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The MasterCompactMicrocomputeruses3.5 inch discdrives. It is thereforenot directly possibleto read
5.25inch discswhich may have beerreatedrom otherBBC Microcomputersuchasthe B, B+ or Master
128.

It is possibleto connecta 5.25 inch disc drive to the Master Compactfor the purposeof transferring
information between5.25inch and 3.5 inch formats. However 5.25 inch discs should not be used as a
means of data distribution, and only 3.5 inch discs are recommended for data storage on the Master
Compact.

The 5.25inch discdrive shouldbe mainspoweredandshouldbe of amoderntype. The1772controlleriC
usedin the MasterCompactwill not supportstepspeedf lowerthan12ms. Someolderdrivestakeup to
30ms,andthis will not be compatiblewith the MasterCompact. Generallyspeaking, halheightdrives
will be suitable.

The 5.25inch disc drive mustbe configuredasdrive one. The methodfor doing this variesbetweemmake
of drive. Generally thedrive casewill needremoving,anda jumpermovedfrom the positionmarkedDSO
to the position marked DST he drive must be disconnected from the mains supply before doing this.

A specialcablemustbe madein orderto connectboth 5.25inch drivesand 3.5 inch drivesto the Master
Compact. The attacheddiagramshow the cablerequired. The specialcable shouldbe connectedo the

backof the Compactcomputerkeyboardunit, the CompactMonitor Stand(discdrive) shouldbe connected
to the 25 way 'D' type connectoron the cable,andthe 5.25 inch disc drive shouldbe connectedo the34

way connector on the cable.

ADFS files on 5.25 inch may now be transferredfrom drive one to drive zero as detailedin ADFS
documentation. However, transferringdatafrom DFS files on 5.25 inch to the 3.5 inch ADFS format
requiresa sidewaysRAM imageof a 1770DFSto beloadedinto SidewaysRAM on the MasterCompact.
Most MasterCompaciWelcomediscscontain thdile in the Librarydirectory,butif thefile is notthereyou
may return your Welcome disc and get it updated, the address to return it to is:

Customer Services
Acorn Computers Ltd
Acorn House

Vision Park

Histon

Cambridge

CB4 4AE

Oncethe DFS image has beenloadedinto sidewaysRAM, files may be transferredbetweenDFS and
ADFS, or ADFS and DFS using the Copyfiles program supplied on the Welcome disc.
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