASIC (now used control. Sir
upto 0 . Afull-size moving-key in aver 500,000 computers worldwide . : i
keyboard. Vivid colour and sound. High- the ZX Spectrum EDT‘?’IES EEJI'I‘IFZHEtEWit::'I [.Sfi’uﬁd_ESEP?ﬂmmand with variable H'E
resolution graphics. And alow price that's  two manuals which together representa | HUGEERE Lt e
unrivalled. detailed course in BASIC programming. ® Massive RAM -16K or 48K, '\ ma
. Whetheryou're a beginner ora competent : : .
PrOSRSIIN DO - programmer you'l ndthem bothofm- | Farsizemovngkey eyboard-al | 0
1 | mense help. Depending on your computer | " ]
p'BI'SDI'Iﬂl mmDUter price! experience, you'll quickly be moving o |5 PpeREIRCHL D G Rthixay, : Fh
The ZX Spectrum incorporates all into the colourful world of ZX Spectrum | @ High-resolution—-256 dots ! 7
the proven features of the ZX81. But its professional-level computing. | horizontally x 192 vertically, each | '
new 16K BASIC ROM dramatically There's no need to stop there. The | individually addressable for true high-
incr?fasehsynurcnmp?tmg pawer.fE ZX Printer—available now- is fully | resolution graphics. fur
ou have accesstoarangeo compatible with the ZX Spectrum. And ;
colours for foreground, background and Iaterﬁl:his yeartherewillbgmmmdrivea for l.lﬁtSEII_charar:.;L]er Eal- WD Uppol- on g;
border, together with a sound generator massive amounts of extra on-line storage, A e co
and high-resolution graphics. plus an RS232 /network interface board. | @ Teletext-compatible —user software co
You have the facility to support g can generate 40 characters perline dri
separate data files. or other settings.
You have a choice of storage capa- : i
cities (governed by the amuun?: DfFi..E.M]. ® nghspeeﬂ LDAD&SA"“.FE_1EH"'1DG rnl}ﬂ
16K of RAM (which you can uprate later seconds via cassette, with VERIFY &
to 4BK of RAM) or a massive 48K of RAM. MEHGE for programs and separate
Yet the price of the Spectrum 16K datafiles. [ -
iIsanamazing £125! Even the popular @ Sinclair 16K extended BASIC - s
48K version costs only £175! incorporating unique ‘one-touch’
You may decide to begin with the keyword entry, syntax check, and Sir
16K version. If so, you can still return it later report codes. Ca
for an upgrade. The cost? Around £60. Te




ZX Spectrum software on
cassettes —available now

The Spectrum software library is
growing every day. Subjects include
games, education, and business/
household management. Flight
Simulation...Chess...Planetoids. .
History...Inventions.. VU-CALC.. VU-3D
..Club Record Controller...thereis
something for everyone. And they all
make full use of the Spectrum’s colour,
sound, and graphics capabilities. You'll
recelve a detailed catalogue with your
spectrum.

ZA Expansion Module

This module incorporates the three
functions of Microdrive controller, local
area network, and RS232 interface.
Connect it to your Spectrum and you can
control up to eight Microdrives,
communicate with other computers, and
drive a wide range of printers.

The potential is enormous, and the
module will be available in the early part
0f1983 for around £30.

Sirncl=ir-

sinclair Research Ltd, Stanhope Road,
Camberley, Surrey GU15 3PS.
Tel: Camberley (0276) 685311.

The ZX Printer-
available now

Designed exclusively for use with the
Sinclair ZX range of computers, the
printer offers ZX Spectrum owners the full
ASCIll character set-including lower-case
characters and high-resolution graphics.

A special feature is COPY which
prints out exactly what is on the whole TV
screen without the need for further
instructions. Printing speed is 50 charac-
ters per second, with 32 characters
perline and 9 lines per vertical inch.

The ZX Printer connects to the rear of
your ZX Spectrum. A roll of paper (65ft
long and 4in wide) is supplied, along with
fullinstructions. Further supplies of paper
are available in packs of five rolls.

The ZX Microdrive -
coming soon

The new Microdrives, designed
especially forthe ZX Spectrum, are set to
change the face of personal computing
by providing mass on-line storage.

Each Microdrive can hold up to 100K
bytes using a single interchangeable
storage medium.

The transfer rate is 16K bytes per
second, with an average access time of
3.5 seconds. And you'll be able to connect
up to 8 Microdrives to your Spectrum via
the ZX Expansion Module.

A remarkable breakthrough ata
remarkable price. The Microdrives will be
available in the early part of 1983 for
around £50.

How to order your ZX Spectrum

BY PHONE-Access, Barclaycard or
Trustcard holders can call 01-200 0200 for
personal attention 24 hours a day, every

Access or Trustcard.
EITHER WAY-please allow up to 28
days for delivery. And there's a 14-day

day. BY FREEPOST -use the no-stamp
needed coupon below. You can pay by
cheque, postal order, Barclaycard,

money-back option, of course. We want
you to be satisfied beyond doubt —and we
have no doubt that you will be.

To: Sinclair Research, FREEPOST, Camberley, Surrey, GUI5 3BR. Order

Qty Item ' Code Item fﬁ? Tl:gal 8

___ SinclairZX Spectrum-16KRAMversion 100 12500
____ Sinclair ZX Spectrum -48K RAM version 101 175.00 B

__Sinclair ZX Printer _ 27 59.95 S

__ Printer paper (packof5rolls) P .- 11.85 gfean

_Postageand packing:ordersunder£100 28 2095 :

P o ordersover£100 . 29 4.95 R

' : b L T

Please tick if you require a VAT receipt[_
*l enclose a cheque/postal order payable to Sinclair Research Ltd for £ j
*Please charge to my Access/Barclaycard/Trustcard account no.

*Please delete/complete = el | | | | ]
as applicable 3 3 ' ' o]
|Signature _ TARMIRY > Sdth & B colo

PLEASE PRINT

| Ry St b e I ) T ] e |
Lol G WS S 5. 0 T WO R 0 e | T RO e Ol
XA B s Sl TS R B S O e Y

| [ 13- vl 15 T Y e (S Gl i ol R | WHM 904
FREEPOST-no stamp needed.

Prices apply toUK only. Export prices on application.
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Sinclair ZX Spectrum-technical data.

Dimensions

Width 233 mm
Depth 144 mm
Height 30 mm

CPU/ memory
ZB0A microprocessor running at 3.5 MHz.

16k -byte ROM containing BASIC interpreter and
operating system.
{ 16K -byte RAM (plus optional 32K-byte RAM on

it internal expansion board) or 48K -byte RAM.

I Keyboard

| { 40-moving-key keyboard with full upper and
#H lower case with capitals lock feature. AllBASIC

I words obtained by single keys, plus16 graphics
b il characters, 22 colour control codes, and 21 user-
definable graphics characters. All keys have auto
repeat,

: Display
Memory-mapped display of 256 pixels x

4 192 pixels; plus one attributes byte per character

!

1

|

|
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square, defining one of eight foreground colours,
one of eight background colours, normal or extra
brightness and flashing or steady, Screen border
. colour also settable to one of eight colours. Will
K drive a PAL UHF colour TV set, or black and white
g Il set (which will give a scale of grey), on channel 36.
| Sound

Ik Iinternal loudspeaker can be operated over
| more than 10 octaves (actually 130 semitones) via

basic BEEP command. Jack sockets at the rear of
computer allow connections to external amplifier/
speaker.

1 Graphics

i Point, line, circle and arc drawing commands
i in high-resolution graphics.

1 16 pre-defined graphics characters plus 21 user-

! definable graphics characters. Also functions to

5 yield character at a given position, attribute ata

| given position (colours, brightness and flagh) and
{ whethera given pixel is set. Text may be written on
i the screen on 24 lines of 32 characters. Text and

{ graphics may be freely mixed.

5

|

1

|

|

Colours

Foreground and background colours, bright-
ness and flashing are set by BASIC INK, PAPER,
BRIGHT and FLASH commands. OVER may also
be set, which performs an exclusive-or operation
to overwrite any printing or plotting that is already
on the screen. INVERSE will give inverse video
printing. These six commands may be set globally
to cover all further PRINT, PLOT, DRAW or CIRCLE
commands, or locally within these commands to
cover only the results of that command. They may
also be set locally to cover text printed by an
INPUT statement. Colour-control codes, which
may be accessed from the keyboard, may be
inserted into text or program listing, and when
|l displayed will override the globally set colours
8 | until another control code is encountered. Bright-
! nessand flashing codes may be inserted into
H program or text, similarly. Colour-control codes in
a program listing have no effect on its execution.
Border colour is set by a BORDER command. The
eight colours available are black, blue, red,

B — g == — g
ZX Spectrum

Sinclair Research Ltd, Stanhope Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 3PS. Tel: Camberley (0276) 685311.

magenta, green, cyan, yellow and white, All eight
colours may be present on the screen at once,
with some areas flashing and others steady, and
any area may be highlighted extra bright.

Screen

The screen is divided into two sections. The
top section - normally the first 22 lines - displays
the program listing or the results of program or
command execution. The bottom section -
normally the last 2 lines - shows the command or
program line currently being entered, or the
program line currently being edited. It also shows
the report messages. Full editing facilities of
cursor left, cursor right, insert and delete (with
auto-repeat facility) are available over thisline.
The bottom section will expand to accept a
current line of up to 22 lines.

Mathematical operations and functions

Anthmetic operations of +, —, X, <+, and raise
to a power. Mathematical functions of sine,
cosine, tangent and their inverses; natural logs
and exponentials; sign function, absolute value
function, and integer function; square root
function, random number generator, and pi.

Numbers are stored as five bytes of floating
point binary - giving a range of +3 %10 to
+7 % 10°% accurate to 9z decimal digits.

Binary numbers may be entered directly with
the BIN function. = = <, == <= and <> may be
used to compare string or arithmetic values or
variables to yield O (false) or1 (true). Logical
operators AND, OR and NOT yield boolean results
but will accept 0 (false) and any number (true).

User-definable functions are defined using
DEF FN, and called using FM. They may take up to
26 numeric and 26 string arguments, and may
yield string or numeric results.

There is a full DATA mechanism, using the
commands READ, DATA and RESTORE.

A real-time clock is obtainable.

String operations and functions

Strings can be concatenated with +. String
variables or values may be compared with =, >, <,
e e =t give boolean results, String func-
tions are VAL, VALS, STRS and LEN. CHRS$ and
CODE convert numbers to characters and vice
versa, using the ASCI code.

A very powerful string slicing mechanism
exists, using the forma$ (x TO ).

Variable names

MNumeric — any string starting with a letter
{upper and lower case are not distinguished
between, and spaces are ignored).
String-A$toZ$.
FOR-MEXT loops - A-Z.
Numeric arrays - A-Z.
Stringarrays-A% to 25,

Simple variables and arrays with the same
name are allowed and distinguished betweean.

Amrays

Arrays may be multi-dimensional, with sub-
scripts starting at 1. String arrays, technically
character arrays, may have their last subscript
omitted, yielding a string.

Expression evaluator

A full expression evaluator is called during
program execution whenevear an exprassion,
constant orvariable is encountered. This allows
the use of expressions as arguments to GOTO,
GOSURB, etc.

It also operates on commands allowing the
£X Spectrum to operate as a calculator.

Cassette interface

The ZX Spectrum incorporates an advanced
cassette interface. A tone leader is recorded
before the information to overcome the automatic

recording level fluctuations of some tape |-
recorders, and a Schmitt trigger is used to remove
noise on playback.

All saved information is started with a header ’
containing information as to its type, title, length

and address information. Program, screens,
blocks of memory, string and character arrays
may all be saved separately.

Programs, blocks of memory and arrays
may be verified after saving to confirm successful
saving.

Programs and arrays may be merged from
tape to combine them with the existing contents
of memory. Where two line numbers or variables
names coincide, the old one is overwritten.

Programs may be saved with a line number,
where execution will start immediately on loading.

The cassefte interface runs at 1500 baud,
through two 3.5 mm jack plugs.

Expansion port

This has the full data, address and control
busses from the ZB0A, and is used to interface to
the ZX Printer, the RS232 and NET interfaces and
the ZXx Microdrives,

IN and OUT commands give the 1/0 port
equivalents of PEEK and POKE.

ZX 81 compatibility

ZX81 BASIC is essentially a subset of
ZX Spectrum BASIC. The differences are as
follows.

FAST and SLOW: the ZX Spectrum operates at
the speed of the ZXB1 in FAST mode with the .
steady display of SLOW mode, and does not
include these commands.

SCROLL: the ZX Spectrum scrolls automatic-
ally, asking the operator "scroll?” every time a
screen isfilled,

UNPLOT: the ZX Spectrum can unplot a pixel
using PLOT OVER, and thus achieves unplot.

Character set: the ZX Spectrum uses the
ASCIl character set, as opposed to the ZX81
non-standard set.

ZX 81 programs may be typed into the
£X Spectrum with very little change, but may
of course now be considerably improved. The
ZX Spectrum is fully compatible with the
£X Printer, which can now print out a full upperand
lower case character set, and the high resolution
graphics; using LLIST, LPRINT and COPY,

ZX 81 software cassettes and the ZX 16K RAM
pack will not operate with the ZX Spectrum.
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GET THE BEST SOFTWARE — FROM SUPERSOFT

We believe that the quality of the software we sell is more important than the quantity that we sell. And since
we've been producing top quality microcomputer software since 1978 you can be sure that we can tell the

difference between the wheat and the chaff!

Good news for 64 owners. We've got two great arcade games for the 64 with several others almost ready.
TANK ATAK is a free adaptation of the Battlezone arcade game, but MANGROVE is a totally new idea — and
a very addictive one at that. Your task is to mastermind the survival of primitive cells in constant danger from
malignant microbes; their life is in your hands! These games are written entirely in machine code with

colour graphics and sound; they cost just £8 plus VAT each.

BUSICALC is a simple program that could save you hours of calculation and re-calculation, whether you're
balancing a household budget or doing forward planning for ICI. It has been described as the poor man's
VISICALC, but in fact it does one or two very useful things that VISICALC won't do. See the review in
February’s Which Micro, or phone for further details. BUSICALC costs £39 plus VAT on tape, £40.50 plus VAT
on disk; it's available now for PET (40 or 80 column), VIC-20 {with 168k expansion), and Commodore 64. Also

available soon for the BBC 32k.

THE HITCH-HIKER'S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY is an adventure program based on the popular book and TV
series. Like all real adventure games it is entirely textual, so if your brain can't handle anything more
complicated than Space Invaders you'd better think again. Hundreds of PET owners have enjoyed this great
game, and now it's also available for the Commodore 64, BBC 32K, and Dragon at a new low price of £12 plus

VAT (£13.50 on disk).

WRITE FOR A FREE LIST — PLEASE TELL US WHICH COMPUTER(S) YOU OWN

Winchester House, Canning Road
Wealdstone, Harrow,

Middlesex HA3 7SJ, England.
Telephone: 01-861 1166

KEYACCOUNT KEYWORD KEYSURE

makes completing VAT 100 a can help automate your home, Is designed for Insurance Brokers

pleasure (well, almostl). A General office or surgery . . . just as you wheo deal in Life, General and

Ledger/Incomplete Records dreamed. Motor policies as well as Building

system with the UK tax system, society and Investment Accounts.

small businesses and practising — Write letters and documents

accountants in mind. using the KEYWORD text — Store name, address, date of

processor, birth, occupation and up to

= Decide on your own accounts twanty-eight characters of free
structure. — Create and maintain several text about each Client.

types of data file.

Bkt niri il R RN 5 TR B Lo B

order and list them in account — Merge data files with letters for

and in date order. mailshots, circulars, follow-ups, r
price lists ete. KEY e H S

— Post contra-entries automatically. Is designed for teachers and

— Print letters, file analyses, parents who want something

— Let it calculate, summarise and Christmas lists and labels, more than pre-packaged software.
print your VAT automatically.

.... ALL WITH — Create simple or complex

— Print your Profit and Loss and ONE PACKAGE! instructional text.
Balance sheets for the year to

date, _l

= Use the audit trails and check

totals to ensure integrity of your
data. amazon prufesﬁiﬂnal

software on

4, Flintgrove,
© [amazon Bracknell, ATARI

E svstems Berks., RG12 2JN Enmputers_

Tel. Bracknell (0344) 23314
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ADVENTURE

The classic game Adventure is now available
for a selection of different micros. Alfred
Rolington looks at some literary myths which
have shaped its form.

Porter in Green Door — 'goes forth

aimless and uncalculating to meet
and greet unknown fate’.

To compound his ‘error Porter
claimed that the Prodigal Son’s return
was a fine example of an adventurer.
Here is comprehensive proof that
neither WSP or the Prodigal really
knew what they or adventure is about
—'aimless and uncalculating’ certainly
won't take you to meet the green
serpent or visit the satanic moulten
cavern with the hanging words of fire.

No — in the words of the OED an
adventurer is ‘one who lives by his
wits’ and if you are contemplating a
journey through Microsoft Adventure
(and we strongly suggest you do) then
wits about and beyond are just a
snatch short of imperative.

For the uninitiated Adventure is the
original computer game which started
life as a Fortran program at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology.
Completed long before Chuck Peddle
had sired the micro, Adventure was
the night game of the legendary West
Coast open-sandled programmers
and the game bears some of their
wood folkness.

Just as the name Homer represents
a series of poets so there is no one
author of Adventure. The final and
‘completely unabridged’ version which
now snuggly fits a 32K micro with a
single drive took a number of years to
reach its final form or so the mythology
tells us.

This final form evokes a "'mind
fantasy’ in which you are the prota-
gonist. [To anyone who has read The
Hobit or The Lord of the Rings you are
Bilbo to the PC's Tolkien—1 assure you
there are similarities). After the usual
welcome and help preamble at the
opening juncture proper the screen
will explain:

You are standing at the end of a
road before a small brick building.
Around you is a forest. A small
stream flows out of the building
and down a gully.

As you can see there are no dramatic
screen graphics in the classic adven-
ture models. The whole game just
uses words and to play you simply
type in pithy phrases (the complete

]' he true adventurer — so says W S

Adventure dictionary is surprisingly
extensive) at times it appears almost
intuitive, reprimanding abuse with a
Watch It!

The machine responds with lucid
descriptions of where you are, what is
or is about to happen and in which
direction new and old paths head.

The whole has the appearance of a
man machine dialogue which fakes
the appearance of artificial intelligénce
and has often been likened to the plot
of a novel with you as hero.

So much for the form. The content
of Microsoft's game describes three
levels of geography, time and space.
The first is as | earlier explained — an
extensive area above ground where
your main task is to find the entrance
to the cave. If you fumble about too
long the machine interrupts with a
terse

Are you looking for the caves?

Answer yes or no

Having finally established the caves’
whereabouts, found the keys and
married them to the entrance you
enter the second level of play, the
Upper Caves, and begin to explore
some of the interesting and mysterious
‘rooms’.

Clues, objects and treasure are
there to be picked up and found but

and begin to formulate your own
mental picture of this dark underworld
city.

After a few more excursions you
realise that even if cartography has
never really been your "thing’ now is
not the time for shyness — you need a
map. But once you start regularly
going deeper you need, it seems,
more geography than "0 level if you
are to negotiate the complex of windy
little passages.

As Tracy Kidder says in his infamous
The Soul of a New Machine.

You are in a maze of twisty little
passages, all alike
As the adventure proceeds the ob-
stacles get harder, the descriptions

A mind fantasy in which you are the hero,
villain and adventurer

not without the ever-present harass-
ment from the knife and axe throwing
dwarves.

Deeper and deeper into a complex
labyrinth of tunnels and caverns until
the lower cave levels are encountered.

In total there are 'over 130 rooms,
15 treausres, 40 useful objectsand 12
obstacles of varying difficulty’, so says
the instruction booklet. "Your goal’ it
explains ‘is to find the cave, explore it
completely, locate all the treasures
and return them to the building before
you run out of lamp light (or get
killed)'.

Running out of lamp light or getting
killed can become a practised option
for the novice but with a strangely

captivating doggedness you 'wise-up’

longer and more evocative. A mid-
way point is reached when finally after
a diffficult journey up a stalk with an
oak tree girth through a series of
testing tunnels and a barter deal with
a troll you will arrive at:
You are on the edge of a
breathtaking view — far below you
is an active volcano, from which
great gouts of molten lava come
surging out, cascading back down
into the depths.

the glowing rock fills the
farthest section of the cavern with
a blood red glare, giving everything
an eerie, macabre appearance. The
air is filled with flickering sparks of
ash and a heavy smell of
brimstone. The walls are hot to the
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touch, and the thundering of the
volecano drowns out all other
sounds.

Embedded in the jagged roof far
overhead are myriad twisted
formations composed of pure white
alabaster, which scatter the murky
light into sinister apparitions upon
the walls.

To one side is a deep gorge
filled with a bazarre chaos of
tortured rock, which seems to
have been crafted by the devil
himself. An immense river of fire
crashes out from the depths of the
volcano, burns its way through the
gorge and plummets into a
bottomless pit far off to your left.
The instruction booklet wryly states:

“You may want to spend your initial
excursions into the cave exploring the
area and locating treasures. Then in
later visits, figure out how to get the
treasures to the surface”.

It's the second word may that
amuses — | would like to quietly ask
the copy writer how else he or she
expects one to proceed. It took me
some days of prolonged and intensive
play before the monitor filled with the
above "narration’.

After some weeks of fairly concen-
trated play with maps and notes of
what | believed to be the complete
cave area | figured | was ready for the
final assault. This means, in the words
of the illustrious copy writer, “when
you feel you are ready, try to get all the
treasures to the surface in a minimum
amount of time".

The adrenalin burns and vyour
mental vision narrows to a piercing

tunnel of logic. By now you are prac-
tised at manipulating the objects of
use, discarding the useless and man-
handling of magic has become second
nature.

But the ‘trouble’ with Adventure is
that a randomness still exists and for
no apparent reason you can still be
killed or robbed.

It was only later that | discovered
that this is not completely true, how-
ever after a couple of abortive attempts
one fine morning around 2am | had
located and stashed all the treausre,
explored all the requisite caverns and
tunnels and done all my magic - |
knew | had won and to prove it my
score, which for so many weeks would
not top the 100, now hit the final 360
points but just as | beamed and
quashed a scream the screen went
blank and then a new message kicked
up:

Cave closing soon. All adventurers
exist immediately through main
office.

The disc drive hummed and buzzed,
the screen again darkened and | was
left at the opening to a new and totally

unexplored part of the caves.

| won’t go on any further but suffice
it to say | still have not cracked this
final (I presume it's the last) aspect of
the game. | cannot claim the coveted
Grand Master title but one of these
fine mornings . . .

If one were to criticise Microsoft's
Adventure the criticisms would hardly
be specific to this particular version of
Adventure (Microsoft's has to be one
of the most impressive computer
games | have encountered) but would

apply to Adventure games in general.
But for all that they are still relevant
and so with my tongue stuffed neatly
into my cheek . . .
| would want to say that Adventure,
although likened to the novel is really
closer to epic in form. It is male
oriented, so much so that nothing
female appears in Microsoft's version,
and completely action-based allowing
no room for contemplation or emotion.
It can therefore be said to be a game
played on one psychological level. For
this reason it is mentally quite strenu-
ous and perhaps finally unrewarding.
Perhaps one of the other interesting
aspects about this type of activity is
that although | have stressed the
single user/machine interrelationship
the game can also be entertainingly
played by a number of ‘adventurers’
with one person wielding the keyboard
and the rest tossing around suggestions.
Itis with this in mind that one friend
claims that Adventure is the closest
thing to a communal activity since
playing cards and the old Victorian
parlour game — whatever, there is
certainly no comparison between it
and the current missile alient bom-
bardment of an average video invader.
The thinking man's micro ‘book’
has arrived with true adventurel

Adventure is available for BBC, Nascom,
IBM PC and the Spectrum machines.
For the IBM PC it is called Microsoft's.
Adventure (this is the one we tested)
for the other machines it is known as
Colossal Adventure. it requires 32k
of memory and the price starts at £10
depending on machine. m
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Let Commodore
expand
your horizons.

VIC 20 is the tinest home
computer that money can buy.

And the better you get to know
it,the more contident, adventurous
and ambitious you'll become.

You'll want to take advantage
of the vast range of VIC software:
a superb and constantly-growing
selection of programs, embracing
business systems, entertainment,
education and many applications
in the home.

Every program in the series
has been é)esigned by experts, and
chosen for its quality and value
for money.

VIC business software covers
 awiderange Ef app]jc:iltiqns, inctld—
ing spread-sheet analysis, stoc
. control, information handlmg and

" word-processing.

A mind-blowing range of
games including Scott Adams’
world-famous ‘Adventure’ series.

Advanced space games, includ-
ing\dle sophisticated ‘Omega Race’

Learn subjects as diverse as
English Language, programming,

and biology. to add to your understanding and
And ‘home’ software ranges enjoyment of computers and I

from IQ tests to Robert Carrier = computing. F

menus. There’s even a special ‘VicSoft' &

In addition, there is a range Club for VIC 20 enthusiasts,
of VIC software, like programmers’ with many advantages including
aids and graphics packages— special offers to club members. ¥ -



VIC sottware will expand your
horizons. And your mind.

PRICES RANGE FROM £4.99 to £24.95 INC. VAT

T commocdore

VIC20
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For more information, a catalogue of VIC software
and details of your local retailers or dealers please phone or
complete the coupon and send to:
The Commodore Information Centre,
675 Ajax Avenue, Slough, Berkshire SL1 4BG.

Telephone: Slough (0753) 79292,

Name

[MB MRS AMISS)

Address

Postcode

VCWHMOGRS
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_ Winchester Sirius — — £3995+00
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COMPUTER
BLUK'Y

If you have wanted to bluff your way through a conversation
about programming take a deep breath. Stephen Castell explains |

how it's done

n this article we are going to
lfﬂrget computer hardware for the

time being (well, almost). Roll up
your sleeves, take a deep breath and
plunge into the rich, creative world of
computer programming: a computer
is like a genie — Your Every Wish Is Its
Command. Provided, that is, you get
your programming language syntax
right.

Hold tight as we bluff our way from
bootstraps to BASIC . . .

As we explained in the last Chapter,
the essence of machine language is
that there is a precise hardware opera-
tion, part of the design and construc-
tion of the computer equipment itself,
corresponding exactly to a specific
bit-pattern contained in the instruc-
tion-code byte of the instruction word:
this is the cornerstone on which all
higher levels of programming and
software (which we are about to des-
cribe) are built.

The next level up from machine
language is assembly language, and
this step is a fairly gentle one.

Assembly language instructions
consist of simple English-looking
mnemonics such as "ADD’ for which
there is a direct one-to-one cofres-
pondence with machine language bit-
pattern instructions. Also, instead of
having to specify the address of the
number to be ADDed, say, as a bit-
pattern, the byte containing the num-
ber may be referred to by a name
(further explanation in a moment).

Thus, a program written in assembly
language is effectively like a machine
language program ‘made legible’ to
humans.

A key concept in computer pro-
gramming is that itis possible to write
a program (in machine language) to
translate any assembly language pro-
gram into its equivalent machine lan-
guage program.

In other words, this translation
program carries out a rather special
and powerful piece of data processing:
it accepts mnemonic instruction
names, decimal numbers and other
convenient abbreviations which a pro-

9 grammer can remember easily (each

character of these, of course, already
having been converted into its own
character code, and stored in indivi-
dual bytes of memory).

It then carries out the conversion
into the monotonous but critical bit-
pattern appropriate to the instruction,

Such a translation program is called
an assembler; thus, we talk of "an
assembler assembling an assembly
language program’ into its bit-pattern
machine language equivalent.

After assembly, the computer can
be instructed to run the assembled
program: this is nothing more nor less
than the equivalent of pressing a
button which ensures that the next
fetch-process-store cycle of the CPU
acts upon the first instruction word of
our assembled program.

And then off it goes, as we have
already described.

For example, using our simple
character coding system developed in
earlierissues (Aiscode 1, Bis code 2,
etc.), the assembly language instruc-
tion.

ADD A

which may be interpreted in English
semantics as 'add the number con-
tained in the byte whose address is

. very software

associated with the name A to the
contents of the special register in the
CPU would be read into memory
before assembly as:

1.4.4,27,1.

The assembler (itself a program,
remember) would then be run to pro-
cess the bytes containing this ‘chara-
cter code’ number data in memory and
translate them into the correct machine
language instruction word (storing It
in some other part of memory) which,
when subsequently acted on by the
fetch-process-store cycle would carry
out the required English semantic
operation.

We describe the syntax of assembly
language instructions such as 'ADD A’
as being made up of an operator
mnemonic (the "ADD’ part} followed
by an operand name (the 'A’ part).

Some assembly languages permit
more than one operand name to be
specified in one go, giving assembly
language instructions of increased
power. For example, the mnemonic.

ADD AB.C

might be interpretable in English se-
mantics as ‘add the number contained
in the byte whose address is associ-
ated with the name A to that for the
name B, ‘and store the result in the
byte given by C..

Whatever the type of assembly lan-
guage, the Computer Bluffer need
only remember that the crucial feature
is that the operator/ operand(s) syntax
structure has a direct counterpart in
the instruction-code-byte/ address-
byte(s} layout of the assembled in-
struction word.

Mow, a 36-bit instruction word
would actually be made up of four '9-
bit bytes' (not the B-bit bytes we have
become used to hitherto), so that
'ADD A.B.A', for example, might
assemble into:

010111000 000001011 000001101
00000101 1.

The first 9 bits of this 36-bit instruc-
tion word, '010111000°, is interpre-
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table by the hardware of PROCESSOR
as an instruction to add the contents
of the byte in memory whose address
is ‘00000101 1" [the second 9 bits of
the instruction word) to the contents
of the byte in memory with address
‘000001101° (the third 9 bits), and
place the result in the byte in memory
with address ‘000001011’ {the last 9
bits).

One thing should by now be be-
coming blindingly clear to the com-
puter Bluffer: whatever source code
we start off with, whether it be high-
level language statements, assembler
language mnemonics, alphabetic and
numeric characters as data, or what-
ever, the ultimate machine code
always ends up as bindary digits within
the memory of the computer.

Thus, each character of source code
has an eventual internal binary repre-
sentation. As we have seen, this may,
of course, be the result of a complex
translation process (particularly when
statement / mnemonic / instruction
codes are involved), so that no one-
to-one correspondence exists between
a given character of source code and
any part of the total internal bytes of
bit-patterns which make up a given
program.

In the case of characters and num-
bers in the source code which are to
be treated as literal data, however,
rather than as part of the statement

‘vocabulary' of the language, there is
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always a direct relationship between
the character or number itself in the
source code and its internal binary
representation.

There are in fact generally just three
different data types to consider when
discussing internal representation of
input literal data. These are:

integer: whole numbers, such as
123458, are represented internally by
their direct binary number equivalent.

.
Wfrat did you do in the

micro-revolution dad?

For example, if the whole decimal
number 9 were input it might be
stored in a single 8-bit byte set with
the bit-pattern: 00001001.

real: decimal numbers, such as
123.4586, are usually represented in-
ternally in what is known as mantissa-
exponent format.

Thus, the number 123.456 would
be treated as 1.23456 X 10° and two
bytes would be used, one to store the
mantissa 123456 (decimal point
assumed after the first digit position),
the other to store the exponent, or
‘power of 10°, namely 2.

Of course, both mantissa and ex-
ponent, being integers, would be
converted direct into their equivalent
binary number representation.

Normally, to give maximum capacity
for representation of large numbers
{of which, indeed, 123456 is an exam-
ple}, both integers, and the individual
mantissa and exponent of reals, are
stored in a whole 36-bit word, rather
than an 8-bit byte. '

character: this data type effectively
covers everything else which is notan
integer, or real, 'pure’ number. It thus
caters for al/l possible input characters
typed in from a standard typewriter
keyboard.

A suitable coding system, as we
have already simply described (e.g. A
is code 1, B is code 2, etc.) must be
used to convert characters into num-
bers so that the equivalent binary
number representation may be stored
in memory.

The next level of computer language

hierarchy carries much further the
extremely powerful idea of using the

computer itself to translate programs

from a high level into lower levels.

After people had programmed in
assembly language for a number of
years, in the early 1950's, they realised
that there were a number of charac-
teristic structures which keeps re-
appearing in program after program,
and it became obvious that much
tedium could be relieved if ‘higher-
level’ instructions could be designed,
each of which could be translated by
the computer into a whole stream of
appropriate assembly language {and
thence machine code) instructions.

Having perceived that this higher-
level translation process should indeed
be possible |being conceptually no
different from the assembly of assem-
bly language instructions into machine
code, albeit with much greater com-
plexity), it also seemed like a very
good idea to design the syntax and
semantics of the collection of allow-
able instructions.

This would form the new higher-

level language to be closer in form
and textual legibility to the state-
ment of the problem being pro-
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or perhaps mathematical, language/
notation.

Of course, there was no bluffing the
computer itself — on a machine lan-
guage level, everything would still be
composed of the same old machine
code instructions, but that would not
be explicitly visibe to the higher-level
programmer.

The new languages based on these
ideas were called compiler languages.
In the mid-1950's, successful pro-
grams called compilers were written
whose function was to carry out the
translation from compiler languages
to machine language. :

Unlike the case with assembly lan-
guage, there is no straightforward
one-to-one correspondence between
statements in a compiler language
and machine code instruction. An
alternative method of translation from
compiler languages into machine lan-
guage was also invented: instead of

compilers, which translated all the |

statements of a compiler language
first and then allowed the machine
code to be executed, interpreters
were written which read one line and
executed it immediately.

This has the advantage that a user
need not write a complete program to
use an interpreter. i

It is also possible to stop the pro-
gram during execution and look at
what is going on, and then let program
execution continue. This is very useful
in fault-finding and correction.

Two coding schemes, both rather
more involved and comprehensive than
our simple ‘A is code 1° example to
date, are in common use: ASCI
{American Standard Code for Infor-
mation Interchange} and EBCDIC {Ex-
tended Binary Coded Decimal Inter-
change Code): the Computer Bluffer
need not actually worry too much
about these coding schemes as such
aspects are usually these days totally
‘transparent’ to the computer user.

MNotice, incidentally, that each indi-
vidual coded character gives rise to
aone byte of binary data (remember
that ‘character and 'byte’ are often
used synonymously).

Thus, the string of characters
123456 when treated as one whole
‘integer number would fit comfortably
into a 36-bit word when internally
represented.

However, the string of characters
‘123456° when treated as 6 individual
characters, would take 6 8-bit bytes to
store the (e.g. ASCIHl) codes of each of
the six characters’1’,'2",'3",'4",'5", '6’
separately— that is, 48 bits all together.

There are thus two ways of viewing

the characters which also are, or make |

up, numbers viz; 0-9 and the decimal
point {(or comma, in many countries);
either direct as integer or real numbers,
or literal character data.

To distinguish the latter case, the
string of numbers is usually enclosed

Q2 between quotation marks on input:

That's what [ like to see . ..

123 (one whole number) is thus dis-
tinct from ‘123’ (a string of 3 success-
ive characters) on input to a computer.

In the case of non-numeric charac-
ters, a similar, appropriate distinction
is made between, for example, ADD
and ‘ADD’ on input.

We have now given a 'bit-level,
bottom-up’ bluffers’ guide to the way
in which computer software (i.e. pro-
grams) and data ‘get into’ the hard-
ware and how they are used by the
hardware.

The Computer Bluffer can heave

something of a sigh of relief at this

point. Next month’'s extract is all about
an ‘application-level, top-down’
approach to using computers — pro-
fessionally, or just for fun, but always
creatively. :

For application programming is the
creative breath of life in the inert
electronic hardware clay. And we still
have the Third, and perhaps Most
Important, Very Important Thing To
Remember in Computing to reveal — it
should come as no surprise to learn
that it is the key to good programming
design and implementation. Read on

joyfully. i

¢ CF
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PROGRAMMING _ DATABASE & " ACCOUNTING § 3 FINANCIAL
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M Software
Limited ‘

Discover our -
range of CP/M software.

Although we must admit we have not yet found the cure to the
common r:r:.:ld we have found the solution to a problem that's almost as
daunting. The task of choosing and buying your CP/M software.

VVe hold one of the largest ranges of CP/M software, covering most
applications and uses. These are supplied over various formats includ-
ing: I.C.L. Personal Computer; |.B.M., Rair, Sirius, Superbrain, Apple, etc.

So if you are fed up with suffering, when all you really need is sound
advice and off-the-shelf service, then give us a call.

Telephone: 01-387 8832 or 01-388 9927. i BN [/ ([E

Software Limited, Duchess House, 18/19 Warren Street,
| ondon W1P 5DB.

It’s rather like finding
the remedy to the
common cold!
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USER G

Microcomputer
User Groups in
alphabetic order by
brand of machine
or specialised
interest

APPLE

Apple Music Synthesis Group, 22
Lennox Gardens, London SW1. Dr D
Ellis. This group is interested in the
Mountain Hardware, ALF. Sound-
chaser and Alpha Syntauri systems.
Apple User Group. Mr. J. Johnston,
Cardiff. Monthly meetings at the
University of Wales, Institute of
Science B Technology. Mewport
422298.

BASUG - British Apple Systems
User Group, P.Q. Box 174, Watford,
WD2 6NF. Telephone 09273-75093.
Johm Sharp. Apple, ITT 2020, Pear,
Basis. Monthly meetings. Hardcore
magazine B times a year. 1200
members. Subscription £10 plus
£2.50 joining fee. Total £12.50. Soft-
ware library. Medical, education and
graphics sub-groups.

BAUD — British Apple System Usars,
c/o Datalink Micro-Computers, 10
Waring House, Redcliff Hill, Bristal,
0272-213427. Geoff Smythe.
Monthly meetings; Datalink news-
letter. Subscription free with 100
members £2 for access to software
library.

LAUGH — Leicester Apple User Group,
7 Bude Drive, Glenfield, Leicester,
LE3 BBA. 0533-875-253. Hazel Brown,
Regular meetings. Affiliated to BASUG.

ATARI

Atari Usars Club, 63 Alma Road,
Windsor, Berks. Mr. D. Bell, Slough
- 70639, during office hours,
Birmingham Atari User Group, Mr.
L Ellingham. 0785-41153 or 021-
233-1488.
Preston Atari Enthusiasts, 177
Forest Drive, Lytham St. Annes, Lancs.
0253-738192. Mr. R. Taylor. Manthly
meetings. Membership £5 perannum.
Other brands represented.
Silica Atari Users Club, 1-4 The
Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent.
1Df.l14 0. 01-301-1111 or 01-309-
11,
South Middx Atari Club, 50 Links-
croft Avenue, Ashfield, Middx. Mr. B,
Milligan. Regular meetings at the
Ashford Community Centre. Member-
ship 50p.
UK Atari Computer Owners Club,
¢/0 Maplin Electronic Supplies, P.O.
Box 3, Rayleigh, Essex. 0702 552911/
bh4155.

ATOM

Atom User Group, 18 Frankwell Drive,
Potters Green, Coventry, CLUZ ZFB.
Peter Frost. Quarterly newsletter.
2000 members. Subscription £4.00.
Atom User Group, Sheerwater, Yealm
View Road, Newton Ferrers, 5. Davon
FLB 1AN. Mr Meredith. Atom/Proton
User Group, 71 Mill Farm Close,
Finner, Middlesex. 01-423 8042. Mr
M. Jaffer.

Manchester Atom Users Group,
Abraham Moss Centre, Crescent Road,

Manchester 8. 061-370 5121 X27,
or 061-681 4962 evenings. Mr. J.
Ashurst

Medway Atom Users Group, St
John Fisher School, Ordnance Street,
Chatham. 0634-42811. Mr. C. Rutter.
Monthly meetings.

National Acorn User Group, 105
Fairhole Avenue, Gidea Park, Romford,
Essex. Mr. A. Carr. Monthly program
magazine.

BEBC
BBC (MNational) User Group, 40
Mount Pleasant Avenue, Woells,

Somerset, 0749-76783. John Craig.
Monthly news sheet. Software library
being built-up. Workshops to be intro-
duced.

BEEBUG — Independent MNational
User Group, Registered Referral
Ceantre far the BBC project. The Editor,
P.0. Box B0, 5t. Albans, Herts, AL1
1AR. Sheridan Williams., Membership
now exceads 10,000 and still rising.
Software library. Membership £4.830
for six monthg, £B.80 for a yvear. £1
and SAE for sample.

Bottisham BBC Micro Users Clul,
27 Bell Road, Bottisham, Cambridge,
CB5 9DF. Mr. P.M. Rank.

Cardiff BBC Micro Club, held twice
a month at University College,
Newport Road, Cardiff in the Engin-
eering Dept.

Fareham & Portsmouth BBC Group,
23 Sandy Close, Petersfield, Hants.
Mr. P. Smith. 0730-4058. Monthly
meetings, also referral group.
LASERBUG - independent national
BBC User Group, 10 Dawley Ride,
Colnbrook, Slough, Berks. SL3 OOH.
Paul Barbour. Monthly A4 format
magazing — meetings arranged through
the magazine. Membership £12, £1
and SAE for sample. Members in 14
CoOuntries,

MNorth London BBC Micro Users
Group, 73 Uphill Raad, Mill Hill,
London WW7 4PT 01-959 0114, Mr.
J. San,

Morwich and District BBC Micro
User Group, Room 124, Morwich
City College, Morwich. O603-6001 1
gxt 233. Paul Beverley. Subscription
£2 p.a. (E1 for students and OAPs).
Preston BBC Micro-computer Group,
8 Briar Grove, Ingol, Preston, Lancs.
Mr. D. Coulter. Meetings at Preston
Polytechnic. Newsletter. Software
Library,

CASIO

Casio FX500P Users Group, 38
Grimsdyke, Gt. Missenden, Bucks,
HP18 OLP. Max Francis.

Casio FX702 User Group, 11 Brain-
tree Road, Dunmow, Essex. R. Cooper,
MNewsletter. Membership £6.50 for

5iX ISsUes,

CHESS COMPUTERS

Chess Computers Owners Club,
Vulean Electronics Ltd,, 200 Brent
Streat, Handon, London NWa, David
Bishop. Membership open to all
computer chess players. Regular
magazine. Your Move. Opportunity
1o participate in chess competitions,
to acquire 8 chess grading and en-
titlement to join the Computer Chess
swap Shop. Additional year's guaran-
tee on chess computers supplied by
Yulcan Electronics. Membership free.

COMAL

NCHCC. Polytechnic of Morth London,
Holloway Road, London N7 B8DB, Mr.
o, Anderson, Meetings twice a month
a Community Computer Centre, North
London Paolytechnic.

COMMODORE

(this includes PET. CBM & VIC)
Commodore Pet User Club, 818
Leigh Road, Slough Industrial Estate,
Slough, Berks. 07563-74111.
Independent Commodore Products
User Group

Berkshire group, Mr. Brian Jones,
Dept of Maths and Computing, Slough
College of Higher Education, Welling-
ten Strest, Slough, Slough 34585
ext. 81.

Canterbury area. Mr. J. Bickerstaff,
48 Martin Down Lane, Whitstable,
Kent. 0227 272702, Monthly meet-
ings at the Physics Laboratory of tha
University of Kent, Canterbury.
Derby area. Mr. Raymond Davies,
105 Normanton Road, Derby, Derby
514016. Meetings twice a month at
the College of Further Education,
Mormanton Road, Derby.

Durham area. Mr. J. Cocallis, 20
Worcester Road, Newton Hall Estate,
Durham. 0385 67045, Meetings at
Lawson School, Burtley,

Dyfed area. Mr. Simon Kniveton,
Penpompren Hall, Talybont, Dyfed.
Talybont 303.

Ezsex area. Carol Taylar, 101 Court-
land Avenue, Cranbrook, |ford, Esseax.
01-554 4236, Meetings to be held at
Grande Remedial Centre, Woodman
Path, Hainault, Esseax.

Glasgow area. Dr. Jim MacBrayne,
27 Paidmyre Crescent, MNewton
Mearns, Glasgow. 041-639 5696,
Glos/Bristol area. Mrs. Janet Rich,
23 Sheppard Leaza, Wootton-undear-
Edge. Glos. Wotton-under-Edge 2498.
Monthly meetings.

Hampshire. Mr. R. Geaere, 109 York
Road, Farnborough, Hants.
Herts/Stevenage. Mr. Brian Grainger,
Stevenage 27925, Monthly meetings
at the Provident Mutual Life Assurance,
Purwell Lane, Hitchin, Herts.
Herts/Watford. Mr. Stephen Rabag-
liati, ¢/o Institute of Grocery Distri-
bution, Grange Lane, Letchmore
Heath, Watford. Monthly meetings
at the institute.

Liverpool area. Mr. Tony Bond, 27
Ince Road, Liverpool 23. 051-924-
1606, Meetings twice a month at the
Merchant Taylor School for Boys,
Crosby.

Manchester/Blackpool area. Mr.
David Jowett, 197 Victoria Road,
East, Thornton-Clevelats, Blackpool.
Cleveleys B69108.

Norfolk area. Mr. J. Blair, 7 Beach
Road, Cromear, Morfolk. Vic 20. Mr.
Peter Petts, Bramley Hale, Wretton,
Kings Lynn, Norfolk, PE33 90S5. Stoke
Ferry 500692,

Morthants group. Mr. Peter Ashby,
215 Lincoln Way, Corby. Morthants.
Corby 4442,

Morthern Ireland. Mr. David Bolton,
19 Carrickburn Road, Carrickfergus,
Co. Antrim BT38 7ND.

North London. Mr. Barry Miles, Da-
partment of Business Studies, Poly-
tachnic of North London, Holloway
Road, London M.7. Pet group of ACC
meets every other Tuesday at the
Faoly.

MNorth Wales area. Mr. John Poole, 6
Ridgeway Close, Connah's CQuay,
Clwyd, CHS 4LZ

South-East Region. Wng. Cdr. M.
Ryan, 164 Chesterfield Drive, River-
head, Sevenoaks, Kent. 0732-53536.
Meetings twice a month at Charles
Darwin School, Jail Lane, Biggin Hill,
Kent.

South Midlands. Mr. M.J. Memman,
12 York Street, Stourport-on-Severn.
Meetings on last Thursday of month.
South West Scotland. Mr. John
smith, 19 Brewlands Road, Syming-
ton, Kilmamock, KA1 5RW.

Suffolk area. Mr. A. Morris, 30 KEelzo
Road, Bury 5t Edmunds, Suffolk,
Bury 5t. Edmunds (0284) 61870.
West London. Mr. Geoff Squibb, 108
Teddington Park Road, Teddington,
Middlesex. 01-997 2346.
Yorkshire area. Mr. Bob Wood, 13
Bowland Crescent, Ward Green,
Barnsley, South Yorkshire. 0248
811586.

Independent Pet Users Group,
Robert Mays School, West Street,
Odiham. Mr. G.A. Parkin. 025-871-
2700.

Pet Users Education Group, Dept.
Physiology, Queen Elizabeth College,
Camden Hill Road, London WE 7 AH.
Dr. C. Smith. 01-837-5411 x 429.
Southern Association of Pet Users,
42 Compton Road, Brighton, BN1
5AN. Mr. H.W. Pilgrim. 027 3-586.

COMPUCOLOR

Compulcolor 11 Users Group UK,
19 Harnwood Avenue, Bromley, Kent.
01-460 2626. Bill Donkin. Quarterly
newsletter. Hard and software advice,
Software library.

COSMAC

Cosmac Users Group. 54 Runny-
mede Avenue, Bournemouth, Dorset.
BH11 95E. Mr, P. Hibbs.

CPM

CPM Users Group, 11 Sun Streat,
Finsbury Square, London EC2ZM 2PS.
01-247 0691. Ms. Stevenson. All
CPM machines. Meetings six times a
yvear. Mewsletter six times ayear. 750
members. Membership £6. £15 cor-
porate. £50 vendor.

CROMENCO

International Association of
Cromenco Users, P.O. Box 17658,

Irvine, Califormia, 32713, USA.

DAI

DA Inamic., Heide 98, 3171 West-
meerbank, Belgium.

DIGITAL

DECUS, P.O. Box 53, Reading, Berks,
0734-387726. Debra Brown. Thres
meatings a year. Regular newslatter.
Seminars. Free mambership.

DYSLEXIA

Mayfiald Dyslexia Computer Group,
CFX, Bradley House, Little Trodgers
Lane, Mayfield East, East Sussex
TN20 6PW. Brother Henry.

EDUCATION
MUSE — MINI AND MICROCOM/
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PUTER USERS IN SECONDARY
EDUCATION, cfo Five Ways School,
scotland Lame, Bartley Green, Bir-
mingham B32Z 4BT. 021-476 7669.
Mr. R.M. Trigger. Muse insurance for
micro-computer equipment. MUS
software library and distributed soft-
ware scheme. MUSE publications.
Quarterly magazine. Subscription £9
per year. Over 3000 members.

1800 & 1802

1800 users group of Finland, P.O.
Box 559, SF 00101, Helsinki, Finland.
Richard Eller.

FORTH

Forth Interast Group. Polytechnic
South Bank, Borough Road, London
SE1. Contact Mr. K.G. Morrisan, 15
st. Albans Mansions, Kensington
Court Palace, London W8 5QH.
Monthly meetings. Newsletter. £7
p.a.

GENEALOGY

Computers in Genealogy, Society of
Genealogy. 37 Harrington Gardens,
London SW7 4JX. Mr. A.J. Dramp.
Subscription £3 a year.

HEALTH

Primary Health Care Group of the
British Computer Society. Chevelay
Park, Medical Centre, Belmont,
Durham. 03B85-64285. Dr. Malcolm.
Variety of machines from ZXB1,
Apple, Pet to Black Boc and RML3BOZ
Meetings every six weaks. Sub-groups
throughout the country. 150 members.
£6 subscription.

British Medical Information Founda-
tion working on software develop-
ment with over 100 doctors using
Apples for prescribing.

HP41C & ZX81

Norsk Data Samfunn, Tuengen Alle,
Oslo 3, Norway. Chris Solheim. 02-
147110,

INTEL

UK Intel MDS Users Group, Space
Intelligence, The Old Coach House,
Court Row, Upton-Upon-Severn,
Worcestershire WRS ONS. Lewis Hard,

INTERCALC

International Electronic Spread-
sheet Users Group— Intercalg, Inter-
cale UK, Alpha House, 7th Floor,
Rowlandsway, Manchester M22 BRG.
For everyone interasted in Visicale,
Supercale, Magicale and other elec-
tronic spreadsheets. £15 subscription,

ITHACA & 5100

Ithaca Intersystams and S100 BUS
Users Group, Seastian, Baverstrasse
20C, 800 Munich 83, West Germany.,
Baorge Brooke.

MEDICAL

Medical Micro Users Group. c/o
Medicom, 14 Broadway, London
W.13. 01-679-6845. Mr. P. Dixon.

MENSA

The Home Computing Special Inter-
@5t Group of British Mensa, 305

Stand Lane, Radcliffe, Manchester
M26 9JA. Gordon Grant. Six news-
lattars a year. £2 subscription. Re-
stricted to members of MENSA.

MK-14

MK-14 User Group. 8 Poolsford Road,
London NWS GHP. 01-200-62089,
Mr. G. Philips.

NASCOM

International Mascom Microcom-
puter Club. c/o Oakfield Corner,
Sycamore Road, Amersham, Bucks.
HP& 65U, The Secretary.
Merseyside Nascom Users Group,
14 Hawkeshead Close, Maghull,
Livarpoal L31 9BT. Mr. T. Searle.
Monthly meetings.

990

990 User Group. 21 Thistle Downs,
Morthway Farm, Tewksbury. D584-
293821 x 210.

9300

8900 Users Group, Dept. of Com-
puter Sciemce, University of Man-
chester, Manchester M13 SPL

OHIO

Ohio Scientific UK User Group, 194
West End, Somerset BA160LA. Tom
Graves. Newsletter. £5 subscription.

ORIC
Oric Owner Magazine. Tangerine

Computer Systems, Cambridge
Science Park, Cambridge CB4 4BH.
PASCAL

Pascal Usar Group. P.O. Box 52,
Pinner, HAS 3FE. Mr. N. Hughes. 01-
BE66-3B16.

UCSD Pascal User Group. Dicoll
Data Systems Ltd., Bond Close, Kings-
land Estate, Basingstoke, Hants.
RG24 0QB. Mr. J. Ash.

UCSD p-System Users’ Society (UK),
Oxford University Computing Lab-
oratory, Programming Research
Group, 45 Banbury Road, Oxford
0X2 6PE. Malcolm Harper, Secra-
tary. The society exists to promote
the use of the UCSD p-System and
of the UCSD Pascal Language
Quarterly newsletter. Software
library, Membership £12.50.

PILOT

UK Pilot User Group. Wirral
Grammar School, Cross Lane,
Bebington, Wirral LE3 3AQ0. Alec
Wood. Pilot is available for a wide

range of micro-computers. Full details
from this group.

POCKET COMPUTERS

The Pocket Computer Users Club.
13 Sutherland Avenue, Leeds LS8
1BY. Leeds 663433. A Faint. PC-
1211, Tandy pocket computer, PC-
1500 and Tandy PC-2. Six issues of
Dutput magazine a year. 150 members
worldwide, Subscription £5.

POWERTRAIN

Powartrain Users Club. 50 Crom-
well Road, Wimbledon, London
SW19 8LF. 01-540 3713.

PROTON ACCELERATION

Epworth House, 25/35 City Road,
London EC1Y 2DE. Research & de-
valopment with 6502-6808 machines
including Apple, BEC, Microtran, Pet
etc. Newsletter, meetings.

RESEARCH MACHINES
(RML)

Morth East RML-3B0Z Users Group,
Computer Unit,’ MNorthumberland
Building, Mewcastle Polytechnic.
0632-326002. Mr. Hatfield. Monthly

meetings. Subscription £5. 30
meambers.
ROBOTICS

Robotic Study Group. 01-982-7044,
Peter Matthews. 30-40 members.

SCIENTIFIC

Comp-80 Scientific Computer Users
Group. 50 Cromwaell Road, Wimbla-
don, London SW19 BLZ. Mr. Roberts.
01-540-3713.

6502
6502 Users Club, 16 Bun Yam Close
Pirton, Mr. Hitchin, Herts. 0462-
18522

6502 Users Group. 70 Sydney Road,
Gosport, Hants. PO12 1PL. 07017
24805. Mr. S.E. Cole. Interest group
with information database. 30
members.

6800

68 Micro User Group, 41 Pebworth
Road, Harrow HAT1 3UD. Mr. J. Ander-
son. SAE for info.

77/68

77/68 Usars Group, Newbury Com-
puting Store, 40 Bartholomew Street,
Newbury, Berks. Free membership
for first year after you have bought
the instruction book/manual. £1.50
afterwards,

SHARP

Humberside Sharp User Group and
Microcomputer Society, 39 Humber-
ville Road, Immingham, South Hum-
berside DN4D 14X Mr. N.J. Banning-
ton. £5 subscription.

International Sharp User Group,
108 Rosemount Place, Aberdeen.
0224 630526. Mr. Graham Knight.
Regular magazine. Subscription £3
for life. 3000 members in 44 countries.
MZ-B80K User Group. 19 Madingley
Road, Cambridge. CB3 OEG. Mr. P,
Hendrie. SAE.

Sharp Gamers Group. 29 Butter-
mera Road, Sheffield, S7 2ZAX. Mr. N,
Williams. Membership £3 a year.
Sharp MZBOK User Group, 16 Elm-
hurst Drive, Hornchurch, Essex RM11
1PE. Mr. J. Seet. 04024 42905.
Sharp MZ-BOK User Group. c/o
Carisma Computer Consultants, B
Blackdown Avenue, Waterthorpe,
Sheaffield S19 6NG. Mr. R. Erdinc.
Meetings and newsletter to be
arranged. Subscription £10 including
free tape of disassembler which will
co-raside with any program and free
chess tape. 25 members.

Sharp MZ80 Users Club. Computer
Centra, Yeovil College, Yeovil,

Somarset BA21 4AE, Paul Chappell,
Free membership. Meeatings, Library,
newsletter,
Sharp PC-1211 Users Club, 281
Lidgett Lane, Leeds. LS17 6FD. Mr.
J. Dakeyne,

6800

New Address. 63 Millais Road,
London E11 4HB. Mr. J. Turnar. 01-
558 36B1.

SORCERER/6800

Shipley College Computer Group.
shipley 58531, Paul Channall.

SORCERER

European Sorcerar Club, 32 Watch-
yvard Lane, Formby, Liverpool L37
3JU. 0704 872137, Mr. Colin Morle.
10 newsletters/magazines a year.
Subscription £7.50 UK, £10 European,
E15 overseas. 500 members.

TANGERINE

Tangerine Users Group. 16 |ddles-
leigh Road, Charminster., Bourne-
mouth, Dorset BH3 7JR. 0202 294394,

2650

Amateur Computer Club 2650, Tyn-
¥Y-Coed, Kilnwood Lane, South
Chailey, East Sussex BNB 4AL.0273
400347. Mr. Roger Hunt. Related
data and assistance on 2650.

TEXAS

Mational TL58,/9 Club. Dept of Elec-
tronic Engineering, University College,
Swansea, 5. Wales. Mr. R.M. Murphy.
Bi-monthly newsletter. Program
exchange. £5 subscription.

TI 99/4 Users Group. 157 Bishops-
ford Road, Morden, Surrey. Mr. P.M.
Dicks.

TI99/4A. Tl Home, 157 Bishopford
Road, Morden, Surrey.

TRANSDUCER

66 Waterloo Road, Penvlan, Cardiff,
5. Wales. Mr. D. Stockqueler, special
interests robotics, micros and micro
hardwars,

TRS80

B0 UK User Group including Video
Genie. 123 Roughwood Drive, North-
wood, Kirkby, Merseyside L33 9UG.
Mr. N. Ruston. Bi-monthly magazine.
Independent TRSBOD Usear Group. 17
Langbank Avenue, Rise Bank, Motting-
ham NGE 5§BU. Mr. Costella.

Mid Kent TRS-B0 Users Club. Kent
Micro Services, 55 High Street,
Maidstone, Kent, Mr. Marriott,
MNational TRS-80 Users Group. 404
High Street, Stony Stratford, Milton
Keynes, 0908 566660/564271. Mr.
Brian Pain. Regular newsletter. Sub-
groups throughout the country.
Workshops also held around the UK.
Software libraries, Newsletter,
Barrow-in-Fumess, Mr. Jack Lowther,
131 South Row,. Roose, Bamow-in-
Fumess, Cumbria, 0229 34853,
Home 0229 26214 Work.

Belfast. Mr. Jim Emsking, 94 Trossach
Drive, Upper Malone, Belfast BT10
OHU. Belfast 626626 Home. Belfast
48259 Work.
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Birmingham. Mr. Mike Gibbons, 1
Mew Street, Castle Bromwich, Bir-
mingham. 021-747 2260.
Blandford Forum. Os House, Bland-
ford Computers, Higher Shaftesbury
Road, Dorset. 0258 53737.
Bridgend. Mr. Peter Chapman, 35
Park Court Road, Bridgend. Mid
Glam. 0656 3484,

Brighton. Mr. John Bedford, 198
Rose Walk, Goring-by-Sea, Waest
SUSgex,

Bristol., Mr. Roger Bampkin, 19
Wood Street, Eastville, Bristal.
Chelmsford. Mr. R. Hamlett, Pine
Lodge, Debden Lane, Loughton, Essex.
Colchester. Mr. Ray Smith, 8 Mallard
Close, Laver-de-la-Haye, Colchester,
Essex.

Derby. Mr. John Kidd. Derby 766530.
Business Sub Group. Mr. Brian Pain.
0908 564271.

Edinburgh. Mr. Ted Gladstone. 031
G661 4558.

Fareham — Hants. Mr. Brian Shapherd,
Security Centre, 203 West Street,
Farasham, Hants. Fareham 289114,
Glasgow. Mr. Jim Macpherson,
Uddineston 813717 or B12797.
Gloucester. Mr. John Christie, 10
The Pramleys, Longhope, Gloucestar
GL17 0OQF. 0452 830141 Evenings.
Haywards Heath. Mr. Mike Molloy,
6 The Copse, Haywards Heath,
Sussex. 01-799 8844,

Huill. Mr. John Lawrence, Hull 437150
Day. Hull 493856 Evening.

Isle of Wight. Mr. M. Collins, 3
Alteroft Gardens, Ventnor, LO.W. Bb
2008.

Leeds. Mr. John Jowitt, 38 King
Edward Crescent, Horsforth, Leeds.
0532 581734,

London — North. Mr. John Wells-
man, 292 Caledonian Road, London
MN.1. 01-608 D157.

London — S.W. Mr. Ron Everitt, ZA
Longdown Lane Narth, Ewell, Surrey.
01-394 2123.

London — Wast and Medical Sub-
group. Dr. Nick Robinson, The Resi-
dencies, Morthwick Park Hospital,
Watford Road, Harrow, Middlesex
HA1 3UJ. 01-864 5311.
Manchester. Mr. Francis Glenister,
13 Prdmouth Road, Withington,
Manchester M20 9GM. 061 445 71391.
Market Harborough. Mr. Meil Griffiths.
Market Harborough 65718 Wark.
Medway. Mr. Alan Reid, 22 Wood-
deys Road, Rainham, Kent. Medway
367012,

Merseyside. Microcomputer Group.
Mr. Peter Toothill. 061 9227260
Work. 051 2209733 Homae.
Middlesex, Educational Sub-group.
Mr. D. Futcher, Beaconsfield First
and Middle School, Beasconsfield
Road, Southall, Middlesex, 01-574
3506 School. 01-743 5310 Home.
Midlands East. Mr. Brian Chiplin, 33
Hurst Croft, Chilwell, Motts NG3 5DE.
0602 252015.

Morth West Group. Mr. Melvyn
Franklin, 40 Comless, Westhough-
ton, Bolton BLS 3EG.

Nuneaton. Mr. Fred Challoner, 40
Whoberley Avenue, Coventry CV5H
8BP.

Oxfordshire. Mr. Steve Bird, 138 The
Moors, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 2AF,
05675 6703.

Rochdale. Mr. Melvyn Palmer, 28
Rooley Moor Road, Rochdale, Lancs.
0706 54681.
Southampton. Mr. Ron Watson, 136

Ringwood Road, Totton, South-
ampton. 0703 BEB6239.
Swindon. Mr. Bob Sparling, The

Ridgeway, 51 Station Road, Chisel-
don, Nr. Swindon, Wilts. SN4 OFW.
Wirral. Mr. M. Keegan, 205 Holm-
lands Drive, Oxton, Birkenhead,
Merseyside L43 OUS. 051 608 7262,
York. Mr. John Rutherford, 12 Gregory
Close, Skelton, York ¥03 6X5. 0904
470727.

TOPIC — Tandy Owners Program-
ming & Information Club. 1 Alex-
andra Road, Bournemouth, BHE 5JA.
Mr. D. Washford. 0202-671122 -
day. 0202-423964 — evenings.
TRS-80 & Video Genie Users Group
of Nottingham. 30 Waterloo Road,
Beeston, Mottingham. Mr. Leduc.
DE02-225165. ;
TRS-B0 User Group. 3 Highbury
Closa, Springwell, Gateshead, NE9
7JPU. Dr. 5. Tetlow. Washington
462532,

West Herts B0 Group. 20 Spruce
Way, St. Albans, Park Streat, 73633.
Mr. T. Bradbury. Meeatings twice a
month at St Stephens Pansh Church,
Bricket Wood.

UK 101/SUPERBOARD

CUA User Group {Computer User
Aids), 14 Carlton Road, Romford,
Essex. Mr. Adrian Water. Quarterly
newsletter. Subscription £9.20.

ZX80/81

Armold School ZXB81 Users Club, 4
Little Polton Lanme, Polton le Fylde,
Blackpool, SYE 7ET. Mr. Hiltan.

Avlesbury ZX Computar Club,
Avlesbury B30867. Mr. D.P. Nowot-

nik. Monthly meetings at Aylesbury
College,

Edinburgh ZX Computer Club. 159
Meadowplace Road, Edinburgh. Mr,
K. Mitchell. 031-334 8483.
Educational £X Users Group. High-
gate School, Birmingham, B12 205
Mr. Eric Deeson. Bi-monthly news-
letter, other publications and software.
Subscription £2.00. 1500 members
in 30 countries.

Harrogate ZX User Club. / Dragon
Parade, Harrogate. HG1 5BZ. Mr. P.
Richmond. Fortnightly meetings.
Mational ZX User Group. 44-46 Earls
Couft Road, London W8 6EJ. Mailing
address. Interface magazine monthly.
Subscriptian £9.50 UK, £12.50
Europe. £16 Rest of World. 4000
members,

Orpington ZX Computer Club. 23
Arundel Drive, Orpington, Kent BRE
9JF. Mr. R.A. Pyatt. 66 20281.
Weekly meetings. Bi-monthly news-
letter and actual reviews of soft-
ware. £8 associate subscription. £28
including all refreshments and equip-
mant coverad by insurance on pre-
mises and to and from mestings.
Software library available.

Sinclair ZX81 National Software
Association. 15 Woodlands Road,
Womburne, Staffs, WWE OJZ. News-
letter, £6 subscription includes soft-
ware an cassatio.

Swindon Users Club. 47 Grosvenor
Road, Swindon. Whlts, SN1 4LT. Mr.
A, Bartlett, 0793-30770.

ZX Walsall. Mr. C. Rose. Walsall
25465,

ZXB80 Users Club. P.O. Box 1589,
Kingston upoan Thamas, Sy. KT2 5¥ 0.
mMr. D. Blagden.

80-column card.

Ext. Card, and Multiplan.

227 ELLIOTT ST, TYLDESLEY,
MANCHESTER.

TEL: 0942-B92B18

Are you trying to increase your personal or
business productivity?! Produce documents or
charts more quickly and easily? Find the key that
will stimulate your students or trainees?

Then turn to the Apple lle personal computer.
The next logical step from our world famous Apple
Il Plus computer, the Apple lle has a slew of new
features and enhanced capabilities. Like an
enlarged, 64K memory (expandable to 12BK). A
custom keyboard. Upper and lower case text. And
eight built-in expansion slots, including one for an

Call us now for SPECIAL OFFERS on

APPLE lle 64K STARTER SYSTEM comprising Disk Drive &
Controller, Monitor ///, B0 Col. Card.

APPLE lle 128K EXECUTIVE SYSTEM comprising:

2 Disk Drives B Controller. Monitor ///, B0 Col/G4K

My
COoMMITER
CoNsupranTs
Lin

MCC

HAVE YOU GOT A BBC MICRO?
THEN YOU NEED:

LIPS
.

Please supply me with :

of the magazine

the magazine

WE WON'T TRY TO PUSH LASERBUG ON
YOU LIKE THE OTHERS - SEND OFF FOR A
SAMPLE COPY AND YOU’LL FIND THAT
LASERBUG SELLS ITSELF

ILABLE. .. BECDUST COVERS AVAILABLE. .. BBCDUSTC

Specially made LASERBUG Dust Covers available for only £3.25

inclusive. Made of high quality polvester/cotton which is better than
the less attractive PVC ones. Anti-static and in a complimentary
colour. Use the form at the bottom to order.

ERSAVAILABLE. .. BECDUST COVERS AVAILABLE. .. BBC

A sample copy of LASERBUG @ £1.00
A 12 Month subscription to LASERBUG @ £12.00 for 12 issues

A 6 Month subscription to LASERBUG @ £6.00 for 6 issues of

An overseas subscription to LASERBUG @ £14.00 (Surface Mail
— write for details of air mail)

...... LASERBUG Dust Cover(s) @ £3.25 each
Ienclose acheque/POfor £..... s
v e Sl SR AT

... made payable to LASERBUG

Please send the mmﬁleted form to: LASERBUG Dcft. WM,
10 Dawley Ride, Colnbrook, Slough, Berks., SL3

0QH.
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Fergusson Computers Ltd

The Professional Microcomputer Company

@ Repair & Maintenance @ Consultancy @ Programming @ Training @ Leasing & Rental

Anybody can sell computers. But we provide a total computer service. This
means that when we sell acomputer system our professional ex perience will ensure that your
business, large or small, will run at optimum efficiency. And, unlike many, we will be here to offer 3
comprehensive after sales support service, when you need it. Take a look at the advantages of
buying from us and judge for yourself.

< Applell Apple Il
® Worlds most popular micro

@ Accounting Systems

@ Financial P|a|"|in.g And now ﬂ REAL 16 bit mifrﬂ'
® Database
® Word Processing

@ Many other applications TH E N EW SAG E l I

OFFERS MORE
PERFORMANCE FOR £2500

THAN ANY COMPUTER
IN HISTORY.

o S
REVOLUTION COMPUTER IF TECHNOLOGY

Free Seminars
in progress
every week.

RAIR BLACK BOX Contact us
MG RO € M 10, B for dEtEIIJS

13@?@*388@&} r :31 E'D;d::}:f, V:;Ir:QT; P-TGU;E. o

New Zealand Avenue, Walton-on-Thames,

3 - g
. [y Y Surrey KT12 1PY.
- ™
\J@MD@Q@?@ | Please tell me how your professional
F 1. assistance can benefit my business...
irmnired
Ground Floor,

Wellington House,
New Zealand Avenue,
Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey KT12 1PY.

Tel. Walton-on-Thames (09322) 41692 (6 lines)

Word
processing
System with
Daisywheel Printer
from £1995

™ < Rair Black Box

® Winchester Hard Disc

® Full range of CP/M Software

@ Sophisticated Accounting System
® Production Control

MNAME

COMPANY

MATURE OF INTEREST,

ADDRESS.

L-I---_-

.
h
;
| rvreorFBusinEss
i
i
i

: - TEL. NO._ S LS
_--_----_-_--
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Here is this
month’s
updated
buyer’s guide
giving
information on
microcomputers
currently
available in the
UK for under
£5000. New
machines are
highlighted in
blue. Every
effort is made
to keep the
information
accurate and
comprehensive but please
send any additions or corrections

to:

Buyer’'s Guide Editor, Which Micro & Software Review, 57a Hatton Garden,
London EC1N 8JD. Telephone 01-242 6552.

In order to keep the listings as free of computer jargon as possible we have
wherever possible tried to make the guide straightforward and self-

explanatory.

The Microcomputers listed in the main section of the Buyer's Guide are
arranged by price in ascending order. To find a particular computer check
its price in our alphabetical cross reference section.
Reclall . e £2225-£4450 Director System ..............£1999 R e e e i e . £4000 "
Ao ATOM o0 o s e £120-E250 D R il i . E199 Sanyo MBC 200/300 . .....E2250-£3500 _
ADSSSystem 42 . ............ . £3000 Durange FBS . ............... E£A985 R TR . £2200 '
Altos Series 5-150/5-50. . ... ... £2425 Eaghy b IV 8 rm G indel oy £2350-£3650 Seed System 19............. . £1900-£4895
Andromeda 12L. . ............ . £1299 Epson MX-20. Cieee. .. EA02-E475 Sharp PC1261 . ............. . €80
Andromeda Alpha . . .......... . £695-£3695 Equinox Series 50008X........ . £2950 Sharp PC1500 .. ............. E170
Andromeda Zita P+PW. .. .. ... . £995-£2885 Equinox Series BOOOSX. .. ... .. . £4250 Sharp MZBOA. ............... E477
P T e R ¢ | Facit Desktop 6510/6520...... . E2560-£3420 Sharp MM0B. ............... £899
AppleI . e e e E£2418 L e ek N S R S . E2900 Sharp PC3201 ............... E2750
[ e 1] e Pt - .2 £400 Genia 1B N).................E298 Signet 20287211 .. .. ......... £1400-£1750
AP L e e £399 Blalie THE" . 0 o . E1900 Simclair ZXB1 . ... ............ £49.95
T ek ] e R T £1095 Hewlett Packard HPTSC .. ..... . E694 Sinclair Spectrum . . ........... E125-E17h
FRGENEE ot n s s £299-£399 Hewlett Packard HPBGA . . . . . .. CE12%1 i e RO e T R £790
BMC Oki 800 Model 20........ £3150 Hewlett Packard HPBSA . . .. . .. . E1917 Sord M23 MKI-MKV .. ....... . E1870-£2266
Bonzai SM3000 .............. £2750 Hewlett Packard 87 ...........E1739 Sord M23P .................E1560-E2060
Caltext 1/1A-3/3A............ £1899-£2149 Wiy I W . s E2Z280 Stratos. . RS 4d ol Faie o RN
Cadiny AR .8 v pecnmnmni £a457-E4657 IBM Personal Computer . . ... ... E2950 Sund:m:: i, IR, . . . L |
Comom TX10/16 ... ....ccv0us- E£800 ICL Madel 10-31 .. ...... ... £2421-£4321 Superhrain 'Il."'Wﬁ veo... E1800-£2415
ConnptB A=, S v i w7 B g£2500 e T R S e E3600 System M-Three. ............. E1795-E3150
Coslo FXTDOP. .............. £90 O | P R R R S £2700 TECE. .o, .. . . . o £1380
Cazin FXTOZP. . . o fiade wnn b £135 Kalamazeo K10O0OO............. £3750 Tele Video TS802 Range. ..... .. £2535-£4349
Casio FXBODIP. .. ............ E350 Kemitron K3000F . ............ £3795 TN oo, ) e . E150
CagioPBY0D ................EBO Kontrom P5180...............£3700 TN o o v ok ¢ ¢ o 2B o gl i O £3499
Colour Gemie ..............%. £199 i MR e T L L R £550 TRS-80 PC-1. ademianie | LLTEEN
Comart Communicator CP range. . . . £1895-£2495 T SR DT St £2795 TRS-80 PC-2. R o
Comert CP100Q . ............. £3395-£4395 Metrotech Dynabyte 5200,/5300 . . . £2440-£3350 TRS-80 Colour Cumpmer ...... . E229-£369
Commodore 64 . AN [ Metrotech Dynabyte 5505. .. .. .. £A4690 TRS-B0 Maodel 11 . s w s o ERDHY
Commodore Sanu 4Illl[l ....E550-£6495 Midwitch Controller .. ........ . £375 Transtec BC2 .. ... ... ....c... . E1975-£2400
Commodore 510 . By gt el - Microtam . .......o00vvvuvn..EF19-F90 Triumph Adler Alphatronic P2 . . . . £2935
Commodore SEriE!. H-[IIII] Am e . EB95-£1185 Micro Professar . .. .......... . EBO 1] ]~ Fer R R d LRt PR i . E309-E£1149
Commodors 700 Series......... £985 Midas Range . ... ER95-E3520 Vector V4 20/30 ............ . £2995-£3995
Canaept-B9 .......00n00n020.. £995 Millbank Erﬂam H] . v ... £E2395-£2895 Vector Series BD1.............£3255
T Bl L e e e el E295-£3956 T e eSO SR . E1350 Wie 20 . . . .. 000 @i £120
Corvus Concept . .. ........... E4250 Morrow Designs. . ........... . £895-£2295 Wieat 1B . o n- b s £4985
Cromenco Personal Computer . . . . E1095-E£1735 Multicomputer M210 .......... £4250 Xerox 820 & 820-11........... £1750
Cromenco System 1/2..........E2295-£2620 Meseom 1-2. . K . iuint e £125-F265 YD8110 . - e v .. o E3500-E3900
Cromenco System 3 .. ......... £4495 Nostam 1-7. .. ..o i iannsns £125-£265 Zenith 2100/120-22 . .. . ....... £1973-£2453
Data General Enterprise 100 . . . . . £4750 T T e S e E3I76-E506 Oric 1 . A aen B AN X
DEC Rainbow 100 ............E2359 Newhrain AJAD .............. E£2331-£267 g U R O £2645
DEC Professiomal 325.......... £2677 North Ster Advantage . . ... ... .. E2186 Oshorne 1 . ceaeines ETZNE
DEC Professiomal 350..........£3317 Olivetti M20 .............0.0.. £2385 Rair Black BI:II 3.-"3“-1 .......... £3750
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Sinclair ZX81

Home 1K- No No Basic Other Sinclair Research 0276-685311

Education B4K

COMMENT: The classic “starter” computer now available for less than £50. Considered hest for learning rather than doing anything too serous.
Cassette tape storage only. Memory can be expanded to 16K with plug in extra memary and even further with the independent supphers. This additional
memory can cost more than the ZX81.

SOFTWARE: Plenty of software available at around £5, but anything useful tends to require the extra RAM pack. Includes limited graphics but it won't
look like an arcade game. Wide range of independent companies supplying software packages.

£79-- 1-48K R5-232
£80 available

Jm_sa

Basic Tangenne 0353-2271

Forth

Home Extra No

Technical

Microtan

COMMENT: A micro supplied either in kit or ready assembled form intended for home and technical use. The Microtan is based on the 6502 chip and
consists of a basic motherboard with the keyboard or numeric keypad extras. You view the im age on your own domestic TV. Provision for ultimate up to
328K if required. Programs can be loaded from your own cassette recorder and the system can expand to include disk drives. The Microtan appeals to bath
the enthusiastic beginner or the dedicated hobbyist who wishes to expand his system from the essentizl elements to include larger memory capacity and
high-resalution graphics.

SOFTWARE: Limited range available.

FERO None |No No

Casio PB100 Home. Business Basic Own Casio 01-450 9131

COMMENT: Yet another pocket ““computer” — ane of the fastest growing areas of the micro world — the PE100 has the capacity to handle ten
programs tatalling up to 544 program steps with 26 independent memories available. If you trade program steps for memory there can be a maximum of 94
memories. Using an optional expansion pack the number of program steps can be extended to 1568 and memaories to 222 With a typewriter style keyboand
and separate numeric keypad, the PB100 has a 12 position dot matrix display and has facilities for playing games just like larger micros. Powered by 2
lithium batteries the PE100 works up to 360 hours on a single set. A cassette interface and printer will be available soon.

SOFTWARE: The PB100 comes with its own programming guide to Basic.

EBO 42K | No No

COMMENT: A pocket micro camputer an the lines of the PC1500 from the same company. 24 character single fine liquid crystal display. Up to 300
hours operation from a single set of batteries. Optional cassette recorder — using micro-cassette and combined printer available at around £100,
SOFTWARE: Though the system can be programmed in Basic there is only a very limited range of programs available as yet

£80 2-4K | No No - Other

Home, Business Basic Exclusive Sharp 061-205 2333

| Sharp PC1251

Education
Home

Micro Professor
0703 34003

COMMENT: The Micro Professor is a complete micro computer system but designed chiefly to be a learning tool. It is really only suitable for hobbyists,
students and for use by instructors of electronic engineering and computer science. It can be expanded with a speech synthesiser board |£85), a 20
character thermal printer (£72), a sound generator board (£70) and an Eprom Programmer Board (£85).
SOFTWARE: None supplied — as a leaming tool the user is expected to write his/her own software.

£89 1.9K No No Dther

Flight Electronics ’

TRS-80
PC-1

Home Basic

Tandy 0922-548181 —‘

COMMENT: Genuine pocket computer with integral 24 character display. Separate numeric keypad with 15 arithmetical functions and ten digit numeric
accuracy. Limited business use with 1.9K memory. A printes/cassette interface available as an extra produces hard copy 16 characters wide.
SOFTWARE: Range of cassette software with 15 programs ranging from games and business statistics to surveying and awiation. Prices start at £5.95
and go up to £15.95. .

£89.95

Home JK- No No
Education 19K

Jupiter Ace Forth Other

Jupiter Cantab 0954-80437 ‘

COMMENT: Designed by two peaple involved with the Sinclair Spectrum, the Ace is unusual in using Forth as its native language. However Farth is ten
fimes faster than Basic and easy to lean. Your own domestic television is used with the Ace, togetuer with your cassette tape recorder. The Ace has
chunky graphics and a sound facility. There will be a 16K memory expansion and a parallel printer interface available soon.

SOFTWARE: A catalogue is sent with each machine, but as yet there is only a small chaice for Ace users. But with increased populanity of the machine,
the independent software companies may produce packages for this model

£90 * | None No No

Casio FX-700P Business Basic Dwn

Casio 01-450 9131

COMMENT: Pocket computer on the lines of the Sharp models, with a typewriter style keyboard and 12 position dot matrix display. Handles up to ten
programs with a total maximum number of steps of 1568 and 26 memonies. The memory steps can be increased fo up to 222 at the cost of program steps.
Dffline programs and data storage available using the cassette tape recorder interface FA3. There wiu be a prinfer available soon.
SOFTWARE: The FX-T00F is supplied with a progeam library included in the price.

Oric-1 £100- | Home 16-48K | Yes No Basic Centronics Oric Products Imemational
E169 | Education 0990-27641
COMMENT: The Oric comes into the hottest part of the micro market competing head an with the Spectrum, at a far lower price. It has an ergonomic
keyboard with 57 moving keys, 8 colours, 7 octaves of sound and a hi-fi sound output. Teletext/ viewdata compatible graphics. There's an optional modern
costing just E50 and coming soon a micro drive and speed printer. Forth language with 48K version.
SOFTWARE: To quote the advertising — software is becoming available for business and other applications hut check that the type of software you want
i5 really available and not just “coming soon”

Acorn Atom £120- | Home, Business 2-12K | Optional | No Basic, Lisp Other Acorn 0223-245200
£250 | Education Forth
COMMENT: Acom, manufacturers of the BBC machine, supply their awn machine in kit or assembled form. You have the chaice of cassette or disk
drive loading, and viewing with your domestic television set, A special communication module is available to link your Atom to any number of Atoms or even
an |BM mainframe computer. So it's a good starting point at a price well below the EBC machine.
SOFTWARE: Acorn have their awn range of Acomsaft programs for the Atom micros and currently there are over 50 programs ranging from games, to
househeld and business applications, plus interactive teaching. Though the range of truly business programs is limited only by the maching's memory
space. A number of independent software companies are now producing programs for the Atom, so there must be over ane hundred packages in total
available. 99

3
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I [ urope’s Only Independent Guide To 1BM Personal Computing

There’s only one IBM Personal Computer
and only one magazine to tell you about it
PC USER - Europe’s only guide to IBM Personal Computing.
Read it every month. Send for your free sample copy now.
You may qualify for 12 months free subscription

Magazine Services Dept
EMAP Business and Computer Publications Lid
Dmirranmt Howse. B Herbal Hull, London EC1R 5]H Tel: 01-837 d-'!:l':l‘;"




£120 |Home 5- Yes |No | Basic
Education 29K

RS-232C Commodore 0753-79292

COMMENT: Apart from the Sinclair ZX81, probably the fastest selling home computer in the UK. A complete departure for Commodore from their
chunky Pet days. The Vic 20 has a typewriter style keyboard with special function keys. The colour is excellent and the graphics make it ideal for games.
Programs can be loaded from cassette or disk drive, but the drives cost twice as much as the Vic. You also have the choice of plug-in carindges. Sinclair is
nin%prudu:e disk drives at £50, so the price of Commodore drives should drop. '

0 ARE: You have three different systems for your software, cassettes — takes the longest time, but the cheapest: cartridges — most convenient —
but expensive and disks if you can afford the drives. There must be over two hundred different games for the Vic ranging in price from £5 upwands.
Cartridges cost around £20 each, with disks £2 more than the equvalent cassette. An increasing number of educational programs are being produced for
the Vic, but as yet httle business software. i

Nascom 1-2

£125- |Home TR TSR TRV [
£265 |Education

RS-232C Lucas Logic 0926-497733

COMMENT: Two kit form micros that can also be supplied ready assembled, both using IBM style keyboards. The Mascom 1 has 47 keys, while the
model 2 increases it to 57 including more contrals. Bath models produce & 16 line 48 character display on the monitor bought separately. Essentially for the
enthusiasl. Now the basis of a range of commercial/indusinal systems.

SOFTWARE: Using Basic many programs can be adapted and there is a limited range available.

Sinclair
Spectrum

£125- | Home 16-48K | Yes No Basic RS-232
£175 | Education soon

Sinclair Research 0276-685311

COMMENT: On specification the Spectrum is a best seller, with the colour graphics facility, 16-48K memory and Teletext compatibility. Add the sound
facility, plus the low cost printer and cheap disk drives and you have potentially the strongest contender in the under £200 market. However it has suffered
from lang delivery times jusi like the BEC machine, but not as long. Once the £50 disk drives and networking facilities become available and the delivery
problems are solved, the Spectrum will have few competitors. But one could well be the Oric.

SOFTWARE: Initially there is a small amount of software available for the Spectrum, mainly in the games field, but this is increasing fast. There should
also be some business programs available in the near future.

Casio FX702P

£135 | Business None | No No Basic Own Casio 01-450 9131

COMMENT: A pocket micro computer which is really a more sophisticated version of the FX-700P. Programming capacity between 1680 steps with
26 memories or BO steps with 226 memories. Vanable between these two figures. Typewriter style keyboard and 55 single key routines including log, trig
and hyperbolic functions. Built-in statistical routines including standard deviation, regression anaalysis and correlation coefficient. Liquid crystal display
showing up to ten digits plus two in the exponent. Powered by lithium batteries providing power for up to 240 hours operation. programs and memory are
retained when the Casio FX-T02 is turmed ofi. Other elements in the Casio system include a cassette interface and the FP10 printer. There will also be
interchangeable RAM packs fo extend the memaory capacity. :

SOFTWARE: Supphied complete with a program library comprising 73 computation examples covering nine fields. You just type them in.

-'.':.:'-_'-ﬁ:'.'.'_'ﬁ'.'la.l'_'.l' -".'_.:.:.-'| ey o B e e’ et e a1 BT o LT, LA R

Texas £150 | Home 16-48K | Yes No Basic Dther Texas Instruments
Instruments Education Pascal 0234 67466
| |Ti99/aA 1 Logo
_ COMMENT: Uses a 18-bit chip and has three ways of loading programs. Cassette, floppy disks and plug-in cartridges. Used with your domestic
E| televsion the TI99,/4 hasn't reached the popularity expected and the price has been reduced from £399, And voucher system makes price effectively £150.
5 SOFTWARE: Mainly available on cassette and cartridge, there is less independent software for this micro than others in this price range.
| |Shar £169.95( Home, Education 3.5- |Neo No Basic RS-232 Sharp 061-205-2333
| |PC1500 Business 11.5K available
r COMMENT: A true pocket micro computer with single line display replacing the conventional monitor. Large typewriter style keyboard with separate
’] numenc keypad. Add-on memory chips increase total RAM to 11.5K, while CMOS circuitry retains data even when the PC1500 is switched off Accessory
i ginlerftassetlﬂ terface produces a printing facility in four colours wsing ballpeint pens.
| OFTWARE: Limited range available in cassette form for the PC1500. Mainly from independent companies like: Kuma Computers of Maidenhead,
j Microl of Cambridge, Elkan Electronics and Micros of Managers — London.
| |TRS-80 £179 | Home 3.5- | No No Basic Other Tandy 0922-648181
§ | PC-2 Business 11.5K
COMMENT: This pocket computer looks very similar to the Sharp PC1500, the main difference being the name at the left hand end of the micra, Sharing
the features of the Sharp PC1500, the PC-2 also has the printer,/plotter/ cassette interface for printing out results in four different colours.
SOFTWARE: Limited range of software available in cassette form for the PC-2, mainly from independent companies like Kuma Computers, Micral of
Cambridge, Elkan Electronics and Micros for Managers. '
Atari 400 £199 | Home 16- Yes No Basic RS-232 Atari 01-900-0511
Education 32K

COMMENT: Advertised extensively on television, the Atari has extremely effective graphics where you can choase from 128 colour combinations and
18 screen amangements. There are four sound channels with a range of three octaves. The Atari 400 has a touch sensitive keyboard and loads from
cassette recorder or disk drive. Programs in cartridge form can also be slotted into the micro. In the under £200 market the 400 faces strong competition
from the Oragon and the Colour Genie apart from the Spectrum.

SOFTWARE: Several hundred different programs are available for the 400, including utility and educational programs. One dealer is even offering 100
free programs with each Atari 400 and that's a real bargain.

Colour Genie
EG2000

£199 | Home 16-32K | Yes No Baic RS-232 Lowe Electronics 0629-43995

Education

COMMENT: Another contender in the under £200 market with 128 programmable graphic characters and three sound channels, plus music
synthesiser. Full size typewriter keyboard, cassette loading, view on your domestic television set.

SOFTWARE: Genie computers are very similar to the TRS-80 range and there is a degree of interchangeability with software. As more programs are
available for the TRS-80 range, even than the Apple, there should be no shortage of programs for the Caolour Genie.

Dragon 32

£199 Home 32- Yes No Basic RS-232 Dragon Data 0792-580651
Education 64K

COMMENT: A new contender in the under £200 market, with 32K RAM, nine different colours and a range of nine octaves of sound. Standard
typewriter keyboard with space bar. Eight graphics pages for five different resolutions and scale from 1/4 10 15 times magnification. The Oragon uses the
G803 chip, more powerful than the 8502 fitted to the Pet, Apple, Atari and similar machines. Programs are loaded by cassette from your own recorder and
viewed on the domestic television set. Disk dive units will be available soon.

SOFTWARE: Currently you have a very limited choice of cartridges or cassettes. Cartridges are expensive but load faster.
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Lynx

£225 | Business 48- Yes Com- | Most RS-232C Camputers Ltd.,
Education 192K patible 0223 315063

COMMENT: Claimed to have an extremely simple Enhanced Basic and easy to understand manual plus a typewriter style keyboard. Unlike most low
priced micros that use a lot of memory for the colour display, the Lynx produces true hi-res graphics. Currently uses a cassette interface, but disk drives,
monitors and printers should be available soon. Provision for expandability to 192K, puts the Lynx streets ahead of many of the £200 competitive
machines.

SOFTWARE: CPM compatibility puts the Lynx ahead of many of its competitors as far as business and professional use is concerned. So you could use
Wordstar with a £200 micro. However Camputers are working on their own range of software.

Micro-Professor

MPF-11

£230 | Home, Business BAK Yes No Basic RS-232 Right Electronics
Education 0703-34003,/27721

COMMENT: The Micro Professor's claim to fame is quite simple, it's compatible with Apple software. Cumently you can only load from casseties, but
disk drives and low cost printers will be available “soon”. Unlike the Apple, the MPF-11 is not expandable but in its normal configuration it has 16K more
RAM than a normal Apple. Provision for software to be plugged into the MPF-11, when its supplied in cartridge form. It takes a few short cuts and the
keyboard is less well designed but if you want an Apple and can't afford it, consider the MPF-11.

SOFTWARE: Compatibility with Apple software gives you an almost unlimited range to choose from.

Newhrain A/AD

£233- | Business 32- No Yes Basic RS-232 Grundy Business Systems
E267 | Education upwards 01-977 1111

COMMENT: Almost pocket sized micro with full size keyboard. You have the choice of loading programs from an extra tape recorder or disk drive
depending on the application. Two versions, with the AD having a calculator type 16 character blue-green display. Dptional battery back-up module and
videotext module for communications with Prestel and all types of viewdata.

SOFTWARE: Initially little available, covers a graphs pack, simple graphics and a text processing package. However, the CPM option lets you have
access to plenty of programs including Wordstar,

Cortex £295- |Home B4K Yes Other | Basic RS-232 Powertran 0264-64455
£395 |Education
COMMENT: 16 bit colour computer available either in kit or ready assembled form. High resalution graphics with user definable characters. Memory
ma video controller. Up to 16 senal /0 ports. Provision for using twin %" disk dnves extra.
SOFTWARE: Using a form of Basic the only curent option is to write your own programs.

BBC A& B |£299- | Home 16K | Yes Extra | Basic, Forth | RS-232 BBC Microcomputer Systems
£399 | Education upwards Pascal, Lisp P.0. Box 7, London W3 GXJ
COMMENT: Developed from the Atam, by Acom, the BBC machine has a full keyboard with ten user definable keys. Programs can be loaded either from
a cassette recorder or a disk drive. Extensive graphics facilities and tone generator. Extremely versatile through built-in connections for taking telesoftware
direct from Prestel and Teletext services. The BBC uses the Econet networking system using ordinary telephone cable. The model B machine has more
sophisticated graphics facilities and an RS-232 compatible interface. This specification makes an attractive package and to avoid the months and months
delay buy your BBC machine direct from one of the handful of dealers stocking it.
SOFTWARE: Acornsoft have their own range of programs for the BBC machine and an increasing number of independent suppliers have a range of
packages. Acomsoft themselves have: Business games, Tree of Knowledge, Algebraic Manipulation and Peeki Computer. For business use: word
processor, desk diary, games are available in the usual range from Invaders to Flight Deck and the solution of the Rubik Cube to name just three. Special
plug-in ROM cartridges are also available and can be used with a special extra interface socket

Genie 1 & 11 £299 |Home, Business 16- No No Basic RS-232 Lowe Electronics 0629-4995

Education 48K

COMMENT: Two similar micros both using the range of TRS-80 Model 11 software. The Genie 1 has its own built-in tape recorder and a full keyboard
with space bar. There's a programmable sound unit and the keyboard gives upper and lower case leter. The Genie 11 has a more advanced keyboand with
71 keys that has a full typewriter style section and four special function keys. A disk drive is available.
SOFTWARE: Apart from the wide range of programs available for the TRS-80 Model 11 Molimenx also have a wide range of TRS-80 software in fact
there are probably more programs available for the TRS-B0/Genie range than any other machine.

TRS-80 £293- | Home 16- Yes No Basic RS-232 Tandy 0922 648181

Colour Computer | £369 | Education 32K

COMMENT: Lowest priced of the TRS-80 range with 16K memory producing eight different colours. Instant loading program packs or choice of loading
from cassettes or disk drives. Upgrade kit £69.95 for extra Basic ROM and hi-res graphics.
SOFTWARE: Wide range of programs covering games and education available from Tandy and Molimen: Ltd.

Tuscan

£309- | Home, Business 8-24K | No Yes Basic, Pascal | RS-232 Microsystems 01-405 5240
£1149 | Education Cobol, Lisp

COMMENT: Starter kit available at £309 intended for first time users and schools and skill centres. Expandable to full CPM, for the person who likes
building computers. The home computer is ready assembled with printer and cassette interface expansion slots and has a professional keyboard as optional
extra, price £499.

SOFTWARE: Use of CPM plus the range of programs in the Microsystems catalogue.

Commodore 64

£340 |Home, Business BaK Yes Extra Most RS-232 Commodore 0753-79292
Education / IEEE 488

COMMENT: F;rﬁnére powerful version of the Vic 20 with a massive 64K for £130 more than the Vic. Hi-res graphics with bit mapped screen. The
dedicated video chip let you use hi-res Sprites — movable object blocks — which can give full three dimensional effects. Three independent voices available
with the sound ¢hip giving a range of nine octaves. Wide range of interface adaptors lets the Commodore B4 communicate via networking, printers, plotters
and Prestel. Typewniter style keyboard with special function keys. Program loading either from cassette recorder or disk drives, bath extra. View the image
on your domestic television sel.

SOFTWARE: While a special range of business software is being produced, existing Vic and 40 column Pet programs can be easily converted. A
machine port accepts plug-in ROM cartridges for business, home and educational applications plus CPM packages.

Casio FX-801P

£350 | Business - No No Basic Own Casio 01-450 9131

COMMENT: Measuring around 10 x B x just under 2", the Casio FXBO1P is an all-in-one micro which could be compared to the Epson MX-20. It's
portable, weighs just 2.3, has a built-in micro-cassette recorder and a 20 digit dot matrix all in a single unit. Powered by 6 AA batteries which provide
power for around 250 hours, optional mains use. From 80 to 1680 steps and 26 to a maximum of 226 memories. Maximum of 10 groups for the built-in

programs. Ten digit single line LCD display.
EIJIHWAHE: As an optional extra there's a program library with 73 examples covering 9 fields, but you have to type them in yourself
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MC Microcontroller

E375 | Education 16K No No Basic RS-232C Datec 061-941 2361

COMMENT: Aimed at the education market and a potential competitor for the Research Machines 3802, the Midwitch MC is a control computer for
schools and wniversities. Intended for cassette loading of programs it uses a version of Basic which is quite close to Microsoft Basic.
SOFTWARE: As this micro uses Basic of a slightly different type, it should be simple to adapt programs that can be run with it. In the education market,
most of the users will most likely be producing their cwn programs rather than relying on commercially produced products.

Nascom 3

Basic
Pascal

Home Yes

Education

£376- 8-48K |No R§-232 Lucas Logic 0926-497733
£506

COMMENT: Single piece micro with typewriter style keyboard complete with cassette interface. Disk drives available as optional extras. Graphics
facilities and potting commands in Basic. 16 parallel input/output lines available. Video controller for 40 or 80 column display.
SOFTWARE: CPM programs plus NAS-Pen — Nascom's own word processor plus specialised debugging aids and editor assemblers.

Atari 800

£379 16- Yes No RS-232 Atari 01-900 0511
48K

Home, Business Basic

Education

COMMENT: The Atari 800 is the top model of their range and features a typewriter style keyboard and memary expansion to 48K. It retains the
axcellent graphics facilities of the model 400, Loading of programs from cassettes or cartridges or a disk drive,

Sﬂfmilﬁi: Apart from the hundreds of software packages for the Atari range, there has been a new trend to produce business programs for the moded
El:ﬂﬂli There is the Chipsoft range from Silicon Chip of Slough who offer: Stock control, sales ledger, purchase ledger, mail shot and PAYE for around £150
each. ;

Epson HX-20

£411 | Business 16- No No Basic R&-232 Epson UK

32K 01-900 0466

COMMENT: A portable micro computer which includes a liquid crystal display that shows 20 characters on a line, and a printer. The keyboard is
standard typewriter style plus eight special function keys. With its built-in ni-cad cells the Epson can operate for up to 50 hours and can be recharged in
gight hours. There is provision for a micro cassette drive as optional extra, to fit on the right of the screen. Price £75 pus VAT,
SOFTWARE: Will be provided in microcassette form and about 12 applications are claimed to be available at launch time.

Yoric

£450 48K Extra Extra Basic Other Kram Electronics

(in ROM) 0533 27556

Business, Home
Education

COMMENT: This is an Apple lookalike made in the Far East, which claims to be compatible with their disk drives and software. No software is supplied.
Far an outht with manitor and disk dnve the prices goes up to £850. For the potential Apple purchaser at a slightly lower price, but without their extensive
hack-up.

SOFTWARE: Being compatible with the Apple there is probably more software available for this micro than any other, apart from the TRS-80. Whether
you want games, education or business programs. If you add the ZB0 softcard CPM programs can be used.

Irvine
IBS 750

£475 | Business B4K No Yes | Most IEEE 488 Irvine Business Systems

0294-75000

COMMENT: Single board computer using ZB0 processor with basics for use with separate keyboard and maonitar. CTC, real time clock with battery

back-up. Monitor in PROM. 80x24 lines video generator. 2 serial ports and 4 parallel ports. Floppy disk controller. 5% " floppy disk double sided, double
density 400K, £195 each,

SOFTWARE: Use of CPM as the operating system assures a wide range of packages for most requirements.

Sharp MZ80A

Basic
Pascal

Home, Business

£477 48K |No Exira Other Sharp D61-205 2333
Education

COMMENT: Single unit micro incorporating 3" green screen monitor, cassette recorder and standard typewriter keyboard with numeric keypad,
Optional disk drives for faster loading of data. ;

SOFTWARE: Limited range of software available, but ample for the home user. Small range of business and education programs. Adding the CPM
option opens the door for specialist programs including Wordstar,

Commodore
Series 400

£550-
£695

16-
32K

Home, Education No No Most

Business

IEEE 488 Commodore 0753-79292

COMMENT: Updated version of the first micro available in the UK, the Commodore Pet. The Series 4000 is a one piece micro with integral manitor with
separale disk drives available as extras. You could use cassette loading. Now looking long in the tooth against the competition.

SOFTWARE: The Commodore applications brochure lists hundreds of specialised programs from word processing to most of the applications needed in
modern business. A large number of games and educational programs are also available.

DAl Personal £595 | Home, Business 48K | Yes Com- | Most RS-232 Data Applications UK 0285-61828
Computer Education patible
COMMENT: Micro with 16 colour hi-res graphics offering program loading either from cassette or disk drives extra. Sound commands for music
ma_h:n The 24K ROM based software includes a fast Basic interpreter, scrolling screen editor, machine code utility program, twin cassette file handling
I5K support.
SOFTWARE: CPM compatibility plus a range of Dainasoft programs covenng games, education, word processing and viewdata — Prestel,
Link 4802 £550 | Education 32- Yes No Basic, TXED | IEEE 488 Research machines 0865-49866 -
Business 256K Forth, Assem
COMMENT: Micro specifically designed to be used in a networking system at far lower cost than competitive systems. Basically a simplified 3802 with
cassette program loading and choice of 40 or B0 characters on your domestic TV screen or monitor. Full graphics facilities of the Research Machines 3802,
with memory not eaten up by the use of graphics.
SOFTWARE: Compatible with the wide range of programs available for the 380Z.
Orange £595 | Business 48K | Yes Extra | Most RS-232 Collins International UK Ltd.,
Eimutaahm 8 Staple Inn, London WC1V 70H

COMMENT: Anather Apple Il lookalike which offers more features at a lower price. Apant from being compatible with hardware and software, this
machine has a I:a{yrhnnrd with uppuﬁluwmasg capability and a separate numeric keypad. B slots for expansion just like the Apple onginal.
SOFTWARE: Literally all the programs available for the Apple II/IIE should fit, plus CPM using a ZB0 softcard.
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ﬁ Hwiﬁ“ﬁ‘rmﬂﬁ H-E-E |RAM |cowour|CPM LANGUAGE |INTERFACE SUPPLIER "
NEC PC-8001 £599 | Business, Home 32- Yes Extra |N Basic RS-232 NEC 01-388 G100
Education BAK

COMMENT: The NEC PC-B001 locks like lots of other micros on the surface. However it has a Z-80 chip for the central processing unit and two more
chips for the RAM and masked ROM. Making a more advanced specification with the chips than some other micros. The keyboard is typewriter style and
there is a numeric keypad plus five special function keys. You have the choice of adding programs by cassette or disk dnve. Green screen monitors and
colour models are available. Complete systems comprising the PC-8001, printer, dual disk drive and green maonitor start around £1,825. For the B4K
system which includes a daisy wheel printer for word processing the cost is around £3,300.

Hewlett Packard
HPI5C

£604 | Business T TR [rs-232¢
120K

HP-IL

Basic

H-awlett Packard 03446-3100 \

—

COMMENT: Pocket computer with patential for using Visicale and producing graphics presentations. Battery powered, the memory is retained even
when the computer is switched off, making it ahead of larger micros. Plug-in memory modules can increase the ROM memory to 120K. Built-in 32
character liquid crystal display acts as movable window on a 86 character line. Mapnetic card reader gives off-line storage capacity apart from the
cassettes normally used to load programs into this pocket micro. Real time clock and non-volatile memory so the HPTS can remind the user of future
appointments and run programs unattended. The HPT5C comes complete with an HP interface for communications with a range of peripherals and other
computers.

SOFTWARE: Two different types. There will be plug-in ROM modules designed to answer specific problems covering finance, real estate, surveying,
data analysis and electrical engmneering. These will become available during 1983, while there will also be software ROM based, for graphics presentations
in full colour, plus personal time management, data communications, mema writing and Visicalc file management. Tape cassettes wall aos be available
from the HF users library to be used with the HPB2161 Digital Cassette Drve.

Andromeda Alpha

IT Computer Services
0784 63211/2/3

£695- | Business B4K No Yes Most
£3695

RS-232

COMMENT: The selling methods used for the Andromeda Alpha are the unusual — you buy the software and the hardware comes “free” like the.

Andromeda Zita range. You have a choice of well known software packages likes MARS and Micromadeller, just two of the packages available. The Alpha
is & three part system with separate monitor, twin disk drive and typewriter style keyboard. There is a choice of disk capacity from the single 125K 5%
floppy disk to win 12MByte Winchester hard disks at the top end of the scale.

Eﬂ ARE: Buying the programs and getting the hardware free makes the Alpha look like a potential bargain regardless of how many programs you
purchase. And with a choice of the most well known ones under CP/M it could well be an attractive package overall.

Commodore 510

FB95 Home, Business 64- Yes Extra Most RS-232C Commodore 0753-792 EIE-
Education 256K |EEE 488

COMMENT: Combines the features of the Commodore 720 and 64 in a single package. Full OWERTY keyboard with programmable special function
keys and separate numeric keypad. Display on your domestic TV set 40 characters by 25 lines. High resolution graphics 320 x 25 pixels and 16 colours
available simultaneously. Provision for loading programs from cassettes or disk drives. 510 — Sound Interface Device controls the sound and provides three
vhoices each with a nine octave range. The G567 chip lets you create three dimensional graphics.

SOFTWARE: Cumently no software produced, however it's likely that many existing Commodore programs will be compatible with the 510.

Apple 11 Plus £699 | Home, Business 48K Extra | Extra | Most RS-232 Apple UK 0442-60244
Europlus Education other
COMMENT: One of the first major products in the micro boom, the others being Pet and TRS-80, the Apple 11 Plus is still going strong, basically
because it can be all things to all people. With eight slots in the back, you can start with a disk drive and printer and develop to using an BO column card,
colour and CPM with a ZB0 card. You can even increase the memory to over 256K by the use of independent cards that slot into the back of the machine.
Apple were the first to have extensive colour graphics facilities hence their popularity for games. The basic Apple has a fairly standard keyboard, without a
numeric keypad and programs can be loaded from cassette recorders or the disk drives. Independent companies provide 8 disk drives and Winchester hard
disks. Depending on your choice of separate monitor or domestic television set, you can have a black and white image or colour, just by adding the
appropriate card in the back of the Apple
SOFTWARE: Apart from the TRS-BO, there is more software available for the Apple than any other micro on the market, Plus hundreds from the
independent companies including Visicalc responsible for selling more Apples to businessmen than any other software package. There is a very wide choice
of specialised programs for most types ull small business. Add the ZB0 card and you have access to CPM.
Sorcerer £790 Business iﬂ-ﬂl‘: No Extra Most RS-232 EMG Micro 01-688 0088
Education
Home ﬂ
COMMENT: Desktop micro that has typewriter style keyboard with separate 16 key numeric keypad. Provision for cassette program loading of floppy
disks or even a hard Winchester disk, depending on the application. Special video/ disk unit incorparating 12" green screen monitor and twin 5%" floppy
disk drives and CPM operating system available as optional axtra,
SOFTWARE: EMG have programs available covering business and education. Their cument list has around 20 different business packages and 50
educational programs. Using CPM you have range of packages available.
Prophet 2 £795 | Business 32K No No Basic RS-232 Busicomputers
0832-72052
COMMENT: Dedicated micro computer with financial modelling system actually supplied on & chip. This saves the fime in loading and lets you make
better use of your RAM. The Prophet 2 comes complete with a monitor, keyboard and your model 15 stored in a cassette player.
SOFTWARE: As the software is supplied on a chip the situation is different fram other micro computers. However a range of standard applications is
planned with an average cost of around £30.
Alllllﬂ IHE £845 Business Gd- Yes Extra Most RS-232 Apple UK 0442-60244
Home 128K choice
Education

COMMENT: Replacemant for the best selling Il Plus which sold three quarters of a million worldwide. Instead of the normal 48K RAM fitted to the Il
Plus, the IIE has 64K as a standard expandable to 128K The keyboard is typewriter style with 63 keys, upper and lowercase facility. Auto repeat on all
keys. 4 cursor control keys and 2 programmable keys. Far less internal components for greater claimed reliability. Apple brand 80 column card and dual B0
column/G4K cand.

SOFTWARE: Claimed to be compatible with virtually all Apple Il Plus programs plus new programs being launched to take advantage of the new IIE
features. Certainly there's probably more programs available for this micro than any other.

Midas range

£895- | Business 64K Basic, Cobal IEEE 488 Sirtan

£3520 Fortran

Extra Yes

01-640 6931

COMMENT: Range of micros from the Midas | at £895 right through to the Midas B- 16 waith both the Z80 and 8086 processors. Chaoice from 5%
floppy disk drives to twin 8" drves and Winchester hard disks.
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Fujitsu Micro 8

£895 | Business, Home 64K Yes Yes Most RS-232 Minichip Ltd.
Education 09322-42777

COMMENT: Using three separate processors, the Micro B has twin 68095 for handling the eight colour high resolution graphics and the thind chip, the
ZB0, lets you use the wide range of CPM programs. The screen format is software controlled between 40 and 80 calumns. There are 10 programmable
function keys. You have a choice of using either 5% or 8" disk drives and there is provision for bubble memory.

Commodore
Series 8000

£B895- | Business 32- No Extra | Most |[EEE 488 Commodore 0753-79292
F£1195 | Education 96K

COMMENT: Commodore had the fiest micro in this country, known as the Pet. This is their updated version with typewriter style keyboard, built-in
monitor, with disk drives separate from the basic unit. Unlike the smaller models the 8000 series gives you a full BO columns for word processing. Design
and specification wise it's now being overtaken by the newcomers who offer mare advanced specifications for similar prices.

SOFTWARE: Commodore have built up a wide range of programs for the 8000 series, from information management, through word processing to
management planning and finance. Further programs cover costing, retail, planned maintenance, construction and engineering. A 42 page brochure called
“Using your computer” details the comprehensive range of software for the Commadore range.

Morrow Designs
Micro Decision

==|

£B95- | Business B4K No Yes Basic RS-232C Interam 01-675 5325
£2295

COMMENT: Using the CPM operating system, the Marrow Designs Micro Decision provides proven technologh at en attractive price for the business
user. In its basic form with a single disk drive, the Momow costs under £1000 and can be built-up by adding a suitable VDU and printer o a complete
accounting system for under £2500. Up to 4 disk drives can be used with the contraller and the disk format is compatible with Oshorne, Xerox and the IBM
PC

SOFTWARE: The Micro Decision is supplied complete with Wordstar, Comect-It and Logicalc— a spreadsheet. Plus CPM, Basic 80, Bazic— North Star
compatible, Pilot and Micro Menus. The system including the printer at £2295 cames complete with the Exact Accounting system. Plus the wide range of
CPM programs, over 2000 available as extras.

Sharp MZ80B

£899 | Home B4K No Extra | Basic RS-232C Sharp 061-205 2333
Education Assembler
Business Pascal

COMMENT: Desktop micro with built-in 8 green screen monitor and cassette drive. Standard keyboard with separate numeric keypad and ten special
function keys. Optional graphics facilities and disk drive units for when you find the tape system takes too long.

SOFTWARE: Cumently 15 business programs are available and the number is increasing all the time. By adding the CPM facility, you have a range of
programs coverng most business applications.

Andromeda Zita
P& PW

£995- | Business GAK No Yes Most R5-232 IT Computer Services
E2895 0784 63211/2/3

'COMMENT: Range of portable micros competitors to the Osharne but instead of " free” software a% with the Osborne if you buy the Zita software to a

value from E995-£2895, depending on the packages, the hardware comes free. There is & chaice of well known business packages like MARS,
Micromadeller and full business programs. The hardware in the Zita P range starts with a single disk drive of 125K and goes up to 3 disks of 1 MByte each
at the top of the range at £2095. The Zita PW incorporates either a 6 ar 12MByte Winchester hard disk making it the first Osborne type portable to offer
such a large amount of storage capacity built-in. Both madels have 10" monitars and typewriter style keyboards with numeric keypads and spacial function
keys. Like the Osbome the keyboard forms the lid of the micro computer when its not being used, and provides a weatherproof seal. As an alternative hath
machines can be obtained under a lnan plan run by the manufacturers.,

SOFTWARE: Buying the programs and getting the hardware free looks like making the Zita ra nge a very attractive propasition. It claims to offer Dsbome
features and more with a larger screen and greater disk capacity — even hard disks, and the CPM option for a large range of programs.

Commodore 700
series

From | Home, Business 128- | No Extra | Basic RS-232C ]cnmmmm 0753-79292
£995 | Education 256K IEEE 488 f

COMMENT: Desktop micro with adjustable monitor, typewriter style keyboard and twin 5% floppy disk drives, in a single unit. Second pracessor
capability (Z80, BO88, 6803). Adjustable monitor produces an 80 column by 25 line display. Four modals in the 700 range from £395 tc the top of the
range at £1995. All models have 80 column display monitor.

SOFTWARE: Though no software has been cumently announced, it's likely that the 700 series will be compatible with the wide range of existing
Commodore programs. :

Concept-09

£995 | Business BBK No No Basic RS-232 Micro Concepts 0242-510525
Pascal, Forth | Centronics

COMMENT: A new British micro computer system using the 809 micro processor with built-in twin 5% disk drives. Requires a monitor and keyboard
for use as a system.

SOFTWARE: Using the Flex operating system, the Concept already has & word processer, electronic worksheel, record management system, a cross
assembly, micro assembler and two compilers available.

Basis 108

£1095 |Business, Home TR PR A RS-232C Community Computers 07308 ?EE?J

Education 128K

COMMENT: The Basis claim to fame comes from its Apple 11, compatibility, while offering a more advanced specification. Unlike the Apple, the Basis
has both the 6502 and ZBO processors, so the whole range of CPM software is available without any extra cards for the operation. Apple drives can be
used with the Basis and there is provision for mounting two drives above the computer unit. Colour is ‘available as standard and the Basis produces an
image 80 characters wide on your monitor. The keyboard is connected ta the computer by a ribbon cable and has standard typewriter layout with numeric
keypad and programmable function keys.

SOFTWARE: Any of the Apple software for the Model 11 Plus can be used, plus the ZBO facility opening the door to CPM programs.

Cromenco Personal
Computer

£1795 | Education Fortran

£1095- | Business BAK No Yas Basic, Cobol RS-232 Comart 0480 215005 J

COMMENT: Three piece system including software and optional printer. The single 5% floppy disk drive has a capacity of 390K, At £1795. this autift
also includes a 120 characters per second daisy wheel printer
SOFTWARE: Supplied complete with 3 wond processing package and a financial spreadsheet, so it's ready to use. Plus CPM.

Sanyo MBC1000

£1195 |Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232 Sanyo Watford 46363

COMMENT: Three piece system with typewriter style keyboard and numeric keypad, that is detachable from the computer and monitor. Double, sided,
double density disk drive. Five programmable function keys,

T
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Osborne 1 £1250 | Business B4K | No Yes Most RS-232C Osbome 0908 615274
' IEEE-488

COMMENT: First of the truly portable micros that comes with its own built-in case to produce a wegtherproof package. The keyboard folds down on the
computer to form a lid with the total package weighing 241b. Standard typewriter style kayboard with separate numeric keypad. Built-in twin 5% floppy
disk drives producing up to 60 pages of typed text on each disk. Small monitor measuring 3" across fitted in between the two disk drives providing a b
character window on a 128 character line. Optional extras include modem, battery pack. Double density disk drive version available at £1375.
SOFTWARE: The Oshorne comes complete with CPM as its operating system, plus Wordstar including Mail Merge, Supercalc, M & C Basic. £800
worth of software in a micro costing £1250 complete. Plus the possibilities of using GPM, the most popular aperating system in the world for any extra
software you need.

Hewlett Packard £1251 | Buginess 54- No Yes Most RS-232 Hewlett Packard 03446-3100
HPBGA H0DK

COMMENT: Desktop micro using separate disk drives for program loading and a separate monitor. Typewriter style keyboard with separate numeric
keypad and 14 user definable function keys.

SOFTWARE: The HPBEA uses the Hewlett Packard Series B0 software including statistics and engineering {Eal:i:agn costing from £68 to £143. There
are alsa four specialised programs for the HP8BA. These are Visicalc Plus £178, Graphics Presentation £178, Basic Training Pack £68 and Word 80
£178. Plus the range of programs under CPM.

Mimi 802 £1350 | Business B4K Mo Com- | Most RS-232C British Micro
Education patible 0923-48222/43956

COMMENT: British made micro with twin double sided, double density 5% " disk drives included in the price. Colour coded keyboard with numene
keypad and 17 prgrammed function keys. Options include & Winchester hard disk, high resolutilfn graphics and matching monitor with choice of orange or
reen display. Disk format conversion facility. Light pen socket
OFTWARE: Mimi uses DS/M as its operating system, which is compatible to CPM, so there is a wide range of programs already available including
Wordstar. British Micro are developing Trojan — a major software innovation that simplifies the learming process and makes creating programs simple.
British micro are already using this product themselves to generate new programs for the Mimi.

TECS £1380 | Business HEK No No Maost RS-232 Technalogics 061-793 5293

COMMENT: Business micro which uses both the 6800 and 6808 processors. Monitor produces BD column by 24 line display. Typewriter style
keyboard with numeric keypad. Disk drives extra, example twin 5'%" floppy disk drives EB50.
SOFTWARE: Limited amount of software as you are restricted to programs using FLEX TDOS.

TRS-80 Model 111 |£1399- | Business 48K | No No Basic, Cobol | RS-232C Tandy 0922-648181
Business £1699 Fortran

COMMENT: Desktop maching incarporating 12" monitor, one or two 5% disk drives and a keyboard with separate numeric keypad. The TRS-80
Model 111 can be bought with one or two disk drives and an extra two can be added later on. In the USA TRS-80 was the fiest large selling microcomputer
and it had been the largest seller until Sinclair came along.

SOFTWARE: Programs for the TRS-80 are available in @ wider range than even Apple packages. Apart from the range of programs from Tandy,
Molimerx have an extensive range of software for this micro. Most of the independents also have TRS-B0 programs.

Signet 202$ £1400- | Business B4K [MNo |Yes | Most RS-232C Micro APL 01-834 2687 ‘

211 £3435 | Education

COMMENT: Compact micro with twin 5% " disk drives each 188K, Supplied complete with the Micro Span self-teaching imteractive software system,
claiming to take the beginner through the entire system in 14 days. Similar version available with double sided, double dengity disk drves at £1750. The
211 model replaces one of the 5'%" floppy disk drives with a 12Mbyte Winchester hard disk drive.

SOFTWARE: Using CPM a large range of packages is available including Wordstar. The APL Z-80 4.1 Interpreter and Micro Span setf-teaching system
costs £450. Microtask project development utility £200, Microfile data storage utility £200.

Galaxy 1 ‘51450 Business B4K  [No Yes | Most RS-232C Gemini 02403 28321 ‘

Education

COMMENT: Two piece computer with the twin 5% floppy disk drives housed separately. Twin ZBO processors with each of the disk drives having
400K storage. BO colymn display on monitor — extra — with pexel graphics facility. Cassette and light pen interfaces also supplied.
SOFTWARE: CPM is the operating system chosen for the Galaxy and supplied with each machine you have — Comal-B0 structured Basic, GEM-Pen
text editor formatter, GEM ZAP 78B0/assembler and GEM DEBUG, a de-bugging utility.

Tuscan Dual £1449- | Home, Business BOK | No Yes Most RS-232 Microsystems 01-405 5340
£2365 | Education

COMMENT: Supplied with either twin5%" or twin B” floppy disk drives and typewriter styel keyboard with 71 keys and separate numeric keypad.
Additional monitor shows 64 columns and 32 graphics characters.
SOFTWARE: Using CPM many programs are available. Plus the Microsystems catalogue that contains over 100 packages.

Kaypro 11 £1495 |Business BAK El'uln I‘I’es Most RS-232 LSI Computers 04862-23411

COMMENT: Kaypro is another portable computer on the lines of the Oshome. However the Kaypro has larger capacity disk drives and a 9" monitor. The
keyboard has a separate numenic keypad and there are programmable function keys. The entire system is housed in a steel case with the keyboard folding
on top to provide a hd.

SOFTWARE: Although the Kaypro uses CPM, it's supplied with software ready to use. Microplan — a financial modelling package, Select — the latest
word processing package and M-Basic & powerful programming language. Options include dBase 11, Spellguard and CPM programs.

Merlin £1500 | Business 48K |No Extra | Basic Centronics CT Maddison 0993-73145

COMMENT: A single piece micro combining screen, keyboard and twin disk drives in one unit. The Merfin uses the ZBO chip and has a detachable 76
key keyboard, with numeric keypad and b programmable special function keys. The matt green screen provides a 64 x 16 line display. The twin disk drives
offer from 200K to 1.5MByte capacity. As extras Maddison are working on CPM, am R5-232 interface, hard disk option and special hi-res graphics.
SOFTWARE: The Merlin uses LDOS and is supplied with Microsoft Basic in RTM. LDOS is Tandy's TRS DOS, so ypu can use the range of TRS-
B0/Genie software — an extremely wige range.

Powerhouse 2 & 3 |£1535- | Business 32- No No Basic RS-232 Powerhouse Micros
£3220 64K 0442 48422
COMMENT: Two business micros both with 5" monitor and typewriter style keyhoard, T!'H.: Mode! 3 includes twin 5% fil:lp]]']' disk dives in I8
specification, ]
SOFTWARE: Range of specialised software only available, 10?
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G.W. COMPUTERS LTD

LONDON'S WEST END — NATIONWIDE OVERNIGHT SERVICE
MORE PRODUCT RANGES — BETTER SERVICE
PROBABLY THE WIDEST SELECTION OF NETWORKS . . . MICROS . . .
AND PRINTERS ON DISPLAY NATIONWIDE

****THE NEW DBMS Il (Series Ill of the world's first ‘task-robot-programs’)****
****FEATURES"'"*"

Mbagic & word-stsr compatibla.
1400 character record Sizas.
Mathamatical scratehpad.

Racord ralational indexes.
Translateable to any languags,
Llgar-dalinable reparting.

Frald protection/classification
Eithar-or.same as. greatersmallar.
Sone alphamumeric amy window,
12 online file srchilaciures

24 firlds using cross-refarencing.
Crass-record caleulations
“Jump-1o" any record in 12 files.
Usar-define filas/field words/sizes,

3200 records per filename,

S0 maeny Z00F suly Tvabds pad racord.

Fizld and record related formulae.

“Jumpste’ any of 3200 recorda par fila,

Randamd binary key/multiple fisld sesrch.

‘i=then’ gquestioning,

Fila protection/paseword entiy

Fange match.not matoch.integer matoh.

Som spead B00 reconds per 20 seconds.

Endless "sither-or matching.

Formulate/recall on selaction critarna,

13 interrogetlisn quastion types.

Shont filing output/asudit trails

CEala-maIENETE ) T DO G G AR

Purchase/sales-analbysis”’; “personnal-fila”,

DEMSE 1. 7 new switch mode facility snables you 10 oross up to 12 differant files

{3200 recards par file) pre=salecting any of up to 20 fields par recond/file for dsplay’

print ouwiput [2440 halds) in all. One messve enquiry can pass through 384,000 records,

You might hawe teo files whose reconds &re directly related to sach other, so that the

firat file (a&y conlaining names and addresses| réfers to the secaond fila (gay Financial

and other information relating to the same record nemben il the fst file) directly. Then

you can aimply seléct that in file 1 you are interested in just the name and talephong

numbers, whereas in fila 2, you ara interestad m the Incosme, tiading period and number

af branches, (nformation. Your snquiry can then pass through both files highlighting

that information anly, rather like the display balow.

File 1 record 1 G.W, Complitans o -B38-BZ10

Fila 2 record 1 BOO,.D00 g vaarg |

File 1 record 2 Lhowds Bank 1-123-4587

Flla £ recond 2 1 000000, 000,00 100 waars S

Fila 1 record 3 Salfridges 01-631-4818

File 2 record 3 1600, D0, 000 BE yoars i

Fila 1 racard 4 Dsbenhams 01-836-1234

File 2 recard 4 120, 000, R0, O 5O years i)

Actually there doesn't nead 1o ba & strict corralation between the same record numbers

in differant files, and you can also on ust one JUMP command go te any record N any

of the 3200 records in any of the twalve files and carry on cross-refarencing from there
orwards,

ONE OF THOUSANDS OF DIFFERENT TASKS
ONWHICHTHISPROGRAMMIGHTBEEMPLOYED

DBEMS'S MACROS WORK FROM THE MOMEMT YOU INSEAT THE "TASE DISKE IN THE
COMPUTER

Simply dagign wour fika, give ita feld your words, sstup vour report mask, and than
Enlér your records. Switch to “automatic dries” and formulate any 1aek you wish the
program to fulfil,; tha task s stored &8 a8 macrs. Take s copy of the program on another
‘teak disk’ and from thesn on, the task disk will function without & aingle Key-stroka,
Think of a rumbaer of swch “task disks” such as “stock-re-order raports™; “stock-valuation
rApOMAE”T TanalyaisT: Tpatiant hislory analysis”; “research-analysis™; Cbudgetting-
analysis™; “wehiche-location control”; “librarian amalyeis™ "plug more?”

Fresious issuss showed examples of “employees=shor=1is1", “gartage steck re-ardar”,
“snles analysis, "lbraman’a lial”, "hospitlal's patient list”.

Herp s an axampla of 8 “rental file™ and & reoan it might generate:

Tha recard may loak like this: Ona rapor might be: Seleci?
1-record number 413 ] all records where the amount of
L-eliant |Radio Cars Lid) payments ara lass than 50 poundsa,
S-date of contract |01 .04 &1 i that ware taxi-phones and faults
J:date lagl pmi |T2.02.82 ] were detected. Whan foend. pick
B-periodffrequency (38 / monthly i up iha crose reference code and
T-amouni of pmi | . 5l ) loak wup that record to identify
B-itam Uy | Taxi-phones | the supgliar
S-repairs made [faulty micraphone = item replaced |

10-cross relenanca 1344 21C datails of full system spes and sugpliar

DEMSE Il [without Macros) and DEMS 1l are fully implemesnted under CPM-BE
{tm] and MS-DOS (tm) b <SIRIUVS/VICTOR/IBNMZ DEME 11 is 305.00 |or 250,00
by mail order ax. training). DEMS 1l is 575.00 (or 295,00 by mail erder

. traiming).

Do wodi aed thatl? Only from G.W. Computers Lid. The database leadars.

%

MICRO-COMPUTERS

—BE0 S4KWTFCE FORTS/KE0ARD

—(E0 V.0

—E0 DUAL 0YDRVES ENCLOSED
INTERTELC SUFERERAIN B4 K RAM/ITIK DEKE

—SUFTRERAIN EAK RAMD0E EKS

~COMPUETAR B4K AR JIDK DSES

—COMPUST AR B AW TODE DISES
NORTHETAR —ADVANTAGE S RAM TN [I5KS
|exe DIOE] ~AVANTAGE B4 EAML. IH NSKS
TELEWIRED HOZ AL RAMYTOOK DiSES |

—ETH BAK RAMT 3 DESKE

~Bi06 GAK RAMTDMI DISKS. .

—fii6 E5EKTS0K IS

—SIRNE | 12RK7] 2 IEES

SRS I 12024 NEKE. . .

—SRRE T 128 1DMES DIEKS

—5000 1FEK1.2MW DISKE

~FC BALRAMBADK DISNS . . . ..

—F01 JI0IEA0K DISEE © 3386, 00

ALERO0-T BAX AAMY 1M NSKE

ACES00-10 J0EKI0E MEG DISCS

APC IZEICRAMTN (NS5

COMCEPT 18 BIT PC.

R0 BAK BAM 300K N5KE

081 B4K RAM NETWUORKER

78 B RAM, ZW DNEKE . | .

Al computar prican iscleds mbsc o standend
A pricwn marked ® are 5716 b machis

SYSTEM DEAL
(our speciality)

SAVES YOU 1500.00+

Chanw woy compuine. say prontsr snl B0 daksttes
Add 55.00 for cables snd 1evting

A 10% wearenaty Bor | ponr |aptisaal].

dedd 110.08 for dedrvary sed myislatien |optiensh.
Tr-'-'q eptisnal wxirm 100 00

Aad il complatady® " " T FREE® S

cpm bamibrak . B0 baie eEarciie

DEME 111 magic wead W EsE

s B0 . dlagniatics

[ . o sl

[ TTT . ik gama

" T winl vales 1509 00% "% "

Biiad &8 0 bit biidwars, 10 bA softwan yvaned

2000 ghewin papar

. magie eale

muary dunrt
RETEAL
hrary capn

PRINTERS

—MICR{LINE B2
~MECROURE @18
—MICRLINE A
-MICROLINE B4 .
OB FT-3. . .
—MXI00/FT-3
0P B0
P F500
—DP 3500 |8
-5/45 A/D.
-i/55 A'D

8728 A/D.

610 M. .
-7710 RO
4570 KSR,
SN ...
—EfiH]

-&10.
=42k,
-£30

APIBOO . ... .,
=E5W 103 14 (F5
—E5W 300 55 [FR

SOFTWARE

BUE VE.DD [ACCOUNTS) . . . .. 77500
—DBNS b |DATABASE). ... ...._ .. : ... *19% ao
—{EMS 0 {BY MAL DRDER DNLY) ... ... ... *25000
DEES W1 [ATARRSE| L7580
—DBS 0 (Y MAIL RDER ORLY)
—FORME/ TEXT/CALLYOEMS N
SMEE LEDSER .
—FURCHASE LEDGER
ROMIMEL LEDGER ,
—STOCKE-CONTROL . .
—ADI0EE 55~ MULER ;
ALEORT/GNEDAT |500 RECE/1SECE)
MICRDSOFT —MBASIC B0, |
—FORTREN B0
DOBOL 80
RS COMPLER . |
—Wa0 ISPV BTAR
MICEOPAD  —WOED 5TAR
=Rl MIRGE
—CPELSTRE
W+ STAR M- MERGE SP-5TRA
HY 08 —HET Akl |COBRMUMICATIONS) .
—BETWEG | TELE-COMME |
DIGITAL CHASE
—FASCRL MT
LIFEBBAT  —T/MUAKER
MacEs Q% coeol

PERIPHERALS & ACCESSORIES || [Er vt
- —MAGIT CALL

EORYUE

INTERTEC
HORTH STAR
RODIME

GEWIE
QUFSDRAN
BIICOMF
AST

EIX

& MEG H&ED DEK

11 MEG HASD DISK .
20 MEG MARD DEX. .. ...
—MULTIFLERGA 7 STAMON

MIEEDH BACKOP CARD. . i
~COMPLETAR 10 MEG HARD V5K .
~COC 58 MIER FARD DISE
=18 BIT WERADE . .
—1& MED HARD DE5K . .
—8 MEG HARD D3k
—12 MEE HARD DEEK. . .........
—GNiG FOEOEMG REMOVEABLE DEXK
54K FRIMT SPOOLERDOPIER
—HE2 X2 AT MDDER 1200 BAUD

—PORT EXPMANDERS |4 TMIMLE TO | PRTH)

=PORT EXFANDER |SWITCHER|

NOTE CORVUS DEIVES WITH MULTIFLEEOR MAT NETWORK

SIRIUS .. SOPERBAAIN . . CONCEPT.. PET. . VICTOR .

MICRDETUFF —CROSE-THRIK |:TFIF-[‘:£HHS'|.
WMILFE —WVE-IT | MICRD TD MICRO)

TERMS & ETC

GW Computars Lid | Grams [Winter) Led]

L% Balerd Cowt Margigns

Badlard Awenus

Lardon W L 1. Ergland

Tab O0-S36-BE10 : @0-631-4218 - 1ls 392020 rwc g
Busram aties 1l 34 DESQD

T4 hour enavesiphanis leive addmea fa nifapacks

Wa de nat aperwie » resder’'s reply ceed sarvels

Torma CWO0 o C.OUD Prices sachede ¥ AT, bui isckade all
rar-cindil dcoiary Svielsbie Mo deslers. The abewe lisky
it Asl arhaughwe

Please <88 in anly @y pricd appoistmaent

e N R,



NAME PRICEJUSE  |[RAM !cowour|CPM |LANGUAGE |INTERFACE |SUPPLIER

Sord M-23P £1560- | Business 128K |Yes Extra | Basic RS-232 Sord 01-930 4214
£2060 Pips 11
Pascal, Fortran

R —

COMMENT: A micro small enough ta fit in a custom made briefcase. The micro will have Su.n'y type ‘micro’ floppy disk drives and there is an optional 8
line by B0 character display. Typewriter style keyboard with special function keys. The Sord 23P can produce graphics in8 colours and the dot resolution is
640 x 200.

SOFTWARE: The M23P is supplied complete with Pips which Sord claim is an easy to leam self- programming system. And for an extra cost of around
£50 you can buy SPB0 — which is Sords version of CPM.

Research | £1601- | Home 32-  |Extra | Yes Basic RS-232 Research Machines 0865-49866
Machines ' £3347 | Education SEK Forth IEEE 488
3802 | Business !

COMMENT: The RML range has sold largely to schools and colleges with its CPM operating system and wide range of interfaces. It has been included
in the Department of Industry Micros in Schools Scheme. The basic micro consists of the typewriter style keyboard with separate disk drives. A wide range
of plug-in boards extend the AMLs possibilities. It can be bought complete with monitor and can load programs and data from disks or cassettes. To reduce
the cost of an AML outfit, deduct the cost of the drives and load your programs from a cassette reconder.

SOFTWARE: Apart from range of programs available under CPM, RML also supply a catalogue of software from a wide range of independent
companies. Currently there are over 75 programs covering education, games, commercial and financial programs and statistics. Prices range from £5 1o

E£B0.
Televideo From | Business | 128K | No CPMBE | Most RS-232 Encotel
TS1600 £1629 | Plus 01-680 6040

COMMENT: Televideo's first entry into the 16 bit world, using the BO88 chip. The TV1G00 senes range from a single work- station right through to a
multi-user system with satellite user stations. The basic 16 bit range compnises the computer including monitor and disk drrves in a single unit. Optians on
hard disk storage go to 10Mbytes and more. This 16 bit Televideo can plug info your existing 8 bet system.

SOFTWARE: A limted but increasing number of business programs are becoming available for 16 bit micros covering most fields.

Epson OX-10 £1700 | Business 192- | No Com- | Most RS-232C Epson 01-900-0466
256K patible

COMMENT: A business machine from the people who brought you the briefcase size HX-20. Using the popular ZBOA chip, the system is compatible
with CPM. Standard typewriter style keyboard with separate numeric keypad plus special function keys. 12" green screen monitor with non-glare screen
and B0 character by 25 line display. 640 x 400 pixels for greater resolution. Twin 5%" floppy disk drives each 320K, Graphics capability has zoon facility.
Up to five extra interface cards can be used to expand the system. Clock and calendar with battery back-up. Designed for first time users.
SOFTWARE: Compatibility with CPM opens the door to an almost unlimited range of programs.

Hewlett Packard £1739 | Business 32- No Yes Maost RS-232 Hewlett Packard 1]34-45.—51 00
HP87 44K

COMMENT: Single piece desktop business micro with integral monitor for 24 kine display combined with typewnter style keyboard having separate
numeric keypad and special function keys. Can be connected to mainframe computers. Program loading and data storage from separate 3% floppy disk
drives with hard disks available as optional extras.

SOFTWARE: Accepts the Hewlett Packard range of Series B0 software including statistical and engineering packages, programs under CPM, plus
Visicale Plus, Graphics Presentation and Word B0 each £178 and Basic Traiming pack £68.

Xerox B20 & £1750- | Business 64K No Yes Most RS-232 Rank Xerox Uxbridge 51133 .m‘

820-11 £2350

COMMENT: Based an the ZBO chip, the Xerox 820 range is a three part system comprising monitor, keyboard and floppy disk drives. The new B20-11
has a monitor with BO character display with green on black option. The keyboard is typewriter style with a separate numenic keypad. Though the B20 is
supplied with 5% drives, 8" drives and hard disks can be used. Provision for communication with other micros making the 820-11 an intelligent terminal.
S ?‘TWHHE: Apart from the range available under CPM, Rank Xerox also have a wide range of application programs in their catalogue,

Digico £1790- | Business B4K No Yes Maost RS-232 Digico
Price 11 £5500 04626-78172

COMMENT: Models range from the basic without any drives to a combination of B00K 5'%" floppy disk drive and 5Mbyte hard disk. Extensive facilities
for expanding the system to multi-user, mukti-terminal use.

SOFTWARE: Apart from packages available under CPM, Digico also produce a range including ones for company sales, company purchase, general
accounting, lease, rental and hire purchase, name and address, order entry and invoicing, payroll, stock control, time recording, word processing,
integrated business systems, sales administration and bills of quantity.

Apollo E};_BE— Business B4K | No Yes | Most RS-232 Videcom 04912-78427
£1995

COMMENT: Business computer with adjustable angle monitor built-in and 15" screen. Choice of twin 5%" floppy disk drives with either double
sided/double density or double sided/quad density, a total capacity of 1-2 Mbytes. Keyboard has typewriter style approach with 102 keys with rollover
facility. Numeric pad, editing and cursor contral keys, Wordstar control keys. This keyboard is detachable. Monitor display 26 lines by either B0 or 132

characters.
SOFTWARE: Use of CPM as the operating system assures a good choice of programs for most applications.
Haywood 9000 £1795 |Business B4K | No Yes Basic RS-232C Haywood Electronics 01-428 []111]

COMMENT: Desktop micro computer with detachable keyboard, using twin 5%" floppy disks mounted alongside the 12 monitor producing an 80
column display. W version available with Winchester hard disk for greater data storage. Plug-on Wordstar keyboand available. Sculptured keyboard with
numeric keypad and 35 special function keys.

SOFTWARE: Using CPM as an operating system, the Haywood 9000 has access to plenty of programs from Wordstar to the most sophisticated
applications package.

System M-Three | £1795- | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232 LS| Computers 04862-23411
£4750
|

COMMENT: Entish made single piece micro with detachable keyboard. Cabinet houses the 12" green screen monitor and twin disk drives. These disks
can he single, double or quad density. Another version of the System Three uses 8" disks and for even more storage you can also use a 10Mbyte
Winchester hard disk. The monitor produces an 80 column display with graphics. The keyboard has 109 keys including the standard AWERTY plus editing,
cursor contral and 24 programmable functions plus a numesic keypad. Looks ugly and is incredibly heavy but with good software it can be a robust
workhorse.

SOFTWARE: System M Three uses CPM and the following programs are available from LSI: A modular accounting package, word processing, prospect ]
mailing and the Oasis range of accounting programs. 1 “g
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Superbrain 11 ﬂg$= Business 64K | No Yes Most RS-232 lcarus 01-485 5574

COMMENT: Single unit housing 12" monitor, twin disk drives and typewriter style keyboard with numeric keypad, Twin ZB0 processors for efficient
data transfer to other peripherals like printers. Real time battery operated clock. Three versions with 5% floppy disk drives of increasing capacity up to
E2415. W range replaces one of the 5%" floppy disk drives with a 5 or 10Mbyte Winchester hard disk.

EUFTWAF;E;“TM Superbrain uses the CPM operating system which covers most applications from Wordstar and Spellbinder for world processing to the
most specia use.

Hewlett £1845- | Business 64K No No Basic RS-232 Hewlett Pa;kard 03446-3100
Packard HP125 £2690

COMMENT: The HP125 uses twin 5% " disk drives to provide 512K of on-line storage. The Model 20 in this series uses 8" disks and other versions
are available that include a green screen monitor and thermal printer. Detachable typewriter keyboard with separate numenc keypad and eight user
definable keys.

SOFTWARE: Visicalc 125 on 5% and 8" £134, Graphics both sizes also at £134. Word 125 available in both versions price £336. Link 125 at £84.
Basic 125 £218 and HP125 programming pack £50.

Future FX-20 £1850 | Business 128K | No Yes Most RS-232 Future 01-689-4341

COMMENT: A British IBM lookalike and thinkalike, at an extremely attractive price which includes a word processing package. Though the machine
uses the BOBA chip just like the IBM PC, the Future runs this chip at B Mhx. and that's fast indeed. Monitor can be adjusted for viewing angle providing an
80 column by 25 line display using a high definition 16 by 10 dot matrix for each character. Twin 5% floppy disk drives with total capacity of 1.6Mbytes.
Part of a complete Future computers system. Typewrter style keyboard with special function keys and numeric keypad.

SOFTWARE: Spellstar — the word processing package is supplied free of charge. Apart from the increasing range of packages available under MS,/D0S,
an B bit emulator for CPM will be available opening the door to over 2000 programs.

Grundy 8202/ £1850- | Business 64- No Yes Most RS-232C Micro Memory Systems
8222 E4500 256K 0635-40405

COMMENT: The Grundy is a two piece computer with twin disk drives and a 12" monilor housed in a single cabinel. The typewriter style keyboard is
separately connected by a short lead. This keyboard has numeric keypad. Both the drives are 5% of 0.5Mbyte capacity. The 12 green screen monitor
shows an 80 column display. The model 8222 replaces the twin floppy disks, with one floppy and one Winchester hard disk which can be 6, 12 or
18Mbyte depending on the application. Security lock to prevent unauthonsed use.

Sord M23 £1870- | Business 128K | Yes No CBasic RS-232C Sord 01-930 4214
Mark 1/111/V £3776

COMMENT: Three business micro systems sharing the choice of monochrome or colour monitors and only differing in their choice of disk drives. The
Mark 1 uses the micro-floppy disk and costs £1870 with BW monitor, £2266 with colour. Mark 111 uses the 5™ floppy disk drive costing the same
price as the Mark 1. The Mark V uses 8" floppy disks and costs £3380 with BW monitor and £3778 with colour. Al models have twin disk drives,
typewnter style keyboands and also use Sords own graphics language SGL. The SGL phegs in with a cartridge having its own 64K RAM making a total of
192K.

SOFTWARE: You can create your own programs with the Sord PIPS self programming language. Sord also produce & range of plug-in cartridges so you
can use the MZ3 without floppy disks. First programs wall be PIPS, Basic and a word processing package.

Comart £1895- | Business BAK No Yes Most RS-232 Comart 0480 215005
Communicator £2495
_ CP range
] COMMENT: Basic computer, keyboard and monitor extra, Built-in expandability including being ready for Prestel and Viewdata, Twin 5%" floppy disk
ia drives each with 390K capacity. Seven expansion slots for growth. CP200 has higher capacity disks at £2495.
atll SOFTWARE: Database management, word processing, production and stock control, business systems and financial planning. CAP Application
- software for: invoicing, sales, purchase, nominal ledger, payroll, inventory control. Plus the range of programs available under CPM.
i Triumph .ﬂ_l:llﬂr £1895- | Business From No Yes Basic, Cobol RS-232 Triumph Adler 01-250 1717
1 Alpha’.anic P £2935 48K Fortran
| COMMENT: The Alphatronic range were first introduced as word processors, with the other facilities added afterwards. The P2 is sold as a complete
| system including monitor and printer at around £2935. There's a typewriter style keyboard and twin 5'%" floppy disk drives. The P3 is sold as the
| e iy . -
‘I atronic Micro and has provision for using 8 or 16 bt software.
2 | SOFTWARE: Wide range of programs available under CPM — plus an increasing range offered by Adler themsetves.
" ‘ Caltext 1/1A £1899- | Business 64- |No |Yes | Most RS-232C Computer Ancillaries
. to 3/3A £3845 256K Egham 36455

COMMENT: Range of single piece desktop business micros differing only in their disk capacity. All have detachable typewriter style keyboards and 12"
monitors with 830 column display. The keyboards also have numernic keypads, plus special function keys for word processing. There is also provision for
link=up with IBM mainframe computers. The Model 1 is 64K and the 1A is 256K. The 2 & 2A replaces one of the 5% floppy disks with a SMbyte
Winchester and the 3 & 3A replace the SMbyte Winchester with a 10Mbyte hard disk

SOFTWARE: Apart from the wide range of programs available with CPM Computer Ancillaries also supply the range of Oasis business software and
Microplan.

Globe 101 £1900 | Business 64K No Yes Most RS-232 Globe Business Machines
0934-835222

COMMENT: A single piece micro with special function keys that makes it ideal for using Wordstar. 12 green screen monitor with B0 column display
and 24 lines length. Twin 5% " disk drives with capacity of 1Mbyte unformatted. 100 keys on typewriter style keyboard with numenic keypad, plus special
function keys. Provision for upgrading to the Globe 102 with twin 8" disks and to Globe 103 with Winchester hard disk.

Seed System One |£1300- | Business From | No No Basic, Cobol |RS-232 Strumech 054-33-78151
range E2480 32K Assembler

COMMENT: Business system based on the 8809 chip. There's a choice of either twin 5% "' drives or twin 8" drives. the System One is expandable to
56K and up to 8 input/output devices. Double headed version of the System One available. This was the first system of its type based on the 6809 chip.
Eﬂl‘m){ﬂ[‘. Wide range of system software including text editor, processor, assemblers and compilers. Business packages available include stock
control, sales and purchase ledger and a mailing program. You have the choice of separate modules or a fully interactive package.

Seed System 19  |£1900- | Business 32K- | No No Basic, Cobol | RS-232 Strumech 054-33-78151
£4895 1MB Pascal

COMMENT: Uses the Motorola 6809 processor expandable from 32K to 1Mbyte. Choice of single user operating systems or the 05-3 multi-user/ multi
.' .' ing system. Variety of storage from 5% floppy disks through 8" floppies to 10Mbyte hand disks. Monitor and disk drives extra.
u s0 ARE: Under the Microware 05-9 and S5B DODS 69 software there are a range of programs including Styleograph Word Processor (£130).
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Hewlett Packard £1917 | Business 16- No No Basic RS-232 Hewlett Packard 03446-3100

HP85A

COMMENT: Single piece desktop unit with built-in 5 monitor with 32 character display and thermal moving head printer. Typewriter style keyboard
with separate numeric keypad and plug-in tape cartridges. Plug-on modules are also available for extending the memary.

SOFTWARE: Special Application packs are available for the HPBO series micros. They include general statistics, finance, application circuit analysis,
linear programming, wave form analysis and statistical programs. All costing £68. The HPB5A also has Visicale Flus, File Manager, and Graphics
Presentation as three of a range of programs all costing around £140.

Toshiba T200

Business Extra

£1950 64K RS-232

Extra Most

COMMENT: Two part business system with the monitor and disk drives in a single package with a detachable keyboard. 12" green screen monitor with
80 character by 25 line display. Twin 5% " floppy disk drives each 280K. Typewniter style keyboard with separate numenic keypad and special function
lwas:. Also available in outfit complete with choice of printer.

5 :mﬁﬂ E: Apart from the wide range available under the optional CPM, Office International have their own range of business programs covering most
apphcahons.

Office International Sunbury BEEEE-_’___

Zenith Z100
range

128- Yes Yes
TRBK

E1973-
E2467

Business Most RS-232 Zenith 0452-29451

COMMENT: Single piece micro with both 8 and 16 bit micro processors, mcorporates single 5% disk drive with 320K capacity. High-resolution
graphics with facilities for resolution of 320,000 dots normally found only with dedicated graphics terminals. Multi-user capability and compatible with
mamframe computers. Another version has twin disk drives and costs £2453. The 120-22 Zenith is a single piece system that mcorporates the monitor
and twin 5% drives in a single cabinet. The monitor produces an B0 column display. The 120-22 costs £2467.

SOFTWARE: Apart from the vast range of programs available under CPM and the newer ones under CPM 86, Zenith also supply their own electronic
spreadsheet costing £135.

Transtec BC2

£1975- | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232 Transtec 0272-277462

E2400

COMMENT: Single unit computer with all three components, monitos, twin disk drives and keyboard housed in a single cabinet. 12" green screen
monitor with B0 column display. Typewriter style keyboard with eight way cursor control, nine special function keys and numeric keypad. Capacity of %"
disk drives BO0K. Eight multi-level expansion connectors. The outfit comprises the BC2 plus a choice of printer depending on the package chosen The
Olivetti DM5050 print head matrix printer operating at 100 characters per second is used for all the packages apart from word processing. The word
process ckage uses the Smith Corona daisy wheel printer.

EI]I:T’:'HAEE Transtec financial package comprising BC2, Dlivetti printer and Calestar £1375. Total Database includes the same hardware plus the
Datastar set of programs £1990. Transtec word processing package includes the BC2, Smith Corona daisy wheel printer and word star, £1930. Transtec
total accounting package including the BC2, Olivetti printer and Business Desk a fully integrated accounting software suite £2400.

Philips P2000

Business 16- Yes No Basic

48K

£1990 Other Philips 01-580 6633

COMMENT: Business micro that can run programs from cartridges or floppy disks and can accept data from cassettes. 127 green screen monitor with
twin 5% floppy disk drives. B0 column display shown on the monitar with full colour graphics. The P2000 has slots for insertion of program cartridges
and a special slot for mini- cassettes which can hold up to 39,000 characters per side. Typewriter style keyboard with separate numenic keypad and special
function keys.

SOFTWARE: Range of special programs covering Payroll, nominal ledges, purchase ledger, stock recording, sales ledger and analysis ledger. Prices of
ndividual programs averages £150. A special word processing package costs £230, while the BIS — Information System, has just been launched which
has a universal application from graphics to moving effects, set up announcements and can be used for presentations and training. Price on request.

CAL PC

£1895 | Business 128K |No Yes Most RS-232 Computer Ancillaries

Egham 36455

COMMENT: Another British IBM lookalike with the extra feature of including a ZB0 processor so that 8 bit programs can be run until large numbers of
16 bit programs become available. So it's a dual B-16 bit machine around the same price range as the Future FX-20, without any software included in the
price. 80 column display, typewriter style keyboard with numeric keypad and special function keys. Versions to be available that incorporates hard disks
replacing one of the floppy disks.

SOFTWARE: Add the vast choice of CPM programs to the increasing number for the IBM PC and there's an ample choice for people buying the CAL P,

TMK 320/330

£1995- G4K No Yes RS-232
£3195

Business Most Peripheral Hardware

021-745 3033

COMMENT: Single piece enits from Nippon Univac, sharing the features of typewriter style keyboard and numeric keypad. Each has a green screen
monitor and 4K of shadow ROM for start-up hardware diagnostics. The keyboard also has 22 programmable keys. Twin BOB5 processors are used
allowing separate processing of input and output data. The TMK 320 uses twin 5% " floppy disk drives mounted horizantally, while the TMK 330 has twin
8" drives mounted vertically.

SOFTWARE: Apart from the range of software under CPM, there is also a range of Nippon Univac software available from Peripheral Hardware.

Director System

Business

£1993 64K No Yes Most RS-232C Anglotech Slough 74201

COMMENT: Desktop micro with built-in 7" monitor and twin double sided, double density 5% floppy disk drives and detachable keyboard, Can also
linked to Anglotech hard disk system. 16 bit video RAM allows the system to be Prestel compatible.

_.2:.-\.1.-\.:.;..-:--\.__-\.-!--5_:_:.:' e
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Wang
Professional

From Business 128- | No Yes Basic, Cobol RS-232 Wang 01-560-4151
£2000 640K Fortran,
Pascal

COMMENT: True 168 bit machine using the BOBE chip. Self-test at power on, with parity checking. Choice of single or dual 5 disk drives. 360K per
drive. Dptional 5Mbyte hard disk. Green on black monitor producing B0 column display. Detachable keyboard with 101 key unit, 16 programmable function
keys, numeric keypad and cursor control keys. Work station emulation.

SOFTWARE: PC Multiplan and Wang PC Word processing plus the increasing range of programs available under MS-D0S. And the CPM range made
available through the CPMBO emulation.
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IBM Personal
Computer

From | Business 64- Extra | Extra | Basic, Cobol | RS-232 IBM UK 0705-694941
£2080 | Education 256K Fortran
Pascal

COMMENT: Now officially available in the UK, the IEM Personal Computer is destined to be a mass seller in 1983 due to the reputation of the letters
IEM. Available in its smallest system with a single disk drive of 160K. With provision for using drives with twice that capacity. Using the BO8S chip, the
IBM iz a three part system with manrtor, processor and keyboard. B0 character green screen monitor with adjustable angle typewriter style keyboard with
separate numeric keypad. Provision for colour graphics facility. Diagnostic system checks machine automatically as soon as it's tumed on, Now officially
here, the competition for the lookalikes will be even more intense,

SOFTWARE: As increasing number of programs are available for MS-00S and CPMBE. Popular programs already available to fit the IBM PC include
Micromodeller, Visicale, Wordstar and TIM lll. Systemics and Tab products will also be available.

Haywood 3000

£2100 | Busines G4K No Yes Maost R3-232C Haywood Electronics

01-428 0111

COMMENT: Single board computer with separate disk drive unit and manitor. Programmahle countes, timer with four channels. The Twin disk drive unit
takes bY" disks which have a capacity of 350K per drive. This equals 130 pages of A4 on each disk.

SOFTWARE: Micromass business programs are fully integrated through stock control, invoicing, sales and purchase ledger. The entries, payroll,
management accounts, P110 through to trial balance complete this powerful business system. Plug CP/M.

System M-Four

£2150 | Business 128- | No Yes Most RS-232 _J_F51 Computers 04862 23411

256K

COMMENT: Two systems in one with the 8088 18 bit chip and the ZBO B bit chip, offering the choice of either type of operation. Single unit with

detachable keyboard. Range of disk drive options from 58" floppies to hard disks. Up to three concurrent users. 12" monitor with green screen, graphics
facdity plus B0 column display.

SOFTWARE: The System M-Four uses five operating systems M300S, CPM, CPMBE, MPMB6E and LSI NET for wide range of programs.

North Star £2195 | Business B4K No Yes Basic RS-232C Comart 0480 215005
Advantage Fortran Trader Computers
Cobol 01-328 3484
COMMENT: Desktop machine with 12" green screen monitor, twin 5% floppy disk drives and Selectric style keyboard in a single cabinet. Manitor
offers choice of 80 character display or brt-mapped graphics from simple line charts and bar charts to three dimensional charts nd complex three
dimensional forms, Typewnter style keyboard has 87 keys including 15 special functions and 14 key numeric keypad. Versions available with Winchester
hard disk and wpgrade to 16 hit (£345).
SOFTWARE: North Star Application Support Orogram Operating system provides sequential and random file management for North Star packages:-
ACCPAC order entry/invoices, accounts receivable and payable, general ledger, Northword a word processing package. Mail manager for mailing list
management and Info management for Data management. Plus CPM.
Saracen £2200 | Business 32K No Yes Most RS5-232 Bytronix 0252-726814
COMMENT: Using the popular ZBO processor the Saracen comes with two 5% floppy disk drives and 8" disk drives available as an option.
Pasca 640 £2200 | Business 64K |No  |Yes |Most RS-232C Westrex 01-578 0950
COMMENT: Single unit micro with twin disk drives, 8 IEM format, green screen monitor and keyboard with separate numeric keypad, all housed in a
single cabinet. Typewriter style keyboard with 18 special function keys for user defined operations or CPM control sequences.
An&laim E£2225- {Business B4K Extra Extra Most RS5-232 Country Computers 0527-29826

£4450 |Education

COMMENT: If you wanted an Apple 11 Plus, but weren't satisfied with the 40 column display, exira monitor and limited disk storage, the Acclaim is the
answer. In a single cabinet you have a green screen maonitor and a choice of single 5'%" disk drive, twin floppies right up to Winchester hard disks, The
keyboard is detachable and has a separate numeric keypad, plus 12 programmable function keys. The monitor gives you the choice of 40 or B0 character
displays, so you have all the Apple compatibility plus extra features in a single unit.

SOFTWARE: The Acclaim accepts all the Apple software, so you have a choice that's virtually unlimited, plus when you add the ZB0 softcard CPM
packages become available.

Quantum 2000

BAK No Yes Most RS-232

Centronics

From | Business

£2250

Ouantum Computer Systems
0532-458877

COMMENT: Two part British made computer system which has the green screen monitor mounted above the typewriter style keyboard. The disk drive
unit has three drives built-in — unusual as most have just the two drives — but can be useful for business use. 2. 4Mbyte of formatted storage capacity.
Monitor shows B0 columns by 25 lines format and 160 x 75 pixel graphics.

Ean'ﬁn MBC 2000/
300

£2250-4 Business BAK No Com- | Basic RS-232 Sanyo Watford 46363
£3500 patible | Pascal

Cobaol

Fortran

COMMENT: Two desk-top single piece business micros both using the 12" green screen monitor and having typewriter style keyboards with numeric
keypads and special function keys. The MBC-2000 has twin 5% floppy disk drives and the MBC-3000 has twin 8" floppy disk drives. Commercially
available Multi-bus cards can be used for further expansion.

Husky £22801 | Business 32- No Yes - . RS-232 Datec 061-941 2361
144K
COMMENT: Business micro with built-in monitor producing 32 column display. Full typewriter style keyboard with dual function keys and numeric
keypad. Disk drives extra.
SOFTWARE: Using CPM there can be an extensive range of programs available though certain software will be very difficult to use with 32 column
F display.
Cromenco £2295- | Business B4- Yes Com- | Most RS-232 Comart 0480 215005
System 1/2 £2620 | Education 512K patible

COMMENT: Desktop system needs keyboard and monitor are essential exiras. 8 slots of expansion. Twin 5% floppy disk drives. The System 2 is
designed for rack mounting and has 17 slots for expansion. Both micros produce colour graphics using the 501 interface, with 16 shades of 256 colour
ranges, giving a total choice of 4036,

SOFTWARE: Packages available for Database management, word processing, CAP applications, sales ledger, invoicing, purchase and nominal ledger,
payroll and inventory control. Plus CPM.
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The introduction of Wordcraft 20 for the VIC brings
the benefits and advantages of full scale word
processing directly to the general public.

Until now only the business world could afford word
processing systems but this amazing price
breakthrough makes it available to everyone.
Wordcraft 20 comes on a cartridge ready to plug
into the back of the VIC. Included in the cartridge is
an extra 8K of RAM that is also available for use
with other programs — so not oniy do you get a
word processor but you also get a memory
expansion thrown in. The system also comes with
complete documentation catering both for the
inexperienced user and for those already familiar
with Wordcraft 80.

Just look at these features:

* Full use of colour and sound.

* Full compatibility with VIC 1515 printer, parallel
printers or RS232C serial printers

* Full control over margins, document width, tab
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stops, decimal tabs, justifiea output, multiple
copies. Complete control of the final output.

* Automatic underlining and emboldening.

* Full screen display with automatic paging.

* Full storage and retrieval facilities from disk and
tape.

* Full compatibility with Wordcraft 80

* Name and address capabilities — including
labels.

* Full document merging facilities.

Wordcraft 20. The package that the VIC user has
been waiting for. A word processor of proven
quality at a low price.

For the first time ever, every home can hae one.

~amdisgenie ~

Wardcraft 200 £125 00 nc. VAT ant |_.'."-|. A diiah l:" mall ML gealers o
Audiogemc Lid PO Box Y Fh:-,rn- Berks Ta BRI
Wardtratt 2008 cogynght P L. Dowson 1982
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NAME _[PRICE[USE  |RAM |colour|CPM |LANGUAGE |INTERFAC
Eagle 1I-111-1V I £2350 | Business 64K [ No Yes CBasic RS-232 Mediatech 01-903 4372
E4195

COMMENT: Range of single unit business micro computers with 12° monitor showing 80 column display, twin 5% floppy disk drives and a keyboard
with separate numeric keypad. The models differ only in their storage capacity with the greatest storage available on the Eagle V.
SOFTWARE: Al the Eagle range are sold as complate packages with software. You have the choice of an Office Management configuration which
includes Spellbinder the word processing package, an electronic spreadsheet, Ultracale and MBasic. While the business configuration alsa has Spelibinder
plus the Accounting Plug suite of programs. Prices range from the £2350 for the office management system with the Eagle Il to the Eagle IV at £4195 also
with the office system. Accounting packages are priced between £2350 and £4195 depending on the disk capacity.

DEC
Rainbow 100

£2359 |Business 64- Extra |Yes Most RS-232 Digital Equipment 0256-58200
Education 256K

COMMENT: The Rainbow uses the ZB0 and 8088 chips, o you have a dual 8-16 bit machine which automatically senses the type of program and
selects the comect processor. Complete system including the disk drives, monitor and typewriter style keyboard. There are two 5" disk drives, and optional
Winchester hard disks. The 12" monrtor produces an image BO columns wide with an optional colour monitor available. The ergonomically designed
keyboard has special function keys and a numerc keypad.

SOFTWARE: Using a comhination of CPM and CPM BB, you have a wide choice of 2000 programs plus the ones available through the DEC catalogue.
So if you want a machine to use for the future, the DEC Rainbow is a good choice.

Ferranti £2395 | Business 128- |Eda |Yes | Basic, Cobol |RS-232 Ferranti 061-499-3355 '
PT7 Model 265 896K Pascal :
COMMENT: This machine using the 8086 chip is the Ferranti version of the PT7 range of IBM and ICL compatible terminals. With twin 320K 5%
floppy disk drives and an BOO x 400 bit mapped graphics display, the PT7 is extremely competitively priced with the Sirius |, though less disk storage.
Typewriter style keyboard with special function keys and numeric keypad. Offers multi-tasking foreground/background operation. Higher capicity disk
drives available. Optional printers also available.
SOFTWARE: Using CPMB6 and MPMBE, there is a wide range of packages available, plus a range for the PT7 from Ferranti
Millbank £2395 4 Business 65K No Yes Most RS-232 Millbank Computers 01-788 1083
System 10 E2895 | Education IEEE 488

COMMENT: Single piece desktop machine with 12" monitar showing an 80 column display, with twin 5% " disk drives and a typewriter style keyboard
with separate numenic keypad. Power down protection device. 32 it arithmetic processor. Direct memory addressing makes the system 10 faster than
other micros claiming 4 MHZ processing speed. Can be used with the Millbank CTX10 Telex system. Using this system the CTX10 can be combined with
other CPM based packages to offer a simultaneous word processing, business computing/telex combination, The CTX costs £1600. The System 10 is also
available with a 5 Mbyte hard disk.

SOFTWARE: Apart from the CPM based software that can be used with the System 10, Millbank have these specialised packages: - Financial Director
— @ complete suite of interactive Bntish Accounting Software, R.EAM.LS. — Residential estate agents management information system,
Instrumention/Process control — a range of scientific/industrial packages for specialist users, Solicitors — User specific data retrieval/word processing
package utilising standard legal terms and phraseslogy.

Olivetti M20

Sirius 1

£2395 | Business 160- | No Extra | Basic RS-232 Dlivetti 01-785 G666 :"i
Education 500K Pascal 1EEE 488 a
Fortran A
COMMENT: True 16 bit micro with twin 5% disk drives above an Olivetti typewriter style keyboard which has a separate pumeric keypad. Monitor i
supplied, fully adjustable, in green or manochrome. Provision for using Winchester hard disks up to 11 Mbytes. Full graphics facility outside RAM. Wide :;i
range of prnters available. =
SOFTWARE: The M20 uses MSDOS and PEKOS, CPM 86 will be available soon. Olivetti already have a full range of accounting packages for the M20, i
plus Multiplan £175, Dliword £300, Oliterm a TTL emulator £150 and Oli Com a communications pragram £300. The Dlivetti catalogue contains around 3
100 programs. i
£2395 | Business 128K- |Extra | CPM86 | Basic RS-232C ACT 021-501 2284
Education 1MB Cobaol 1EEE 488
Fortran

COMMENT: Certainly the most publicised 18 bit computer apart from the IBM, which isn't even officially imported yet by IBM. Using the Intel 8088
chip offers far more possibilities and expansion to 1 Mbyte. The Sirius is self-contained with its own 12 green screen monitor showing 80 or 132
characters to the line. The twin 5% disk drives have a total capacity of 1.2 Mbytes. While the keyboard features an IBM style nucleus with separate
numeric keypad. Hi-res graphics included for charts, graphs and half tone pictures. Codec audio controller for verbal prompts and operating instructions.
Ergonomically the monitor screen tilts and swivels and has a glare proof screen. The keyboard is separate.

SOFTWARE: CPM 86 is the latest version of the popular operating system. Already you have Micromodeller, Supercale, Wordstar, Spellstar and
Mailmerge available. In addition ACT themselves have developed the range of Pulsar business programs.

Victor 9000

£2395 |Business 128- |No CPMBE | Basic RS-232 DRG Business Machines
896K Cobol 0934 415 398
Fortran
F‘Eical

COMMENT: See Sirius. Victor Business Machines produce the Sirius and Victor 9000 computers. Victor have the sole rights for the machine under this
name in North America and the UK. Feature for feature the hardware is identical apart from the name.

SOFTWARE: Special software will be available under the Victor name — Victor Writer and Victor Calc and companies like Pegasus and Peachtree will
also be supplying packages for this machine. Plus all the software that is available for the Sirius | and of course vice-versa,

ICL Models
10, 30, 31, 32

£2395- | Business 64- No Yes Most RS-232C Trader Point
Eh250 256K 01-788 72712

COMMENT: Range of micros ranging from the twin 5% floppy disk drives to hard disks. Available without kehybpard or monitor or as system.
SOFTWARE: CPM, plus range from ICL

Apple 111 £2418 |Business 128-256K|Extra  |No Basic RS-232 Apple UK 0442-60244
Education Pascal
Cobol ;
Assembler .

COMMENT: Big brother to the best selling Apple 11 Plus, the Apple 111 hasn't had the same success. Having a typawriter style keyboard and separate

numeric keypad, the Apple 111 uses a new type of operating system known as S0S — Sophisticated operating system. There is one disk drive built-in with

pravision for another three to be used. A special hard disk known as Profile gives a storage capacity of § MBytes and up to four can be used with the Apple

111, Unlike the Apple 11, the model 111 provides an 80 column display on a special green screen monitor supplies as part of the system. Thereis a special

emulation ;nnud;l to let you u1se Apple 11 software on this new model, so the Apple 111 offers the features of a larger machine plus access t the best selling
ac r the model 11.

EﬂF ARE: Apart from the vast supply of Apple 11 software that can be used in the emulation mode, there is a limited range specifically for the Apple

111.
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NAME ; RICE|USE RAM |cowous CPM |LANGUAGE |INTERFACE | SUPPLIER
Altos 5-15 & £2425- | Business 192K | No Com- | Most RS-232C Logitek 0257 426644
5-50 range £4950 patible :

COMMENT: Single board computer requiring keyboard and monitor for use. Suplied with two double sided 5% " floppy disk drives in single cabinet.
With the 5-50 range one of the floppy disk drives is replaced with & 5% Winchester hard disk. Up to three users can use the system.
SOFTWARE: Logitek supply the range of Peachtree software for the Altos range. These programs cover — sales ledger, inventory management, payroll,
nominal ledger, purchase ledger. Plus the extensive range of programs available under CPM. There is also the MPM operating system used by Altos the
multi-tasking/ multi-user version of CPM,

Logica VTS

£2499 | Business : 64- No YesB86 | Basic, Pascal | RS-232

512K Cobol

Logica 01-637-5171

COMMENT: Using the true BOBE chip, the VTS is a three part system. The monitor has a 15" screen and bronze displw.”Twhlﬁﬁ" floppy disk drives
giving 500K storage. Typewriter style keyboard with numeric keypad and 12 programmable special function keys. The 15" monitor matches the height
“Eimmi[: standards set by the Logica word processor.

Canon CX-1

SOFTWARE: An increasing amount of programs are becoming available under CPMB6.
£2500 | Business 64- No No Basic, Cobol | RS-232C Canon 01-680-7700
128K Assembler

COMMENT: Single unit micro comprising 12" green screen monitor, twin 5% " floppy disk drives and typewriter style keyboard with separate numeric
keypad. Each disk has information storage of 320K and a maximum of 128 programs can be stored on each disk. Uses the Canon MCX operating system,
which includes text formatting and a spool function to save data for printing out later. B” drives available as optional extras plus printers.
SOFTWARE: Special programs for the CX-1 are available from Canon and outside sources. Holland Automation programs cover sales ledger, purchase
and general ledger, payroll and stock recording. Each program costs £275. Plus the Filekeeper foundation package for the other programs costing £135.
Other programs available from Holland Automation include Report Generator, Bill of materials, General Ledger, Budgets.

Sage I

£2500 | Business 128- No No Basic, Pascal | RS-232 TOI Ltd.
512K Fortran

COMMENT: One of the increasing number of micros using the GB000 16 bit chip combining the processor and twin disk dnves in a single package.
SOFTWARE: Sage uses the P-system for an operating system using UCSD. It is claimed that over 1000 application packages will be available. But
currently only a few business packages are available and many were first written for the Apple. Used on the Sage they are claimed to be up to 14 times
faster. In comparison with BOBB machines fike the |BM Personal and Siriug, the Sage is claimed to be 4 times faster.

Tele Video
TS800 range

£2635- | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232 Hotel Microsystems
£4788 01-328 8737

COMMENT: The TSB01 and TSE06 are basically similar micro systems, with the TSB06 having the multi- tasking facility, The systems come with twin
5% floppy disk systems which are integral with the green screen monitor which shows an 80 column display. The keyboard is typewriter style, detachable

with numeric keypad and special function keys. Further versions of the Tele Video range replace one of the floppy disk drives with a 3% Winchester hard

disk for greater storage capacity,
SOFTWARE: CPM means a wide choice of programs including Wordstar.

Minstrel

£2560- | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232 Hotel Microsystems

£3200 01-328 8737

COMMENT: Single unit machine that incorporates both a 5% " floppy disk drive and a choice of either 5 or 20MByte hard disks. The aptions which wall
be available include slave ZBO processor cards, and 16 bit cards. You have a choice of MINDS and OASIS as operating systems apart from CPM.
SOFTWARE: CPM plus compatibility with the North Star Honizon Software.

Oscar

£2560 | Business 64K No Yes Most RS-232 IDS 0908-313997

COMMENT: Another business micro system complete with twin 5% floppy disk drives and a 12" monitor providing an 80 column display. Provision
for using additional disk capacity for more data storage.

Olympia Boss

Business Parallel

E2645 BAK il‘l.ln Yes Most Olympia 01-262-6788

COMMENT: From the busimess equipment manufacturer Olympia, the Boss is their first real micro computer system. With a full typewriter style

keyboard and 12" manitor showing an B0 column x 28 line display, the Boss has a fairly standard specification loading programs from a 5% floppy disk
drive. There is provision for adding a hard disk when required.

DEC
Professional 325

E2677 | Business 256K |[Extra |No Most
Education

RS-232 Digital Equipment 0256-53200

COMMENT: Three piece professional system compatible with the mainframe POP-11/23 series. Supplied complete with 12 monochrome monitor and
dual 5%" double density floppy disk drives. Bit mapped graphics. _
SOFTWARE: As the PDP-11/23 is popular, both DEC and independents are converting programs for use with this micro.

TRS-80
Model 11

£2699 | Business 64K No No Basic RS-232 Tandy 0922-648181
Education

il

COMMENT: Desktop machine with single 8" drive and 12" monitor, He-reés graphics option £399.
SOFTWARE: Vast range of programs of all types, in line with the TRS-B0 being the largest selling micro until the ZXB1 came along.

ITT 3030 £2700 | Business B4- Extra | Yes Most RS-232 ITT D268-3040
Education 256K 1EEE 488
COMMENT: Three part system with the twin disk drives (560 h'p'tua. Provision for using 1BM format 8" disks and hard disks. Provision for various
character set, 16 colours in graphics mode, background colour and hi-res graphics.
SOFTWARE:; CPM plus ITT's own range of business software.
Sharp PC3201 £2750 |Business B4K  |No Extra | Basic Other Sharp 061-205-2333

COMMENT: Unlike most micros, this is supplied as a complete system including the monitor, disk drives and a printer. Plus an electronic spreadsheet.

So you really can plug-in and use the system as soon as its on your premises. The 12" green screen monitor produces an 80 character display including
raphics, The printer is marked Sharp, but bears a very close family resemblance to the Epson MXBD range,

il.'l FTWARE: There are over 70 business programs covering most of the popular subjects plus specialised programs for the wholsesale fruit market, coin

machine accounting, farmers payroll, insurance broking and surveyors. With the addition of CPM, anather 2000 packages are available from Wardstar to

the most sophisticated and specialised programs.

MICRO? APRIL 1983

115




T TR TEETTEET S e SRR ER R e e SR

CLASSIFIED

116

SPECT-A-DRAW

MO AVAILABLE — A 4B K Sgactrum varsion
af the well known Level || Basic Fools
prediction program ompute-a- Draw’,

"A BOOM FOR THOSE INTERESTED IM
WINNING THE POOLE" -— Isteraca,
Decembar 1982

Program on cassetbe with instruction

RN L s e e e e i S TN L ie E4. 95
Database tape (Opticnal, bul containg dara
an oyver 6,000 matches, . ........ £E13.50

Pragram and databasze 1agather .. £17.50

or 5.8, E For datasls
B.5. McAlley

1 Cowleaze, Chinnor,
Oxon OX3 4TD

HOMAC....... ....£12.50

ZX Accounting System

— Data base of up to 1,000 records for
Spactrum 3000 book-keeping and financial
forecasting.

— Fast data eniny.

- Manages most accounts: Bank, credit card,
cash, savings, standing orders, direct debits
i,

— Predicts credit card bills

— Up to 94 account headings covering an
gightean month penod with annual carry-
forward.

— Printed or displayed summaries and
statements for any account or period.

— Uses any single currency 88 base.

ALSO

MULTIPLE REGRESSION
ANALYSIS ... .. ....£10.00

ZX Implementation
of statistical technique

— Stapwise insertion and deletion of vanables.
— Lagging of variablas.
- Full statistics and tables of residuals,
— Range of matrix sizes:
TEB1 — 2x623; Ex180; Bx33.
Spectrum — 5000 extra items.
— Extenszive facilities for automatic processing.
— Data accessible for logarighmic analyses etc.
— SAM data on UK Money Supply figures
included

Please state ¥ ZXE1 (18K or Specitem 88K] wersion is regusrsd
Prices include cassette, smetnections and plp.

David Martin Associates
71A Princes Road, Richmond, Surrey
T™W10 6DQ.

Telephone: 01-948 1053

WRITE TO:

FREE GAMES AND EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE

On purchase of a ZX81, 16K RAM PACK and PRINTER.
Software available from £3.95; 1K and 16K programs.

MARTIN MICROS, 3 WATCHLYTES, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTS.
OR TELEPHONME: (07073) 38089.

NEW SPECTRUM
SOFTWARE

30 Mazes of Gold, Amazing 30 graphics = show off the best in
wvaur Spectum — yau must sdd s 1o your callaction, Only
E5.9%

Bear laland. ¥ou midat suneds after crashing somewhene in the
drctic. Awosd the angry poler fears and other hazands. 8
progreasvely hardar iceflows. Only £3.86.

Mongoose. Haow long can yau sumvise — Think yoi can lagt?
Then try this totally addictive game. Only £3.96.

Aaversi and Poker Dice. 2 highly enjoyable and addictive
fgames on ene cassette Only £5.98,
White Noise and Graphics. Thes has 10 be tha mogl amazing
programma for the Spactrum. Pixel scrollin in any direction
Develop your own sound eflects, & collection of 32 maching
cods subroutines, Includes full instruction manual. Only
£6.96.

Saund Boostar. Changes your Spectrum whisper 10 8n ear-
splitting roar. Smart cass wilh buill in spaakar, Just plisg Into
wour Spactrum. Only £9.00 inc. pBp.

Al the above producad by Gilsoft
Aleo in alock, Krazy Eong £5.00, Spactral invaders £5.00.
Arcade pack of 8.
Supergames [including Crary Raca. Sub Hurt and Lunar
Landar) £5.00 Spectres — Absolulaly superh £8.040.

Prices includa pGp sant by meoum of first class post
Cheques/Postal Orders 1o

BYTEWELL
203 COURT ROAD, BARRY, SOUTH GLAMORGAN
OR TEL: (0446) 742491

BDSBORNE 1

® Monitor 4+ cable £104
® Adler/Epson/OK1 £CALL
® Olivetti ET1214+R5232 £799
® OSBORNE £CALL
® Games for Osborne from£19.95

We specialise in Osborne and
hold large stocks of above.

CALL FOR SUPERB PRICES

FRASER ASSOCIATES
Buckingham (02802) 6087

VIC 20 SOFTWARE

Big Screen Invaders [with random flying saucers)

Big Screan Asterclds |(with super fast hyperspace mads|
Both these gamas utilise the whole of vowr TV screen for @
big. g, noky and highly additive quality arcade style game.
Only £4.00 anch,

Alga Asteroids and Spsce Fighter Superk gamas at anly
£4,00 aach. The ahove programmes by ARCADIA.
Cosminds -~ Swooping swarma of irvaders. Vary sdditive,
Only ET.00.

Asteroids — Clazsic arcade style game. Onby E7.00.
Pande - Trap the monstens belors the rap you. Cnly E7.00.
The above games from Bug- Byte

Mizszile Panic £6.00. Spaca Hoppar E8.00. Star Wars
2, £5.00. Nawal Attack E5.00.
Thasa programmas from Titan
A1l thea VIC games controlled by either joystick ar keybaard
for your unexpanded WIC.
Prices include PEP sant by retumn of first cleas poat
Chegues/Postal crders fo;

BYTEWELL
203 COURT ROAD, BARRY, SOUTH GLAMORGAN.
OR TEL: {0446) 742481,

M& J SOFTWARE

DRAGDON COMPANION BOOK. . o .C4.88
Dimcaver 7 &xirg graphics modes lelu- -c.-:'ll"'|| ﬁlﬁ i |II|.'|| o W@
gy magping. Incraasa the processor speed (not & hamdwarse
maad]. Sppend programs fom jape. Study the workings of BASIC
with ihe dissssembler, Incoeporate yEslud routings iram BASIC in
yaur my'c proge. Add commands o BASIC,

FORTH listings . ... 1o g e BT
8502, S0E0 280, EEPC"Q EE':':E' ﬁ:-‘-'-' in 416¢k,

INSTALLATION BAARNLIAL . . £5
Mecasaary Mr snplamantsng FORTH and its adinos.

6502 MACARO ASSEMIBLE .. .. ... . ... ......:........L¢&

This assembler &5 wrriten in fig-FOATH and will rur an any fig
imipleEma&niabgn with orly ane altarsl=n

MICROTAN IMPLEMENTATION OF FORTH ..._....... £15

This & a cassefte based implemeniation which consists of the
language, its editor and MEJ SOFTWARE = 8502 macr assembler,

M B J Soltwaere Send your chagua or postal
34 Grays Close prider for E4.96 and really stan
Schaolar Graan to enjoy the Dragon

Stoke-on-Trent STT LU Tel (|782) 517876

di- PROM SERVICES

“permanent software”

“Ae- Micro design development and production

ZXE1

BE Eprom Board +Eprom 1 or 11 .. ........£20.00
Eprom 1. 40 toolkit routines. . £10.00
Eprom |l. Rapid save/load. SERPRR —4 [ a flw v
"Epn}rn V. 20 routine m/c monitor. .. ... ... E10.00
Eprom V. Z80 Disassembler. ... ... . E10.00
Graphics Board (inc. 4K of Eprom) .  E24.50
Extansion Board - 3 Slot S R S el o R
28 or 23 way sdge connectors . ... ......... £2.50
Borddwayemdgecards ... ... .......... BT

IX Spectrum

Eprom Board ... ... i B e L E£19.00
1EKHampack.ﬁ.dapmr s i e el R IR
Extension Board =3 Slot ... ... ... ccvoe. . E168.00
Precision Converters for ZX81

oF Spactrum
3Ql,|1|;|u'.qur.ﬁ.Imlﬂld....................'E'ZEDD
4 input A to D board . .+ E17.00
32 line 1/0 board. . ... -« F1 B0
1 output D to & to fit 1-"._I buard LET0.00

Eprom Programming and copying — return of post service,
*Tape Version: Special offer £5. Large S.A.E. for details.
EPROM SERVICES, (WM) 3 Wedgewood Drive, Leeds L58 1EF. (0532) 667183

‘O’ LEVEL
COMPUTER
STUDIES?

THEN YOU NEED CESIL FOR YOUR
16K/48K SPECTRUM AND 16K ZX81.
COMPLETE WITH MANUAL ONLY

£5.95. TEACHERS CONTACT US
FOR SPECIAL RATES.

FOR UNEXPANDED VIC-20

SPACE PHREEKS £9.50
SPACE STORM £6.50
SKRAMBLE £9.50
NIGHTCRAWLER £9.50
VIC+3K FROGGER £9.50
VIC+3K MYRIAD £9.50
FOR ANY VIC OR SPECTRUM

ARCADIA £5.50

ALL ORDERS DEALT WITH ON
DAY OF RECEIPT AND SENT BY
18T CLASS POST. CHEQUES, F/O'S
TO - BYTEWELL, 203 COURT ROAD.
BARRY, S'GLAM. CF6 7EW.

TEL: {0446) 7424917.
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Toshiba T-100 £2750 | Business 64K Yes Yes Most RS-232 Office Intemational
Sunbury 85666

COMMENT: Complete system including & colour monitor and 80 column printer. Typewriter style keyboard with numeric keypad and special function
keys. Colour monitor producing 80 characters by 25 lines or 36 characters by 24 line display. In other modes provides graphics and text 160 x 100 and
B40 x 200 pixels. Dual disk drives each 254K formatted. B0 column dot matrix printer including graphics facility incloded in the outfit price.
SOFTWARE: Use of CPM s the operating system assures a wide range of packages for most users,

o o
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Torch £2795 | Business 96K Yes Com- | Most RS-232 Torch Computers 0223
patible -841000

COMMENT: Monitor shows colour display plus wide range of graphics facilities. Twin 5% disk drives, double density. Combination of 8502 and Z80
processars for flexibility. Handles communications via Teletext, dial up, telex, Econet and the RS-232 as standard. The basic hoard fram the BBC micro
torms the base for the Torch micro, plus all the added features making an extremely advanced micro especially for sending information locally or worldwide.
A complete screen of information can be sent in ten secands, Plus hard disk options,

SOFTWARE: CPM plus Torcheale, electronic mailing, secretary's aid and integrated accounting packages. Edword is Torch's new word processing
package integrated with the communications software. It enables letters to be typed, comected, edited and then automatically sent along a dial-up line to its
destination. True electronic mail.

Samurai £2795 | Business 128K-
1MB

Fortran 01-833 3701

No fcmas Basic, Cobol | RS-232C Micro Networks ‘

COMMENT: Single piece of business micra using the BOBE chip having & 12 monitor with B0 column screen display, twin 8" floppy disk drives,
double sided, double density. Typewriter style keyboard, detachable with numeric keypad.
SOFTWARE: There's an increasing amount of programs for micros using CPMB6 and MSDOS.

Columbia £2800 | Business 128K- |No CPMBE | Most RS-232C lcarus 01-485 5574 ‘

Education IEM Extra

COMMENT: A 18 bit machine looking just like an IBM Personal Computer, with full com patibility of IBM PC Software and hardware. 12 green screen
menitar, twin J20K 5% floppy disks and Winchester hard disk interface. IBM compatible keyboard with B3 keys, full numeric pad and 10 special function

keys.

SOFTWARE: CPM B6, the latest version of the popular operating system already has Micromodeller, Supercalc, Wordstar, Spellstar and Maimerge.
The software for the IBM Personal Computer is compatible with the Columbia. Plus the Pulsar range of business programs which cover sales and purchase
ledger, analysis and product management reparts plus nominal ledger,

|
A
|

01-330-0764

COMMENT: Compucase must be an abbreviation for computer in a case. Using gas plasma technology, the Compucase has twin 8085 processors and
BMbytes of disk storage. Typewriter style keyboard and built-in monitor with display 40 characters by 12 lines, housed in the lid. The system is completed
by an 80 column printer. All housed in a briefcase measuring just 13 x 18 x 5.5,

SOFTWARE: Use of CPM as the operating system assures a wide range of packages for most requirements.

Compucase £2800 | Business 64K |No  [Yes | Most RS-232 Advanced Software Te:hmlngvj

Hitachi £2800- | Business 128- |Yes |MNo | Basic Cobal | RS-232C Hitachi 01-848-8787
MB 16001 £3500 384K Fortran, Pascal

Assembler

COMMENT: 18 bit business micra using the BO88 chip which is unusual as its fitted with a colour meniter as standard. Detachable typewriter style
keyboard with numeric keypad and special function keys. Large capacity videa RAM provides 640 x 400 dot graphic resolution in 8 colours, Text and
graphics can be overlaid. Twin 5% floppy disk drives, double sided, double density. t slots for expansion.

SOFTWARE: An increasing amount of well known packages are available under MS-D0S.

0734-343885

COMMENT: Single unit micro, with integral 8" monitor and twin 5%" floppy disks (1.2Mbytes). Can work as workstatian in an area network
SOFTWARE: CPM compatible so range of pragrams available.

Fox £2900 | Business 64K | No Yes Most RS-232 Digital Micro Systems J

Tycom 12 £2900 | Business 128K | Extra | Extra | Most RS-232 Tycom Corporation
icroframe 01-583-2255

COMMENT: British built micro claimed to be future proof due to use of VBC — Versatile Base Bus Concept, where the computer processor is not
considered to be the centre of a system — but like a peripheral like a disk drive, So extra processors can be plgged in including their extra memory space
and operating systems. The System 12 has its own VRTX executive operating system and 128K of RAM. The twin 5%"" floppy disk drives each have a
BOOK capacity or 1 floppy and a Winchester hard disk, Typewriter style keyboard with special function keys and numeric keypad. Extra boards available for
ZB0 processors and G800 processor. The Model 12 uses the 8088 processor.

SOFTWARE: With the choice of processor there should always be a wide selection of packages available for the Tycom range.

Stratos E2950 | Business 64K [No [Yes [Most RS-232 Phoenix Systems 061-440 0739 |

COMMENT: The Strios is a business system which comprises a 12 monitor, twin double sided, double density B disk drives and a typewriter style
keyboard which has a separate numeric keypad. The VDU is the ADDS Viewpaint with detachable keyboard. Disk capacity 2Mbytes. Provision for multi-
USET X r.:arr:inr up to 18 on-line users.

SOFTWARE: Use of CPM 2.2 assures a wide range of programs for the Stratos including specialised packages from Phoanix Systems.

Eﬂuinux 5000SX & | £2950- | Business No Yes Most | Other Equinox 01-739 2387
80005X range £4250 | Education
64K

COMMENT: System selected by the government computer advisary service for use in government departments. Highly expandable, The 50005X is the
single user system using double density, double sided 5% " disk drives and the Viewpoint VOU. The BODOSX is the multi-user version of this Equinox
systam,

SOFTWARE: CPM offers a wide range of programs including Wordstar, There is also DOS available which lets you load programs faster and also 1 1 ?
process filer guicker.
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Vector V4 £2995- | Business 128- | Yes Yes Most RS-232 Almare Data Systems 0602-52657
20/30 £3995 256K ;

COMMENT: The Vector V4 is an 8/16 bit computer using the Z80 and BO8& chips. You have the advantage of both systems with the facility of
upgrading without any additional hardware cost. Colour available using external monitor. Programmable sound generator can be controlled by application
programs. The /30 replaces one of the 5" foppy disk drives with a SMbyte hard disk.
SOFTWARE: Use of the B and 16 hit chips plus CPM offers wide choice of programs.
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ADS System 42 | £3000 [ausinass 48K |No |No |Basic RS-422 Ads 01-947 4881

e

COMMENT: A retail arientated business micro that incorporates a 5™ green screen monitor. Monitor shows a display 40 columns by 8 lines. Uses 5% .EE.
floppy disk drive and provision for using cassettes at 9600 Baud. g
S ARE: Supplied complete with a software system for stock control, in retail business. The ADS uses the Holland Automation operating system. e

Dot £3000 | Business Up to | No Extra | Choice, inc RS-232 Transdata 01-403-5115
T00K Basic, Fortran .
FHEGHIJ Cobaol

COMMENT: A portable micro claimed to be IBM PC compatible using the same processor, the 8088. Twin 3% Sony floppy disk drives 5 x 3" monitor. e
Typewriter style keyboard with numeric keypad and special function keys. Built-in thermal printer, dot matrix type up to 132 column display at 160 c.p.s. -
Options available to use Dot as on-line terminal. L
SOFTWARE: An increasing amount of software is becoming available under MS-D0S — however the 3% disk still is uncommon — though destined to -
be the new standard according to certain industry experts.

BMC Oki 800 £3150 | Business Up ta | Yes Yes Maost RS-232 Encatel Systems 01-680 6040
Maodel 20 Education 256K

COMMENT: Combines colour monitor 64 colowrs) with integral twin 5" floppy disd drives and & printer. The Oki 800 can also be used as a work -
station to a mainframe computer. -

Eagle 1600 £3150 | Business Eg- Extra | Yes B6 | Most RS-232 Mediatech 01-303-4372
K

COMMENT: The Eagle 1600 is an IEM lookalike that uses the true 8086 chip, rather than the 8088 fitted to the IBM PC. Using twin 5% " double sided,
double density disk drives with a capacity of 1Mbyte each unformatted and 784K formatted. Typewriter style kayboard with sculpted design, 105 keys
with full numeric keyset and 24 user definable keys. Plus HELP facility which works with the two software packages supplied. 12 green screen monitor
producing B0 characters by 25 line display. Video/graphics controller provides full IBM character set plus a 720 x 352 pixels graphics mode. Selectable
communications rates from 75-9600 baud. Provision for local area networking up to 64 stations. § expansion slots. :
SOFTWARE: The Eagle 1600 is supplied complete with two packages, Eaglewriter — a word processing program and Eagle Calc an electronic -

spreadsheet. As both MS-D0S and CPMBE are suppled, there's an ample range of programs available including ones for the |IBM PC. :

Vector Series 801 |£3255 | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232 Almarc Data Systems 0602-52657

COMMENT: Single user system in three basic parts: monitor 12" keyboard with numeric keypad and twin floppy disk drives (1.6Mbyte).

Positron 9000 £3256 | Business B4K- | No No Most RS-232 Positron Computers
0.5MB

COMMENT: Comprises keyboard and numeric keypad, 80 column manitor, 760K floppy disk drive and Epson MXB0 printer. Provision to receive pages
direct from Prestel. To quate Positron “It's an information handling maching rather than a normal data processing machine”. Hard disks are available and
up to 4 can be used

SOFTWARE: The Peachtree range of software will be available plus Styleograph Il {word processor) and RMS Database and Dynacaic.

|Snnl M223/Mk I [ﬁzaﬁ Business B4K | No No Most RS-232C Sord 01-930 4214

COMMENT: Incledes 12 monitor and twin 5%" floppy disk drives (350K) plus keyboard with numeric keypad.
SOFTWARE: Currently no packages have been specifically announced for the Sort, however using PIPS it is claimed you can write your own.

Panasonic 800 £3300-1 Business B4K | No Yes Most IEEE 488 Panasonic

range £4350 RS-232 Slough 75841
COMMENT: Two desktop micros both using twin 8" floppy disk drives and typewriter style keyboards. While the BOOM is a single piece unit, the 850 -
has a separate keyboard. Optional hard disk available for the 850 which also has tape back-up. .

SOFTWARE: Wide range of programs under the CPM system including Wordstar. There's also a range from CAP-CPP micro-products, The Computer
Company, IAL Gemini and CPS Data Systems. There are also specialised programs for dentists, doctors and hotel accounting.

e

DEC Prof 350  |£3348 |Business, Educaton 256K [Extra |No | Most RS-232 Digital Equipment 0256-59200

=

COMMENT: Top of the range DEC micro with 12" monitor, showing B0-132 characters, plus twin 5% floppy disk drives and optional hard disks. Bit
mapped graphics. Compatible with the PDP-11/23 mini computer.
SOFTWARE: As the PDP 11/23 range is popular both DEC and independent suppliers are producing or converting saftware for this micro.

Comart CP1000 £3395- | Business Upto | No CPMB6 | Most RS-232 Comart 0480-215005 &
£4395 1Mbyte

COMMENT: The CP1000 is a true 16 bit micro using the Intel 8086 chip. Choice of storage systems from twin 5% floppy disks with 390K capacity
up to 20Mbytes with the 5 integral Winchester fitted to the CP1520.

SOFTWARE: Increasing amount of packages available using CPM8E — CP1000 also can use the MP/MB6 and MS-D0S increasing the amount of
1 1“ programs available.
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Signet 211 £3435 | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232C Micro APL 01-834 2687
Education
COMMENT: Compact machine using two disk drives, one 12Mbyte Winchester hard disk and one 5% floppy disk. Keyboard and monitor extra.
SOFTWARE: CPM plus the programs available for the Signet 2025.
.MI!II' £3495 | Business 128- |No Yes Maost RS-232 Almarc 0602-52657
Series 1605 1Mbyte

COMMENT: 16 bit computer using BOBE chip featuring 5SMbyte Rodime Winchester hard disk and 800K 5'" floppy disk system. 8087 maths
processor and BOBS DMA available. Expansion up to 15 shots with the S100 motherhoard. Real time clock. Multi-user and networking available.
Winchester disk controller supports up to 4 Winchesters in one system. On site maintenance available 8 bit option available as extra

SOFTWARE: Full range of commercial, industrial and scientific programs available from Almarc plus the increasing number of packages available under

MS-D0S and CPMBE.
YD 8110 £3500- | Business 128- | No CPMBE | Most RS-232C Wilkes 0272-25921
£3900 256K
COMMENT: Twin 8" floppy disks | 1.2Mbyte) with IBM format. Uses the 16 bit B0BE chip with compatibility to use CPM packages. Hi-res graphics
Version with 256K RAM meant as basis of multi-user system costing £3900.
SOFTWARE: Compativility with CPM and CPMBE opens the door to choice from Wordstar to specialised programs.
TRS-80 £3599- | Business 128- [No [No |Most RS-232 Tandy
Model 16 £4199 512K 0922-648181
COMMENT: A dual /16 bit micro. Single hard disk for multi-user software or two floppy disk drive version. Can be extended up to 3 or 4 disks. Built-
in maonitor,
SOFTWARE: You can use current TRS-B0 model |l programs. 18 bit and multi-user programs promised soon.
Fna £3600 | Business B4K Yes Yes Basic RS-232C 10 Technology 01-248 4876 1
Forth

COMMENT: The lona is the only micro supplied as a complete outfit that includes a colour monitar and colour printer. |t also includes twin 5% disk
drves. The monitor supplied as part of the outfit has a 14" screen and there are full graphics facilities. Cassette loading of programs is provided if required.
The lona keybaand has a separate numeric keypad and 15 special function keys. While the printer operates at 125 characters per second and works in
seven colowrs, First seen- at the PCW show, the lona can also be tumed into a telephone dialler for connecting to Prestel and the phone netwark.
SOFTWARE: CPM offers a choice of around 2000 plus programs covering all possible applications. Plus a new range of software from lona which wall
cover sales ledger, purchase ledger, general ledger, stock control, payroll, word processing and financial modelling.

Kontron P5180

£3700 | Business 64K No No Most RS-232 Kontran Watford 45991

COMMENT: This business micro has it own 9" monitor producing an B0 column display and a typewriter style keyboard with special function keys and

a numeric keypad. The keyboard is detachable. High resolution graphics facility with optional colour graphics expansion. 5% floppy disk drive with
ision fo add up to four more and the possibility of using a Winchester hard disk.

EEFWMHE: Specialised range available.

Kalamazoo 1000

£3750 | Business 48K No No Most RS-*32 Kalamazoo 021-475 2191

COMMENT: Four part system, 12" monitor, twin double sided, double density 5% disk drives (500K), keyboard and dot malrix printer.
SOFTWARE: Available for most business applications plus specialized trade packages for the motor trade, construction industry and hotels.

Rair Black Box

3/30 series

£3750- | Business 64K No Yes Most RS-232C Rair 01-836 6921
£4500 | Education IEEE 488

COMMENT: The Black Box uses an ingenious combination of a 5% hard disk for data storage plus 3 mini-floppy disk for back up and transferring
data. The hard disk is Mbyte and the floppy disk S00K. This system uses the CPM and you need a monitor to complete the configuration. The 3/30A is
Wuﬂ the 3/308 a two tier system.

ARE: Apart from the range of programs available on CPM, Rair have a range of compilers and assemblers available.

Kemitron K3000E

s
£3795 | Business B4K No Yes Most Other Kemitron 0244-21817

COMMENT: A micro system that can be linked in with up to four screens and printers. With twin 8" floppy disk drives and 12" monitor.

Nokia Frend im 128- | No No | Most RS-232 Nokia UK Ltd

= 5

768K 01-300-D421

COMMENT: The first Finnish micro-computer to become available in the UK. Using the Intel B0186 processor, the Frend can be expanded from a stand
alone workstation to a multi-user system with the Nokia loca area network and up to 32 extra workstations. Foppy disk drives have 320K capacity and
hard disks from 5-15Mbytes are available. The monitor is adjustable and has a 15 screen. The display is black characters on a white background.
Standard typewniter keyboard with separate numeric keypad and special function keys. Five expansion slats available for CRT controller and mass memory
controller boards. The system comes complete with printer.

SOFTWARE: Using MS-D0S as the operating system there's an increasing range of programs available plus the range available from Nokia.

£4000 | Business i SWTP 0733-234433
upwards 128K

COMMENT: A single piece of business micro that has a 12" green screen monitor and 80 column display. Numeric function keys. High resolution
lu]ilu facility. 5% floppy disk drive, options include 8" floppy disk and Winchester hard disk systems. Multi-user options available,
FTWARE: Wide range of specialist packages available through the range of SWTP distributors in the UK.
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Corvus Concept

£4250 | Business 256K | No Yes Pascal Fortran | RS-232C

Keen Computers 01-236 5682

COMMENT: 16 bit micro with unique bi-directional screen measuring 11 x 8% "', Whaole page being typed can be seen, when used for word processing.
gmphll:s facility and unusual type fonts can be displayed. Built-in Omninet interface so that extra work stations can be added just by connecting a twist-
|r cable. ﬂ%lmnal hard disks from 5.7 to 19.7 Mbytes for increased capacity.
CPM plus specialist business packages. Edword — a powerful word processor, Corvus Logicale — an electronic spreadsheet. New Corvus
;nlmlar-a for launch in 1983 includes electronic mail, business graphics and a database manager.

Equinox
Series BO0DOSX

£4250 | Business B4K No Yes Most Other
Education

Equinox 01-739 2387

COMMENT: Multi-user version of S000SX. Uses the dual 8" double sided, disk drives. Selected by the government computer advisory service,
SOFTWARE: CPM plus Turbo-DOS to increase program loading and file processing speeds by wp to five times.

Multicomputer 210

£4250 | Business B4K No Yes Most RS-232C Multicomputer 01-568 5272

COMMENT: Multi-user system expandable to 255 users. Hard disk (10Mbyte) plus B floppy disk. Monitor and keyboard exira.
SOFTWARE: Compatibility with CPM using the nStar system and wide range of specialised application programs.

Vector
Series 803/12

£4275-| Business B4K | No Yes | Most RS-232 | Almarc Data Systems 0602-52657
£4995

COMMENT: This range has combination of hard and floppy disk drive systems, The B03 has a 3Mbyte hard disk with an 0.8 Mbyte floppy disk at
E4275. Top of the range the 812 with 12Mbyte hard disk and 0.8 Mbyte.

Caltext 4/4A

£4457-| Business B4- No Yes Maost Computer Ancillanes
£4657 256K Egham 36455

RS-232C

COMMENT: Includes 5% Winchester hard disk |15Mbytes) and 12" screen. Provision for link-up with IBM mainirame.

Cromenco F4495 | Business B4- Yes Com- | Most RS-232 Comart 0480-215005
System 3 Education 512K patible

COMMENT: Twin B” floppy disk drives (1. ?Mlmasi and extensive colour graphics giving 4096 shades,

SOFTWARE:; CPM plus packages from Comart covering — Database, word um:ﬂsmq invoicing, payroll etc.
PBM 1000 £4500 | Business BOK | No Yes Most RS-232C Terodec 0734-664343

COMMENT: Uses 5% " Winchester hard disk and 5% " floppy disk drives with separate bit-slice processor controls both disk drives so that 70% of the
main processor is available for the Winchester disk transfer and 37% for the floppy disk transfers.
SOFTWARE: Using CPM wide choice of programs available including Wordstar. Especially as uses enhanced version of CPM.

Enterprise 1000

£4750 | Business 64K No No Most RS-232C Data General 01-572 7455

COMMENT: Single piece business micro supplied as a system including a printes. The twin 5% " floppy disk drives have a capacity of 358KE formatted.

Numeric keypad and 10 special function keys. The dot matnx printer included in the system is bi-directional and has an operating speed of 150 characters
per second. You can print up to 132 columns with a choice of 6 or 8 vertical lines per inch.

SI] FTWARE: Using Entarprise 05, MP/0S or BOS5 there is a wide range of specialised application programs available for the Data General 100.

Sord M223/V

£4795 | Business B4K No No Most RS-232C Sord 01-930 4214

COMMENT: Three part business system comprising 12 monitor, twin 8" floppy disk drives.
SOFTWARE: Not CPM but Sord claim packages easy to write using PIPS program generator,

Fortune £4950 | Business 256K | Yes No Basic RS-232C Fortune 01-631 3383
System 2 Cobol IEEE 488
Fortran
Pascal
CBasic
COMMENT: A 16 bit super micro with 32 bit architecture, extremely similar to the Wang word processor. It is claimed up to 18 terminals can be used
and the Unix operating system. Supplied complete with 2xB00K 5%" disk drives.
SOFTWARE: Database management and word processing but no CPM just Unix. Also available is Multiplan Business Accounting System — fully
integrated single entry.
Wicat 150 £4995 | Business Upto | Extra | Emula- | Most RS-232C Software Sciences
1.5Mb tor 0252-544321

COMMENT: Single piece business micro using the Motorola 68000 18 bit processor having the monitor built-in plus twin 5%" disk drives. Full
typewriter stybe keyboard with numeric keypad, Dperating systems UNIX, MCS, the CPM emulator and COS68000. 80 column display on the 12" monitor
with high resolution graphics facilibes available. Provision for video disk nterface. Provision for extra Winchester hard disk systems, and a tape streamer
back-up. Provision for local networking including IBM 2780, 3270 and 3780 protocols.

SOFTWARE: The progrms available inchude financial modelling, word processing, sales order processing, stock control and accounting.

Durango F85

£4995 65.5K | No Mo Star Basic RS-232C Computer Ancillaries

Egham 36455

COMMENT: The Durango incorporates the Micro Winchester technology with an integrated fixed disk for increased storage capability. The four
elements in the system, keyboand, video display, disk drives and printer are integrated into a low profile package. The 3" screen of the monitor shows an 80
column display. Durango are one of the few brands to provide a complete outfit including the printer for a single price, something other companies should
congider, A feature of all Durangos is the mult-tasking facility for better value from the system.

SOFTWARE: Star Basic is used by the Durango, with the Durango Exscutive operating system for initiahsing and housekeeping.

£4999 | Business 64K No Yes Most RS-232 Keen Computers 01 -736 5682
R5-422

COMMENT: Single unit business micra that has built-in 8Mbyte Winchester hard disk and 10Mbyte cartridge tape back-up and program load. 12 non
glare green phoshor monitor providing B0 column x 24 lines or 132 character display. Typewniter style keyboard with 67 sculptured keys, 18 key auxiliary
numeric keypad with four programmable function keys. Keyboard detachable with 1.9m coiled cord connection.
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MAY
On sale 15th April
The 1983 Software Catalogue.
A special Which Micro supplement with
comprehensive lists of the software

packages currently available for the
popular microcomputers.

Can the BBC micros work as business
machines?

v With an increasing number of IBM Personal lookalikes
+. we ask if you can get a better deal away from IBM.

Complete updated Buyers Guide.

Prestel under
Attack — BT Pretzel
continues his
onslaught

And in an expanded Software Review supplement
we turn our gaze onto the best in chess programs.
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100 FREE PROGRAMS

FROM SILICA SHOP — WITH EVERY PURCHASE OF AN

Don't buy a T.V. game! Buy an Atari 400 personal compute

ATARI

R

s

A
Fr o s
A .__;_-..__.-;

L m,‘_/f;?/

o

400
800

AN

ATARI PRICES REDUCED!

We at Silica Shop are pleased to announce some
fantastic reductions in the prices of the Atari 400/800
personal computers. We believe that the Atari at its
new price will become the U.K.'s most popular per-
sonal computer and have therefore set up the Silica
Atari Users Club. This club already has a library of
over 500 programs and with your purchase of a 400
or B00 computer we will give you the first 100 free of
charge. There are also over 350 professionally writ:
ten games and utility programs, some are listed
below. Complete the reply coupon and we'll send
you full details. Alternatively give us a ring on 01-301

1111 ar 07-309 117171,

ATARI 400
with 16K

ATARI 400

with 48K

£228

ATARI 800

with 48K

400/800 SOFTWARE & PERIPHERALS

£349

v and & game cartridge and that's all you'll need. Later on you can buy the Basic

Programming cartridge {£35] and try your hand at programming using the easy to learn E_ME!EI language. Or if you are interested in business
applications, you can buy the Atari 800 + Disk Drive + Printer together with a selaction of business packages.

Silica Shop have put together a full catalogue and price list giving
available for the Atari 400/800. The Atari is now one of the best supported personal cor

as wall as details on our users club,

THE FOLLOWING IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION FROM THE RANGE OF ITEMS AVAILABLE:

ACCESRORIES
Catiles

CHARNES

Liskettes
Joypsticks

Le Stick - Jaystichk
Misr Supgnisis
Pkl

BUSINESS
Caloulanor
Cigiabsas MlErmgim
D Maker
Giregahi-11
AUTOMATED IFaicing
SIMILIL LT DO RS Litsrarian
Cngsh Cnamble Cieg Maort & Loan fongd
Dagestanas &1 Awn Maminal Ledger
ADVENTURE INT [Dwsgons Eve Payroll
Bear Adams Ay Imugan Desan Parsorad Find Mgt
“Adweniumpingl  Rascug an Bige Purcham Ladger
Pirmla Ak Ricocher Taday Lo
Missicn Irp Star Warmsar Dtallezg 1
Yoodoo Cari Temple ol Agsha Srock Contro
T'he Counti Lpper Richies A0s Telelink 1
Sarangs Ody Wisicalo
Miystery Fun  BOOKE Wimpkly Flances
Pyramid o O Bigic Hef Banual Ware Proctisor
Ghait Town  Compuate Stari DOS
Mo 10 Sav lsland 1 Compute Bk Atari
Mo 11 Say Island I Do b Magazine
Mo 12 Gokden Yoy De Re Arari
Angle Warmas DOS Unilickes List
(S [T AT D532 Managal
Caalaztie Emsnife Mliso Atar Bk
Gualaceic Trader Op Sysiem Lisking
Lumar Larsder Wiley Mpanual

Meonndain Sheais
Raarguarn

Ciar Flite
Sisniday Caalf

Chompelo
Cryscals
Farest Fire

Manarch
Manrgirik

Spoce Tt
Soace |ra
Grud Poker

Fram APX
lgicale

CRYSTALWARE
Heneath The Pyram
Faniasyland 3041
Galactic Cludast
Hizugn OF Libss
Sarls 0F Mars
Wanar oo

Woeld Waer 111

F rogmmsier

Lemonan
Lafirrrman
Mppivanm

fo s beachiees and rnaiss a8 Buf ra G oF plecimne praducs, pliads neephare 31-01

Ts aidir by 1gbeabone. js1 quale geor name, sddess, credd Cend Agmaer, and crdat IECUITETRRTIN

sud bswa the teal % an. Peal afd packing & FREE OF CHARGE m thi U Expiess B bour dekwery

awadakhn al an 2RI l:'\lilf'!' . T ¥
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your daar

w WONEY DALCE UNDERTAKIMG — Fpan are 1iaky unsabafd with paur pUro1ase, you may el
T 1E Lo withem 15 dags Onoopcmpi of the poodi 0 sabslaciory cardben we il gred vle & S0
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» COMPETITIE PRICES — cut prices, oflers arsl defecd B8 wery comanline We aie e
krcaynghy ureleacld, afd will poowadly madch sy lavear prid Jeddid By 0P COMREETIAN

® HELUFFLUIL ADNWICE pamlsaks g then madwbekty el sanaLd camgain

* AITER SALES SERVICE — awadabie o0 bl compaiors ot al quatasiie

& VAT — all proes Quones above nchude MAT & 15%
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DYMACCMP
Alpha Fighper

Imtruckes Alard

Kaving Maze
Pdirninoey Rgsawv
Ringa al Tha Emp

Trigin Bhackade
EDLCATION
Al of Canads
Cuk by hisiag
Elaimsamrary Biokogy ©Lony Spenish

Hickory Dickory
Irest Compig Diem

g
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Kaths-Tac-Tos

PMmiric & Prab Salyg

Figwaamp

Felugic Terma/Motamn
Fhuisical Cormplines
My Farsr &lphabes

Mumber Blast
Palycalc

Pregudents OF LLE

iy Master
STANATIrE

Greran J0 Graphies
Thrae A Math Sys
Vides Math Flash

Wardmakes

EDLAIC A TN
from ATARI
Conv French
Ciony Lagrmian
Cony Icalian

Emergy Coar

Hangiruar

Irwit Tx Prog 17244

K ingdoem
Music Lompogser

|||"-|.|;||H [
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Eurapian C & Caps

.'\.
i I m

Jl}J"

Sazr i
Srares B Capitals

Towch Typing

EMI SOF TWARE
Hrvtedty Hir i Ligie

Crit b g 0 0 DS
Dargy

Eurcpean Soere Jig
Hickary Deckoary
Humpty Dwempty
Jumbao Jet Lander
Srondcar B [illiard
Sugnmanicss Cammor
Sisgiar Culbed B Tilv
Teairnamaert Fosal

EMNTERTAIRMMENT
from APX

Alian Egg
Arthill

Annanib

A gl e

Babel

Bl kjack Cermn
Block Buster
Block 'Em
Bumgiar Paal

Casthe

CEnfprHn
Chaackar Bimg
Chingst Fuzzle
Codecracker
Comady Lligesiie
Dece Paoker

Oog Caze
Lhormeinak e
Legwanball

Epstarn Framt
Getahid & Hidy Gl
Cirmphics/ Baurd
dan:

Jukebos

Lok sheaasl
Memory Mach
Mitdas Tauch
Wi

utlps Hoeatinr
Pregchoo! Gamis
Pro Baawaling
Poymheganies
Rabfoz

Fduierai Il

Salmeon Aun

747 Landing Simel
Saven Card Stud

o
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Sleary ddventure
S04 | Laire

Space Chags
S Trk
Sigleai Falace
The1 Trak

Tarry

Wizarcs Lald
Wizarois Flsusngs

EMTERT&IMMERT
trom A 1AM
Agiermcl
Btk

Elack ook
Cennipeds

Chess
Eniartminmsnt Kit
Blerrili Covimarsd
Pac Man

Spece Invoders
S1ar Haiders
Suipar Uraakowt
Wigdeo Epse

0N LINE SYSTEMS
Crawling
F ragaer

Jatanaa ki
M Agperoxd
Mouskatiack

1 hareshalcd
Ly g G plehion F
Wirsrd & Prmohis

PERIPHERALS
Cantranies Priniers
Duk Orive

Epacem Printers
Program Ascorder
HSZ3D Inperlacs
Tharmad Prirbar
16K Mairsory A AN
A2K Mamorny HAK)

FERSONAL INT
froen AP

Aok Myze Syptem
Barsiar Candracor
Blmchgmch Tutod
Gaing Ta The Dogs
Eayhoard Cergan
Miarse Code Tubar
Persoral Fitnes: Pra
Flayer Pigni
Shosichgedd

details of all the peripherals as well as the extensive range of software that is now
nputers. Send NOW far Silica Shop's catalogue and price list
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A0 Froem Atari
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Daemibler |4 PX}
Micraeolt Saz
Papzal |&PX]
Putar | Coraipmear
Polat |E o arioe)
Proagramming Kit

SANTA CRUZ
Hazcy of Animatesn
Aok Budarsisg
Display Lists
Graphics Machine
Mgk 18 2
Honzenial Seralling
Maxtir Marary Map
Mina Word Froossgos
Page Flipping
Flayer Sasile Gr
Mayer Pang
Soandy

‘Wergical Sooodiing
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